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Settle’s Bridge, Dan River, completed 1871. Photo courtesy of Nancy 
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SETTLE'S BRIDGE 


By 
Robert W. Carter, Jr. 


Settle's Bridge over Dan River was located six hundred 
feet down stream from the present Settle's Bridge on State 
Road 2146 approximately three miles northwest of Wentworth, 
North Carolina. 


As late as 1936 North Carolina had fifty-six covered 
bridges of which three were located in Rockingham County.’ 
Progress soon deleted this number and today only three re- 
Main in the state. Many people ask why were bridges covered. 
Simply to protect the internal framework from the weather and 
thus prolong the life of the bridge.’ 


Some of the major roads through the Piedmont had bridges 
as early as the Revolutionary War. Dunn's Bridge over Trouble- 
some Creek on the Flat Rock Road was in use during the great 
race to the Dan River in February, 1781 when Cornwallis' Army 
was in hot pursuit of General Greene's men. There were also 
several bridges over Haw River during this period but they 
were destroyed during the war. The county court had some of 
these bridges rebuilt in 17822 


By the early 1800's many of the larger creeks in the 
county were spanned by bridges. These bridges were poorly 
constructed and their average life appears to have been about 
seven to ten years. It was a continual job for the county 
court to appoint committees to replace bridges that were ; 
washed away by floods or deteriorated until they were unsafe. 
The Dan, Mayo and Smith Rivers had to be forded as they were 
too large to be spanned by the type of simple bridge construc 
tion then in use. With the invention of the wooden truss cov- 
ered bridge in the early 1800's much larger streams could be 
spanned. In 1818 the first covered bridge in North Carolina 
was built over the Yadkin River near Salisbury. 


During the 1830's two covered bridges were built over 
Dan River in Rockingham County. The Leaksville Toll Bridge 
Company erected a covered bridge at Gallaway's Ford ca. 1832. 
This bridge was washed away by the "Great August Freshet of 
1850". A new Town lattice covered bridge was built on the 
same site ca. 1852.° In 1883 the Toll Bridge Company agreed 
to sell the bridge to the county for $7,000. The funds for 
the purchase price came from county taxes collected from the 
railroads. However it was not until 1886 that the bridge was 
deeded to the county so it is unclear if it was made a free 
bridge in 1883-or in 1886. A concrete bridge was constructed 
one-half mile up stream in 1922. The Leaksville Covered Bridge 
stood until October 12, 1943 when it collapsed into the river. 


The Madison Toll Bridge Company was incorporated by the 
State of North Carolina in 1833. At this time Randal D. Scales, 
Pleasant Black, Thomas Searcey, Robert H. Dalton, Richard Wall, 
Isaac Hotchkiss and Abner W. Scales were appointed as commis- 
sioners to open subcription books and raise $5,000 to erect a 
covered bridge over Dan River at or near Madison. The project 
was successful and the company erected a bridge and issued 
currency. By some disaster the bridge was destroyed a few 
years later and the company failed financially.*® The Rock- 
ingham County Court had a new bridge built at the site in 
1842. The second bridge was washed away by the August flood 
of 1850 and was replaced by the county in 1851. The third 
bridge washed out by 1863 and a ferry was used to cross the 
river until 1877 when a new covered bridge was constructed.?® 
The new bridge was poorly constructed and gave "Trouble" and 
had to be replaced in 1887. The 1887 covered bridge was de- 
molished sometime after the present Madison Bridge was con- 
structed in 1930.1° 


Three important fords were located on Dan River between 
the Madison and Leaksville Bridges. Lone Island Ford, two 
and one-half miles below Madison, was located near the site 
of an old Indian village known as Middle Sauratown. This 
ford was in existence as early as 1772 and continued in use 
until after the Civil War. Lone Island Ford was too near 
Madison to be considered as a possible bridge site.!! 


The Eagle Falls Ford six miles upstream from Leaksville 
was a favorite fording site as early as 1764. The first court 
held in the new county of Rockingham met at the home of Adam 
Tate just south of the ford in February 1786.12 Later when the 
first courthouse was built at Wentworth most of the court traf- 
fic from the northern part of the county crossed Dan River at 
Eagle Falls. By 1796 a ferry was established near the ford by 
the county court. Ferries continued in use at the site until 
1854 when the court had a bridge erected near the falls at a 
cost of $1,699. Prior to February 1861 the bridge washed away 
and in May of that year the court called a special session to 
consider rebuilding the bridge but took no action. After the 


War politics dictated that the new bridge would be built upstream 
at Dead Timbers Ford. ?/3 


; Dead Timbers Ford was located two miles above Eagle Falls. 
Like most of the fords, it could only be crossed during times 
of low water. James Wray purchased the Dead Timbers Plantation 
north of the ford in 1778. In 1788 he was appointed as over- 
seer of the road from Richard Sharp's plantation to Dead Timbers 
with instructions to "keep the road in good repair also the banks 
of Dan River in good repair". In 1796 Wray established a ferry 
some distance above the ford but it appears to have been in oper- 
ation only a short period. While some references are made to the 
Dead Timbers Ford in the early 1800's, the larger portion of the 


area nee probably crossed the river at Eagle Falls during this 
period. 
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Thomas Settle, Jr. (1831-1888) prominent Republican poli- 
tician during the Reconstruction Era owned the Mulberry Island 
Plantation upstream from Dead Timbers Ford. Settle, who served 
in both houses of the State Legislature, became solicitor of 
the Fourth Judicial Court and in 1868 was elected an Associate 
Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court. In the 1868 elec- 
tion the Republican Party gained control of the North Carolina 
State Government and 58 of the 89 county governments in the 
state including Rockingham County.’*® Through the influence of 
Thomas Settle the newly elected Rockingham County Commissioners 
voted to erect a covered bridge at Dead Timbers Ford. A tradi- 
tion states that Settle viewed the bridge as a way of making 
markets convenient for the people in the neighborhood and county. 
No doubt the bridge was needed but the timing for the county to 
spend a vast sum on erecting a new bridge could not have been 
worse3& Much opposition arose to the bridge andtradition says 
that an angry mob waited for Settle at the bridge site to pro- 
test and give him a through thrashing. The group agrued that 
there was excellent fording at the site but their agruments 
were to no avail. With his gifted oratory Settle calmed the 
crowd and they dispersed. 


The contract for the bridge was awarded to James Traver of 
South Boston, Virginia who was both a bridge builder and car- 
penter. Traver, who was born January 9, 1819 at Sandlake, 
Rensellar County, New, York, came from Fredericksburg, Virginia 
to South Boston to build a covered bridge over Dan River. It 
was said that he saw the ad of the South Boston Toll Bridge 
Company in a Richmond newspaper, came to South Boston and bid 
on the project, and was awarded the contract in 1856. The 
bridge which was finished in 1858 was a rare two lane bridge 
which stood until demolished ca. 1928. Traver built a number 
of homes, churches and covered bridges in Halifax County and the 
surrounding area after the Civil War including the Madison, 
North Carolina, Bridge in 1887. He died in 1912 and was buried 
in Oak Ridge Cemetery, South Boston.'® 


Construction on the bridge at Dead Timbers probably began 
late in 1869 or early in 1870 for Traver received two payments 
totaling $3,931.04 during the period September 1869 to Sep- 
tember 1870. In October 1870 the contractor also received an 
additional $1,000 from county funds.!® According to tradition 
much of the lumber used in the construction of the bridge was 
cut on Thomas Settle's Mulberry Island Plantation.?° 


Perhaps the most difficult jqb in building the bridge was 
construction of the four large stone piers that supported the 
bridge. According to tradition the stone for the piers was 
quarried at or near Danbury Bridge approximately four miles 
upstream. A short distance above the old Danbury Bridge site 
is a large quantity of rubble stone on the river bank. It 
seems likely that the stone for the bridge piers was loaded on 
boats at this point and then floated down river to the con- 
struction site. Evidently a first class stone mason was en- 
ployed to erect the piers for they were perhaps the finest 
example of quarried stonework ever erected in the county. The 


The piers of Settle’s Bridge 
before demolition. 


: Photos by Billie Jacobs Wright 


upstream ends of these structures were V-shaped to prevent 
rafts of driftwood from collecting against the piers.?? 


James Traver employed a large force of carpenters to 
construct the bridge, but tradition relates the name of only 
one, a black man named Ed Jones. Court records seem to sub- 
stantiate that Jones worked on the bridge as he was paid $17.00 
from the "Bridge money" on April 4, 1871. The same tradition 
also relates that Jones was an excellent carpenter and that he 
helped construct Thomas Settle's fine Victorian home at Mulberry 
Island Plantation during this same period.?? 


The construction of a covered bridge required a large number 
of white oak pegs which were driven through auger holes in the 
truss framework of the bridge. According to tradition Wright 
Moore manufactured the pegs for the bridge at his mill on Belews 
Creek. Court records seem to substantiate this as he was paid 
$94.00 from county funds on April 4, 1871. The roof of the 
bridge was covered with hand hewn shingles. Sometime during a 
much later period it was re-covered with a tin roof.?? 


By March 1871 the bridge had been completed. The Board 
of County Commissioners held a meeting at the bridge to accept 
the structure from the contractor on April 4, 1871. The Com- 
missioners agreed to accept the bridge if James Traver would 
reduce the total cost from $10,000 to $9,850. Traver agreed 
to this proposal and received his final payment of $2,289.65 
from county funds.”* 


Evidently the construction of the bridge was well underway 
before the county took the necessary action to secure a public 
road from the west end of the bridge north to the Eagle Falls- 
Spring Garden Road. The heirs of Pleasant J. Wray who owned 
the land at the west end of the bridge were petitioned on 
October 1, 1870 for the new road across their property. Peter 
P. Wall, Pleasant H. Price, Grief B. Wade, Peter H. Cox, Thomas 
C. Lewis, James Lemons, W. J. Pratt, James Morgan, Hugh Willis 
and James P. Dillard were appointed jurors to lay out the "new 
public road from the centre of Dan River at the new County Bridge" 
to the old road which was located one and one-half mile north. 25 


Although official records refer to the bridge as the Dead 
Timbers Bridge, at an early date it was commonly known as Settle's 
Bridge. Tradition relates that sometime after the Democarts re- 
gained control of the county government the County Commissioners 
wanted to rename the structure "Wray's Bridge" after the family 
who had owned the adjoining land since 1778. Albert D. Ray (Wray) 
refused to have the bridge named after his family so the official 
name remained the Dead Timbers Bridge but most people continued 


to refer to the structure as Tom Settle's Bridge or Settle's 
Bridge.”® 


The new bridge as completed stood 31 feet over the mean 
low water mark of the river. The channel span over the main 
flow of the river was 96 feet in length. ”’ One source states 
that the three spans of the bridge covered a total length of 


SMON] BPASYBIT] w01/ o70yq 
aSpjAG 8,31}39S 0} Govoidde jo maya 


300 feet. An uncovered wooden trestle over 100 feet in length 
was constructed at the western end of the bridge. 


By 1870 the Ku Klux Klan had become a widespread organ- 
ization in both North Carolina and Rockingham County. As a 
Judge, Thomas Settle made special efforts to suppress the 
operation of the Klan and punish those engaged in its activities. 
By so doing, he incurred the hostility of the Klan, and accord- 
ing to Judge Albion W. Tourgee?® Settle was placed under a 
death decree by the organization. The Klan formulated a plan 
whereby Settle would be captured as he was traveling home to 
Mulberry Island from Greensboro. Then he would be tied in the 
middle of '"Settle's Bridge" with the planks taken up on each, 
side so no rescue could take place. After this was accomplished 
the bridge was to be byrned. The plan failed to materialize be- 
cause Settle did not return home that night. Tourgee later wrote 
that a warning to Settle arrived just in time to prevent him from 
leaving Reidsville where he spent the night with relatives. 
Tradition also relates that the Klan dug a grave for Settle on 
his farm but when they called on him at his home he gave them 
such a hot reception that they quickly dispersed.** Settle and 
his family soon moved to Greensboro. 


The roadway leading on to the trestle at Settle's Bridge 
was often flooded during times of high water. As early as 1873 
a flood washed out part of the road leading on to the trestle. 
Albert D. Ray took the contract to repair the roadway but later 
let E. B. Carter finish the work. Carter received $170.00 for 
the work on December 1, te73355 = 


During January or February 1875 a flood washed out or badly 
damaged one span of the bridge making it useless. On March 15, 
1875 the North Carolina Legislature enacted a law allowing the 
Rockingham County Commissioners to issue bonds in the amount of 
$5,000 to rebuild and repair the bridge and also to make it a 
toll bridge to repay the bonds if necessary. The bridge bonds 
were to be issued in denominations between 100 and 500 dollars 


eae and were to be due in 5 to 15 years with a maximum interest 
of 8%. 


In March 1875, Albert D. Ray was making repairs on the 
bridge. In April, probably because of the vast sum of money 
already spent on the structure, the County Commissioners voted 
to sell the bridge at public auction. On May 17, 1875 the Com- 
missioners sold the bridge to Colonel David Settle for the sum 
of $1,000. Six months later the Commissioners decided they 
wanted to retain ownership of the bridge and Settle agreed to 
sell the structure to the county for the expenses he had in- 
curred during his ownership. The Commissioners issued bonds 
on November 1, 1875 for $3,000 to repair the bridge as allowed 
by the legislative act of March 15, 1875. The contract was let 
and during the summer of 1876 the work was completed. On August 7, 
1876 the Commissioners accepted the bridge as repaired by the 
contractor. A ferry was used to cross the river during part 
of 1875 and 1876 when the bridge was being repaired. The ferry 
site was approximately six hundred feet upstream from the covered 
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Settle’s Bridge in process of demolition late in 1951. 
Photos by Billie Jacobs Wright 
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bridge near the present bridge. An accident occurred on the ferry 
in January 1876 that nearly cost an area farmer his life. While 
on the ferry in midstream, Albert D. Ray's horse was frightened 
by a loud noise made by the ferryman. The animal bolted carrying 
Ray and the wagon into the river which was in flood stage. Ray 
was nearly drowned but managed to get to safety... 


After the bridge repair was completed in August 1876, the 
Commissioners voted to make the structure a toll bridge and to 
employ someone to collect tolls. The Commissioners had second 
thoughts about this proposal and voted on September 4, to post- 
pone any action. The Board finally settled the matter by deciding 
to lease the bridge to the highest bidder at an auction sale. At 
the auction on October 1, 1876 the bridge was leased to James W. 
Waddill for one year for the sum of $155. 7° 


James W. Waddill was a merchant who had opened a store up 
the hill from the bridge on the Stoneville Road by November 1875. 
The Commissioners granted him a license "to retail spiritous 
liquors" in his place of business at that time. On May 10, 1876 
he was appointed postmaster of a new post office named Waddills 
which he established in his store.*®” Waddill probably hired Horsely 
Cox as the toll collector after he leased Settle's Bridge. Tradi- 
tion says that Cox collected a toll of 10¢ for each person who 
crossed the bridge. On October 1, 1877 Waddill's lease on the 
bridge expired and the Commissioners again offered the structure 
for a year's lease. No one bid on the lease so the Commissioners 
opened the structure as a free bridge on October 1, 1877. °° 


A covered bridge could be damaged by a horse galloping across 
the structure. The concentrated beat of the hoofs coming down 
simultaneously would shake the bridge and damage the joints. Such 
a shaking would harm a bridge more than overloading it beyond its 
load capacity. Apparently this was a problem, because on December 17, 
1877 the County Commissioners ordered that anyone riding a horse or 
driving a vehicle faster than a walk across any of the county bridges 
would be fined $5.00 for each offense. One half of the fine was to 


be paid to the informer and the other half was to go to the county 
school board. 


The V-shaped piers did not completely solve the problem of 
driftwood lodging against the stone pillars of the bridge. As 
early as 1872, H. W. Stanford was paid $8.00 for removing a large 
raft of wood from the bridge piers. In 1879 Horsely Cox was paid 
$9.00 for removing the drift and in 1882 he was paid $5.00 for 
removing more drift from the bridge piers. *° 


All the bonds issued by the county for construction of 
Settle's Bridge were paid off and canceled by September 1885. 
Even before the debt was paid off the uncovered wooden trestle 
on the western end of the bridge had begun to deteriorate. At 
the March 8, 1881 meeting of the Commissioners, John W. Davis 
appeared before the Board claiming damage for a mule disabled 
in crossing Settle's Bridge. The Board did not allow any damage 
and Davis "prayed an appeal to Superior Court". In September 
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1884 the Board authorized Albert D. Ray to put 35 or 40 new planks 
on the trestle. Finally in 1889 a contract was given to Webster 
and McGehee to construct a new trestle at a cost of $340.‘*? 


Many people believed that Settle's Bridge was "haunted". 
The events leading to the "haunting" included a brutal murder 
and a triple hanging at Wentworth in January 1882. The murder 
victim, Nash Carter, who was a middle aged negro shoemaker and 
his wife Tilda lived in or near Madison. Tilda Carter also had 
several men friends and on the night of December 17, 1880 Joe 
Hayes, Elridge Scales and Alfred Webster helped her kill her 
husband by strangulation. During a snow storm on the night of 
December 18th the body was carried to Stokes County where it 
was discovered on January 8, 1881. Had it not been for a 
small wisp of Nash Carter's hair that caught in a gate on the 
road to Stokes County, the murderers probably would have never 
been arrested. At first all involved refused to talk but finally 
Scales confessed. During the trial on December 1, 1881, Alfred 
Webster turned states evidence and thus escaped the gallows. * 
Tilda Carter, Joe Hayes and Elridge Scales were found guilty of 
the murder and were sentenced to be hanged on January 13, 1882 
between the hours of 10:00 in the morning and 2:00 in the after- 
noon. The sheriff hired S. F. Morphis to erect the gallows near 
the County Poor House which was one mile east of the courthouse 
at Wentworth. All three confessed on the gallows and were hung 
simultaneously before a great throng of several thousand people.** 
One account states that after the hanging a relative claimed the 
body of Tilda Carter. After loading the coffin on a wagon he 
began the trip back to the western part of the county but night 
overtook him at Settle's Bridge. As darkness spread over the 
Dan River Valley, a steady rain began to fall on the area. The 
driver parked the wagon inside Settle's Bridge and spent the long 
dark night sitting beside the coffin.**° Afterwards Settle's Bridge 
became known as "a haunted bridge" and many people were afraid to 
cross the structure at night. 


Soon after the arrival of the Twentieth Century many citizens 
of the county began to demand that a good road be built to the court- 
house in Wentworth. Tradition says that during this period it was 
not unusual to see a dozen or more buggies and wagons stuck on the 
road between Reidsville and Wentworth during the January term of 
court. Often these vehicles were left on the road and the people 
rode to Wentworth on their horse or mule. Although there was 
‘opposition, by October 1907 the County Commissioners were committed 
to building a macadam road from Settle's Bridge to Reidsville by 
way of Wentworth. It appears that short sections of the road were 
built during the period 1907-1909 and that it was completed late 
in 1910.*’ A rock road was such a novel idea that two Reidsville 
men who owned automobiles developed a lucrative business hauling 
passengers out to Settle's Bridge at 50¢ per person.‘* While a 
short section of crushed stone roadway had been built in Reidsville 
during 1906 and also between Leaksville and Spray in 1907, the 
Settle's Bridge to Reidsville road was the first county highway 
of any length to be macadamized. Tradition says it was also the 
first highway built in the county employing convict labor.*® 
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One of the largest freshets ever to fall in the Piedmont 
area occurred in March 1912. The force of the rising flood 
waters washed the entire trestle at Settle's Bridge downstream 
tearing off the end of the bridge. For sometime only foot traciac 
could cross the bridge using a ladder that was placed against one 
of the stone piers. Later the wooden trestle was rebuilt on con- 
crete pillars and the end of the bridge was repaireds*” 


Two area farmers, Falk Carter and his brother Jake, opened 
a general mercantile business and motor-powered grist mill at 
the eastern approach of Settle's Bridge in 1922. They leased 
one and one-half acres of land from John "Boy" Gallaway for a 
period of ten years beginning January 1, 1922. For a couple of 
years the Carters did a large volume of business selling ferti- 
lizer and staple groceries "on time" to the area farmers and 
John "Boy" Gallaway's many tenants. Gallaway died and his vast 
tracts of land in Rockingham County were sold.®! On December 15,. 
1924 Falk Carter purchased the 24 acre tract on which the store 
and mill were located. After this time his brother was not 
associated with the business. Carter continued to operate the 
store for several years but later moved to Reidsville where he 
became a prominent businessman.°? He rented the store to various 
people in the 1930's. Several people who operated the store dur- 
ing this period included: Charlie Knight, Rob Wilkens, Mr. Smothers 
and Mr. Tuggle. The store building was later sold to an area farmer 
who demolished the structure and used the materials to build a 
tobacco packhouse.® 


At least one person was killed in a motor vehicle accident 
on Settle's Bridge. On the morning of November 30, 1933 an auto- 
mobile driven by Will Brande hit the guard rail on the bridge 
trestle. The vehicle broke through the rail and fell twenty-five 
feet to the ground. Brande, a 43 year old State Highway Foreman, 
was crushed to death under his car. 4 


By 1950 the North Carolina State Highway Commission decided 
that Settle's Bridge was insecure and should be replaced. Late 
in 1950 or early in 1951 work began on a new $90,000 bridge. A 
new road was graded to the new bridge site which is several hun- 
dred feet upstream from the covered bridge site. During the sum- 
mer of 1951 the new bridge was completed. A few residents of 
Wentworth and Reidsville including Mrs. Betty Sue Gardner wanted 
to see Settle's Bridge preserved as an historical landmark. Little 
support could be raised for the project but as late as June 1951 
there seemed to be a possibility of saving the last covered bridge 
in Rockingham County.®§ Local officials of the State Highway Com- 
miSsion assured Mrs. Gardner that the bridge could be saved but 
suddenly an order came from Raleigh that Settle's Bridge must be 
demolished immediately.5® So late in 1951 the 81-year-old struc- 
ture was torn down. One of the workmen who helped demolish the 
bridge stated that "with care it would have stood another 100 
years".°’ By January 1952 most of the timbers of the bridge had 
been hauled away and soon thereafter the Highway Commission com- 
pleted the job by blowing up the stone piers. 8 Today, only the 
scattered stones of one of the bridge piers remains in the river 
to mark the site of "Tom Settle's Old Covered Bridge". 
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Greensboro Daily News, October 18, 1936. 
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1884, p. 570, hereafter cited as County Commissioners Records. 
Rockingham Deeds 4E, p. 265. The Highway 87 Bridge is dated 
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SThe Laws of North Carolina, Session of 1833-1834, (Raleigh: 
1834), pp. 161, 162. A one dollar bank note issued by the Com- 
pany in the 1830's was purchased by the Town of Madison several 
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Rockingham Court Minutes; August 1842, February 1851, Au- 
gust 1863. County Commissioners Records 1870-1884, p 293. 


*°The State Magazine, September 9, 1950, p. 24. County 
Commissioners Records, 1884-1895, pp. 125, 135. The Madison 
Bridge is dated 1930. 


‘William L. Saunders (ed.), The Colonial Records of North 
Carolina, (Raleigh: State of North Carolina, 1886-1890), 
XXXIII, 918-919. The 1773 laws ordered that a new road was to 
be opened from Dan River beginning near the Middle Saura Town 
south of the present Fayetteville area. This is the only known 
reference to the Indian village Middle Saura Town. The village 
site is near Lone Island at the mouth of Upper Hogans Creek. 
The historical marker on Highway 704 mistakenly refers to the 
village as Upper Saura Town which is in Stokes County. 
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Court Minutes, May 1861. 
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August 1788, August 1796. 


* The County Commissioners Records for the period 1868-1870 
are missing but Branson's North Carolina Business Directory OTs 
1869 lists the Republican Commissioners: Zack Groom, Chairman 
William F. Windsor, John H. French, Robert Gwinn (black) and 
Charles Williams. Gwinn (or Gwynn) was probably the only black 
to hold an elective office in Rockingham during the 19th Century. 
He was a free man before the Civil War and owned a farm on Lower 
Hogans Creek in the Lowes Methodist Church area. In 1874 Thomas 
Settle sold him a 155 acre tract of the Mulberry Island Plantation. 
(SID foo TW) 6 


*Savila Lindsay, “Life on the Dan", (typescript written before 
1909) gives Thomas Settle's view of the bridge making markets 
more convenient for the area people. Considering that the Eagle 
Falls Bridge built in 1854 cost $1,699 and that the Madison Bridge 
built in 1887 cost only $1,800, the $9,850 cost of Settle's Bridge 
seems exorbitant especially in the hard times after the Civil War. 


*TBillie Jacobs Wright, "Last Covered Bridge In Rockingham 
Torn Down", Greensboro Daily News, January 27, 1952. 


* kenneth H. Cook, "The South Boston Toll-Bridge Company", The News 
& Record, August 11, 1980, June 22, 1981. These newspaper arti- 
cles are in the files of the Virginia-North Carolina Piedmont 
Genealogical Society room in the Danville Public Library. The 
State Magazine, September 9, 1950, p. 29. County Commissioners 
Records 1684-1895) sop. i257, oo. 


ey Commissioners Records, 1870-1884, pp. 6, 24, 36, 37. 


° conversation with J. Edmund Draper, February 19, 1982. Mr. 
Draper is a merchant in the Settle's Bridge area. 


+ Billie Jacobs Wright, "Last Covered Bridge in Rockingham 
Torn Down", The Greensboro Daily News, January 27, 1952. It is 
possible that Traver employed Dennis O'Geary, an excellent Irish 
stonemason from the South Boston area to construct the massive 


stone piers at Settle's Bridge. O'Geary built similar piers 
at the South Boston Bridge for Traver. 


* Conversation with Willie P. Wray, January 6, 1965. County 
Commissioners Records, 1870- S847 Dee Sole 


° Harold Coy, The Prices and the Moores, (New York: International 
Press, 1944) pe 115. County Commissioners Records, 1870-1884, m6 SS. 


: County Commissioners Records, ISOS IU joy SMe 


° Copy of the road petition dated October 1, 1870. County 
Commissioners Records, 1870- ESS 4y = ppesla ela ie TO ol One yO ey Le 
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26The Commissioners Records refer to the bridge as the Dead 
Timber Bridge except for one occasion, June 2, 1873, (p. 131) 
when it is called Settle's Bridge. The name Settle's Bridge 
was probably a contemptuous term during the late 19th Century. 
The Wray's Bridge tradition was told to the author by Albert D. 
Ray's son, Willie P. Wray in January 1965. Albert D. Ray 
changed the spelling of his name from Wray during the Civil 
War. 


*7 Roanoke River, Virginia and North Carolina, (Washington, 
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1935), p. 27. 


28 The Reidsville Review, July 30, 1948. 


22Albion W. Tourgee was born in Ohio in 1838 and was in the 
Union Army for a short period but resigned and entered the prac- 
tice of law in Ohio. He settled in Guilford County, North 
Carolina in 1865 and was elected a Superior Court Judge in 
1868. He later returned to the North and wrote several books 
about his experiences in the South. 


3° Albion W. Tourgee, A Fool's Errand, (New York: Harper & 
Row Publishers, Inc., 1966), pp. 267-297. Tourgee's book is 
written as a novel but appears to be based on facts. 


3? Upton G. Wilson, "Mulberry Island Farm", The Reidsville 
Review, June 5, 1933. 


32 County Commissioners Records, 1870-1884, p. 140. 


33 The Public and Private Laws of North Carolina, 1874-1875, 
Dene oo we 84 


34Ccounty Commissioners Records, 1870-1884, pp. 182, 185, 200, 
204, 225. Colonel David Settle (1839-1906) was a brother of 
Thomas Settle, Jr. and of Gov. David S. Reid's wife. He was 
State Representative in the General Assemblies of 1870-1874 
for Rockingham County, Clerk of Court in Rockingham County 
and the United States Marshal for the western half of North 
Carolina from 1885 to 1889. The Colonel was a bachelor who 
lived in Wentworth and always kept the finest hunting dogs 
and horses in the county. He was one of the famous fox hunters 
of Rockingham County after the Civil War. 


3° Rockingham Deeds, 3dP, p. 203. This deed mentions the 
ferry above Settle's Bridge. Conversation with Willie P. Wray, 
January 6, 1965. Wray had the tobacco bill that was in his 
father's pocket at the time of the accident. 


3® county Commissioners Records, 1870-1884, pp. 225, 227, 232. 
37 County Commissioners Records, 1870-1884, pp. 204, 212. 


North Carolina Post Offices and Postmasters 1830-1926, micro- 
film in the Carolina Collection, Chapel Hill. 
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38mradition from Roy P. Crowder, January 22 ulh9S 2, caeGLeabe 
grandson of Horsely Cox. Waddill later left the area and Albert 
D. Ray served as Postmaster of Waddills from March 28, 1881 to 
November 30, 1886. Ray also operated the store during this 
period. County Commissioners Records, 1870-1884, p. 274. 


2®cCounty Commissioners Records, 1870-1884, p. 293. 


<°CCounty Commissioners Records, 1870-1884, pp. 85, 356, 501. 


4l;etter to the Editor, Webster's Dollar Weekly, September 10, 
1885, stated that all the bridge bonds on the Dead Timbers Bridge 
had been paid and canceled. County Commissioners Records, 1870- 
1884, pp. 441, 617. Commissioners Records, 1884-1895, p. 242. 


*? Upton G. Wilson, "Triple Hanging Witnessed by Ten Thousand 
in 1880", The Reidsville Review, November 9, 1925. 


*3 Rockingham County Superior Court Minute Docket, 1874-1882, 
pp. 480, 492, 526, 527, 532. County Commissioners» Records, 1870- 
1884, p. 493. The execution site was near the lake behind the 
County School Bus’ Garage. 


44Thew A, Be Andrews Collection, North Carolina State Archives, 
letter dated July 19, 1934 from John M. Morehead III to A. B. 
Andrews describing the hanging. 


4Salberta Ratliffe Craig, "Old Wentworth Sketches", The North 
Carolina Historical Review, XI (July, 1934), 201, 202. 


' *6conversation with Roy P. Crowder, July 28, 1980. Conversation 
with Mrs. Charlie Knight, February 4, 1982. 


‘7Tradition from notes made by Billie Jacobs Wright in 1951. 
County Commissioners Records, 1907, pp. 353, 390. A macadamized 
road was not a hard surfaced highway but a road covered with 
several inches of crushed stone that had been packed by a steam 
roller. Many of the rocks were two or three inches thick and 
made for a rough ride, but no mud! The macadam road entered 
Reidsville by way of Wentworth Street. A modern concrete high- 


bee was built from Reidsville to Wentworth and to Leaksville in 
Que 


48 : : 5 i 
es Conversation with Dr. J. D. Jacobs of Reidsville, April 8, 


*9County Commissioners Records, 1906-1907. Notes of Billie 
Jacobs Wright made in 1951. 


5 . . . + ; 
°The Reidsville Review, March 19, 1912. Conversation with 


Roy P. Crowder, January 22, 1982. Conversation with Willie P. 
Wray, January 6, 1965. 


°*Rockingham Deeds, Book 206, p. 559. Conversation with 


R. Percy Carter, December 24, 1981 Conversation with R 
' . oR 
Carter, December, 1981. is 
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°? Rockingham Deeds, Book 2077) De 426. Conversation with 
Paul Wilson, R.F.D., Stoneville, April 10, 1982. 


°° conversation with Mrs. Charlie Knight, February 4, 1982. 


°* Rockingham County Death Records, Volume 20, Mayo Township, 
p. 245. The Reidsville Review, December 1, 1933. Conversation 
with Roy PReCrowder; January 22, 1982. 


°° rhe Leaksville News, September 1, 1950. William C. Burton, 
"Highway Officials Tour Rockingham Roads", The Greensboro Daily 
News, June 12, 1951. The Greensboro Daily News, January 27, 1952. 


° conversation with Willie P. Wray, January 6, 1965. 


*" Notes made in 1951 by Billie Jacobs Wright. 


5 


* he Greensboro Daily News, January 27, 1952. 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY IN LEVI BRANSON'S 
NORTH CAROLINA BUSINESS DIRECTORY, 1867-1897 


Introduction 


Levi Branson's North Carolina Business Directory is an 
invaluable source for late nineteenth century state history. 


In the Directory Branson compiled lists of business and pro- 
fessional people and statistical data. For each county there 
were entries on agriculture, industry, government, religion, 
education, and population. The various editions contain con- 
siderable information on Rockingham County, but, unfortunately, 
thepoirectory is found%only ini the major research libraries. 
This reprint will make the Directory widely available for 
historical and genealogical research for the first time in 
this century. 


A native of Randolph County, Levi Branson (1832-1903) 
was an educator, a Methodist minister, and a publisher. After 
graduation from Trinity College he became principal of Lenior 
Male and Female Seminary, located in Lenoir County, which was 
renamed Lenoir Collegiate Institute in 1856. He remained there 
until the Civil War when he moved to Raleigh and began publish- 
ing elemetary school text books for the youth of the Confederacy. 
A widely used text, A Geographical Reader for Dixie Children 
(1863) was authored by his sister, Marinda Branson, who was 
the wife of James Wright Moore of Rockingham County. Marinda 
Branson Moore opened a school near her home, the Margarita 
Seminary, in 1856. 


Following the death of Marinda, James Wright Moore, the 
owner of the Moore's Mill industrial complex on Belews Creek, 
married her sister Emily Branson, and they were the parents of 
Enoch William Moore (1868-1952), Rockingham County's noted 
inventor. Young Enoch Moore was fascinated by electricity and 
had a successfulcareer as an electrical engineer. He installed 
and operated power plants throughout the South. By 1916 he 
founded Mooreco Enterprises in Pittsburgh, which manufactured 
industrial electric furnaces and dryers. He eventually was 
credited with 130 patents. ” 


The nine editions of Branson's Business Directory were 
published after the Civil War from 1865 to 1897. The various 
editions comprise an amazing amount of historical information 
about individuals and the county's economy in the late nineteenth 
century, and some of the material is not available in any other 
source. The early minutes of the Rockingham County Commissioners 
apparently are lost; consequently, only in the Directory 1s there 
a list of the county's 1868 first board of Commissioners, which 
had the first black to serve as a commissioner, Robert Gwinn. 
From the census it is difficult to determine the population of 
the county's villages; however, Branson listed the population 
figures for the towns. Especially valuable for the researcher 
are the lists of doctors, lawyers, teachers, magistrates, mer- 
chants, ministers, and manufacturers. Although it is not likely 


pH | 


that these compilations are absolutely complete, the fact that 
Branson had relatives in the county gave him personal contacts 
that he lacked in other counties. 


The Historical Society obtained copies of the Directory 
from the North Carolina State Library. The eighth (1896) and 
nineth (1897) editions were discovered to be exact duplicates; 
therefore, only the 1897 edition has been reprinted here. The 
Directory has been reproduced from the original publications. 


Lindley S. Butler 


Notes 


'Charles R. Holleman, "Levi Branson", in North Carolina 
Dictionary of Biography, edited by William S. Powell (Chapel 
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1979), I, ISO, Fabsi 
PRAY 


"Henry Anderson, "Electricity Was Produced on Belews Creek 
Long, Long Ago", Duke Power Magazine, LV (January, 1970), pp. 
12-13. Harold Coy, The Prices and the Moores (New York: Inter- 
national Press, 1944). Lindley S. Butler and Edward A. Sutton, 
"Enoch William Moore", unpublished sketch for the North 


Carolina Dictionary of Biography. 
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BRANSON’S 


NORTH CAROLINA 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY, 


HOI 1867-8, 
CONTAINING FACTS, FIGURES, NAMES AND LOCATIONS, 
REVISED AND CORRECTED ANNUALLY. 


A Directory is on the principle of a Railroad. 
Itishortons Time and Space, and greatly facilitates Business Transactions. 


RALEIGH : 
RRANSON & JONES, PUBLISHERS, 
(Bucum@ors TO Branson, Fakran & Co.) 
No. 15, Fayetteville Street. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


a 


ROBESON, 


= _ 
ROCKINGHAM. 


Cibson’s Store, —-— _ 
Springfield, 
Little’s Mills. 


_ 


ROBESON COUNTY. 


PoruLatron IN 1860°.....0.... 15,489, 
County Seat—LUMBERTON, 


COUNTY OFFICERS. 


Attorney, 
Clerk Co. Court, Jno. A. Rowland. 
Clerk Sup. Court, H. B. Regan, 
Chairman Co, Court, ~—— 

Clerk and M. in Eq. 
Coroner, C. Godwin. 
Register, ms 
Sheriff, Reuben King. © 
Surveyor, 
Standard Keeper, —— — 
Trustee, Reuben King, ’ 


COLLEGE. ° 


Floral College (Female,) 
HOTELS. 
Lumberton Hotel, John A. Rowland. 


Redman’s House, Lumberton, Geo. Red- 
man. 


LAWYERS. 


French W. F. Lumberton. 
Leitch Giles, Lumberton. 
McLean Nathaniel, Lumberton. 
McLean N. A. Lumberton, 
McNair Rory, Lumberton. 
Norment W. S. Lumberton. 
Rowland Alfred, Lumberton. 


5 MERCHANTS, 


Ficlds & Smith, Shoe Heel. 
Fuller A. W, Lumberton. 
Hartman & French, Shoe Heel. 
Nays (O. S.) & Co. Shoe Ifeel. 
Kelly Geo. H. Lumberton. 

Lilly (Roal) & Co. Shoe Heel. . 
Mygrover Speerman, Lumberton, 
Petteway Jas, T. Lumberton. - 
Godwin Berry, Lumberton. 
Paschean EF, Lumberton. 

Pope (J. T.) & Co. Lumberton. 
Redman George, Lumberton. 
Vonglahn & Bro. Lumberton, 


PHYSICIANS, 


Bares John A. Lumberton, 
Brown John B. Lumberton, 


St. Pauls, 


Bethune Angus, Red Banks, 
Dick W. A. Lumberton, 
Dick John Rnd Banks. 
McLean Hector, Lumberton. 
McLean A. B, Shoe Hoel’ 
McCallum W. D. Red Bank. 
McArthur David, Red Bank: 
Norment R. M. Lumberton. 
Regan John, Lumberton. 
Smith Daniel, Shoo Ifoel. 
Smith Duncan, St. Pauls, 


Thompson Charles, Lumberton. 


POST OFFICES & POST MASTERS, 


Lumberton, E. Ranche. 
Red Banks, 
Shoe Heel, O. S. Haya, 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 
PorouLaTION IN 1860.,........16,746,. 
County Soat—WENTWORTH: . 


COUNTY OFFICERS. 


Attorney, Andrew Boyd. |. 

Clerk Co. Court, G. H. Holderby. 
Clerk Sup. Court, — 

Chairman Co, Court, Wm, D, Bethel. 
Clerk and M. in Eq., John Dillard. 
Corouer, or. 

Register, Mr. Jones, 

Sheriff, James Roherts. 

Surveyor, Milerd Kiug. 

Standard Keepor, 
Trustee, Whevler Ifancock. 


SCITOOLS, 


Leaksyille Academy, T. S. Winston. 
Wentworth Academy, D, Barnes, . 
Primary School, Mooresville, Sarah L, 
Branson, ; ak ae 
Origon Hill Academy, Dan’l E, Guarent, 
Madison Academy, ——— ; 


_ CHURCHES AND PASTORS. 


Wentworth, meth. R. @. Barrett, 
Leaksyille, meth, Jas, C. Thomas, 
Grogarnsyille, meth, Jas. C. Thomas, 
Madison, meth. Jas. GO. Thom 

Eagle Falls, meth. Jas, C. Thomas 
Thomsonville, meth, R. @. Barrett.. 
Mt. Carmel, meth, R. GQ, Barrett, 


Palestine, prot. meth, A. Gray, 
New Bethel, chris, M. Dean, 


‘Leaksville, ene = 


ROSADALIS Deautifies the complexion, 


————— 


—— -— — --- 


ROCKINGIIAM 


ae x 


ee ss CCC 


. ksville, bap. 
Tdison, bap. Mr. Qriffln 
Wontworth, prosb. Mr. Jordan. 
Madison, presb, Mr. Jordan. 


HOTELS. 
Rockingham Ifotel, Wentworth, Jymes 
Wright. 
wWoutworth ITotol, Jas, Ifall 


Madison Hotel, Black & Vaughn. 
jicidsvile Hotel, Mr. Oates. 


LAWYERS, 


poyd A. Reidsville, _ 

pillard John, Wentworth. 

Foy B. F. Madison. 

(orrell Samuel, Madison: 

Dandridge ‘Thos, Madison, 

Reynolds T. J. Leakaville, 

Rains J. R. Wentworth, 

Reid Daniel 8. Wentworth. 

Settle Thos, Wentworth, 

Seales A. M. Wentworth, 

Smith Walter, Madison. 

Wall Robt. Ruffin. 

Ward —, Wentworth, 

Waddell J. D. Madison. 

Johns —, Leaksville. 

MANUFACTORIES. 

Cotton Factory, Lcaksville, Turner 
Morehead, 

Foundry, Leaksville, Burton & Co. 

Tobacco Factory, Leaksville, Martin 
Crogan, ; 

Woul Carding, Leaksville, fr, Morchead, 

Tobacco Factory Madison, Caldwell & 
So 

Tavaese Factory, Madison, McGehee & 
Reynolds, 

Wool Carding, Madison, A. M. Searcy. 

Tobacco Factory, Reidsville, R. PL Rich- 
ardson. 

Coach Factory, Wentworth, T. Ratliff. 

Cabinet Shop, Moore’s mill, J. W. Moore. 

Tannery, Madison, Drury Smith. 

Tannery, Leaksville, Ficld & Co. 

Coach Factory, Wentworth, D. K. Tum - 
phries, 


MERCHANTS, 


Burton & Co. Leaksville, 

Cardwell & Co, Madison. 

Black & Vaughn, Madison. 

Pituyerald G Co. Ruttin. 

Ellington & Co. dry yoods, Weutworth, 
Tomax If, P. dry goods, Wentworth, 
Lindsey (Wm.) & Co. Reidsville, 
Morehead Turner, Leaksville. 


een te a ee ce we eee: 


ROSADALIS cures Chronic Liver Complaint, 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 
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ROCKINGHAM. 


McGehee & Reynolds, Madison. 
Johnson Thos, Wentworth, 

' Reynolds & Ficld, Lonksville, 
Ray & Co. Lenkaville, 
Reynolds & Price, Lenkaville, 
Robertson & Co. Lenksville. 
Scrogyins — Madison, 
Smith Drury, Madison. 
Scott Wim. Sesut orth 
Ratliff Thos, dry goodw, Wentworth, 
Richardson Ih. D Reidville. 
Thompson & Co. Reidsville, 
Wright Nowton, Wentworth. 


MINISTERS: 


Barrett I. G. meth., Wentworth. 
Thoinas J. C, meth., Madison. 

Field Benton, meth., (local) Leaksville. 
Endaly Elisha, meth, (local) Limo Kilo, 


Jordan — presb., Madison. 

Griffin — bap., Madison. 

Gray Alson, prot. meth., Madisor. 
Dean M., chrio., Madison. 


MILLS AND OWNERS. 


Merchant Flour, Madison, Drary Smith, 
Morchant Flow, Leaksville, Martin 
Grogan. 

Flour mill, Leaksville, Thos. Galloway. 
Flour and Saw mill, Leaksvillo, Benton 
Ficld. : 
Wour and Saw, Leaksvillo, T, Morehead, 
Saw mill, Reidsville, R. P. Richardson _. 
Saw, Flour and Oil, Madison, A. M. 

Scaray, : 
Saw mill Reidsville, Wm. Lindsay & Co, 
Flour mill, Troublesome, Lawson Wright. 
Saw and Flour, Troublesome, Geo, D, 

Raid, 

Sawand Flour, Troublesome, FE, Wade, 
Saw and Flour, Troublesome, J. T. 

Morehead. 

Flour and Saw, Wentworth, Al, Lomax. 

Saw mill, Madison, IL. Foy. — 

Flour and Saw, Madison. Jas W. Moore, 

Steam Saw und Flour, Madison, Card- 
well & Son. 


PITYSICLANS. 


Courts Jas. W. Raffin. 
Rains John Ro Wentworth, 
Reynolds ‘Thos, Leaksville, 
Waddill J. W. Aladison. 
Johns — Leaksville. 

Field Thos, Jeaksville, 
DeJournett Geo. Ruflin 
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BRANSON?’S: 


NORTIL CAROLINA 


mustness Directory 
7 9) Cr 
TOMS Go: 
Contuiuiny Ercts, Figures, Manes and Corntions. 
REVISED AND CORRECTED ANNUALLY. 


An agourate Inowledge of Names and Lootivons, 
Hrings Men nearer together, and quickens trade. 


J. A. JONES, PAO BI Le Sil bere 


(Svoorsson To Branson Fanran & Ce.,) 


No. 16, Fayetteville Stroot, 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


——_ + 


ROBESON. 


ROBESON COUNTY. 


Popunation 1x 1860..... ee 16,489. 
County Seat—LuusBeERTon. 


COUNTY OFFICERS. 


Clerk Superior Court,.John C. Moore, 
Coroner , weeeoeecs .». Bverett Phillips, 
H. J. McLean, Ch., 
J. L. Nance, 

James Oxendine, 
William Rice, 

J.D. McAlister, 


Register of Deeds, .. Nat. McLean, 


e 
Commissioners: so. 


Sheriff. ee WED «ces Bs A. Howell. 
Surveyor .........63. A. Johnson, 


Standard Keeper,,...H. H. Smith. 
Solicitor 4th Dist,.,. John A. Richardson, 
Treasurer., .......E. D. Johnson, 


CHURCHES AND PASTORS. 


Black Swamp, ——, E.D.Jobnson, Bap 
Lumberton, Lumberton, —— Pit- 


man, : Bap 
Lumberton, Lumberton, W. M. Jor- — 

dan, "Meth 
Antioch, Lumberton, H. McLean, Pres 
Center, Lumberton, yi. Coble, Pres 
Bethel, Lumberton, M. McNair, Pres 
Philadelphia, Lumberton, H. Mc- - 

Lean, Pres 


HOTELS. 


Lumberton Hotel, John A. Rowland, 
Redman’s House, Lumberton, G. Redman, 


LAWYERS. 


French W. F., Lumberton, 
Leitch Giles, Lumberton, 
McLean Nathaniel, Lumberton, 
McLean N. A., Lumberton, 
Norment W. §., Lumberton, 
Rowland Alfred, Lumberton, 


MERCIIANTS. 


Ashley Charles, Lumberton, 
Barnes W. P., Lumberton, 
Fields & Smith, Shoe Heel, 
Fuller A. W., Lumberton, 
Godwin Berry, Lumberton 
Hartman & French, Shoe Heel, 
Hays (0.) & Co., Shoe Heel, 
Kelly Geo, H., Lumberton, 
Lilly Roal & Co., Shoe Heel, 
Melke Arthur, Lumberton, 


aeeeaaaa 
DBAMReReRanmnwme 


Melliam (R.) & Bro., Clay Valley, 


ROCKINGHAM. 


Myrover Bridges, Lumberton, 
Petteway Jas, T., Lumberton, 
Paschau E,, Lumberton, 
Pitman H, F., Leesville, 

Pope (J. T.) & Co., Lumberton, 
Prevalt E. & A,, Clay Valley, 
Smith Nelson, Lumberton, 
Smith Ll. H., Lumberton, 
Btephens M., Lumberton, 
Tolar 8. B., St. Pauls, 
Vonglahn & Bro., Lumberton, 


AADAMADADMAAaDa. 
MRaAamMDaDMDnamnDmamm 


PHYSICIANS. 


Barnes John A,, Lumberton, 
Brown John B., Lumberton, 
Bethune Angus, Red Banks, 
Dick W. A., Lumberton, 

Dick John, Red Banks, 
McLean Hector, Lumberton, 
McLean A, B., Shoe Heel, 
McCallum W, D., Red Banks, 
McArthur David, Red Banks, 
Norment R, M., Lumberton, 
Regan John, Lumberton, 
Smith Daniel, Shoe Heel, 
Smith Duncan, St. Pauls, 
Thompson Charles, Lumberton. 


POST OFFICES AND POST MASTERS. 


Lumberton, Marvin Q. Bryan, 
Red Banks, J. E. Roberts, 
Shoe Heel, 0. 8. Hays, 

8t. Pauls, 8. B, Tolar, 
Queensdale, Gilbert O. Dea, 
Leesville, William Brown, 


SCHOOLS. 


Floral College, (Female) Rev. G. Morgan, 
Edenboro College (Medical) Shoe, Heel, 
Hector McLean. 


Surrack—Low, Level, and in ‘many 
laces swampy—lays on both sides of the 
Parivar River—much of the land is rich, 


Starirs—Cotton, Corn, Shingles, Lum- 
ber and Naval Stores, 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


Poruxiatiox In 1860..... ee veees 16,740; 
County Seat—Wxntworrs. 


COUNTY OFFICERS. 


QS | Clerk Superior Court,Thos. A. Bagland, 
GS | Coroner............Calvin Preddy. 
eeeont 


STYRON & BALL, Grocers. 


NEW DERNE, W, O. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


ROCKINGHAM. 


ROCKINGHAM, 


Zach. Groom, Ch., 
William F, Windsor, 
John H. French, 
Robt. Gwinn, (col.), 
Charles Williams, 


Register of Deeds... .Green L, Jones, : 
SRG Fixes as ss inthe on k BULETBONL, 
Surveyor, .....+0+0.James Starrett, 


Commissioncr’, .. + 


Standard Keeper... . 
Solicitor Tth Dis... ... J. R. Bulla, 


Treasurer...........Julin W, Foster, 


CHURCHES AND PASTORS, 


Wentworth, Wentworth, John W. 
Lewis, 
Leaksville, Leaksville, John W. 

Lewis, 
Madison, Madison, S. De. Peeler, 
Grogansville, Madison, S. DePeeler, 
Eagle Falls, Madison, 8. DePeeler, 
Mt, Carmel, Wentworth, John W. 
Lewis, 
Lows’ Chapel, Wentworth, John W. 
Lewis, : Meth 
Palestine, Madison, A. Gray, Prot. Metb 
Wentworth, Wentworth, D, F, Jor- 


Meth 


Meth 
Meth 
Meth 
Meth 


Meth 


dan, Pres 
Madison, Madison, D. F. Jordan, Pres 
Leaksville, Lenksville, —— Lee, Bap 
Madison, Madison, Griffin, Bap 


Center, Leaksville, — McNealy, Prim. Bap 
Sardis, Madison, — McNealy, Prim. Bap 
Epiphany, Leaksville, P. D. Thomp 

son, Epis 
Mt, Bethel, Madison, M. Dean, Chris 
HOTELS, 


Rockingham Ifotel, Wentworth, James 
Hall, 

Reidsville Hotel, Harris, 

Madison Hotel, P. Black, 

Wentworth iotel, Wentworth, James 
Wright, 

Hotel, Leaksville, Wm, Strong. 


LAWYERS, 


Boyd Andy, Reidsville, 

Reid David S., (Ex Gov.) Wentworth, 

Settle Thos,, Wentworth, (Judge Supreme 
Court,) : 

Scales A.jM., Wentworth, 

Ward , Ventworth, 

Mebane N., Wentworth, 

Morehead J, Turner, Leaksville. 


MANUFACTORIES. 


Cotton Mills, Leaksville, J. Turner More- 
head, 


Coaches, &c., Wentworth, Dr, A. Hum. 
phries, ap sh ahem 
Foundry, Leaksvillo, Burton & Co., 
Tobacco, Ruffin, Fitzgerald & Co., 
Tobacco, Leasville, Price & Evans, — 
Tobacco, Lenksville, Martin Grogan, 
Tobacco, Madison, William Reynolds, 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Robt, P. Richardson, 
Tobacco, Madison, George Webster, 
Tobacco, Madison, J. H. Cardwell, 
Tobacco, Reidsville, E. M. Powell, — 
Tobacco, Madison, Thos. Price & Co., 
Tobacco, Madison, Isaac Hand, . 
Furniture, Madison, Jamos Wright Moore, 
Tannery, Madison, Peter Scales, 
Tannery, Madison, Drury Smith, - 
Tannery, Leaksville, Benton Field, 
Wool Carding, Leaksville, J. Turner More- 
head, 
Wool Carding, Madison, P. Price, 
Wool Carding, ——, George D. Boyd, 


MERCHANTS, 
Amos P., Madison, Saddles and ITarness 


Burton & Co., Leaksville, G3 
Black & Vaughn, Madison, 


Cummings & Bro., Wentworth, Gs 
Edwards & Co., Wentworth, Gs 
Field Benton, Leaksville, Jewelry 


Grogan Martin, Leaksville, 
Hopkins P., Monroeton, 
Fitzgerald & Co., RuMn, 
Johnson (Thos.) & Co., Ruffin, 
Lindsey & Co,, Reidsville, 
Lomax I. P., Madison, 
Morehead J. Turner, Leaksville, 
Reynolds W. P., Madison, 
Oaks, Smith & Co., Reidsville, 
Price (J. P.) & Son, Leaksville, 
Price & Bro., Madison, 
Reynolds & Fields, Lenksville, 
Reynolds & Price, Leaksville, 
Ray & Co,, Leaksrille, 

Rawley & Bro., Ruilin, 

Ratliff & Bro,, Wentworth, 
Richardson R, P., Reidsville, 
Spraggins M., Madison, 

Stone F, L., Madison, 

Stone P. M., Madison, 

Smith Drury, Madison, 

Scott Wm., Wenthworth, 
Wright Newton, Wentworth, 


MQOMQOQGQQVDADASCGBIAGaAaADQAAARA 
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MINISTERS, 
DePecler Simeon, Madison, Meth 
Field Benton, Leakvilles, (Local,) Meth 


Field Daniel E., Leaksville, (Local), Meth 

Eudaly Elisha, Timo Kiln, (Local), Beth 

Shelton Samuel F,, Walnut Cove, 
(Local), : Meth 


STYRON & BALL, Grocers, 


NEW BERNE, N. 0. 
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ROCKINGHAM. 


Epis 

Pres 

Prim. Bap 
Bap 

Chris 


Thompson YP, D., Leaksville, 
Jordan D, F., Madison, 
McNeely , Leaksville, 
Lee ——, Lenksville, 

Dean M., Madison, 


MINES. 


Plumbago, Rufin, Anderson & Co., 
Coal, Leaksville, Wade. 


MILLS AND OWNERS. 


Grist, Madison, Louis Joiner, 

Grist, Madison, —— Humphrey, 

Saw, Reidsville, Wm. Lindsey, 

Saw, Reidsville, —— Jarvis, 

Saw, Reidsvillv, R. P. Richardson, 

Flour and Saw, Reidsville, G. D. Boyd, 

Flour and Saw, Reidsville, James T. More- 
head, 

Flour and Saw, Reidsville, Elisha Wade, 

Flour, Reidsville, Lawson Wright, 

Steam, Reidsville, R. P. Richardson, 

Flour, Madison, Drury Smith, 

Flour, Leaksville, M. Grogan, 

Flour, Leaksville, Thos. Galloway, 

Flour and Saw, Leaksville, Burton & Co., 

F.and Saw, Leaksville, J. T. Morehead, 

Flour, Saw and Oil, Madison, P. Price, 

Saw and Grist, Madison, W. IH. Foy, 

Flour and Saw, Madison, Smith & Price, 

Flour, Madison, James Cardwell, 

Merchant Flour, Grist and Saw, Madison, 
James W. Moore, 

Steam Saw, Madison, Jas. Cardwell, 

Flour and Saw, Madison, A. Lomax. 


PILYSICIANS. 


Courts James, Ruftin, 

Dandridge Thos., Madison, 
DeJournett, Geo., Ruflin, 

Foy B. F., Madison, 

Garrett Samuol, Madison, 
Hereford W. N., Wentworth, 

Hay P., Madison, (not practicing), 
Martin Sydney, Madison, (not practicing), 
Johns A., sr., Leaksville, 

Johns A., jr., Leaksville, 

Powell E. M., Reidsville, 

Patrick H., Reidsville, 

Rains J. R., Wentworth, 

Reynolds Thos,, Leaksville, 

8mith J. 8., Madison, 

Smith Walter, Madison, 

Scales Jefferson, Reidsville, 

Thompson H. H., Madison. 


Dentist 


POST OFFICES AND POST MASTERS. 


Lawsonville, John Windsor, 
eaksville, Jones W, Burton, 
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Lennox Castle, James R, Garrett, 
Madison, JL. 8, Black, 
Monrveton, Lawson Wright, 
Reidsville, Stephon F, Terry, 
Rutliu, Mra, S, T. Strader, 
Thompsonville, J. GQ. Wheeler, 
Troublesome, Ann Pearson, 
Wentworth, Neil Ellington. 


SCILOOLS, 


Male Academy, Leaksville, T. 8. Winston, 
Male Academy, Ruttin, Wm. R. Lindsay, 
Madison Academy, Maison, : 
Academy, Oregan Hill, Daniel Garant, 
Male Academy, Wentworth, N. Chebon, 
Female School, Madison, D. F. Jordan, 
Preparatory School, Moore's Mill, Mrs. 
E. B. Moore, 

Beulah Male Institute, Madison, 
Male Academy, Reidsville, Hobgood 


PROMINENT FARMERS. 


Geo, I, Aiken, 963 acres, valued at 
$9,500; John W. Broadnax, 666—$12,083; 
John W. Broadnax, rv., 1 556—820,000 ; 
Lon. Broadnax, 883—86,666 ; E. T. Broad- 
nax, 1,600—$20,000; Jones W. Burton, 
1,426—$12,780; John H. Clark, 1,669— 
$16,000; Jas. P. Dillard, 394—€4,850 ; 
James T. Morehead, 8.051—$15,871 ; Sam- 
uel P. Wilson, 1,874—$20,890; John H. 
Dillard, Thomas Reyolds, Franklin Harris, 
Thomas Carter, Zeckse ile: Valentino Allen, 
888—S8,550 ; Raleigh Galloway, 1,010— 
$8,000; E. F. Scales, §68—$6.680 ; Hon. 
Thos. Settle, 1,.227—€17.597, Spring Gar- 
den: Leo H. Dalton, 777—$86,999; Mary 
Moore, 1,992—88,990; Jotn D, Watkins, 
827—$13,260; J. M. Lindsay, 2318; Jas. 
Reynolds, Thos, J. Robertson, Joshua 
Wall, Robert Lewis, Joseph Cardwell, 3fad- 
tson: Dr. Giles, P. Bailoy, 940—$10,050 ; 
W. P. Watt, 2.220—$16,050, Rufin : Dr. F. 
M. Powell, 1,140—$5,248 ; Hon. Geo. D. 
Boyd, 888—$7,616; Robert W. Lamson, 
651—$7,000; Robert HI. Scales, 1,808— 
$15,696; W. D. Bethel, 1,692—$16,092 ; 
John G. Broadnax, 2,000—$28,000 ; Rob- 
ert P. Broadnax, Hugh Reid, Wm. Sscalos, 
—— Mitchell, Reidse ite, 


Sorrace—Moderatoly hilly ; contains 
many beautiful farms and fine country 
seats, particularly along the banks of the 
Dan River, where tho scenery is very fine 
and the lauds rich. : 

StapLRs—Tobacco, Corn, Wheat, Oats, 
and Fruits in great varioty, (This is one 
of the finest Tobacco Countles in the 
State.) 


§. T. JONES & Co., Bankers and Brokers, 
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“Carolina! Carolina! Heaven's blessings attend her ! 
While we live, we will cherish, and love and defend her ; 
Though the scorner may sneer at, and witlings defame her, 
Yet our hearts swell with gladness, whenever we name her.” 

WM. GASTON, 
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Rochinghan. County. 


050; Henry C. Alford, 415—1,000 ols. ; 
Johu Patterson, 581--976 dols.; Daniel 
McCallum, S89—2,000 dols. 


Surface.—Low, level, and in maay places 
swampy—lies on both sides of the Lum- 
ber River; much of the land fs rich. 

Stap'es.—Cotton, Corn, Shingles, Lumber 
and Naval Stores. 


Rockingham County. 
PorubaTION IN 1870—15, 708. 

White, 9,493; Colored, 6,215. 
County Seat —Wentworti, 
Poru ATION, (includ’g town'p,) 1,767. 

White, 1,085; Colored, 682. 
* Madison has a population of 295. 


County Ofltecrs, ' 


Clerk Superior Court.—Thomas A. 
Fara 

Commissioners. —H. P. Lomax, Jas. H. 
Hall, Pryor Renolds, F. T. Stone, 
R. A, Holderby, 

Covoner.—Jas. A.. Allen. 

Reyister of Deeds.—D. W. Busick. 

Sheriff. —J. 8. Johnston. 

Solicitor.—JI. R. Bulla, 7th Dist. 

Surveyor.—E. W. Hancock. 

Standurd Keeper.—B. J. Law. 

Treasurer.—W. M. Edwards. 


Townships, 
Names, Clorks and Post Offices of Clerks. 


Huntsville—J. B. Rav, Leaksville. 
Leaksville--W. W. Oliver, Madison. 
Mayo--W. P. Hopkins, Madison. 
Organville--R. S. Mitchell, Rutttn. 
Simpsonsvillea—E, M. Scales, Stoneville. 
Wentworth—J. K. McCoy, Weutworth, 
Williamsboro—G, T. Walker, Reldsville, 


Churches, 
Namez, Post Offices, Pastors aud Devon. 


Wentworth—Wentworth, John W. 
Lewls, 

Bethlehem —Wentworth, Jonn W. 
Lewis. Meth 

Leaksvillo—Leaksville, Frank I. 

. Reid, Meth 

Madison—Maulson, Frank L. Reld, Meth 

Grogansville--Madison, Frank L. 
Reld, 

Eagle Falls—Mudison, Frank L. 
Rell. 


Meth 


Meth 


Meth 


Rockingham County. 


Mt. Camel—Ruflin, John W. Lewis, Meth 
Low’s Chapel—Reidsvilley, John W. 
Lewis, Meth 
Union--Ruttin, John W. Lewls, Meth 
Sandy Cross—Wentworth, -——- Prot Meth 
Palestine—Madison, A. Gray, Prot Meth 
Wentworth-Wentworth, Jas. Shearer, Pres 
Leaksville—Leaksville, Jas. Shearer, Pres 
Madison--Madison, Jase Shearer, 
Leaksville— Leaksvilly, —-— Jones, 
Mis Bap 
Reidsville—Reidsville, ———, Mis Bap 
Wolf Island—Reidsviile, Robt. Shri- 
eve, Prim Bap 
Lick Fork—Rutlin, . Prim Bup 
Madison—Madison, — Brown, Mis Bap 
Centre—Leaksville, —MeMealy, Prim Bap 
Sardis —Madison, —MeNealy, Prim Bap 
Epiphany —~ Leaksville, — Lee, Epis 
Mt. Bethel--Madison, M. Dean, Christ 


Wlotcls, 


Names, Post Oflices and Proprictors, 


Hall House, Wentworth, J. H. Hall. 
Bluck’s Hotel, Madison, P. Black, 
Smith's Hotel, Reidsville, JOW.Smith & Co 
Reldsville Hotel, Reidsville. Jo M. Parris. 
Wentworth Hotel, Wentworth, Jas. Wright 


Lawycrs, 
Names of Lawyers and Post ONiees, 


Boyd A. J., Wentworth. 

Douglass Stephen A., Doulas, 

Mebane W. N., Wentworth, 

Morenead J. Turner, Leaksyville. 

Reid David S., Wentworth, [Ex. Goy.]} 

Settle Thomas, Wentworth, (Ex. Minister 
to Peru.) 

Scales A. NM., Wentworth. 


Wanufactori¢s, 
Manufactorics, Post Olces and Proprictora, 


Leaksville Cotton Factory, Loaksville, J. 
Turner Morehead. 
Tobacco, Wentworth, R. A, Ellington. 
Tabacco, Leaksville, Dillard & Co, 
Tobacco, Madison, Reynolds & Co. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Oaks & Co, 
Tobacco, Rullin, Fitzzerald & Co, 
Tobucco, Rutln, Holderby & Co. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Ro P. Richardson, 
Tobacco, Stoneville, J. M. Grogan, 
Spoke and Handle, Leaksville, J. Turner 
Morhead & Co-, 
Wool Carding, Leaksville, 
Morehead & Uo., { 
Wool Carding, Reidsville, G. D. Boyd. 
Tannery, Leaksville, Fick. 
Tannery, Madison, Peter Scales. 
Tannery, Madison, Jug. Reynolds, 
Tannery, Madison, Drury Smith, 
Furniture, Madison, Jas. W. Moore. 
Con thes, Wontworth, —— Wrav, 


J. Turner 


Pres | 


"Q81[ BY} Spyaq ao] oy} ‘Kp[Iquinp pue Agjrorpdurs ‘ssauyouduioo 10,7 


D. W. COURTS, Gen. AgentPiedmont & Arlington Company, ,, 
WESTERN N. C., RUFFIN, 


3 


New York. 


~ 


O 


MITCH 
2 


The Piedmont § Arlington has passed the Insurance Department 


BRANSON’S NORTH CAROLINA 


Rockingham County. 


—————————— 


Merchants, 
Names, Post Officos, Line of Business, 


Black & Vauchn, Madison, 
Black & Scales, Madison, 
Burton & Smith, Leaksville, 
Cummings ——, New Bethel, 
Cummings T. K., Wentworth, 
Edwards & Co., Wentworth, 
Fitzgerald R. B., Ruffin, 
Grozan M., Leaksville, 

Harris & Bro., Reldsville, 
Hopkins W. P., Monrocton, 
Johnson & Co., Rutfin, 
Lomax A., New Bethel, 
Lomax H. T., New Bethel, 
Lindsay & Reid, Reidsville, 
Law & Son, Wentworth, 
McGeehe & Carter, Madisoa, 
Morehead J. T., Leaksville, 
Price & Co., Grogunsville, 
Price Thomas, Madison, 
Richardson R. P., Reidsville, 
Ratlif & Bro., Wenrworth, 
Reynolds Pryor, Leaksville, 
Reynolds Dr. Thos., Leaksville, 
Reynolds & Co., Madison, 
Smith & Co., Reidsville, 

Scott W., New Bethel, 

Smith Drury, Grogansville, 
Stone P. M., Stoneville, 
Stone F. J., Stoneville, 
Withers, Nunnally & Co., RuMn, 


Ministers, Resident, - 


Names, Post Offices nnd Denominations. 
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Anderson John H., Wentworth, Meth 
Reid Frank L., Madison, Meth 
Lewis John W., Wentworth, Meth 
Field D. E., Leaksville, Meth 


Eudaly Elisha, Madison, 
Shearer James, Madison, 
Fontaine J. H.. Reidsville, 
Brown —, Madison, 
Shrieve Robt., Reidsville, 
McNealy G. W., Stoneville, 


Meth 
Pres 

Mis Rap 
Mis Rap 
Prim Bap 
Prim Bap 


Mines, 
Kinds and Post Offices, 


Coal, [not worked,] Leaksville, — Wade. 
Iron, [not worked,] near Reidsville, Jas, 
Morehead. 


NWills, 
Kinds, Post Offices and Proprictora, 


Flour and Saw, Leaksville, J.T. Morehead. 
Flour and Saw, Lenksville, D. BE. Field, 
Flour and Saw, Leaksville, Martin Grogan, 
Flour, Eagle Falls, Thos. Calloway, 
Flour and Saw, Madison, Walter Sinith, 
Flour and Saw, Madison, T. D. Price, 
Flour and Saw, Madison, Jas. W. Moore, 
Flour, Madison, James Cardwell, 


Pare acne eer ee 


Rockinghane County. 
EFS a ee 


Saw, Madison, §. Wall. 

Saw, Mudison, Z TL. Wall, 

Saw, Madison, George Webster, 

Saw, Madison, H. Foy. 

Flour and Saw, New Bethel, A. Lomax, 

Flour, Corn und Saw, (steam and water, ] 
Reidsville, G. D. Boyd, 

Flour and Saw, Monrocton, J. Morehead, 

Flour and Saw, Reldsville, BE. Wade & Co, 

Flour and Saw, Monroeton, Cunningham, 

Saw and Corn, Monrocton, Shaw & Co, 

Flour, RuMn, Bethel & Co. . 

Flour and Saw, Reldsville, IT, Reid. 

Flour, Grist and Saw, Wentworth, Miner 
& Small. 

Flour and Corn, Wentworth, T. A. Ratlit, 

Flour and Corn, Leaksville, FE. T. Broad. 
nax. 

Flour and Corn, Wentworth, Galloway & 
Moore, 

Coru, Wentworth, Miss Ann Roach, 


Physichans, : 
Namos and Post OMecs. 


Courts W. J., Rumn. 
DeJarnett G. S., Rumin 
Dillard John, Madison, 
Dandrige T. W., Madison, 
Foy B. F., Madison, 

Garrett Samuel, New Bethel. 
Goarrant FE. W., Leaksville. 
May P. A., Madison, 

Johns A., Jr, Leaksville. 
Johns A., Sr, Leaksville. 
Marthn Joshua, Leaksville, 
Patrick Hugh T., Monrocton. 
Rain J. R., Wentworth. 
Speneer —, Madison, 

Smith Walter R., Madison, : 
Seales Rieharad, Stoneville, 
Sinith Nat., Stoneville, 
Seales Jet, Reldsvitle. 

Smith Joshua, Stoneville, 
Wharton IL, Rafln. 


Post OMees, 


Aspin Grove, Monroeton, 
Benaja, Price's Store, 
Berry Hill, Reldsyille, 
Doughis, Rutin, 
Lawsonvillo, Stoneville, 

Leaks ville, Thompsonville, 
Lenox Castle, TRS re 
Madison, Wentworth, [c. h.] 


Schools, 
Names, Principals and Post Ofices. 


Wentworth Male, Jas. We Rotd, Wentw'h, 

Reidsvillo Male, —— Fontalne, Reidsville. 

Reldsville Female, Misses Sully Brent & 
Mary Ervin, Reidsville, : 

Stoneville Made, RY HW. Sinith, Stoneville. 

Leaksville Mato, Nv IL Smith, Lenksville. 
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Thon let all those who Jove us, love tho land that we livo in, 


As happy a rogion aa on this sido of Honven, 
Where He Md 


Hurrah! Hurrah! the Old North State Forover! 
y WILLIAM GASTON, 


RALEIGH, N. 0.: 
L, BRANSON, PUBLISHER AND BOOKSELLER, 
No. 15 Favetrevitu.2 Street, 
1878. 
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Bost Oflfecs. 


Alfordsville, Mclrose, 
Antioch, Muss Neck, 
Allenton, | Morrosencan, . 
Brooklin, Red Banks, 
Dundarrach, Saint Paul’s, 
Wowellsville, Shoo Ifcol. 
Leesville, Sterling’s Mills, 


Lumberton, (c. h.)Tolarsville, 
Ward's Store. 


Schools, 
Names, Post OMeces nnd Prinetpata, 
Floral College, Shoe Heel, Rev. Arch- 
ibald Baker, 
Ashpole Academy, Red Banks, Iam- 
ilton MeMillan, 


Edinburg Medical College, Dr. Ice- 
tor McLean, 


Farmers, 
Post OMees and Names, 


Anrroci.—-John @. Brown, Daniel 
B. MeLean, Jos. A. Smith, Daniel 
Bigys, H. Wf. Hodgins Arenibald 
Campbell, 

Brooknin, —-F. FL Floyd, HWinnant 
Faulk, Johnson HH, Floyd, F. J. 
Floyd, 

Duxpvarnaren.--W. C. MeNeill, D, B. 
MeGuoesn, cas. AS MeGuein, <0; 
Litde, Wm. Graham, Wiram Conoly, 
HM. J. Conoly, Neill Graham, J.C. 
Meftenzie, TB. MeLauechlin, Jas. 
Currie, Col. Alexander McMillan, 
Shertf® Ro MeMitlan, 

Fam Brurr.--B. M. Floyd, Giles 
Williams, Bright) Williams, Spier 
Walters, Samucl Floyd. - 

Luamenvon.—-Dorsey MeNeill, A. A. 
ARMANI, af Jey Rowland, David 
Townsend, Eli Ty Wishart, Lewis 
West, Wright Titman, Reuben M, 
White, Hugh M. White, Giles 
Floyd, De deatoriseoeaAs 11. Me- 
Leod, Alexander Guon, 

Moss Neck —Jacob Thompson, Willis 
P. Moore, ; 

Metnosk-—-D. PL MeEeachin, D. J. 
MeFachin, T. M. Watson, Jno, Gra- 
ham, Angus MeBryde, Heetor Me- 
Lean, D. S. Morrison, 

Rep Basks =P We Alford, Brown 
MeCatlum, Dr We. oD. MeCallum, 
J.D. Bridgers, Tos. BL MeCalhim, 

St. Paun's-=A. OG. MeKinnon, Neill 
MeNeill, Wing Davis N.S Be Me- 
Geachy, Dr, Dunean Sinith, 


Cif Opus ain LES, ‘Booleseller ana. 
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ROCKINGIAM COUNTY, 
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Stion Miexn—Arch'd Pureell, Macon 
Purcell, John Gowers, M. ©. Me. 
Nair, Wim, A, Sallers, McKay Sa). 
Jers, Robert McNair, A. S. Baker 
Jas. N, McLean, Col. PLP. Smith’ 
Dr. Daniel Smith, Wenry ©, Alford 
John Patterson, Danicl McCanum, 


Correspondents Agr'l Dept 


Mamilton McMillan, Red Banks; p. 
P. McEachern, Shoe ITeel. 


Band, Live Stock and Values, 


TLann.-—Acres, 600,459; Value, es 
034,869; Town Property, $95,826, 

~ Aggregate, $1,180,188. 

Live Srock,—Iforses, 1,496; Value, 
$120,700; Mules, 1,078; Value, 
$107,800; Jucks, 2; Value, $200; 
Jennets, 1; Value, $30; Goats, 
250; Value, $250; Cattle, 10,511; 
Value, $54,000; Hogs, 24,925; Val. 
ue, F24,950; Sheep, 7,934; Value, 
$7,936. 


Surface.—Low, level, and in many 
places swempy—lies on both sides 
of the Lumber River; much of the 
land f3 rich, Ks 

Staples, —Cotton, corn, shingles, lum- 
Der and naval stores. 


Rockingham County. 


PoruLation rx 1870 —-15, 708. 

White, 9,493; Colored, G25) 
County Seat--Wrntwortit, 
Povenation, (ine'g township,) 1,767, 

Whites 1.083: Colored, 682, 
Madison has a population of 295. 
County OMeers. 
Clerk Superior Court.--David Settle, 
Commisstonera,—A, J. Ellington, J. N. 
Irvin, vA. Neal, ebeaDPasetiatl 
J. AL Vernon, 
Corener,— —— ——. 
Register of Deeds,-—R, J. Lewelly Nn, 
Sherith=John S&S, Johnston, 
Solicitor, —F, N. Strudwieck, Tth Dis. 
Surseyor--B. W. Hancock, 
STATE NCO Pye cere ee 
Trersurer.—James We. Reid, 


Courts, 
Tonuth Monday after first Monday in 
Mareh and September, 


Stattonrer, 


GLEN ShOR GD. No Ce: 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


Townships and Magistrates. 


Leaksville—Constantine Osborne, John 
-Q. Roberts, Alexandor Smith, Jones 
“W. Burton. 
Stoneville-Henry Barnes, E.P. Barnes, 
Winston Kallam, Francis J. Stone. 

Madison—James A. Vernon, Henry 
McGehee, Z. L. Wall, ‘T. McWVood- 
burn. ; 

Huntsville—Wm, Carter, R. 8. Rey- 

nolds, R. B. Henderson, 

New Bethel—Thos. Cummings, IT. P. 

Lomax, James Kallum, 

Simpsonville—W. P. Hopkins, John 

Hutchison, Thomas Moore. 

Wentworth—Nathan Mobley, Win. M. 
‘Ellington, P. D. McCollum. 

Oregon— Walter Lauder, R. A. Hold- 

erby, W. S. Carter. 

Williamsburg—J. W. McDowell, Al- 

fred Walker, Alex. J. Jones, Hugh 
K. Reid. 


Churches, 
Names, Post Oflices, Pastors and Denom, 


Wentworth, Wentworth, V. A. 
Sharp, ; -° Meth 
Bethlehem, Wentworth, V. A. 
Sharp, Meth 
Bake Madison, L, E, Stacy, Meth 
Eden, Madison, L, FE. Stacy, Meth 
Madison, Madison, L. FE, Stacy, Meth 
Grogansville, do, IL. E. Stacy, Meth 
Eagle Falls, do, L, E, Stacy, Meth 
Mt. Carmel, ——, V. A. Sharp, Meth 
Low’s Chapel, —, V. A. Sharp, Meth 


Union, Ruffin, V. A. Sharp, Meth 
Sandy Crose, Wentworth, —— 

—, : . Prot Meth 
Palestine, Madison, A. Gray, 
ie ae noe we els erOb Met 
Wentworth, , C. Miller,” Pres 
Leaksville, » C. Miller, Pres 
Madison, Madison, —— ——, . Pres 


Leaksville, Leaksville, — Joncs, Bap 

Reidsville, Reidsville, P. H. 

» Fountaino, i ated Bo 

Wolf Island, Reidsville, Rob't 
Shrieve, . Prim Bap 

Lick Fork, Ruftin, ——,° Prim Bap 

Madison, Madison, P, H, Foun- 
tainc, et - ° Bap 

Centro, ——, P. H. Fountainc, Bap 

Sardis, Madison, Robert Till, 

Prim Bap 


Bap 


Epiphany, Leaksvillo, —Leo, Epis 
Mount Bethel, Madison, M. 
Dean, Christ 


8. 


a} 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


ELotels, 
Names, Post Oftlees snd Proprietors. 


Hotel, Ruffin, T. L. Rawley. 
Hotel, Wentworth, W. M. Ellington. 
Black’s Hotel, Madison, P. Black. 
Labarbe Hotel, Reidsville, A. P. La- 
barbe. 
Reidsville Hotel, Reidsville, G@. W. 
Church. 
Wentworth Hotel, Wentworth, Jas. 
W. Reid. 
Lawycrs. 
‘Names and Post OMeca, 
Boyd A. J., Wentworth. 
Dillard J. H., Wentworth, 
Glenn, J B., Reidsville. 
Glenn R. B., Wentworth, 
Johnston P. B., Wentworth. 
Mebane W. N., Wentworth. 
Pannill J. T., Wentworth, 
Reid David §., Wentworth, 
Gov.] 
Reid J. W., Wentworth. 
Reid Thos. S., Wentworth, 
Scott H. R., Aspen Grove, 
Watkins S. F., Wentworth. 


Manufactories. 
Manufuctorics, Post OMees and Prop’rs. 


Cotton Factory, Leaksville, J. Turner 
Morehead & Co. ae 
Tobacco, Wentworth, R. A. Elling- 
ton. : ht : 
Tobacco, Leaksville, Dillard & Moir. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, J, H. Hall. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Lindsey & Co. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, F. & R. Penn. 
Tobacco, Ruftin, Fitagerald & Co. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, R. P. Richard- 
son. 
Spoke & Handle, Leaksville, J. Turner 
Morehead & Co. 
Wool Carding, Leaksville, J. Turner 
Morehead & Co. 
Wool Carding, Reidsville, G. D. Boyd. 
Tannery, Leaksville, —— Field. 
Tannory, Madison, Peter Scales. 
Tannery, Madison, James Reynolds. 
Furniture, Madison, Jas, W. Moore. 
Coaches, Wentworth, 8. B, Wray. 
Tobacco Boxcs, Madison, James W. 
Moore. ~ - 
Tobacco, Lawsonvillo, T. J. Motley. 
Cubinct Making, Leukevillo, Jas. R. 
Stevens. f 
Saddles & Harness, Leaksville, Peter 
D. Wade. 


[Ex- 


se: 
Buy your Drugs and Medicines of CALLUM BROS. & CO., 
Drugygista, Greensboro, N. C. 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


Cabinct Making, Madison, James L. 
Morrison, 

Cabinct Making and Building, Madi- 
son, J. L. Robinson. © 

Tobacco, Reidville, H. C, Hatcher. 

Tobacco, Reidsville, Fs; R. Penn & 


Co. 
Tobaceo, Reidsville, Harris, Mot- 
ley & Co. 


Merchants. 
Names, Post Offices, Line of Business. 


Black & Price, Madison, Gs 
Burton & Smith, Leaksville, as 
Burton J. W. & 8. 8., Reidsville, G@ S 
Bennett J. H. & Bro., Reidsville, GS 
Blackwell & Bro., Ruffin, Gs 
Barnes John, & Son, Reidsville, GS 
Cummings M. P., Aspen Grove, GS 
Cummings T. K., Aspen ae @s 
Carter & Guerrant, Ruffin, . Gs 
Daily T. J., Reidsville, é' @s 
Dillard, Moir & Guerrant, Leaks- . 

. ville; . 


Ellington & King , Reidsville, | 
Ellington R. M. B. & R. A., 
Wentw orth, ° ll 

Fitzgerald R. [BA Ruffin, . 
Field & Lane, Leaksville, | ; 
Gladstone R. & G., Reidsville, - 
Hardware 
Harris & Matthews, Reidsville, QS 
Yopkins W. P., Monroeton, Gas 
Jones J. A., Wentworth, Gs 
Kemp & Hopper, Leaksville, Builders 
King D. F., Leaksville, Tobucco 
King & Blackw ell, Ruffin, 
Lomax Hl, P., Aspen Grove, G 
Lindsay & Reid, Reidsville, G 
Lisberger & Co., Reidsville, a 
Morehead J. T. & Co. , Le aksville ,G 
'@ 
G 


AAA 
nnn @ 


Miner & Hall, Wentworth, 
Mitchell & Whittemore, ‘Went- 
worth, “ : 
Montgomery & Co. .» Reidsville, 
McGehee, Carter A Andrews, 
Madison, ..~ Dry Goods, & 
Motley J. P. & Co., Reidsville, Drugs 
Neale P. EL, Lenox Castle, me; a) 
Price R, ae ’ Price’ s Store, | Gs 
. & Bro., Reidsville, Qs 
Richardson R. P. & Son, Reids- ~ 


ville, ©. - - Qs 
Ratliff & Bro., Wentworth, Gs 
Reynolds Pryor, Leaksville, Gs 


Redd, Wooten & Co. , Reidsville, 


Leaf Tobacco 
Scott, UW. R., epee Grove, Qs 


Tobacco Warchouse | 
Dyer & Millner, Leaksville, Gs 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


SU ee 
Stone F. J, Stoncville, Q 
Terry 5. ae Reidsville, Tobaceo' 


and Cigars 
Vaughn J. M. » Madison, . 8 
Whittemore J. B , Wentworth, G8 
Withers, Nunnally & Co., Ruffin, Q 8 
Whitsett & Morris, Aspen Grove, @ g§ 
alt Webster & Martin, Madi- os 


Wood bern 4 M., Madison, ~ Tailor 
Ware Bros. & Co., Rejdsville, @g 
Ministers, Resident, 
Names, Post OMeccs and Dente tton 
Fontaine P. H., Reidsville, - ' 


Shrieve Robort, Reidsville, Prime 
Anderson John He Wentworth, Meth 


Ficld D. mt : Leaksville, Neth 

Harris J. Madison, Meth 

Miller Cornelis Madison, Meth 

Sharpe V. A., Wentworth, Meth 

Stacy U. E. , Madison, Meth 
Mines, 


‘Kinds, Post Offices and Proprictors, 


Coal, (not worked) Lenksville, ——— 
Wade.’ 

Tron, (not worked) near Reidsville, 
James Morchead. .. . 


MMs.» 
Kinds, Post Offices and Proprictors, 


Flour and Saw, Le: aksville, Jone 
Morehead, 

Flour and Saw, Leaksville, D. E. 
Ficld. 

Flour and Saw, Leaksville, Martin 
Grogan. 

Flour, orn le Falls, “Thos. ‘Calloway. 

Flour aad Saw, Madison, Walter 
Smith. 

Flour and Saw, M: adison, P. D. Price, 

Flour, Corn and Saw, Madison, Jas, 

- W. Moore. — 

Flour, Madison, James Cardwell. 

Saw, Madison, | 8. Wall. 

Saw, Madison, Z. L. Wall... 

Saw, Madison, George Webster. 

Saw, Madison, H. Foy, — 

Flour and Saw, Aspen Grove, A. Lo- 
Max, 

Flour, Corn and Saw, (steam and 
water, Reidsville, @. D. Boyd. 

Flour and Saw, Monrocton, J. More- 
bead, 

Flour and Saw, Reidsville, E, Wade 
&.Co. 

Flour and Saw, Monroeton, —— Cun- 
ningham.. 


RH. DUKE, with L. POWERS & SON, Commission Merchants, 
No. 1540 Main Street, Richmond, Va, 
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ROCKINGHUAM COUNTY, 


Flour, Corn and Saw, Madison, 1. Fl. 
Anderson. recs ee 

e und Corn, Mounroeton, Shaw & 

eek Oe ON Vp ee aes : : 

Flour, Ruffin, Bethel & Co, 

Flour and Saw, Roidsville, H. K. 
Reid. ie: boc : 

Flour, Grist and Saw, Wentworth, 

Miner. 

Flour and Corn, Wentworth, T. A. 
Ratliffe. : 

Flour and Corn, Leuksville, E. T. 
Broadnax. ° * a 
Flour and Corn, 

Galloway. a : 
Corn, Wentworth, Miss Ann Roach. 
Flour, Leaksville, T, J. Galloway. 
Flour and Corn, Ruftin, Rawley ise. 
Flour, Troublesome, Geo, D. Boyd. 
Flour, Troublesome, Wright & Law- 

son. bp i 
Flour and Saw, Troublesome, E 

Wadert 


Wentworth, —— 


Nowspapcrs. 
“Times,” Reidsville, W. H. Thomp- 
son, Publisher and Job Printer. 
‘*Enterprise,”? Reidsville, John R, 
. Webster, Publisher and Job Printor. 
Physicians, 
; Names and Post OfMlces 
Courts W. J., Ruftin. 
DeJarnctt G. 8., Ruffin, 
Fields B. J., Leaksville, 
Garrett Samuo!, Now Bothol. 
Gucrrant F. W., Leaksville. 
Hay P. A., Madison, 
Johns A. B., Leaksviilo. 
Johnston R., Ruffin. - 
Martin Joshua, Leaksville, 
Patrick Hugh L., Monroeton, 
Raine J. R., Wentworth | 
Smith Walter R., Madison, 
Scales Richard, Stoneville. 
Scales Jeft., Reidsville. , 
Smith Joshua, Stonoville. 
Wharton H., Ruffin. 
Willis H., Hillsdale. 
Whitsett A. M., Aspen Grove, ~ 
Wall Walter, Madison, 
Post Ofticos. 
‘Aspen Grove, Price’s Storo, 


Berry Hill, Reidsville, 
Douglas, - Ruffin, 
Lawsonville, Stonoville, 
Tanksville, Thompsonville, 
Lenox Castle, Troublosame, - 
Madison, ~ Waddell's , 
Monrocton, Wentworth, (0. bh.) 


ee —- —— —_-__ 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


a eg 5 


Schools. 
Names, Post OMeces and Prinetpole, 


Wentworth Male, Wentworth, W. F. 
Carter. 
Reidsville Mule, Reidsville, T.. D. 

Noreum & John T. Hall. 
Reidsville Female, Reidsville, Misses 
Emma Scales & Bettie Watt, 
Leuksville Male, Leaksville, N. H. 
Smith. s 
School, Madison, N. S. Smith. 


} Farmers. 
Post Offices and Names. 


LRAKSVILLE.—George L. Aiken, J. 
W. Broadnax, Jr., J. W. Broad- 
nax, Sr, Lon. Broadnax, E. T. 
Broadnax, J. W. Burton, J. H. 
Clark, J. P. Dillard, JT. More- 
head, S. P. Wilson, J. A Dillard, 
Thomas Reynolds, F. Harris, Thos. 
Carter.J. Wright, —— Moore. 

Mavisox.—I.. Hf Dalton, Mary Moore, 
J.D. Watkins, J. M. Lindsay, J. 
Reynolds, T.. J. Robertson, RB. 
Lewis, J. Cardwell, J. M. Wall, San- 
vel Wall, Z. L. Wall, Garley Wall, 
Win. LB. Carter, Wim. Curter, — — 
Hand, L. H. Anderson. 

ReiwsvitiE.—Dr. E. M. Powell, G. 
D. Boyd, R. W. Lamson, R. H. 
Scules, W. D. Bethel, J. @. Broad- 
nax, R. P. Broadnax, Hugh Reid, 
William Scales. he 


Rourrin.—Dr. @ P. “Bailey, Ww 


Watt. 


Sruina Ganpen.—V. Allen, R. Gal- 


loway, Hon, Thomas Sottle. |; 
Correspondents Agricu'l Dept, 


John W. Hutchinson, Wentworth; 
Thos. W. Ficld, Leaksville. 


| Land, Live Stock aud Values 
‘LAND.—Acres, 326,081; Val., $1,353, - 


$91; Town Property, $145,031. Ag- 
grogate, $1,409, 742. oa 

Live Strock.—Horses, 1,581; Value, 
$86,889; Mules, 1,003; Val., $63,- 


- 630; Jucks. 4; Val., $140; Jennots, 


8; Value, $50; Cattle, 6,200; Val., 


$48,459; Hogs, 10,339; Val., $19,- 


808; Sheep, 4,240; Value, $4,240. 


Surfuce —Moderately hilly; contains 


many beautiful farms and fine coun-’ 


try seats, particularly along the 
canis of the Dan river, where the 
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roe NiGin AM “COUNTY 


AREA 550 Square Miles. 


PoPpuLATION 21,744; White 12,432, Colored 9,312. 


RockInGHAM County was formed in 
1785, from Guilford county, and was 
named in honor of Chas. W. Wentworth, 
Marquis of Rockingham, who was a dis- 
tinguished friend of America inthe Eng- 
lish Parliament. 

WENTWORTH, the county-seat, was 
named in honor of the family of the 
House of Rockingham, is 110 miles 
north-west of Raleigh. Population 309. 

Surface—Moderately hilly; contains 
many beautiful farms and fine country 
seats, particularly along the banks of the 
Dan river, where the scenery is very 
fine and the lands rich. 

Staples—Tobacco, corn, wheat, oats and 
fruits in great variety. (This is one of 
the finest tobacco counties in the State.) 

_Fruits—Apples, peaches, pears, cher- 
ries, plums, berries and other sinall fruits. 

Timbers—Pine, oak and hickory. 

Minerals—Coal, with a large number 
of iron springs. 


TAXES AND VALUES. 


Total Btateita x ccettceces ars $ 7,832 35 
NOtystaXewee, roche Ma weeeee 16,782 76 
hooltaxse ate tad 7,400 97 

Total State and county tax, 32,016 08 

Listed number acres.......... 331,337 

Valutehecey ate eds’: $1,213,939 00 

Town lots, value..........-.00 224,786 00 


Aggregate value .......00se0 1,438,725 00 
Average value per acre..... 3 66 


STAPLE PRODUCTS. 


Cottons—<Alcres. seinen nee 5 
Bal on. Be lass te de ads 3 
ENA CPES 3 caidnsecnaaaeaagien 25,175 
Bushels, Adeansst bees a 392,767 
atsSS—AlCresiemeccacccciscacce 15,200 
Bushelewtec eee |S 139,266 
VO— A Ores... 3 vied Vesnsies 301 
Bushels,,---0 thee 1,381 
Tobacco— Acres .s....ceseeeee 9,332 
Poundss7ecte 4,341,250 
Wheat—Acres......0..cccc000e 11,298 
Bushelstist att! 71,187 
LIVE STOCK 

Horseut vec packs "1,761 
Valuie...........cecceceeseef 90,194 00 


1,089 


9,974 
19,995 00 
SEGE Dh Be aicotes saree eawegevea ets 


Stee eee see eeesesresenee 


84188 


No. acres improved land... 
211,458 


No: acres unimproved land 


Wihite: pollen c:,.-o<ssseesue« 
Colored polls\..c.ciacen<csesss< 


POST OFFICES. 


Monroeton, 
Oregon, 
Pleasantville, 
Price’s Store, 
Reidsville, 
Rock Level, 
Rocky Springs, 
Ruffin, 
Simpson’s Store, 
Stoneville, 
Troublesome, 

._ Waddell’s, 
Wentworth (C. H.). 


Aspen Grove, 
Benaja, 
Berry, 

Cases, 
Douglas, 
Lawsonville, 
Leaksville, 
Lenox Castle, 
Maddison, . 
Matrimony, 
May field, 
Mayo, 


COUNTY OFFICERS. 


Clerk Superior Court—David Settle. 

Commissioners—H. P. Lenox, chair- 
man; J. A. Vernon, J. N. Irwin, R. 
Reynolds, A. J. Ellington. 

Coroner—J. J. Mitchell. 

Register of Deeds—R. J. Lewellyn. 

Sheriff—J. 8. Johnson. 

Solicitor (5th District)—F. N. Strud- 
wick. 

Surveyor—E. W. Hancock. 

Standard Keeper—W. F. Murphy. 

Ke Pub. Schools—N. 8. Smith (Leaks- 
ville). ; 
|  Treasurer—James W. Reid. 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


COURTS. 


Superior Court meets twelfth Monday 
after the first Monday in March and 
September. 


TOWNSHIPS AND MAGISTRATES. 


[Address Magistrates at the county-secat, 
care of Sheriff.) 


Huntsville—R. B. Henderson, A. T. 
Neal, J. M. Gant, Thomas Payne, James 
Roberts. 

Leaksville—J. W. Burton, P. French, 
TR. Pratt, CS. Hamlin N. Po Ford, 

Mayo—R. P. Price, L. C. Grogan, N. 
C. Deshazo, Samuel W. Carter. 

Madison—James A. Vernon, T. Mc- 
Woodburn, E. L. Martin, C. A. McGhee, 
Jos. W. Glenn, John H. Price. 

New Bethel—H. P. Lomax, W. J. 
Witty, Luther Lowe, Roland Willians, 
Albert Simpson. 

Oregon—R. A. Holderby, J. 
son, L. J. Walker. 

Simpsonville—W. P. Hopkins, Thos. 
Moore, James Elmore, William Green, 
Thos Butler. 

Stoneville—W. Kallam, J. T. Smith. 

Wentworth—T. A. Ratcliffe, J. M. El- 
lington, EK. N. Anderson, John Carter, G. 
W. Mobley. 

Williamsburg—Alfred Walker, W. C. 
Staples, B.D. Parchal, W. D. Ilightower, 
FE. R. Harris, William Brannock. 


A. Gib- 


CHURCHES. 
Names, Post-offices, Pastors and Denom. 


Wentworth—Wentworth, Alex. R. 


Raven, Meth 
Reidsville—Reidsville, Alex. R. 

Raven, Meth 
Bethlehem—Wentworth, N. E, 

Coltraine, Meth 
Bethesda—Madison, R. P. Troy, Meth 
KEden— Madison, R. P. ‘Troy, Meth 
Madison—Madison, R. P. Troy, Meth 


Grogansville— Madison, R. P. Troy, Meth 
Fagle Falls—Madison, R. P. Troy, Meth 


Mt. Carmel— ——, N.E. Coltraine, Meth 
Law’s Chapel— ——, Alex. R. 
Raven. Meth 


Union—Roffin, Alex. R. Raven, 

Sandy Cross—Wentworth, T. J. 

Ogburn, Meth Prot 
Palcstine—Madison, T. J. Ogburn, 

Meth Prot 

Wentworth— Wentworth, C. Miller, Pres 

Leaksville—Leaksville, ©, Miller, Pres 


Madison —Madison, C. Miller, Pres 
Fontaine, Bap 


Meth 


Leaksville—Leaksville, P. H. 


ae 
ROCKINGITAM COUNTY. 


Reidsville—Reidsville, PHS 


Fontaine, Ra 
Madison— Madison, P. H. Fontaine Ba, 
Centre— awoke Fontaine, RP 
Wolf Island—Reidsville, Robert P 

Shrieve, Pri 
Lick Fork—Rufiin, Robert." Bap 

Shrieve, Pr; 
Sardis—Madison, Robt. Hill pi” Bp 


»_ Pri 
Fpiphany —Leakeville, John 7. B3p 
Clarke, 5 re 
Mt. Bethel—Madison, M. Dean, nhs 

MINISTERS RESIDENT. 


Names, Post-offices and Denominations, 


Anderson, J. IU., Reidsville, Meth 
Troy, R. P. Madison, Meth 
Coltraine, N. E., Ruffin, Meth 
Field, Daniel, Leaksville, Meth 
Raven, Alex. K., Reidsville, Meth 
Waymick, W. A., Reidsville, Meth 
Craig, D. I., Reidsville, tes 


Miller, C., Wentworth, Po 
Fontaine, P. IT., Reidsville, 


Phillips, B. H1., Reidsville, ip 
Wilson, Wim., Reidsville, ra 
Wilson, W. H., Reidsville, Bap 


Hill, Robt., Madison, 
Shricve, Robt., Reidsville, 
Clarke, Jno. ‘T., Wentworth, 
Dean, M., Madison, 


Prim Rap 
Prim Bays 


Chris 


HOTELS AND BOARDING HOUSES. 


Names, Post-offices and Proprietors, 


ITotel, Ruffin, J. W. Fitzgerald, 

Hotel, Wentworth, J. W. Reid. 

ITotel, Madison, P. D. Price. 

Hotel, Reidsville, J. M. Harris. 

Hotel, Reidsville, J. L. Harrison. 

Hotel, Reidsville, R. O. Neville. 

ITotel, Leaksville, A. T. Hopper. 

Boarding House, Leaksville, L. J. & W. 
D. Martin. 

Boarding House, Madison, A. D. Price. 

Soarding Iouse, Madison, M. Stamps, 


LAWYERS. 


Names and Post-offices. 


Boyd & Reid, Wentworth. 

Dillon & Pannill, Wentworth. 
Fields, John E., Leaksville. 
Johnston & Johnston, Wentworth, 


; Mebane & Scott, Wentworth, 


Reid & Reid, Reidsville. 
Reid, J. W., Wentworth. 
Reynolds, J. F., Leaksville. 
Watkins, S. F., Wentworth. 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


MANUFACTORIES. 
Kinds, Post-offices and Proprietors. 


Building and contracting, Madison, W. 
T. Chambers. , 

Building and contracting, Madison, S. S. 
Higgie. 
Building and contracting, Ruffin, Wm. 

Fitzgerald. ' 

Building and contracting, Ruffin, W. P. 
Graves. 

Building and contracting, Matrimony, J. 
H. Hall. 

Building and contracting, Leaksville, 
Kemp & Hopper. 

Building and contracting, Aspen Grove, 
J.5S. Moore. 

Building and contracting, Aspen Grove, 
P.S. Williams. 

Building and contracting, Aspen Grove, 
R.A. Williams. _ 

Cotton factory, etc., Leaksville, J. T. 
Morehead & Co. 

Cabinet, Leaksville, J. R. Stevens, 

Cabinet, Madison, J. L. Morrison. 

Cabinet, Madison, J. L. Robinson. 

Coaches, Wentworth, S. B. Wray. 

Carriages, shuttle-blocks, etc., Leaksville, 
Reynolds, Hampton & Milner. 

Distillery (brandy), Matrimony, W. HI. 
Price. 

Distillery (brandy), Matrimony, T. J. 
Roberts. 

Deilely (whiskey), Ruffin, R. T. Black- 
well. 

Furniture, Reidsville, J. J. Martin. 

Furniture, Madison, Jas. W. Moore. 

Harness and saddles, Madison, Samuel 
Fels. 

Harness and saddles, Reidsville, J. H. 
Benson. . ,. 

Harness and saddles, Reidsville, W. C. 
Keatts. 

Harness and saddles, Wentworth, John 
Croom. 

Harness and saddles, Cases, Jno. Highfill. 
arness and saddles, Aspen Grove, J. A. 
Smith. aie: % 
arness and saddles, Leaksville, P. D. 


ade: 

Harness and saddles, Leaksville, Joseph 
Wade. 

Tron, Leaksville, Rodensizer & Co. 

tron and wood-working, Aspen Grove, 
James Banes. 

Iron and wood-working, Aspen Grove, 
Jonathan Banes. 

Iron and wood-working, Aspen Grove, 
Bedford, Lassiter & Bro. 

Tron and wood-working, Ruffin, L. 
Brown. 

Tron and wood-working, Ruffin, T. J. 

ott. 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


Tron and wood-working, Ruffin, G. 
Withers. 

Iron and wood-working, Reidsville, F. 
M. Davidson. 

Tron and wood-working, Reidsville, Cal- 
vin Smith, colored... 

Iron and wood-working, Madison, Wyatt 
Foy. ; 

Tron and wood-working, Madison, Martin 
Kallam. 

Iron and wood-working, Madison, W. B. 
Vanderford. 

Iron and wood-working, Madison, N. 
Wall, colored. 

Iron and wodd-working, Leaksville, 
Kemp & Hopper. + 

Iron and wood-working, Wentworth, FH. 
Haslip. 

Iron and wood-worklng, Wentworth, S. 
F. Morphis. 

Iron and wood-working, Wentworth, 
Price & Morphis. 

Iron and wood-working, Wentworth, S. 
B, Wray. 

Millwrighting, Raffin, F. M. Alcorn. 

Millwrighting, Cases, J. H. Cardwell. 

Millwrighting, Aspen Grove, W. L. 
Griffin. 

Millwrighting, Aspen Grove, J.S. Moore. 

Millwrighting, Aspen Grove, Jas. Small. 

Tannery, Cases, Jas. Highfill. 

Tannery, Madison, Peter Scales. 

Tannery, Madison, Jas. Reynolds. 

Tobacco boxes, Madison, Jas. W. Moore. 

Tobucco-boxes, Reidsville, J. M. Walker 
& Co. 

Tobacco, Reidsville, D. Barnes & Co. 

Tobacco, Reidsville, R. A. Ellington & 
Sons. 

Tobacco, Reidsville, Harris, Sampson & 


Tobacco (smoking), Reidsville, Keech, 
Davis & Co. ; 

Tobacco, Reidsville, Motley, Wright & 
Co 


Tobacco, Reidsville, F. R. Penn & Co. 
Tobacco (smoking and cigarettes), Reids- 
ville, Richardson, Denny & Co. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, R. P. Richardson, Sr. 
Tobneco, Reidsville, Watt Bros. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Burton Bros, 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Reid, Wooten & Co. 
Tobacco, Leaksville, Dillard & Moir. 
Tobacco, Leaksville, W. F. King. 
Tobacco, Wentworth, Miner & Hall. 
Wool-carding, Reidsville, G. D, Boyd. 


MERCHANTS AND TRADESMEN. © 
Names, Post-offices, Line of Businces. 


WENTWORTH (C. H.). 
Hall, J. H. & Son, 
McCargo & Huncock, Saloon ; 
4 
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Mitchell, J. G., G8 
Ratcliff, T. A., GS 
Raine, Dr. J. R., Drugs 

eid, J. W., Ins Agt 
Roach, J. T., Soloon 
W hittemore, J.B, Saloon 
Whittemore, A. J., GS 
Wright & Johnson, 


ASPEN GROVE. 


Cummings, M. P., G 
Scott, William, G 


BERRY. 


Mobley & Co., Qs 
Mobley, John W., Books and Stationery 


LEAKSVILLE. 


Burton & Jones, 
Field, D.-E., 

Heggie, AS 

Ivey, B. F, 

Johns & Martin, 
Martin, L. J. & W. 1) 
Moir & Hamlin, 
Morchead, J. T. & Co., 
Odell, A. te 

Pratt, eek & Bro., 
Stephens, Joi, 
Summerfield & Co., 


C2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2. > 
ANNNANNNNDANDM 


o2) 


LENOX CASTLE. 
Neal, P. H., 


q2 
nm 


MLA DISON. 


Apple & Nelson, Gs 
Carter, Jesse & Co., 
Ins Agts, Lumber Dealers and GS 


Carter, Nelson, GS 
Fels, Tsaac, Live Stock 
\ ulton, J. F. & Co, GS 
Pratt & Jones, Saloon 
Price, P. D., Lumber Dealer 
Scales, Mrs. "Mary, GS 
Scales, P. M., Saloon 
Smith, Smuel, GS 


Vaughan, J. M. & Son, 


Lumber Dealers and G@S 
Warren, Sallie M., G 


W oodburn, T. M., Tailor 
Wall, J. W,, Drugs 
MATRIMONY. 

Garrett, W. S. & Son, Gs 
OREGON. 

Foster & Walker, GS 
PRICE’S STORE. 

Price, R. P., GS 


So ee 
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 
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REIDSVILLE. 
Anderson & Pinnixz, 


Barnes, John & Son, Dr Goon 
Barnes, Mrs. Sallie, filliner 
Burton, W. M., Butcher 
Blackburn & Baynes, ros 

utts, C. L., Qs 
Carter, P. H. (col.), Gro 
Colinsky, A., Billiard Saloon 
Dillard & Moir, Gs 
Denny Bros., Hardware 
-Dobson, J. M., Saloon 
Evans, T. C., Job Printer 


Ellington, Ay & Co., Tob Warehouse 


Farris, G. A., Snloon 
Graves, al. W., Saloon 
Greenlee, Robert (col.), Saloon 
Gardner, J.C., Butcher 
Gladstone, R. G., Sr., ardware 
Goode, C. "M., Gs 
Goodman, Wm. Gs 
Hand & Manly, Gs 
Harris, E. R. & Co., G8 
Hasseltine, J.A. , Son & Co., Clothin 
Hughes, J. R. & 'Bro., Gs 
Hughes, T. I., Ins Agt 
Harris & Havwlett, Livery 
Hill, Wm., Saloon 
Hopkins, Hancock & Co., Tob Wrh 
King, F. M., Gro 
Kernoodle, v7 W.; Butcher 
Lives, J. W,, Saloon 
Lamberth, J_E. & Co., GSs 
Lindsey, Harris & Co., G 


i} 
Miller, R. M.& Co., Saloon and Butchers 
Michaels, A. H. & Co., 


rugs 
Mathews & Williamson, Gs 
Moore & McCargo, 1§ 
Morris & Overman, GS 


Morrison, J. S., Gunsmith 
Parish & Son, Gs 
Paisley, S. W., Job Printer and Bookstore 


Richardson, R. ety tele GS 
Roach, Airs: R. E, Milliner 
Scott, Samuel, G8 
Smmiley, R. L, G8 
Scott, H. L., Livery 
Smith, Pinnix & Co., Tob Warehouse 
Smith & Matthews, Drugs 
Tesh, J. M., Jeweler 
Vickers, W. R., Saloon 
Webster, J.R., Job Printer 
W omack, Harris & Co., Hardware 
Walker, W. A, Buateber 
Windsor, G. ye Butcher 
Way nick, J. W,, Baker and Conf 
Ware, J. E,, GS 
Ware, S. H., G8 
White, J. E, GS 
Whitsel & Crafton, GS 
Williams, R. T., GS 
Wray, W. B., : Conf 
Williams, Hopkins & Co., Gs 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


ROCKY SPRINGS. 


Gant, J. M., Gs 

Moore, J. W., Gs 
. . RUFFIN. 

Fitzgerald, R. B., Saloon 

Fitzgerald & Warner, Gs 

Griffin, Mrs. V. A., GS 

Guerant, J. W., GS 


Johuson & Stubblefield, Gs 
Miller, G. A., Drugs 
Mills, T. S., Fertilizer Agt 
Price, W. H. & Co., GS and Lig 
Kawley, R. L., Fertilizer Agt 


Rawley, T..L., - Fertilizer Agt 
Stokes, C. H. & Co., Gs 
Stubblefield & Blackwell, Saloon 


STONEVILLF. 


Lewis, R. H., Gs 
Stone, F. J..& Co., Gs 
WADDELL’s. 

Ray, A. D., Gs 
MINES. 


Kinds, Post-offices and Proprictors. 


Coal, Leaksville, G. B. Wade. 
Iron, Reidsville, Graham & Co. 


MILLS. 


Kinds, Post-offices and Proprietors. 


Flour, corn and saw, Leaksville, J. W. 
Rodenhizer. 
ote corn and saw, Leuksville, J. B. 
ing. 
Flour, corn and saw, Leaksville, E. T. 
Broadnax. 
Flour, corn and saw (steam), Leaksville, 
Reynolds, Hampton & Milner. 
Flour, corn and saw, Madison, Walter 
Smith. 
Flour, corn and saw, Madison, L. H. An- 
dersoun. 
Flour, corn and saw, Madison, Jas. W. 
vore. 
Flour, corn and saw, Monrveton, J. More- 
head, 
Flour, corn and saw, Monroeton, Shaw 
& Co. > 


Flour, corn and saw, Monroetun, J. Cun- 
ninghan. : 
lour, corn and saw, Reidsville, E. Wade 
& Co. ' 

Flour, corn and saw, Troublesome, Mrs. 

_E. Wade. 

Flour, corn and saw, Reidsville, H. K. 
Reid. 

Flour and corn, Reidsville, G. D. Boyd. 

Flour and corn, Leaksville, R. A. Broad- 
nax, ; 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


Flour and corn, Leaksville, J. T. More- 
head & Co. 

Flour and corn, Mayfield, T. B. Ilagood. 

Flour and corn, Madison, J. Cardwell. 

Flour, corn and saw, Madison, Nat. Foy. 

Flour, corn and saw, Madison, W. H. 
Foy. 

Flour and corn, Madison, Searcy, Price 
& Searcy. 

Flour and corn, Madison, Smith & Price. 

Flour and corn, Waddell’s, J. Carter. 

Flonr and corn, Aspen Grove, Griffin & 
Smathers. 

Flour and corn, Aspen Grove, W. P. 
Cummings. 

Flour and corn, Aspen Grove, B. Laster. 

Flour and corn, Aspen Grove, Price Bros. 

Flour and corn, Matrimony, J. B. King. 

Flour and corn, Rocky Springs, J. 
Wright. ' 

Flour and corn, Ruffin, T. L. Rawley. 

Flour and corn, Ruffin, Rawley Bros. 

Flour and corn, Ruffin, Richard Wat- 
kins & Co. ; 

Flour and corn, Wentworth, Small & 
Everett. 

Flour, Wentworth, Jas. Morgan. 

Flour, Wentworth, J. B. Miner. 

Flour, Wentworth, T. A. Ratliff. 

Flour, Wentworth, Dr. J. Coster. 

Flour,- Wentworth, W. L. Griffin. 

Flour, Wentworth, W. S. Hudson. 

Flour, Ruffin, Bethel & Co. 

Corn, Wentworth, R. P. Sanders. 

Saw, Madison, Z. L. Wall. 

Saw, Madison, Samuel Wall. 

Saw, Madison, George Webster. 

Saw, Madison, Flinn & Flinn. 

Saw, Reidsville, Taylor & Rogers. 

Saw, Reidsville, J. M. Walker & Co. 


PHYSICIANS. 
Names and Post-offices. 


Balsley, T. E., Reidsville. 
Balsley, J. B., Reidsville. 
Binford, J. W., Oregon. 
Courts, W. J., Reidsville. 
Carter, J.. Wentworth. 
DeJarnette, G. S., Ruffin. 
Ellington, J. W., Wentworth. 


Fields, B. J., Leaksville. (Dentist) 
Guarant, F. W., Lexksville. 
Garrett, S. A., Aspen Grove. 
Howlett, F. R., Reidsville. (Dentist) 


Hay, P. A., Madison. 
Hughes, T. I., Reidsville. 
Johns & Martin, Leaksville. 
Patrick, H. L., Monroeton. 
Payne, T. C., Madison. 
Puyne, W. A., Rocky Springs. 
Raine, J. R., Wentworth. 
Smith, J. R., Stoneville. 
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Smith, W. R., Madison. 

Smith & Matthews, Reidsville. 
Scales, Richard, Stoneville. 

Taylor, Thomas, Leaksville. . 
Wharton, H., Ruffin. - 

Wharton, R. G., Ruffin. 

Wall, J. W., Madison. 

Wall, W. Z., Madison. 

Whitsett, A. M., Reidsville. 

Willis, H., [Hillsdale (Guilford co.). 


SCHOOLS. 
Names, Post-offices and Pritcipals. 


Wentworth, Wentworth, Miss Mattie 
Mebane, 

Reidsville (male), Reidsville, J. T. Tall, 
R. S. Powell. 

Reidsville (female), Reidsville, Miss 
Emma Scales. 

Leaksville (male), Leaksville, N. H. 
Smith. 

School, Reidsville, Mrs. Redd. 

Academy, Madison, Miss Hattie Mebane. 

Academy, Ruffin, Miss S. M. Norman. 


No. Pub. Schools—White 48; colored 31. 


TEACHERS. 
Names and Post-offices, 


Nall, J. T., Reidsville. 

Howard, P. N., Reidsville. 
Mebane, Miss Mattie, Wentworth. 
Mebane, Miss Hattie, Madison. 
Norman, Miss Sue M., Ruffin. 
Powell, R. S., Reidsville. 

Price, Miss Salle, Ruffin. 

Redd, Mrs. —, Reidsvile. 
Scales, Miss Emma, Reidsville. 
Smith, N. H., Leaksville. 
Southern, L. A., Rocky Springs. 
Smith, N.S, Leaksville. 
Walker, Geo. T., Reidsville. 
Walker, John S., Reidsville. 
Walker, James W,, Reidsville. 


LOCAL CORPORATIONS. 


Bank of Reidsville, Reidsville; A. J. 
Boyd, President; R. M. Sloan, Cashier. 

Mt. Bethel Lodge, No. 254, A. F. & A. 
M., Aspen Grove; time of meeting, 
first Saturday, June 24th and Decem- 
ber 27th 

Wentworth Lodge, No. 324, A. F.& A. 
M., Wentworth: time of meeting, Sat- 
urday before third Sunday at $ o’clovk 

M 


PM. 
Roman Eagle Lodge, No. 334, ALF. & A. 
M., Reidsville; time of meeting, third 


Friday evening, June 24th and Decom- 
ber 27th. ; 


eee eee 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 
i ccaretiecar oi aia a aa ee 
| _ NEWSPAPERS. 
Gazette (Dem.), weekly ; Leaksville; J 
T. Darlington, Editor and Proprietor. 


Reidaville Times (Dem.), weekly ; Reidg 
ville; T. C. Evans, Editor and pry, 


prietor, ; 

Webster’s Dollar Weekly (Dem.); Reids. 
ville; John R. Webster, Editor and 
Proprictor. 


FARMERS. 


Names and Post-offices. 


Grove—Robert Brown, P. 
Williams, F. B. Williams, S. Simpson, 
Robert Simpson, Jp. J. F. McCallum 
A. H. Garrett, G. Sharp, Sr, MP. Cum’. 
mings, Robert Cummings, Wm. Scott, 
W. I. Witty, R. A. Williams, Wy, A. 
Sharp, H. J. Sharp, D. H. Mosely, R, G. 
Lowe, J. W. Elmore, Wm. Green, Wm, 
Bennett, W. T. Comer, S. G. Fuqua, J. 
M. Kullum, Wm. Herbin, W. L. Griffin, 

Berry—C. W. Mobly, J. W. Mobly. 
N. Mobly, J. Richardson, J. J. Mitchel 
T. A. Mitchell, Col. E. W. Hancock, W, 
M. Settle, S. W. Carver, J. J. Dallas J. 
T. Ellington, W. A. Jarrell, J. S. Wit. 
son, P. Price, S. Williams, W. M. San. 
ders, D. Williams, E. N. Anderson, J. J. 
Ratcliffe, R. A. Moir, W. G. Burton, J. 
M. Moore, J. R. Moore, W. B. Moore, 
R. F. Moore, E. Hf. Moore, W. M. Har- 
rison, E, P. Meador, i 

Cuses—J. 1. Price, S. N. Gant, S. T. 
Gant, J. W. Johnson. 

Douglas—V. Allen, 

Lawsonville—Mrs. M. T. Neal, I. Stacy, 
W. Lynn, R. B. Watt. 

Leaksrille—R. F. Broadnax, J.‘Q. 
Broadnax, J. P. Dillard, D. P. French, 
C.S. Hamlin, P. D. Happer, Jno. Moir, 
P. J. Pratt, A. J. Odell, iy W. Broadnax, 
Sr., Lou Broadnax, E. T. Broadnax, J. 
W. Burton, J. H. Clark, J. T. Morehead, 
S. P. Wilson, J. H. Dillard, Thomas 
Carter, J. D. Glenn, E. N. Anderson, 
John Carter, W. J. Pratt, J. M. Eliing- 
ton, Peter Wilson, 

Lennox Castle—Dr. J. H. Simpson, D. 
L. Wright, P. H. Neal, E. P. Perschal, 
Z. Groom, 

Madison—QL, W. Andrews, W. R. Care 
ter, Sr, S. T. Gant, J. M. Vanghan, J. H. 
Price, Peter Scales, J. J. Lantenschla- 
ger, W. P. Southern, Thomas Hall, Ste 
phen Moore, A. F. Neal, Thos. Payne, 
James Roberta, J. T. Reynolds, Sr, J. 
H. Cardwell, R. Lewis, R. B. Webster, 
John Young, J. &. Wall. 

Matrimony—W,. S. Garrett, J. M. 
Evans, J. B. King, W. M. Roberts, T. J. 
noes R. F. Joyce, J. T. Price, :-T. Jax 

ing. . 


As 
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Mayo—J.H.Glenn, N. Gant, Jas. Wall, ;  “Rugia—W. S. Carter, James Dodd, R. 
R. Joyce, A. T. Kallum, Saml. Martin, J. | L. Rawley, W. B. Wright, T. L. Rawley, 
M. Sutterfield, J. H. Price, HW. Highfill, | F. M. Alcorn, J. L. Williams, S. W. 

Monroeton—B. L. Hopkins, G@. S. Ker- | Hubbard, J. F. Burton, A. A. Spalding, 
noodle, James Elmore, J. F. Dixon, R. | R. B. Fitzgerald, J. H. Nully, C. M. 
L. Moore. - Roberson, M. T. Sparks, W. L. Wright, 


Oregon—J. H. Anderson, D. F. Rat- | A. Womack, A. Poteat, R. T. Fitzgerald, - 


liffe, Wm. Lander, J. H. Davis, William | Wm. Lewis, R. Dix, W. P. Dix, U. B. 
French, John Wall, J. F. Burton, J. W. | Guynn, E. B. Gibson, E. R. Harris, W. 
Foster, J. C. Wall. ; Ts Hagood, J.S. Johnson. 

Price's Slore—W. Kallum, W. C. Smith, Stoneville—A. J. Carter, P. M. Carter, 

Pleasuntville—P. D. McCollum, D. H.| W. Claybrook, J. M. Evans, W. P. Gro- 
Webb, G. W. Carter, W. P. Wells, D. H. | gan, R. Galloway, Jno, Joyce, Sr., J. W. 
Mosely, A. N. Love. Price, W. F. Pratt, N. Scales, J. Carter, 

Reidsvitle—J. G. Duke, J. N. Irvin, D. | J. W. Lewis, W. Smith, P. Gaither. 
G. Flack, G. W. Garrett, A. J. Jones; Waddell’s—R. F. Trogden, Dr. J. Car- 
Wm. Lindsay, J. W. Martin, M. J. Prit- | ter, J. Q. Roberts, John McDaniel, Jos. 
chett, H. K, Reid, J. F. Burton, J. R. | Willis, G. W. Irving, W. S. Irving, 
Brown, J. F. Clark, J. R. Lindsay, J. Y. | Thos. Carter, Wm. Carter, E. B. Carter, 
Stokes, Robert Blackwell, Dr. E. M. | T.R. Ray, Allen Thomas, J. 1. Thomas, 
Powell, J. M. Hopkins, R. P. Richard- | A. D. Williams, S. Sharp. 
son, Sr., C. G. Ferry, Wm. Burton, Mrs. Wentworth (C. H.)—G. P. Craddock, N. 
P. J. Mitchell, W. H. Schoolfield, Abram | H. Cantrell, J. W. Hutchison, L. L. 
Womack, R. Jones, Wm. Carter, Thomas | Lowe, D. H. Mosely, L. Barnes, John 
Rankin, R. C. Saunders, W. L. Walker, | Harper, G. W. Carter, C.F. Ellington, 
W. Z. Barber, J. W. Bethel, W. J., J.D. Glenn, J. H. Hall, D. M. Malloy, 
Courts, T. J. Motley. P. D. McCollum, R. H. Meador, L. Mob- 
- Rocky Springs—J. M. Gant, T. B.| ley, David Settle, C. G. Terry, J. T. 
Knight, E. B. Vaughan, J. W. White. Wall, I. B. Whittemore. 


W. BE: SPACH., 


Wagon Manufacturer, 


ap (SS) Spa Aehsee AN afapahe 


SHOPS: POST-OFFICE: 
WAUGHTOWN, N. C.. SALEM, N. C. 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 


AREA 550 Square Miles, 


POPULATION 21,744; White 12,432, Colored 9,312. 


ROCKINGHAM County was formed in 
1785, trom Guilford county, and was 
named in henor of Chas. W. Wentworth, 
Marquis of Kockingham, who was a dis- 
tinguished friend of America in the Eng- 
lish Parliament, - 

WeENTWorTU, the county-seat, wns 


named in honor of the family cf the | (Leaksville). 


House of Kochingham, and is 110 miles 
northwest of Kaleigh. 
mated) 508. 

— Surface—Moderately hilly; contains 
many beautiful farms and fine country- 


Dan river, where the scenery is very fine 
and the lands rich, 
Staples—Tobacen, corn, 
and fruits in great variety, This is one 
of the finest tubacco counties in the State, 
Iruits—Apples, peaches, pears, cher- 
ries, plums, berries and other small fruits. 
Timbers —Pine, cak and hickory. 
Mincrals—Coal, with a Jarge number 
of iron springs. 


TOWNS AND POST-OFFICES. 


seats, particularly along the bauks of the oe Court meets third Monday in 


Register of Deeds—R J. Lewellyn. 


Ratliff, chmn.; J. 


Population (esti- | 
Q'aples. 


wheat, oats | 


John Smith, Sam'LL. Smith, W. S. Wray, 
S.A. Allen. : 


Thomas, J. P. Smith, 


Sheriff—A. H. Galloway. 

Soricitor Ninth Dis —Thos, Settle, Je. 
_ Standard. Keeper—D. F, Ratl ff. 
Surveyor—W. 1. Witty. 


Tieasurer—A. J. Smith. ; 
Supt Public Schools—N, S. Smith 


Co. Board of Education—Thomas A, 
B, Miner, Joho G. 


COURTS. 


anuary, fourth Monday in July, and 
hret Monday in November. 


TOWN OFFICERS. » 


Leaksville.—Mayor—S. W. Carter, 
Reidsville. —Mayor—W. P. Watt. 
City Clerk—S. A. Allen. 
Treasurer—W. S. Wray. 

Chief of Police—Capt, Apple. 
Commissioners—A. J. Ellington, Dr. 


St. mevilie,—Mayor—F. J. Stone. 
Commissioners—R. H. Lewis, J. A. 


TOWNSHIPS AND MAGISTRATES. 


PoP, . Por, 
Adelaide, 15 Mayheld, 35" 
Aspen Grove, 75 Mayo, 35 
Bason, — Movoreton, 20 
Benaja, 10 Nance, — 
Berry, — Oregon, 50 | 
Boyd, 50 Pleasantville, 20 | 
Cases, 10 Price's Store, 
Douglas, - 15 Pritchett, 
Ferndale, — Reidsville, 
Gant’s, 50 Rock Level, 
Geneva, — Rocky Springs, yo 
Gentry, — Ruffa, 
Grogansville, — Sharp, 
Hogan, 25 
Lawsonville, — Stoneville 
Leaksville, 250 Thompsonville, — 
Lenox Castle, 25 Waddell’s, 
McNeely, — Wertworth 
Madison, 300 (Sr FT); 
Matrimony, 20 us 


Simpson's Store, 25 | A. H. Strong, J. M. Price, C. G. Jones 
100 | (Leaksville). , 


COUNTY OFFICERS. 


Clerk Superior Court—-Joln T. Paunill, | Hill), A. R. Bennett, Patrick Williams 
Commisstoners—A,J ENington, chan,; | (Wentworth). 

A. Gibson, R.S. Wil-| 
way. 


C. S. Hamlin, 
liams, J. M. Ga 


tio 


Coroner—J. J. Muchell. 


4.500 Gourley, R. B 


300) Va.), John W. Edwards, 


508 5 (fasick (Madison). 


Wuntsville—R. B Henderson (Hogan), 
20 A, F. Neal, Thomas Payne (Madison), 
—!' Joseph H. Gentry, J. A. Colley, W. A, 
tlenderson, C. Lasley fae 


R. Terr 


aTleoxauN o1s SI[K-ABS pag o[qulwA pus ssujsag ,sx104 worl Smqueyp_oo_ 


20 (Rocky Spring). if 
Leaksville—B. (Byrdville, = 
1, B. Foard 


—|(Leaksville), F. W. Odell (Rock Level), 


Madison—T,. Mc. Woodburn, E. S. 
30} Martin, R. P. Webster, James Ifighfill 
Martison), J. A. Vernon (Mayo), D. W. 
Mayo—S, W. Carter, N. C. Deskazo, 
Thomas Garrett. . ’ 
. New Bethel—W. I, Witty, A. Tf, Gar- 
rett (Aspen Grove), L. L. Lowe (Pleasant 


‘eyorreyD 9 “AqTiquing 


Rufia—J. A. Gikin (Ruffin), W. 1. 
; Gardner (Oregon), George W. Neal (Mea a 
j field), William Butler (Thompsonvil ¢). 
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Simpsonville—Thomas Rankin (Reids- 
ville), Mose W. Hutcherson (Wentworth), 
hats . Dixon, J. R. Shreve, W. K. 

sibbs, Robert Brown Wentworth). 

Wentworth—J. M. Ellington (Pleasant- 
ville), W. R. Saunders (Leaksville), J. G. 
Mitchell (Wentworth), G. W. Moore, E. 
P. Meador (Berry). ; 

Williamsburg—W. H. Brannock(Went- 
worth), W. C. Staples, W. D. Hightower, 
R, A. Holderby, A. Walker (Reidsville), 
E, D, Paschal (Lenox Castle), J. \W. Jus- 
tice (Thompsonville), 


CHURCHES. 


Names, Post-offices, Pastors and Denominations, 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


Lick Fork—Ruffin, James Dame- 
ron, _ Prim. Bap 
Sardis—Hogan, James Harris, Prim. Bap 
Wolf Island—Reidsville, James 
Dameron, oy Prim, Bap 
Ifoward Chapel—Wentworth, py. f. 
Fulton, ; hris 
Kellum’s Grove—Hogan, Henry 
Fulton, he Chris 
Mt. Bethel—Simp-on’s Store, Henry- 
Fulton, Chris 
Church—Reidsville, A. Greaves, Epis 
Epiphany—Leaksville, A. Greaves, Epis 
Uhurchs: Oaurlen —,—.. Free 


Union—Mayfield, ——, ~ Free 
Church—Leaksville, S. O. Hall, Pres 
Church— Madison, S. O. Hall, Pres 
Church—Wentworth, S. O. Hall, Pres 


Bethesda—Madison, J. W. Jones, Meth | Speedwell—Reidsville, P. H. Dalton, Pres 
Bethlehem—Wentworth, R. P. 
Woks 8: Meth MINISTERS RESIDENT. 
Church—Leaksville, J. W. Jones, Meth 
Church— Madison, J. W. Jones, Meth Names, Post-offices and Denominations. 
Church—Reidsville, A. McCullen, Meth 
Church—Ruffin, R. P. Troy, * Meth Anderson, J. H., Oregon, Meth 
Church—Stoneville, J. W. Jones, Meth Bowles, J. A., Summerfield, Meth 
Church—Wentworth, R. P. Troy, Meth Field, Daniel, Leaksville, _ Meth 
Eden—Boyd, J. A. Bowles, Meth | Jones, J. W., Madison, Meth 
Eagle Falls—Madison, R, P. Troy, Meth McCullen, A., Reidsville, Meth 
Lowes—Reidsville, R. P. Troy, Meth | Troy, R. P., Reidsville, Meth 
Laws—Thompsonville, R. P. Troy, Meth Craig, D.T., Reidsville, Pres 
Mt, Carmel—Reidsville, R.P. Troy, Meth Dalton, Pee lieg Reidsville, Pres 
Mt. Carmel—Stokesdale, TAs Hall, S. O., Madison, f Pres 
Bowles, Meth | Bodenhammer, Levi, Pleasantville, Bap 
Mt, Pleasant—Stokesdale, J. A, Parham, Howard (col.), Madison, Bap 
Bowles, ‘ Meth Richardson, J. B., Leaksville, Bap 
Mr. Zion—Rocky Springs, J. A. Wilson, W. If., Madison, Bap 
Bowles, Meth | Wright, W. L., Reidsville, Bap 
Peniel—Lawsonville, R, P. Troy, Meth Dameron, James, Reidsville, Prim. Bap 
Stoneville—Stoneville, J.W. Jones, Meth Harris, James, Hogan, . Prim. Bap 
Troy—Price’s Store, J. W. Jones, Meth, Stone, F. J., Stoneville, Prim, Bap 


Wesley Chapel—Leaksville, J. W. 
Jones, Meth 
Palestine—Rocky Springs, — Ken- 
Wetle e Meth. Prot 
Sandy Cross—Jobe, — Kennett. ° 
Meth. Prot 
Midway— ——, W.-F. Kennett, 
Meth, Prot 
Warren's Chapel (col.) —Rocky mh 
Springs, — Hairston, N. Meth 
Church—Pleasantville, levi Boden- 
* hammer, ' >: 
Church—Reidsville, W, L. Wright, Bap | 
Church (col.)—Madison, Parham 
Howard, Bap 


Church—Madison, W. H. Wilson, Bap 
Church—Leaksville, J. B. Richard- 
son, ~ ; : ’ Bap 
Nt, Hermon—Berry, W. H, Wil- 
son, . : AS Bap 
Providence—Leaksville, J, B. Rich- 
- ardson, ~ os Rap 


Centre—Stoneville, F. J Stone, Prim, Bap 


| Greaves, A., Leaksville, 


Epis 
HOTELS AND BOARDING HOUSES. 
Names, Post-offices and Proprietors, 


Boarding house, Madison, )f. Stamps, 

Boarding house, Leaksville, L. J. & W. 
D, Martin.: 

Ifotel, Wentworth, N. F. Hancock. 

Itotel, Reidsville, G. R. Quincey, 

Hotel, Madison, been Wadkins, 

Hotel, Wentworth, W. P. Hancock. 

Hotel, Leaksville, A, T. Hopper. 

Hotel, Ruffin, J. W. Fiieerake 

Reid Huse, Wentworth, Miss Nannie 
Wright. 


LAWYERS. 
Names and Post-offices, 


Boyd & Johnson, Wentworth, 
Edm. Sdson, W.r-B., Reidsville, 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


on John E., Leaksville. 

Johnston & Johnston, Yanceyville . (Cas- 
well co.). 

Mebane & Scott, Wentworth. 

Reid & Reid, Reidsville. .- 


MANUFACTORIES. 


Kinds, Post-offices and Proprietors, : 


Brick, Madison, J. A. B erly. 

Buckets, &c., Reilevillel Tron Brand 
‘Bucket Co. ' 

Building and contracting, Aspen Grove, 
R. A. Williams. 

Building and contracting, Aspen Grove, | 

7 P. S. Williams. . 


Building and contracting, Aspen Grove, 
J. 5. Moore. 
Building and contracting, Leaksville, 


Kemp & Hopper. - 

Cabinet, Leaksville, P. H. ‘Stevens. 

Carriages, Reidsville, J. M. Parish & Son, 

Carriages, Gentry, Fred. Gant. 

Car:iayves, shuttle-blocks, etc., Leaksville, 

prt Ifampton & Co. 

Coechee, Wentworth, S. B. Wray. 

Contractors and builders, Reidsville, Me- 
Coy Bros. 

Cotton factory, ete 
Morehead & Co, - 

Distillery (whiskey), Jobe, Jas. Smathers, 

Distillery (brandy), Matrimony, F. J. 
Roberts. 

_ Distillery (brandy), Wentworth, J. M. 
Jones. 

Furniture, Leaksville, Jas. R. Stephens, 

Furniture, Madison, James W. Moo e, 

Furniture, Reidsville, J. J. Martin. 

Harness and saddles, Leztovills: Far. 
Wade. 

Harness and saddles, Cases. Jno. Highfill, 

Harness and saddles, Reidsville, W. Cc, 
Keatts, ° 

Harnéss and saddles, Refdsville, J. na 
Benson & Son. 

Harness and saddles, Madison, Samucl 
Fels. 

Iron and ood working, We atworth, 
B.. Wray. 

Iron:and wood working, Wentw orth, T. 
E. Morphis. 

Tron and wood working, Leaksville, Kemp. 
& Hopper. 

Iron and wood working, Madison, Ww, 
Wall (col.). 

Tron and wood w orking, Madison, Martin 
Callum, 

Tron and wood working, Madison, Wyatt 
Fo 

Iron Aad wood working, Reidsy ile, Cal. 
via Smith (col ). 

Tron and wood working, Reidsville, F. M. 

- Davidson. 

Iron and wood working, Raffin, G. Withers 


Ledksville, J. T. | 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


Iron and wood working, Ruffin, Teele 
Scott. . 
Tron and Sood working’ Ruffin, L. Brown. 
Iron and wood working, Aspen Grove, 
Bedford, Lassiter & Bro. 
Iron and ‘wood working, Aspen Grove, 
Jonathan Banes, . 
Iron and wood working, Aspen Grove, 
James Banes. E 
Iron, Leaksville, Z. Beale. | - 
Millwrighting, Adelaide, ee Small, 
Millwrighting, Cases, J. H. Cardwell. 
NN salle E Ruffin, F. M. Alcorn. 
ec boxes, Reidsville, W. J. Levin. 
addles and harness, Reidsville, J. 
Tine & Son. 
Tannery, Cases, James ]ighfill, 
Tobacco, Wentworth, Miner & Hall, 
Tobacco, Reidsville, i P. Richardson, 
Jr., & Co. 
Tobacco, Réidsville, F. R. Penn & Coa, 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Wm. Lindsay & Co. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Jobusoe Bros. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Robt. Harris & Bro, 
Tobacco, Reidsville, A, J. Ellington & 
Bro. 
Tobacco boxes, nny and furniture, 
Boyd, J. W. Moore & Sons. 
Tobacco, Leaksville, W. F. King. 
fubaceo, Leaksville, Dillard & Moir, 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Reid, Wooten & Co. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Burton Bros, 
Tubscco, Reidsville, Watt Bros. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, R. P, Richardson, Sr, 
Tobacco (smoking and cigarettes), Reids- 
ville, Richardson, Denny & Co. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, F. R. Penn & Co, 
Tobreco, Reidsville, Motley, Wright & Co, 
Tohacco (smoking), Reidsville, Keech, 
Davis & Co. 


Ht. 


‘SLIZL00 


‘Emqueppoy, 


Tobacco, Reidsville, Harris, “Sampson 
& Co. 

Tobacco, Reidsville, R. A. Ellington & 8 
Sons, © 


Tobacco, Reidgville, D, Barnes & Co. 
Tobacco boxes, Reidsville, J M. Walker 8 
& Co, - 
Tobacco boxes, Madis. n, Jas. W. Moore, 2 | 
Whiskey, Pleasantville, T. E. Webb. 4 
Wool- carding, Reidsville, G. D. Boyd. Br 
Tobacco (plug and twist), Reidsville, De- & 
catur Burnes. 
Mase (plug and twist), Price's Store, 
.P.& C Grogan, 
— 
: 
a 


MERCHANTS AND TRADESMEN. 


A. _ Names, Post-offices, Lines of Business, 


; BASON, 
n, T. W., & Co., GS; 
Brown, T. V & Co) 2 
BENAJA, 


Weatherly, W. R., . Sewg. Mach. Agt 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


BOYD.- 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


REIDSVILLE. 
Moore, J. Wright, GS! Allen & Burton, Tobaccos 
Barnes & Hamlin, Dry Goods 
FERNDALE, Blair & pays (co! ) Gro. and ce 
. Brodnox & Graves (col ), 
Small, James, Millwright Brand: Hoffins & Co., anion ss 
sn? Carson, J. L., 0., ooks and Sta 
aCANTS. Collins, Ee Re ay RO 
Barham, J. F., G §| Crafton & Clack, -ivery and Saloon 
see M., G S| DeGott, J. W., & Bro, 
: Shocmakers at pon ae 
7 7 Denny, Bros., ardware 
k igs repeat bls Alliance, GS 
Knight, William, G S| Fitzer, Charles E., Drugs 
Walker, P. G. W., Millwright | + ountain, O. F, Gro 
Francis, Peter E., Jeweler 
HAMLET, _ | Fretwell, W. os Mdse. B:oker 
Gardner, Mrs. H. D., - i 
Pace, T. B., GS _ Millinery and Dress Goods 
Giles & Co., - Hardware 
HOGAN, Gladstone, R. Ss & Sons, - eres 
a CA Go-sett, George T., arble Ya 
Price | iis Ns, oe Gwyn, Z. V., Leaf Tobacco 
ee Wile Hazell, J. B., & — Coffins and Fur 
Harris, E, R., & Sons, GS 
‘ MADEN: Hawkins, C. E., Saloon 
Apple & Nelson, G S| Ituffins, J. D., nae 
Cardwell, H. A. (col ), Grocer | Ilutchinson, John, & Co, “tC 
Carter & Wall, Tob, Warchouse | Hutchison, J. S., & Co., Clothing 
Carter, Jesse, j Gs Hutcheson, Robert, GS 
Highfill! & Goun, Gs Lirving ys We Job Printer 
Lassiter, J. W., & Co., Grocers | Itvin Bros., Drugs 
Lauten, I. C., & Co., G$|{Jehnson, Pink, & Bro. (col.), Saloon 
Lewelyr, A. W., Saloon and G § | Johnson, G. W., & Son, Leaf ToBacco 
Lewis, M. J., & Co, Milliners | Kager, J. F, (col.), GS 
Scales & Scales (col ), Gros | King & Hazell, Livery Stables 
Scales, Mrs. G. M., Milliner | Lambert Rros & Co., GS 
Smith & By- rly, Gros | Martin, Mre. M. L., Dry Goeds 
Stamps, M., ‘Liuner | Mauhews, C J., Diy Goods and Gro 
Vaughn, E. DD, G S| Matthews, Dr. F. M., & Co, Drugs 
Vaughn, J. M., Jr., Confec| Mattey, J. T., : GS 
Wall, ROP. & A. J., Lumber | Mayo, R. J., & Co., Job Printers 
Warres, Mrs. Sallie, Millinery | Montgomery, Wm. (col ),- Confec 
Mouwis, D. E., GS 
MAYFIELD Owens & Bevill (col.), Confec 
i Peay, J. W., & Co., Hardware 
Neal, George W., G S| Phillips, R., Livery Srables 
Rater Phillips & Young, Saloon 
ce. hes loa L.& Co, GS 
ib _B. Redd, E. M., & Ca., Leaf Tobacco 
alba 2A 2 S51 RedurineEhatmser coe inca 
OREGON, Ke eevuls Cutton Factory, us 
: Seview Pub Cay. vb P.intin 
Gibson, J. L., Saloon] Roach, Mis. J. A. & Sen, J Millinery 
Lovelace, J. A., Liquors | Sharp, J. O., Tce ard Ih t ling 
; : Small, WL W,, Sa 
PLEASANTVILLE, amt hey ie Mice 
Carter, G. W., - Smith, A 1, & Ca, Books arial Sta 
i Smith, Pinnix & Co., Com. Ti.bieco 
PRICE'S STORE, Smith & Galloway, GS 
. ; Smith & Smith, Furniture 
Grogan, W. P., & Co., GS. Stone, M. P., Photographer 
Price, R. P., GS. Tallucks, J. RR.” GS 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY, 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


Terry & Lindsay, 


Fertilizers 
Tesh, J..M., & Co., ewelers 
Thomas, R. S.,. Gro, and Saloon 
Thornton, O. F., Saloon 
Vernon, W. H., Saloon 
Wade, D. L., Publisher 
Walker, J. M., & Son, Gro 
Walker, J. H., & Co., Lumber 
Walker, David, GS 
Walker, D A, GS 
Ware, W. P., GS 
Ware, J. A., GS 
Watts Bros, & Womack, Warehouse 
Watt, John N., &Co.; Leaf Tobacco 
Netoue . M., Bakery 
Webster, John R., Publisher 
Wells & Cager (col.), Saloon 
White, Mrs. S. N., . Milliner 
Whitsett, A. M., & Co., Com. Tub 
Williams & Hopkins, Clothing 
Williams, G. D., & Co., Gs 
Williamson, P. H., GS 
Wood, G. V., Jeweler 
Wooten, W. T., & Bro., “GS 


Womack & Stokes, 
Wray, B. H., 
Young, William, & Co., 


Boots and Shoes 


Lumber 
Cig. and Tob 


SIMPSON’S STORE. 


Price, John T., 


STONEVILLE, 


Garrett, W. S., & Son, 
Glenn, J. H., 

Lewis, K. H , & Son, 
Stone, F. J., & Son, 


GS 


S 
S 
7S 


a5 


O00 


THOMPSONVILLE, 


Walters, M. D., 
Walton, J. B., - 


Saloon and GS 
GS 


WADDELL'S, 
Grady, J. E., GS 
WENTWORTH, 

Ellington. I. M., & Son, GS 
obnson & Wright, | Shoes 
finer, J, B.. & Son, GS 

Mi chet), {; t. tus 

Mor hs, B W., Gs 

Raine, Dr. J. K., Druys 

Reynolds, ‘I. J. GS 

Whittimore, 1. B., Saloon 


MINES. 


Kinds, Post-offices and Proprictora, 


Coal, Leakeville, G. B. Wade. 
Iron, Reidsvillé, Graham & Co. 


| Flour and corn, Leaksville, J. T. More- 


1 Flour, con ard saw, Troubles: me, 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


MILLS, 
Kinds, Post-offices and Proprietors, 


Corn, Wentworth, R. P. Saunders. 

Cotton mill, Reidsville, Company, 

Flour, Ruffin, Bethel & Co. 

Flour, Wentworth, W. L. Guiiffn & 
Smathers. ; 

Flour, Wentworth, Dr. J, Carter. 

Flour, Wentworth, T. A. Ratliff. 

Flour, Stoneville, James Morgan. 

Flour and corn, Wentworth, Small & 
Minor, | 

Flour and corn, Reidsville, Milling and 
Mfg. Co. 

Flour and corn, Madison, John Price. 
Flour and corn, Boyd, J. W. Moore & 
Sons. 
Flour and corn, Wentworth, Dr, Jesse 

Carter, 
Flour and corn, Ruffin, Richard Watkins 
& Co. , 
Flour and coin, Ruffin, Rawley Bros. 
Flour and corn, Ruffin, T. L. Rawley. 
‘Flourand corn, Rocky Springs, J. Wright. 
Flour and corn, Matrimony, J. B. King. 
Flour and corn, Aspen Grove, Price Bros, “4 
Flour and corn, Aspen Grove, B. Laster. 
Flour and corn, Aspen Grove, M. P. Cum- 
mings, ; Wy 
Flour and corn, Aspen Grove, Griffin & bf 
Smathers. 
Flour and corn, Madison, Smith & Price. 
Flour and corn, Madison, J. Cardwell. 
Flour and corn, Mayfield, T. B. Hagood. 


oTag ‘Sayseys ‘Sujreap ‘s[eoyA-1038 MA OUTQIN,E poo, 


pd 


*SUT}[2 


head & Co, 
Flour and corn, Leaksville, R. A. Broad- = 
NaX, - ty] 
Flour and corn, Reidsville, G. D. Boyd. i 
Flour and saw, Madison, R. M. Cardwell, ~<a 
Saw, Reidsville, J. M. Walker & Co. 8 
Saw, Reidsville, Taylor & Rogers. cs 
Saw, Madison, Fliun & Flinn. I 
Saw, Madison, George Webster. og 
Saw, Madison, Z L. Wall. ; 
Steam corn and saw, Berry, C. W. Mob- 
ley & Co. -- : 
Steam saw, Madison, A, Webster. 
Flour, corn and saw, Reidsville, H. K. 
Reid, : : 
Mis, 


E. Wades. | ; , 
Fleur, corn and saw, Reidsville, E. W ade 
> &Co. - = ; . a 
Flour, corn and saw, Moniceton, J. Cun- 

nwagham. 
Flour, com and saw, Monoeton, Shaw 

& Co. : + 2» 
Flour, corn and saw, Monrocton, J. More- $ 


head, 
Flour, corn and ‘saw, Boyd, James W. a 
Moore, ¢2 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


Flopr, corn and saw, Madison, L. H. 
Anderson, : 

Flour, corn and saw, Madison, Walter 
Smith. 

Flour, corn and saw (steam), Leaksville, 
Reynolds, Hampton & Miller. 


Flour, corn and saw, Leaksville, E. T. 


Broadnax. -- 

Flour, corn and saw, Leaksville, J. B. 
King. . “e 

Flour, corn and saw, Leaksville, J. W. 
Rodenhizer, 


PHYSICIANS. 


Names and Post-offices. 


Balsley, T. E., Reidsville. 


Binford, J. W., Oregon. 
Broughton, L. H., Reidsville, . 
Carter, C. G, Madison. - 

Carter, J., Wentworth, 

Courts, W. Je, Reidsville, 
DeJarnette, G. S., Ruffin. 
Ellington, Samuel, Wentworth. 
Fields, B. J. (dentist), Leaksville, 
Galloway, Robert, Reidsville, + 
Garrett, S. A., Aspen Grove. 
Gararant, F, W., Latevae 
Hay, P. A, Reidsv Me. 
Johns & Martin, Leaksville, 
Matthews, W. R , Steneville 
MeAnally, Charles B., Madison, 
Raine, J. R.. Wentworth, 
Patrick, H. L., Monreeton, 
Payne, W.'A., Hogan, 

Powell, E. M., Reidsville, 
Raine & Matthews, Reidsville. 
Rominger, (dentist), Reidsville. 
Smith, Marion, Price's Store, 
Smith, J. R., Stoneville, 

Taylor, Thomas, Leaksville. 
Tucker, ——, Rutfin. 

Wall, W. Z., Madison. 
Wharton, R. G., Ruffin, 
Whitsett, A, M., Reidsville, 


SCHOOLS. 


Names, Post-offices and Principats. 


Academy, Ruffin, James Dameron, 

Academy, Madison, Miss lrene McGee, 

Academy, Wentworth, R, S. Powell, 

Leaksville (male), Leaksville, Prof. Ray 
and wife, ae 

Reidsville (female), Reidsville, Miss 
Emma Scales, : 

School, Reidsville, Mrs. —— Redd, 


Public schools—white, 52; colored, 47. 


ROCKINGII.AM COUNTY, 


TEACHERS. 
Names and Post-offices, 


WHITE... 


Baker, Mrs. Mary, Wentworth, 
Barber, Josie, Reidsville, 
Baughn, A. S., Douglas, 
Burnett, Mane, Reidsville, 
Carter, Comelia, Berry. 
Dameron, Mrs, K. E., Mayfield, 
Dameron, J. H., Mayfield, 
Dameron, Liges Ruffin, 
Farrington, Maggie, Waddell’s, 
Fitzgerald, Mattie, Wentworth, 
Harrison, Willner, Reidsville, 
Henderson, R. B., Hogan, 
Holderly, J. H., Mayheld, 
Hopper, Mary, Leaksville, 
Humphrey, J. D., Bason. 
fence. Agnes, Reidsville. 

asley, J. C., Stokesdale, 
Lewis, Annie, Madison, 
Lewis, Kate, Madison. 
Malloy, Thomas S., Wentworth. 
Malloy, Lelia, Wentworth, 
Malloy, Mollie, Wentworth, 
Mebane, Mattie R., Wentworth. 
Moore, Carrie, Berry, 
Norman, Mattie, Reidsville. 
Nunnally, Alice, Ruffin, 
Nunnally, G., Ruffin, 
1 Oliver, Mary, Madison 
| Powell, KR. S., Wentworth, 
; Pratt, BL A., Leaksville, 
Price, Lottie, Reidsville, 
Ragland, Phahe, Leaksville, 
Ragland, Emma, Leaksyjlle, 
Ragland, Hattie, Leaksville, - 
Rakestraw, Mrs S, M., Price's Store. 
Ratliffe, Minnie, Leaksville, 
Scales, Fannie, Reidsville, 
Smith, Rufus H., Madison, 
Stephens, Cora, Leaksville, 
Stewart, Isaiah, Oregon, 
Suttle, Clara, Berry. 
Taylor, Lizzie, Jobe. 
Vernon, D. M., Leaksville. 
Walker, George T., Reidsville, 
Walker, James M , Reidsville, 
White, Annie, Oregon. 


COLORED, 


Aiken, Alex , Leaksville. 
Rethel, George W., Reidsville. 
Revil, Sallie, Reidsville, 

Clark, A., Thompsonville, 
Cohb, Mary B, Oregon, 
Courts, Emily, Ruffin, 
Dellinger, James R., Reidsville, 
Frazare, Tempie, Stoneville, 
Frazure, D. J., Leaksville. 
Garrett, J. H., Lennox Castle, 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


" ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


Graham, J. R., Reidsville, 
Griffith, J. M. R., Reidsville, 
Gwyn, Robert, Waddell’s, 
Lesure, Sallie, Douglas. 
Martin, Clay, Leaksville. 
McCleese, Francis, Reidsville. 
Mendor, Maggie, Reidsville. 
Morgan, J. H., Reidsville. 


--— 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


D. J. Cummings, Robert Cummings, Rr 
P. Cummings, James W. Elinen, r G. 
Elinen, J. D. Moore, Thomas Oakley, 
Simon Simpson, W. J. Watts, P. S. Wil. 
Haims, F. 8. Williams, A. G. Williams, 


S. G. Williams, G. D. Williams, R. A. 
Williams, te 
Ayresville,—Jno, Cardwell, J.H.Glenn, 
Alex, Harris, W. T. Ifennis, David Joyce, 
Thomas Martin, Samuel Martin, Robert 
Martin, P, F. Martin, Shadrack Martin, 
Bason,—Jonathan Banes, Jas. Banes, 
Jr., T. P, Baham. A. B. Barham, J. L. 
C. Bevil, A. J. Braim, F. P. Brim, W. T. & 
Corner, A. H. Fields, Robert Fugna, S. 
G. Fugna, A. R. Griffin, W. L. Griffin, 
S. A. Harris, Bud Hays, VB, Hum. 8 
hreys, R. P. Elumphreys, D. N, Joiner, 
WV. g Joiner, James M. Kallum, G. T. &° 
Lester, Leo. l.owe, A. N. Lowe, L. L. * 
Lowe, L. C. Paschal, J. C. Pearson, F. F, EP 
Sharp, H. J. Sharp, J. M. aati Jj. H. S 
Sharp, A. M. Simpson, R. C, Simpson, B 
A. J. Smathers, T. W. Stewart, Ne by 


Neal, Salina B., Reidsville. 
Parham, E. F., Wentworth. 
Price, Fannie, Ruffin. 
Richardson, Jane, Madison, 
ScaJes, Susan, Madison. 
Seacy, Lizzie, Reidsville. 
Settle, Jacob, Reidsville. 
Sharp, Morris, Leaksville. 
Wall, Martha, Madison. - 
Watt, Mary P., Reidsville. 
Withers, Warren, Rocky Spings., 


LOCAL CORPORATIONS. 
[To be filled out hereafter.) 


A. O. U. W., Reidsville. 
Building and Loan Association, Reids- 


* ville. Strader, G. W. Suits, Levi Truett, Lewis 
—— Lodge, No. —, A. F. and A. M.,| ‘Truett, James H. Turner, T. D. Wash- 
Reidsville. burn, Lee Waugh, B. G. Wilson, 


Rockingham Club, Reidsville. 

Reidsville Cotton Mills; — Gambrill, 
pres.; S. H. Royal, sec. and treas, 

Reidsville Electric Light Co.; J. F. Ri- 
son, pres.; C. A. Ballou, engincer; W. 

_N. Ruffin, sec. and treas.; W. E. 
Moore, supt.; capital stock, $13.000, 

Y. M.C. A., Reidsville, 


Renaja.— Wm, Green, D. 1. Hopkins, 
R, A. Hopkins, T. P. Hopkins, T. WwW, 
Hopkins, M. P. Hopkins, W. D, Max- 
well, Wm. McCallum, B:n. Moon, % 

Berry.—J. 1. Brindle, Jesse Brodnax, 
Nash Brodnax, J. M. Burton, George W. 
Carver, James \W. Carver, Samuel Carver, 
S. 1. Clifton, I. P. Clifton, W. W. Dal- 
las, James J. Dallas, G. A. Davis, J. H. 
Davis, Jacob Dixon, WV. H. Duncan, Joe 
H. Dancan, Robert J. Duncan, M. J. 
Durham, Willis Gammon, W. D. Gam- 
mon, W. M. Harrison, Joe W. King, 
Gazette, Leaksville; dem.; weekly; J. T. | Alexander King, W. J. King, Coa. 

Darlington, ed. and prop. Mobley, J. W. Mobley, W. B. Moore, 
Leader, Madison; dem.; weekly; — Pat- ae W. Moore, peu R. Moore, A. M. 

ross, ed, and prop. Scttliff, John Setuiff, Anderson Scttliff, W. 
_ Reidsville Times, Reidsville; prohibition; | UH. Shrives, Allon Strader, Charles Stra- 

weekly;.C. F. Lewis, ed. and prop.. [der, R. J. Stone, William Summers, R, g 
Review, Reidsville; dem.; weekly; Edw, | L. Suthard, William Suttle, 

Gilliam, ed.; I. C. Womack, bus. man, Bryan,—Samuel {ohne IW. Jones. 
Webster’s Weekly, Reidsville; dem ; Jno, Cases. —Nathaniel Case, M. I., Case, 

R, Webster, af and prop, James II, Scales. E 


‘sjOnpolg euzo 


__ NEWSPAPERS. 


Democrat, ‘Reidsville; weekly; Oliver 
- Brothers, editors and proprietors, 


sIMquel Ae fy 


Daughais.—S. N. Allen, A. S. Baughn, 
M.D. Baughn, R. A. Baughn, P.M. 

; Carter, W. J. Carter, Robert L. Carter, 2 
J. C. Lanten, C. J. Lanten, R.R. Lewis, 
Wallace Lesure, T. B. Lindsay, 5 F. 
Martin, J. D. Meador, Hyman Mills, T. 5 
C. Peaye, William Pool, Porter Scales, & 
James Trent, J. B. Ziglar, 


FARMERS. 


Naines and Post-offices. 


Adelaide,—R, 1... Apple, Robt. Brown, 
P, G. Carter, W. T. Carter, T. T. Carter, 

. A. Coleman, G. H. eithaah I. W. He ia er 
Iudson, J. W. Jones, J. M. Kallum, A, ‘amiel,—T, B. Pace, ! 
M, cee i t tebe W. PL Saun.|  /fegan.—N, B. Alley, D. R. F adie a 
ders, Thomas K. Shrives, J, N. Shrives, i F. Gentry, J. F. Gooklshy, JR. Kt 
Albert Wall, James P. Wilson, Henderson, Wm, Knight, W. M. Knight, : 


z 
Aspen Grove.— — Bradshaw, A. T. 
Cairoll, John Carroll, L. A. Cummin 
fa) 
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B 
2 
° 
Le | 
jes 
°o 


53 


54 


BRANSON'S NORTH CAROLINA 


meen = eee eee ee eee 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


—- ee ee 


P. B Neal, W. F. Neal, J. H. Neal, 


ies M. Neal, Thomas D, Neal, W.A. 


ayne, Thos, Payne, Mis. Minnie Price, 
at a W. 'T. Wall, J. P. Wilson, 

. F. Wilson, D. F Wilson. C. G. W. 
Wilson, Fenner Wilson, J. F. Williams, 
R. D. Wilhams. 

Jobe —FE. Buily, Thomas Butler, ji S, 
Butler, Eliza King, Ellen M. King, John 
W. Miller, W. P. Siitler, J. \W. H. Moon, 
Smith Moon, T. C. Moon, Jerry More- 
head,’T. S. Mall.y, James P. Smathers, 
C. W. Woolen. | * oh 

Lawsontnile.—J. U. Burton, W. S. 
Butler, N. Canada, Thomas Chambers, 
George W. Cole, W. B. Motly, David 
Mullins, J. H. Nunn, R. M. Saunders, 
S. T. Walker, 

- Leaksville,—Green Allen, E. N. Ander. 
son, John Buteman, D L. Carter, John 
Carter, J. C. Cox, J. N. Cox, W. M. 
Craddock, James P. Dillard, Sam. Dillard, 
Spott Dillane, I. W. Edwards, James P, 
Ellington, jane M. Ellington, J. M. 
Ellington, Sr.. James C. Ester, Geo, W. 
Ester, I. W. Fapg, 0. P. French, Aaron 
Galloway, Peter Galloway, Wm, Gilly, 
Richard Gilly, James H. Hampton, Peter 
Hamlin, C.S. Hamlin, William Holland, 
Nat. Holbrook, P. D. Hopper, W. C. 
Jones, L. H. Joncs, W. C. Kemp, J. A. 
Kemp, Thomas W. Kemp, I. B. King, 
C. J. Land, William Land, W. J. Land, 
I. W. Land, H.C, Martin, A. J. B. Mar- 
tin, W. D. Martin, Henry Meador, Geo, 
W. Miller, Josiah Newnam, J H. New. 
nam, A. J. Odell C. H. Osborne, R. V. 
Osborne, J. IL Prat, W. F. Pratt, A, 
Pratt, Josephus Prat, P. J. Pratt, F. 
Pratt, Juha D. Pace, J. UW. Price, Rufus 
Price, Henry Price, York Trice, tl. T. 
Pullin, James R. Roach. C A. Roberts, 
F. A. Roberts, James S. Ruberts, Robert 
P. Saunders, Thomas J Saunders, W. R, 
Saundcrs, Davise smal wood, Alex. Smith, 
W. D. Stocks, Anderson Strong, W. W, 
Strong, A. M. Stultz, BLK, Terry, Elijah 
Thompson, Pelk Thompse , N. Thomp- 
son, Richard Thompson, [ T. Trent, F. 
P. Walker, J. Bo Webb, T. A. Williams, 
T. R, Williams, WB. Williams, John $, 
Wi'son, Joseph Willis, Peter Willson, J. 
FE. Wilson, Nat. Wilkerson, James Witt, 
I, R. Wyatt, ; 

Lennox Castie.—B. Y. Brincefield, W, 
H,. Brown, TP. Brown, “TL J. Garrett, 
5. W. Garrett, To Wo. Gwyn, Thomas 
Slade, M. TT, Saunders 

Madisoas—W. Go Andersm, TH. Ws: 


Baughn, Tod. Penton 1). WY. Basick, J. - 


Ham, Cardwell, } U. Cardwell, J. 0 
Cardwell, W. C. Cotdwell, George E, 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


ton, David Fulp, J. W. Garrett, R. J. 
Gentry, J. H. Gibson, Thomas Hall, 
James Hall, C. A. Hand, J. M. Hilton, 
T. B. Knight, Robert Lewis, W. R. 
j Lindsey, Abram Manna, A. J. Martin, 
J. R. Martin, W. D. Martin, C. A Me. 
Ghee, John D. Meadows, Geo Mitchell, 
J. W. Moon, W. F. Ninnan, John J. 
Phillips, J. A. Prices, J. Hf, Price, George 
Richardson, T. M. Richard-on, Joseph 
Richardson, Thos, H, Robertso., David 
| 
| 


Shiives, R. C. Smith, W. C. Truett, S. 
M. Tucker, E. R. Vaughn M RB. Vaughn, 
Z. L. Wall, et T. Wall, J M. Wall, 
J. T. Wan, J, C. Young, 

Matrimony --W. 1. Garrett, Wo A, 
Garrett, G. A. Smith, J. R. Turner, 
Hardin Turner. 

Mayfield.—T. R. Bass, R. 10, Braett, 
G. T. Cook, W. T. Cook, John Daniel, 
Alvis Danlel, George W: DeJarnett. E. 
F. Dix, W. P. Dix, Green Dix, J. F. Dix, 
M.G Dix, J. R. Dix, Robertson Dix, 
W. HH. Ferguson, F. A Ferrell, E.-B.. 
Gibson, J. H. Griffith, V. M. Holderby, 
1 W. Lumpkin, W. B. McKinny, N. 

‘cKinny, A. T. Walker, Jim Washing- 
ton, J. B. Vates, j 

Afayo —S T. Gann, S. N. Gann, 
Thomas J. Glenn, James A, Glenn, 
Nathaniel Glenn, L.. f. Highfll, James 
Highfill, John.Johnston, John W. Joha- 
son, H. W. Joyce, P. H. Joyce, Alexan- 

; der Jaycee, J. Re Smith, A. J. Smith, I 
M. Suttertield, James HH, Vernon, James 
A. Vernon, , 

Afonrecton,—J A. Jones, G. S. Ker- 
nodle, J. W, Mehony, G, W, Mehony, 
W. D. Smith, V. M, Smith, H. UL. Wat. 
son, D. Lo Wre'g't, J. J. Waynick, G. 

| Westbro A, Georve R. Wright, 

| Nance. —P. PP. Foster, We HH. Gilly, 
J.T. Hopper, J R. Hopper, J. Mo Mont. 
gomery, R. Montgomery, John Reese. 

Oregen,—George W. Anderson, J. Hi, 
Andersson, Juhu Anderson, Jackson Car. 
mon, T. Co Chandler, Nick. Cobb W. E, 
Dix, G. 1) Ellington, C.F. Ellington, 
W. G. Ellington, AL J. Fergueon, J. W. 
Foster, W.S. French, W. R. French, I. 
D. French, W. FL Freueh, Taylor Wa. 
cood, Thomas Hagood, Thomas Uarvel,: 
A. A. Hill, Hemiy Jeffreys, William Lan. 


-{der, W. 1D. Lander, G. A. Tallard, A.C, 


Lillard, J. H. Lovelace, J. A. Lovelace, 
U. F. Martin, Weary Martin, R. E. Scar. 
leit, J. Mo Scott, Joe Setlif, JU. Sheffield, 
M. TV. Spacks, Joo, Strater, S$ FE Strader, 

| Vhos, Strader, We. Ht. Wall, W.D. Wall, 
Pleasanty tlie.—- hoa, ! Carter, Geo, 
iW. Carter, A.C. Comer, 1, M. Ellington, 
'Ciwero KRoiht, Ny TV. Martin, P. 1. Me- 


Crews, Reuben Dalton, W. PY Dalton, } Callum, 1, ¥, McCallum, Jesse McCallum, 


J. G. Dalton, ©. TL, Dahon, We. Dak PLD. McCallum, Jr, We S. MeCallum, 
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Thomas McCallum. David McCallum, N. | Baker, J. F. Caruthers, John Caruthers, s 
D. McCallum, Ellis McCallum, J. B.| H. L. Gant, J. M. Gant, W. A, Gourley, 
Mitchell, B. P. Moore, R. F. Moore, D. | J]. M. Knight, F. M. Knight, J. W. Lan. 
H. Mosely, Robert Mo<ely, John Mosely, | dreth, J. P. ) andreth, L. D. Landreth, 

T. E. Webb. - J C. Lasley, W. A. Pegram, W, C, Ie- P, 
Price's Store.—John Cox, — Craddock, | gram, B. F. Powers. W. H. Powers, R. 
N.C. Deshago, Henry Grogan, W. T.| J. Roberts, A L. Self, James Sharon, P. 
Grogan, L. C. Grogan, B. Grogan, A. I. | J. Simmons, E. N Sneed, J. H. Suthern, 9 

Grogan, C, P. Grogan, Reese Price, Jee} W. P. Suthern, B. F. Turner, J. R. 

H. Price, D. H. Price, R. P. Price, J. Hf. | Turner, Robert C. Tucker, M. II. Web- 4 

Roberts, Dr. D. Smith. J C. Smith, ster, J, Wo Webster, . : 
Reidsville.—Ennis ‘Allen, F. W. Bar-|  Augin.—t. N Adams, James R. Ad. 19 

ber, T. Barber, W. Z Barber, Sr , | kins, E. Adkinson, F. M, Alcorn, J. Ul. @ 

W. Z. Barber, Jr., D. Bateman, J. H.| Alverson, Robert Blackwell, Thos, Bur- 

- Bennett, David Bennett, Charles Boyd, | ton, A-thony Burton, Joseph Burton, J. 

S. D, Bran, Coleman Bran, I. H. Brince- | F. Burton, Cig C nnon, W. S. Carter, 

field, T. P. Burton, E. P. Butler, Thos. | J. W. Chandler. J C. Chandler, J. B. 

D. Carnell, W. A. Carroll, George W | Chelton, 1. L. Cobb, N. E. Cobh, J. S. 

_ Carroll, J. D. Carroll, J. L Carrol, Geo, | Dameron, J. P. Delaney, A. G. Dix, wa 

W. Carter, W. J. Clarke, Geo. T. Davis, | Thomas Donaldson, James Dodds, R. T. 

M. L. Delap, I. G. Duke, T. L. Evans, | Fitegerald, J. P. Flintoff, Thomas A, Fer- = 

W. Filman, D. G. Flack. H. W. Harrell, | guson, W. B, Ferguson, J. U1. Ferguson, bf 


_M.- Harris, J. L. Harrison, George | J. D. Gardner, W. L Gardner, 2: A. S- 


erbin, W. D. Hightower, Jehn Hop- 
kins, Craven Horseford, D. G. Horseford, 
ee M, Irvin, W. A. Irvin, Jas. Irvin, 
. Peter Jackson, J. F. Jarrett, W. G. Jen- 
nings, J. Willie Jones, J. A. Jones, J. W. 
ustice, W. S. Laschal, Jos. R. Lindsay, 
. H. Loftin, James Lucas, W. C, Mad- 
kins, Rufus Lyon, I. T. Madkins, I. W. 
Martin, I. T. Martin, David McCallum, 
A. B McKinny, B. B. McKinny, A. W. 
Meador, George F. Meador, Samuel J. 
Meador, Martin Miller, I. W. Mims, 
Henry Neal, Mrs. M. T. Neal, A. L. 
Palmer, W.S. Palmer, E. D. Paschal, 
D. B. Paschal, I. T. Paschal, W. F. Pas- 
chal, D. S. Paschal, R. T. Paschal, Green 
Paschal, H. L. Patrick, W. A. B. Pearson, 
Ike Pearson, P. A. Pedegrew, Lem. Ped- 
egrew, J.S Peikins, C. T. Perkins, Dr. 
E. M. Powell, T. H. Pritchett, J. L. 
Pritchett, W. N. Pritchett, T. F. Rankin, 
. H. Rich, R. P; Richardson, Simon 
oach, W. H. Roberts, J. W. Roberts, 
{ F. Robertson, Mrs. F. J. Robertson, 
V. W. Robertson, Joseph Rodgers, W. 
Schofield, T. T. Simpson, Harrison 
Smith, J. J. Smith, D. L. Smithey. N. 
W. Smathers, J. W. Stallings, A. J. Stal- 
lings, Samuel’ H. Stone, G. C. Strader, 
P. Summers, Q. H. Tatten, C. G. Terry, 
I, A. Terry, eta Tacker, B. F. Trent, 
I, G, Trent, I. M. Vaughn, J. T. Walker, 
P. M. Walker, Alfred Walker, George T. 
Walker, W. L. Walker, U. Ware, Wm. 
Ware, Robert Watkins, Garland Watt, 
L, L. Waymick, P. D. Waymick, IT, J. 


Gibson, William Gilliam, N. B. Gwyn 
L. L. Hamilson, J. H. Hagood, J. C. &* 
Hannah, I. W. Harris, R. D. Warris, F. 
A, Hubbard, J. P: Johnston, S. Y. John. 
ston, R. A. Johnston, A. L. Jones, J. IT, 
Johnston, J. S. Johnston, R. H. John. 
ston, J. L. Jones, Robert M. Jones, 
ack Lawson, W. T. Lecres, Thos. Lea, 
V. A. Lillard, R. G. Lindsay, R. A, Se 
McDowell, P. A. McKinny, J. B. Me- 
Kinny, Fountain Nance, John H. Nun- Sy 
nally, A. J. Powell, W. T. Price, W. HD. @ 
Price, H. M. Price, A. R. Poteat, T. F. re 
Rainey, S. W. Rainey, KE. H. Rainey, R. ee 
L. Rawly, C. M. Robertson, T. G. Rob- 
ertson, J. TT. Robertson, J. Saunders, R, 
C. Saunders, J. C. Sayers, A. B. Spald- | 
ing, Iverson Stacy, H. B. Stevens, T. W. 
Stokes, Stephen Strader, J. J. Swann, \W. 
J: Tally, James Tollock, R. E.. Warmer, 
. FL Warf, i. L. Williams, J. M. Wil- @ 
son, William Wright. ee | 
Sharp.—James W, Bethell. = 
Simpson's Store.—E. S, Baily, 1. W. Fe 
Baily, J. H. Baily, 1. Q Barham, A, G. @ 
Barham, A.B. Barham, J. M. Bennett, gy 
A, R, Bennett, W. W. Bennett, A. Het 
Garrett, Richard Gentry, William Herbin, ce 
Pinkney Knight, °S. G. Trait, R. S. Wik & 
liams. j 
Stokesdale.—L, Crawford, E. Craw ford, 
J. N. Gant, W. B. Gentry, Richard Gen- 
try, J. N. Joyce, W. L. Joyce, Dodson 
Nelson, George W. Nelson, Q. L, Oliver, 
Joyce Thomas, P, G. WW. Warker, 
Stonevitl.—George L. Barker, John @ 
Wheeler, I, M. Whittimore, Hubbard | Barnes, It, Hy, Barnes, Jason Barnes, © 
Williams, Abram Wommack, W, P. Wom. | Jesse Barnes, W. H. Bowers, S. W, Car- 8 
-mack, R. J. Young, H. Young. ‘ter, A. J. Carter, J. S. Claybrook, Jasper 35 
Rocky Springs,—Rufus Angel, C. R. | Claybrook, B. F, Ciiton, Jax H. Currie, ¢@ 
Angel, I. W. Angel, C. D. Angel, R. W. ! James F, Fagg, Samucl H, Fagg, W. S. 
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Griggs, Robert Grogan, Jas. P, Grogan, | A. Clarke, R. L. Co 
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ie Hardin Floyd, P. F. Galliher, Nash | thony Carter, Joho T. Carter, Dr. Jesse 
Galioway.. Armstrong Galloway, George Carter, T. E Carter. Qi L. Carroll, H. 

»b, R. R. Cobb, 
John Grogan, W Grogan, Thoma<| Rich. Cobb, Thomas J. Cobb, W. L. 
Grogan, Viiites 1. Wil, Tyler Hollings- | Cole, R. T. Corum, Kobert 1. Corum, 
worth, Patrick Hopper, AN. Irvin, | Sr., Robert L. Corum, Lhe Iarsely Cox, 
Henderson Joyce, K. Joyce, R. D. Joyce, John Craddock, Green Craddock, J. M. 
R, F. Joyce, }. i Joyce, Spencer Kal-| Crowder, P. D. Crowder, H.C. Crowder, 
lum, John F. King, A. T. Kellum, Thos. | T. S. Dallas, J. ‘J. Dallas, Thomas M. 
Lemmons, W F. vermmions, Jourkin Lem. | Delaney, A. F. Delaney, ohn W. Dela- 
mons, Alex, Lewelyn, KR. 1H. Lewis, John | ney, F. R. Deleardo, R. F. Dill, John 
McDonald, James R. Moryan, James | T. Ellington, John K. Elltugton, W. S, 
Morgan, Jr., R. R. Morgan, James M,, Etlington, Mis. Martha E. Ellington, 
Pratt, Granville Price, Whit. Price, Thos. | Moses Fllington, Jackson Ellington, 13a 
Price, Daniel Robetts, Thos, P, Roberts, | M. Fagg, Frank Flinn, J. B. Flinn, Alex, 

| 


W. A, Roberts, James D. Roberts, Geo. | Flinn, G. L. Foard, ‘Somucl Galloway, 
W. Roberts, E. S. Roberts, W. M, Rob- Hubbard Galloway, Batt. Galloway, A. 
erts, John S. Roberts, Peter Roberts, | F. Grady, Samuel D. Green, James M, 
Robert Simms, R. H. Smith, W, C. | Gunn, W. P. Gunn, W. W, Gunn, J. A. 
Smith, C. L. Smith, Alford Smith, W. Gunn, Dennis Gunn, Morris Hamlin, 
Smith, Rufus Smith, I. P. Snead, W, S$. | Willis Hamlin, James A. Hancack, J. W. 
Snead, Z. T. Snead, I. W. Vernon, J. R. | Hancock, James W. Handley, R. J. Har- 
Watkins, D.'M. Watkins. rison, A. J. Hudson, R. D, Hudson, A. 
J Q Hu xon, E. T. Hudson, W. M. 

Hudson, W. A, Jarrell, R. F. Jarret, WwW. 
H. Jarrell, R. G. Johnson, D. W. John- 
son, Cicero Jdnes, C. H. Jones, Wash, 
Jones, Rawley Jones, J. D. Jones, Robert 
M. Jones, Porter M. King, Samuel M, 
King, Wilson King, Samuel’ Knight, Jas. 
R. Lasley, Jas, Hi. Lillard, J. W. Lillard, 
Bunn Lowe, W, B, Madison, George 
McCain, J. ib McCargo, I, W. McDon- 
ald, E. P. Meador, W. M. Miller, Robert 
C. Mills, James B. Miner, J. J. Mitchell, 
STA. Miichelt, W. J. Mitchell, Robert 
‘A. Moir, Zach. S, Moore, Nelson Mosely, 
Alfred North, Mrs. 1. V. Pannill, George 
Parks, Alexander Parks, iVSAVE Porson, 
T. R. Perguson, R. S. Powell, David 
Thomas, Joseph Troyden, Ney Walters. | Purcell, James J. Kaultte, T. A, Ratliffe, 
Wentworth,—A. S. Aloorn, W. AL AL] T. To Reynolds, Joseph Richardson, 
corn, John B_ Alcorn, W. T. Allen, | Samuel Roberts, James t Roberts, J. J. 
Charles Allen, A. J. Allen, Wesley Saito! aced Anderson Settle, Robt. W, Shrives, 
William Bailey, C. D Baker, Green Nat-| James Small, W. C. Smothers, T. M. 
ley, George W. Baker, Levi Rarnes, pa Smothers, WC. Stewart, Samuel Suttle, 
Barber, Peter Bevil, James Biggs, Isaac| J. B. Tally, \W. R. Tally, Matt. Thomas, 
Bingham, W. S. Bolling, George Rooker, |.\WW. A, Trotwell, Samuel Walters, Charles 
Zach. Brim, Joe Brodnax, George C. Ca. Wells, H. I Whictimore, A, M, Wray, 


cba i eee es S. Boswell, W. HT, 
J. H. Combs, F. M. Combs, 
HTerbin, IT. WH. Simpson, P,Q. 
Wayniick. C J. L Williams, 

Troubilesome.—J. F. Dixon, LL. R. 
Dixon, James M. Foster, Matt, Frieze, 
Z. W. Griffin, James M. Haynes, T. W. 
Huffines, T. C. Huftines, I. W. Hutch- 
erson, 

Waddells —Rufhu To Carter, E. RB. 
Carter, A. W. Combs, J. I’. pe ES. 
Hiram Gibson, W. A. ‘Gibson, hs 
Grady, Robert Gwyn, George Irvin, v. 
S. livin, Alexander McDonald, eae 
R, Ray, A.D. Ray, Noe Roach, J. Q 
Roberts, R. H. Robertson, J. A. Ro verts, 
Allan Thomas, W. T. Thomas, James H. 


hates 


‘hall, John Cantral, W. HH. Canirat An- John otis 
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Choway Bapli st Female Ins! ilute, 


MURFREESBORO, N. C, 


Ofers superior advantages in Literature, Music and Art. For Scholarship, 
Health, Beauty of Location, and Reasonableness of Charges for advantages offered 
this Institution is not Seressead in the State, if in the South, - 

6397 For Catalogue, address _ J. B. BREWER, President, 
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Aw Cp rl is Ba 2 al a Se 
(Thirty-first Year of Publication.) 
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, EDITED BY 
LEVI BRANSON, A. M. 


“Carolina! Carolina! Heaven's blessings attend her!! 
While we live we will cherish, protect and defend her.” 


LOOK ALSO AT ADDENDAS Nos. 1 and 2. 


PRICE, $5.00. 


RALEIGH, N. C: 
LEVI BRANSON, OFFICE PUBLISHER. 
OFFICE: 530 HILLSBORO STREET. 


1897. 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


AREA 550 SQUARE MILES. 
POPULATION 25,373; White 15,197, Colored 10,176. 


ROCKINGHAM CounTY was formed in 
1785, from Guilford county, and was 
named in honor of Charles W. Went- 
worth, Marquis of Rockingham, who 
was a distinguished friend of America 
in the English Parliament. 

WENTWORTH, tho county seat, was 
named in honor of the family of the 
House of Rockinghaw, and is 110 miles 


northwest of Raleigh. Population (es- 


timated) 500. 

Surface—Moderately By contains 
many beautiful farms and fine coun- 
try seats, particularly along the banks 
of the Dan river, where the scenery is 
very fine and the lands rich. 

taples—Tobacco, corn, wheat, oats 
and fruits in great variety. This is one 
of the finest tobacco counties in the 
State. 

Fruits-Apples, peaches, pears, cher- 
ries, plums, berries and other small 
fruits. 

Timbers—Pine, oak and hickory. 

Minerals—Coal, with a large num- 
ber of iron springs, 


TOWNS AND POST OFFICES. 


PO 
Adelaide, 15 


POP. 
McNeely, 10 
ree Grove, %5 00 
Ai 


Madison, 7 


ee, | — Mayfield, 85 
Bason, 20 Mayo,, 
Benaja, 10: Monroeton, —_ 
Berry, 25 Nance, 25 
Boyd, 60 Oregon, 50 
ase, 10 Pleseantville, 20 
Douglas, 15 Price, 20 
Ferndale, 10 Pritchett, 10 
Gant’s, 50 Reidsville, 5,000 
Geneva, 15 Rock Level, 2 
Gentry, & Rocky Springs, 4 
Grogansville, 60 Ruffin, 800 
Hogan, 26 Sharp, 25 
Hopper, — Simpson’s Store 25 
Langdon, -- Spray, _ 
Lawesonville, 25 Stoneville, 200 
Layton, — Thompsonville, 25 
Leaksville, 250 Waddell’s, 80 


Lenox Castle, 25 Wentworth, 
COUNTY OFFICERS. 


Clerk Superior Court—Thos 8 Malloy. 

Commissioners— John M Gallowa ; 
chm’n;A M Whitsett, A G Ferre l, 
D F King, W J Witty. 


500 


Coroner—John F Jarrett. 

Register of Deeds—Robt L Snead. 

Sherif—Ww B Wray. 

Solicitor 9th District—Marshall Mott. 

Standard Keeper— ; 

Surveyor—E P Ellington. 

Treasurer— : 

Superintendent Public Schools—N S 
mith (Leakeville). 

County Examiner—N S Smith. 


COURTS. 


Fifth Monday before the first Mon- 
day in March, and fifth Monday before 
the first Monday in September, and 
ninth Monday ater the first Monday 
in September, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


LEAKSVILLE—Mayor, T G Taylor. 

REIDSVILLE—Mayor, E M Redd; City 
Clerk, 3; Treasurer and Chief’ of 
Police, John Lumbert; Commissioners 
P H Williamson, Henry Motley, Robt 
Williame, Wim Lindsay. 


TOWNSHIPS AND MAGISTRATES. 


Huntersville—R_ B Henderson (Ho- 
gan), A F Neal, J H senlky, S G Gen- 
try, J Simpson, C P Angel (Madison), 
J A Colly, WAGourks (Rocky Springs), 

Leakeville—B K Terry (Birdville 
Va.), Jno W Edwards, 8 P Garrett, J 
W Fianegan, C J Land, Terrel Nance, 
A H Strong, C G Jones (Leaksville). 

Madison—T McWoodburn, James 
Highfile, D W Busick, @ W Mangum, 
R Satterfield, W H Suthern, G L Trog- 
den, @C Johneov, Jno Yowing, E A 
McGhee, R G Lewellin (Madison), J A 
Vernon ee. 

Mayc—J E Roberts, N C Deshazo, N 
S Smith, W A Smith, J W Roberts, A 
W Combs, T B Lindsey (Mayo). 

_ New Bethel—A H Garrett, J A Har- 
lin, JE Purcell, John G Price, John 
Bailey, J PWilson, Patrick S Williams 
(Aspen Grove), 

Price—C W Smith, J M Stone, JM 
Currie, J M Barnes (Price). 

Ruflin—J A Gibson, L L Bennett, 
WS Carter, J R Hopper, R A Me- 
Dowoll, T W Stuokea, T R Williams, W 
‘T Lewis, sr, J W Foster, V Holderl 
(Ruftin), W L Gardner (Oregon), G Ww 
Neal (Mansfield), 
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Simpsonville—G R Shrives, J M 
Haines, J D Moon, W T King, Josiah 
Newman, W K Gibbs(Simpson’s Store). 

Reidsville—W C Staplea, W D High- 
tower, GM Hazel, Geo J Meador, W 
G Terry, A J Davis, R L Saunders, R 
SESS J M Jones, D G Flack (Reids- 
ville). ’ : 
entworth—Jno R Moon, J C Lash- 
ley. W G Burten, T E Merphies, Jno Y 
McCollum, SO Green, P W Hudson, 
JnoG Mitchel, Levi Barnes (Went- 


poten) 

Wi iamsburg—Jos Waywick, F L 
Simpson, G Pink Walker, WS Mc- 
Kinney, R H Saunders, GT Davis, W 
F Priddy (Reidsville). 


CHURCHES. 
Names, Pastors, Postoffices and Denom. 


' METHODIST. 


Bethesda—Madison, C F Sherrill. 
a et aa ce: F W Wow- 
8. 
Church—Leaksville, W F Womble, 
Church—Madison, C F Sherrill. 
Church—Reidsville, L W Crawford. 
Church—Ruffin, J B Tabor, : 
Church--Wentworth, F W Womble 
Eden—Boyd, —— Gibson, 
Hickory Grove—J B Tabor. 
Lowes—Reidsville, F W Womble. 
Mt Carmel—Reidsville, J B Tabor. 
Mt Carmel—Stokesdale, —— Gibson. 
Mt Pleasant—Stokesdale, Gibson, 
Mt Zion—Rocky Springs, —— Gibson. 
Pernell—Laweonville, J B Tabor. 
Salem—W F Womble. 
Ward Chapel—Reidsville, J B Tabor. 
+4. METH, PROTESTANT, 
Midway—Aspen Grove, Rev Raper. 
Palestine— Rocky Springa, Rev Og- 
burn. r 
Sandy Cross—Ferndale, Rev Raper. 

; BAPTIST, 
Church--Pleasantville, J A Bead, 
Church—Reidsville, M A Adams. 
Church—Madison, W H Wilson, 
Church—Leaksville, J B Richardson. 
Matrimony--Sinford Biggs, 

Mt Hermon—Berry, W H Wilson, 
Providence—Leaksville, W H Wilson. 
Sharon—W II Wilson. 
Shiloh—R W Dix. 
Three Ferks—-M A Adama, 

PRIMITIVE BAPTIST. 


Lick Fork--Ruftin, James Dameron, 

Sardis—Hogan, James Harris. 

Wolf Island—Rvidsville, James Dam- 
eron, 


PRESBYTERIAN, 


Church—Madison, Rev Rankin. 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


Church—Wentworth, D J Craig. 
Church—Reidsville, D J Craig. 
Church—Leaksville, Rev —— Doggett. 
Speed well—Reidsville, D J Craig. 
CHRISTIAN. 
Happy Home— , J Holt. 
Howard Chapel — Wentworth, T B 
Dawson, : 

Kellums’s Grove—Hogan, C B Daw. 


son, 
Mt Bethel—Swepson’s Store, C B Daw- 
son 


EPISCOPAL, 
Church—Reidesville, J W Baker. 
Church--Madison, J W Baker. 
Epiphany--Leaksville, J W Baker. 

FREE-WILL BAPTIST. 
Church—Douglas. 
Stoneville—Stoneville, C W Sherrill. 
Troy—Price’s Store, C W Sherrill. 
Union—May field. 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST. 
Church—Stoneville, T I Stone. 


MINISTERS RESIDENT. 
Name, Post Office and Denomination. 


METHODIST, 
Anderson, J H, Nance. 
Crawford, L W, Reidsville. 
Field, Daniel, Leaksville. 
Gibson, F F, Summerfield, 
Strader, Thos I, Berry. 
Tabor, J B, Reidsville. . 
Womble, W F, Wentworth. 
BAPTIST. 
Adams, M A, Reidsville. 
Betts, I L, Madison, 
Kerr, GS, Thompsonville. =~ 
McKinnery, Ren, Thompsonville, 
Wilson, W H, Madison. : 
PRIM. BAPTIST. 


Dameron, James, Nance, 
Harris, James, Hogan. 
Stone, F J, Stoneville. 
EPISCOPAL. 
Baker, J W, Leaksville. 
Ellington, E P, Wentworth. 
PRESBYTERIAN. 
Craig, DI, Reidsville. 
FRRE-WILL BAPTIST. 
Sherrill, @ W, Madison. 


HOTELS AND BOARDING HOUSES. 
Names, Post Offices and Proprietors, 
Roarding, Leaksville, Mrs A T Hoppc:. 


Boarding, Leaksville, Mrs M Stamps. 
Hotel, Ruffin, Rich Stokes. 


a9 
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Hotel, Leaksville, A T Hopper. 

Hotel, Wentworth, M M.Crafton. 

Hotel, Madison, John Watkins. 

Hotel, Reidsville, W R Vickers, 

Hotel, Wentworth, Mesdames Wright 
and Johnston. 

Reid House, Wentworth, Miss Nannie 
Wright. 


LAWYERS. 
Names and Post Offices. 


Burton, R, Reidsville. 

Fields, John E, Leaksville. 

Johnson, P B, Wentworth. 

Johnston & Johnston, pene ville 
(Caswell county). 

McMichael, O, Madison. | 

Pannill, J T, Reidsville, 

Reid & Reid, Reidsville, 

Reid, Thomas §, Reidsville. 

Reid, R D, Wentworth, 

Scott, H R, Reidsville. 


MANUFACTORIES. 
Kinds, Post Offices and Proprietors, 


Aluminum Works, Spray... 

Berry Canning Co, Berry, Settle Bros. 

Boyd Mfg Co, Reidsville, No. looms, 
70 of 


Bricks, Madison, Jim Foust, 

Buggies andwagons, Leakeville, Hamp- 
ton & Co. . 

Building and contracting, Leaksville, 
Kemp & Hopper, 

Cabinet, Leaksville, P H Stevens. 

Carriages, Reidsville. — 

Carriages and buggies, Leaksville, JW 
Harper. 

Carriages, Gentry, Fred Gant. 

Carriages, Leakaville, J H Hampton & 
Company. 

Coaches, Wentworth,S B Wray. — 

Cotton mill, Madison, S Mead, m’g’r. 

Cotton mills, Leaksville, incorporation. 

Cotton mills, Leaksville, B F Mebane, 
pres; looms, 174, 

epee (brandy), Wentworth, JM 


. Jones. 
Edna Cotton Mills, Reidsville, J M Ar- 


rington, treas, 
Furniture, Reidsville, J T Smith & Co, 
Furniture, Madison, Jas W Moore. 
Furniture, Leaksville, Jas R Stephens. 
Harness and saddles, Madison. 
Harness and saddles, Reidsville, J W 
Peas, . © 
ate and saddles, Case’s, Jno High- 


Harness and saddles, Leaksville, P D 
Wade, | 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


Iron and wood working, Ruffin, G 
Withers. ’ 

Iron and wood working, Madison, W_ 
Wall (col.). ; : 

Iron and wood working, Leaksuille, 
Kemp & Hopper. ‘ 

Iron and w working, Wentworth, 
T E Morphis, 

Iron and wood working, Wentworth, 
S B Wray. ities 

King Tobacco Mfg Co, Leakeville, D F 
King. 

Millwrighting, Ruffin, F M Alcorn. . 

Millwrigh'ing, Adelaide, James Small. 

Old North State Tobacco Works, Reids- 
ville, R P Richardson, jr. 

Paper boxes, Reidsville, W J Irvin. 

Roller mills, Reidsville, JH Walker & 
Company. : 

Saddles and harness, Reidsville, J H 
Beuson & Son. i 

Spray Mfg Co, Spray, manufactur 
of acety line gas, 

Tannery, Cases, James Highfill, 

Tobacco, Reidsville, D Barnes & Co. 

Tobacco, Reidsville, Johnson & Bro. - 

Tobacco, Reidsville, Lindsay & Co. - 

Tobacco, Reidsville, Watt & Penn. - 

Tobacco, Reidsville, A H Motley & Co. 

Tobacco Factory, Leaksville, B F Ivie. 

Tobacco Factory, Leaksville, E V 
Gravely & Co, : 

hele Leaksville, Shultz Tobacco 


Tobacco, Leaksville TG Taylor.’ . 
Tobacco; Leakeville, Bateman & Tur- 
ner. 

Tobacco, Madison, I W Mangum. : ' 
Tobacco, Madison, Penn Bros & Co. - 
Tobacco, Madison, W H Planters, . 
Tobacco, Madison, R P Wall & Co. 
ances: Madison, Martin McGhee & 


0. 
Tobacco (plug and twist), Price’s, W P 
& C Grogan. 
Tobacco boxes, Madison, Jas W Moore. 
Tobacco boxes, Roidsville, J M Walker 
& Co. 
Tobacco (smoking), Reidsville, Robert 
Harris & Co, ; 
Tobacco (smoking and _ cigarettes), 
Reidsville, Richardson, Denny & Co. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, R P Richardson,sr. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Watt Bros. - 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Burton Bros, 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Reid Wooten & Co 
Tobacco, Leaksville, Dillard & Moir. 
Tobacco, Leaksville, D F King, 
Tobacco boxes, coffins and furniture, 
Boyd, J W Moore & Sons. ; 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Robt Harris & Bro. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, Johnson Bros. 
aeeeece: Reidsville, Wm Lindsay & 


0. 
Tobacco, Reidsville, F R Penn & Co. 
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Tobacco, Leaksville, Samuel Williams. 
“Walfland Roller Mibls, Pelham, Cand- 
ler & Bethel. 
Woolen mills, Leaksville, incorpora- 


tion 
Woskoneding, Reideville, S H Boyd. 
MERCHANTS AND TRADESMEN. 
Names, Post Offices and Lines of Business. 
ADELAIDE. 
Moseley, John, Gs 
Shrives, Gs 
; ASPEN GROVE. : 
Cummings, Mrs Eliz, Gs 
ATLEE, 
Devizes W 5, jr, Gs 
BASON, 
Price, John 8, Gs 
Sharp, W P & Co, Gs 
Smathers, W O, Gs 
i BENAJA. , 
Green, Wa, Gs 
BERRY, 
Mobley, CW & Co, Gs 
BOYD. 
Moore, J Wright, Gs 
ELLISBORO, 
Roberts, James, Gs 
FERNDALE, 
Sniall, James, Millwright 
” GENEVA, 
Price, J T, G S 
GENTRY. 
Knight, Willlam, Gs 
Berne, JR, Gs 
; GROGANSVILLE, 
SLICERS WY Ee 00) ‘Gs 
. LANGDEN.. 
Wall, JT, Poultry Farm 
= LAWSONVILLE, 
Motley, Giles O, Gs 
: LAYTON, 
Baker, Ww H & Co, < Gs 
LEAKSVILLE, 
Carter & King, Hdw and Fert 
Carter & Moir, Hdw and Fert 
Diet, Misa pee pM oery, 
ore BI D, To 
Ellington D B, Gro 
Fields, D E, ' Dry Goods 
Fielde, J E, Dry Goods 
Gravely & Co, Tob 
Ivie Broa Gro and Livery 
Kiug, D DF @s 
King, Joa B, Tob 


ROCKINGHAM OOUNTY, 
2 FF ie = oe SR Seen ee ee 


Lane & Land, Tob War 

Martin, SL, oe 

Moir, H O, Furniture 

Ray, Mra A M, Millinery 

Stephenson & Moir, Gs 

Wade, P D, Harness 
LENOX OASTLE, 

Citty, D B, Gs 
McKinney '& Stanfield, G8 
MADISON, 

Adkins, J H, Jeweler 
Apple, J M, Gs 
Busick, D Ww, Gro 
Carter, Jesse Drugs and Gs 
Cardwell, R M, Miller 
Carter, Jease & Co, Furniture 
Cates, Gs 
Coble, H L & Co, Gs 
Gentry, W B as 
Hatch & Coble, Gro 
Lewis, Miss Mary Milliner 
Lowe & Warren, i \iascal Milliners 
Martin, G W, Tob Warehouse 
McGhee Bros, Gs 
Moore, Jones & Co, as 
Payne, Frank, Confeo 
‘Pratt Bros, : Hdw 
Price, Jno H, Miller 
Scales, Mrs P M, Milliner 
Simpson, H, Confect 
Smith & Wall, Gs 
Swann, IW & Co, Gs 
Wade, 5 8 H, Harnees 
Wall, R P & Co, Tob Warehouse 
Webster, Rankin & Co, Gs 
Wortham, TR, | Gs 

MAYFIELD. , 
Cook, G G, Gs 
Neal, "Geo wW, Gs 
MONROETON. 

Huffines & Hopkins, Gs 
Moore, R L, Millwright 
NANCE, 

Gilley, T Gs 
Gilley, W 6, Gs 
- OREGON. 

Adking, JL, Gs 
Foster, Jno W, GS 
Frinelle, WR & Co, Gs 
French, W R, Gs 
Lovelace, J A, Gas 

PRICE'S. ; 

AE Grogan & Co, as 

Price, k P & Sons, Gs 

Watkins, D W, Gs 

REIDSVILLE, 

Allen, ne, §, Dees 

Allen ’ t 

Beaman, L, Clothing 
nfeo 


Benson, J Hf & Son, 
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BD ABRADDD 


Seoond-hand Clo | Watts’ Warehouse, Tobacoo 
Blackburn’ D L, G S| Webster, Jno R, Publisher 
Blackwell, Pinnex & Co, Com Tob White, N, Gs 
Bradnax & Reavis, . Barbers White, Mrs M A, G iS} 
Burton, A M, Leaf Tob | Williams, Hopkins & Co, iguaing 
Burton, J H, Leaf Tob} Williams, G D, G 
Coverts, Dr W J & Sons, rE ie a= a Ga PH, & Co, Premea 
Craig, JN, ookstore | Wood, ; 
Dore. EH, Shoemaker | Wooten Bros, Gs 
Denny Bros, | HWdw and Crockery | Wooten, W T, & Bro, Qs 
Fetzer & Overman, Drugs | Wooten & Pool, ; Gs 
Ford, H R, ps Young, William & Co, Cig and Tob 
Giles & Co, w ROCKY SPRINGS, 
Gladstone, RG, Tinner Raich win as 
Gosett, Geo T, Marble Yard gnt, 
Graves, Walter, iquors RUFFIN, 
Gwyn, ZV, Leaf Tob | Allison, J C (near), Segoe 
Hall, E-F, Lumber and Brick | Blackwell, E B, 
Harris, Robt & Bro, Tob | Cook, GT, Gs 
Hendricks, D A, Dry Goods | Fitzgerald, O L. & Co, G 
Hester, JN, Millinery Griffith, Mrs A V, G 
Hirston, Burton & Co, Gro| Mitchell, RS, G 
Huffines, J D, Dry Goods | Neal, G W, G 
Huffines, John, Millinery | Rice & Ware, G 
Hutchison, Will, Clothing | Wariner, W H, & Co, G 
Irwin, J W, Paper Box Mfr, Job Printer | Worsham Bros, G 
Johnson, @ W & Son, Leaf Tob SHARP, 
eeeee oe rs Thomas, R, re’ 

ones, ; ro ; 
Keatts, W C, Harness | _, SIMPSONS STORE. 
King, F M, Livery Stables | Simpson, P H, Gs 
Koyer, J F <col), : Gs STONEVILLE, 
Lamberth & Huffnis, GS! Boaz & Martin, Drugs 
Lindsay, Wm, & Co, Tob | Garrett, W S, & Son, Gs 
Loper, B E, Liquors | Glenn, J H, & Co, Qs 
Matthews, CJ, € Co, Dry Goods € Gro| Joyce, Garrett & Stowe, Tobacco 
Mayo, R J, & Co, Job Printers Lewis, R H & Sons, Gs 
Miller, J A, GS) Ray, J B, agent, Dry Goods 
Bes e re Co nee Smith, TL & Co, G S 
rkinson, . 
Paylor & De Grote, Gs SES EL 2 ete 
Parrish, H G, Carriage & Repair Shops : a 
Pray, J W, & Co, Jardware | Leaksville Mercantile Co, 
Penn, FR, & Co, Tob]: THOMPSON VILLE, 
Perkinson, RN, Racket Store| Ware, N, Gs 
poe ma geal , Tob WENTWORTH, 
urce udley, rugs i 

Redd, E M, & Co, Lest Tobi ee aoe Fertillzers 
Reidsville Cotton Factory, G S| Mitchell, J 'W 
Review Pub. Co, Job Printing Whittmore, AJ, Liver 
Richardson, R P, sr, Gs Withers, D L q g 
Richardson, RP, jr, & Co,’ Tob ' ; 
Richardson, J T, Confec 


Roach, Mrs J A, & Son, Millinery 


eters JO, : Ico and Bottling 
Smith, JT, & Co, Furniture 
Steer, —, Confeo and Baker 
Storie, M P, Photo 
Stokes, C H, Fert 
Terry, Lindsay & Co, Racket Store 
Tesh, J M, & Co, Jewelers 


Tullock, M A, & Co, as 
Walker, J H, & Co, Lumber 
Ware, J A, & Sona, GQ 


Ware, W P, agt, Gs 


MILLS. 
Kinds, Post Offices and Proprictors, 
Bag Factory, Reidsville, Geo Boyd, 


mer. 

Con: Wentworth, GS Whittmore, 

Cotton Mill, Reidsville. 

Flour, corn and saw, Madison, 

Flour, corn and saw, Madison, L H 
Anderson, 


S| Flour and corn, Berry, Mrs Lucy Moore 


& Sons. 
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Flour and corn, Wentworth, Ed 
Wright, 

Flour, corn and saw, Boyd, J Wright 
Moore, 

Flour, corn and saw, Monroeton, Wil- 
liam Cummings. 

our corn and saw, Monroeton, Shaw 


Flour,' corn and saw, Monroeton, J 
Cunningham, 

Flour, corn and saw, Reidsville. T F 
Rankin, 

Flour, coro and saw, Troublesome, 
Mrs E Wade, 

Flour and saw, Madison, R M Card- 
well, 

Flour and corn, Reidsville, S H Boyd. 

Flour and corn, Leaksville, T L More- 
head & Co, 

Flour and corn, Aspen Grove, Price 
Bors, ' 

Flour and corn, Mayfield, T B Hagood. 

Flour and corn, Midison, J Cardwell. 

Flour and corn, Madison, Smith & 
Price, 

Flour and corn, Aspen Grove, W M 
Cummings, 

Flour and,corn, Aspen Grove, Price Bros 

Flour and corn, Matrimony, DL King. 

Flour and corn, Rocky Springs, J 
Wright Moore. 

Flour and corn, Ruffin, Rawley Bros. 

Flour aud corn, Boyd. J W Moore & 
Sons, 

Flour and corn, Madison, John Price. 

Flour and corn, Milling and Mfg Co, 
Reidsville, J H Walker, 

Flour, Stoneville, T 11 U-nna. 

Flour, Ruffin, Bethel & Co, 

Saw, Madison, H J Wall. 

Saw, Madison, Geo Webster. 

Saw, Reidsville, M Walker & Co, 

Steam saw, Madison, A Webster, 

Steam corn and saw, Berry, L B Sut- 
tle & Bro. 


PHYSICIANS, 


Names and Post Offices. 


Balsley, T E, Reidsville, 
Binford, J W, Oregon, 

Carter, C G, Madison. 

Courta, D W, Reidsville, 

Courta, W J, Reidsville, 
Ellington, Samuel, Wentworth, 
Vields, BJ (dentist), Leaksville, 
Guarant, F W, Leaksville, 
Hester, J HW (dentist), Reidsville, 
Johns & Martin, Leaksville. 
Martin, Sidney, Leaksville, 
Matthews, W R, Stoneville. 
McAnally, Charles B, Madison. 
Payne, W A, Hogan, 

Powell, M.A, Reidsville, 
Rominger, ree (dentist), Reidsville. 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


SS = 
Smith & Irie, Stoneville, 

Smith, Marion, Price’s Score, 

Smith, J R, Stoneville. 

Taylor, Thomas, Leaksville, 

Walton & Mills, Reidsville, 

Walton, J C, Reidsville, 

Wharton, RG, Ruffin, 

Whitsett, A M, Reidsville, 


SCHOOLS. 
Names, Post Offices and Principals. 


Academy, Ruffin, James Dameron. 

Academy, Madison, Miss Irene McGee, 

Academy, Wentworth, Miss M M 
Mitchell. 

Graded School, Reidsville, Professor 
Sheppe, Supt Darden. 

Graded School (col.), Reidsville, Prof, 
Sheppe, Supt Darden, 

High School, Stoneville, Prof. N g 

mith. 

School, Reidsville, Mrs Martha Wooten, 

S-minary (female), Reidsville, Miss 
Anna Hughes, prin. 

Public schools — white, 111; colored, 50. 


TEACHERS. 
Names and Post Offices, 


WHITE, 

Anderson, Emma, Leakesville, 
Anderson, Bettie C, Ruffin, 
Baker, Mrs Mary, Wentworth. 
Barber. Josie, Reidsville, 
Baughn, A S, Douglas, . 
Biughn, H W, Ayresville, 
Baugh, Nannie, Stoneville, 

| Burnett, Mamie, Reidsville, 

Carter, Lizzie, Leaksville, 

Carter, Cornelia, Berry, 

Case, Sallie E, Case's, 

Clark, Minnie, Reidsville, 

Dallas, A H, Berry. 

‘Dallas, Winnie, Berry. 
Dimeron, Miss Wannie, Nance. 
Dameron, S H, Nance. 

‘Dameron, Mrs K E, Mayfield. 
Dameron, James, Nance. 

‘Dawson, T B, Bason. 

Dawson, Geo W, Bason. 
Deshaz9, G W, Price's. 
Dixon, A G, Monroeton, 
Dodds, Daisy, Rutin, 

Dyer, Pattie, Leaksville. 
Fagg, Cassie, Stoneville. 

Parrish, Ella, Raftin, 
Gardner, Lula, Reidsville. 
Grogan, Ella, Douglas. 
Gwinn, Lena, Reidsville. 
Henderson, R B, Hogan. 
Harris, Emmett, Pe inanilles 
Hauser, J W, Leaksville, 
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Holderly, J H, Mayfield. 
Hopper, Mary, Leakeville. 
Humphreys, Mollie, Burne, 
SES T F, Bason. 
Hundly, Anna, Leaksville, 
Irvin, Mary H, Reidsville, 
Kallum, J R, Stcneville. 
Kallum, Cornelia, Stoneville, 
Kirness, Blanche, Leaksville, 
Knight, W P, Simpson’s Store. 
Lewis, Annie, Madison. 
Lewis, Pauline, Ruffin, 
Malloy, Lelia, Ferndale, 
Malloy, Mollie, Ferndale, 
McGhee, Sallie F, Madison. 
Mebane, Mattie R, Madison. 
Millrue, Lucy P, Reidsville. 
Mitchell, Maggie May, Wentworth. 
Mitchell. Lizzie, Berry. 

Moore, Florence, Berry. 
Moore, Addie, Berry. 

Moore, Alma, Reidaville, 
Motley, Fannie S, Lawsonville. 
Norman, Mattie, Reidsville. 
Nunnally, Alice, Ruffin. 
Nunnally, G, Reidsville, 
Oliver, Mary, Madison. 

Oliver, Anna L, Reidsville, 
Osborne, Minnie B, Leaksville, 
Paschal, Fannie S, Lenox Castle. 
Pitts, Cora, Reidsville, 

Pratt, D A, Leaksville. 

Pratt, B A, Leaksville, 

Price, Lottie, Reidsville, 
Prive, J R, Ayresville, 

Price, Anna, Price. 

Pritchett, Ella, Pritchett. 
Purcell, Anna, Adelaide. 
Radliffe, Berta H, Wentworth, 
Beret Hattla, Leakeville, . 
Rakestraw, Mrs S M, Price’s Store, 
Reid, Anna D, Wentworth. 
Robertson, Della, Reidsville, 
Robertson, Fannie, Reidsville. 
Roberts, Ida L, Wadell’s, 
Saunders, Lucy, Leaksville. 
Saunders, Jennie, Leaksville. 
Sheffield, Mrs Anna, Oregon. 
Shell, Ora, Reidsville, 


Shepperd, Mrs Rhoda, Brown's Sum- 


mit, 
Smith, Mrs S S, Madison, 
Stowart, Isaiah, Oregon, 
Suttle, Clara, Berry, 
Taylor, Clara, Layton 
Taylor, Thomas, Ferndale, 
Thomas, Delia, Berry, 
Trogden, E F. Douglas, 
Vernon, T L, Mayo. 
Vernov, D M, Leaksville, 
Vickers, Rena, Reidsville, 
Walker, Sallie KE, Reidsville, 
Walker, Geo T, Reidsville. 
Walkor, Jas M, Reidsville, 
Wilson, J A, Leaksville, 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


Woltz, Anna, Reidsville, 
Wommack, Mollie, Reidsville, 
Wray, Attie, Reidsville, 
Wray, Ida. Reidsville. 


COLORED, 


Aiken, Alex, Leakaville, 
Anderson, Bepie, Wentworth, 
Anderson, Mary E, Nance, 
Bethell, Anna, Reidsville, 
Bevel, Sallie, Reidsville, 
Brodnax, Mary L, Reidaville, 
Carter, Ibly, Reidsville, 
Carter, Enoch, Reidsville, 
Carter, Alma AP Reidsville, 
Carter, Maury, Reidsville, 
Cardwell, Geo W, Reidsville. 
Cralge, Mosce, Madison, 
Davis, Mattie, Reidsville. 
Delany, Ennie, Ruffin. 
Dereett, Anna, Lenksville, 
Dillard, Charlotte, Lraksville, 
Evans, J S, Madison. 
Flood, John, Reidsville, 
Forest, Belle, Reidsville, 
Frazier, D J, Leaksville, 
Galloway, Addie, Leaksville, 
Garrett, J H, Lenox Castle. 
Gibson, J F, Layton. 
Gravee, Caroline, canen 

e 


‘Gravee, Ollie, Reidsvi 


Gunn, Mary, Reidsville, 
Hairston, Maggie, Reidsville. 
Hairston, P A, Lenksville, 
Johnston, Victory, Reidsville, 
Jones, Mattie, Reidsville, 
Jones, F, Reidsville, 

King, J H, Reidsville, 
Lennox, W F, Pleasantville. 
Lindsay, Sallie, Reidsville, 
Lesure, Mamie, Reidsville, 
Lowe, Prince, McKneely, 
Lowe, Florence, Reidsville, 
Martin, Clay, Leakeville, 
Martin, H D, Madison, 
Martin, J H, ReidsviNe, 
McCallum, Nick, Bason. 
Meador, Maggie, Reidsville. 
Merguson, Anna, Reidsville, 
Millner, Laura, Leaksville. 
Miller, E D, Reidsville, 


‘| Morgan. J H, Reidsville, 


Morgan, Sallie, Reidsville, 
Morris, J B, Reidsville, 
Neal, Salina B, Rudsville, 
Owens, Sallie J, Reidsville, 
Parham, EF, Wentworth, 
Price, Fannie, Ruftin, 
Price, Ruth BE, Leaksville, 
Price, Martha J, Wentworth, 
Reed, Fannie, Leaksville, 
Richardson, Jane, Madison. 
Sealos, Sallie, Reidsville, 
Scales, Susan, Madison, 
Scott, Cora, Liberty, 


BRANSON’S NORTH CAROLINA 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


Seacy, Lizzie, Reidsville, 

Settle, Lula, Bason, 

Settle, Jacob, Reidsville. 

Sharp, Morris, Leaksville, 

Sharp, Eliz, Ayresville, 
Smallwood, Charles, Leaksville. 
Smallwood, Lorena, Leaksville, 
Smith, Jackson, Ayresville, 
Strong, Ella, Reidsville, 
Summerville, Rev CC, Reidsville, 
Summerville, A L, Reidsville, 
Terry, Martha, Reidsville, 
Walker, Thos J, Thompsonville, 
Wall, Frances, Bason, 

Wall, Martha, Madison. 

Watt, Mary P, Reidsville, 
Wendson, Ella, Reidsville. 
Winchester, R W, Pleasantville, 
Winchester, J W, Pleasantville, 
Windsor, W B, Reidsville, 
Withers, Warren, Rocky Springs, 


LOCAL CORPORATIONS. 


AOU W, Reidsville. 

Bank, Reidsville, C N Evans, cash, 

pizcns Bank, Reidsville, R L Watt, 
cash, 

Reidsville Electric Light Co, J F Rison, 
pres; W N Ruffin, seo and treas, 

Reidsville Cotton Mulls, . 


NEWSPAPERS. 


Gazette, Leaksville; (Democratic week- 
ly); J T Darlington, editor and prop. 

Review, Reidsville; (Democratic week- 
ly); Edw Gilliam, editor. 

Webster's Weckly, Reidsville; (Demo- 
cratic); John R Webster, ed and pro. 


FARMERS. 
Names and Post Offices, 


Adelaide—R L Apple, John Beril, 
Robt Brown, P J Carter, W T Carter, 
T T Carter, J A Coleman, GIT Garri- 
son, J W Hudson, J W Jones, J M Kal- 
lum, A M Loving, JT Loving, W P 
Sanders, Thos K Shrives, J N Shrives, 
Albert Wall, James P Wilson, 

Aspen Grove—Bradshaw, L A Cum- 
mings, DJ Cumminga, Robert Cum- 
mings, Jas W Elinen, T @ Elinen, TG 
Elmon, Jas W Elnon, J D Moore, W 
B Nance, Thos Oakley, Simon Simp- 
son, W J Watts, P S Wilhams, F B 
Williams, A G@ Williams, S G@ Wil: 
liams, G D Williams, R A Williaws, 

Ayresville-Jno Cardwell, J U Glenn, 
David Joyce, Thos Martin, Sanv’l Mar- 
tin, Robert Martin, PF Martin, Chas 
Martin, David Martin. 

Bason—Jonathan Banes, Jas Banes, 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


Jr, TP Barham, A B Barham, Jy], re 
Bevil, A J Braim, F P Braim, WT Con. 
nor, A H Fields,Robt Fu ua, S G 
Pa, Garrott Fuqua, A R riffin, W 
L Griffin, S A Harris, ‘Bud Hays, V B 
Wumphreys,R P Humphreys,D N Join. 
er, W 8 Jolner, James M Kalium, GT 
Lester, L C Paschal, J C Pearson, F ‘F 
Sharp, H J Sharp, J M Sharp, J W 
Sharp, A M Simpson, R C Simpson, A 
J Smathers, TW Stewart, J C trader, 
GW Suit, Levi Truett, L Truett, Jag 
HiTurner, T D Nashburn, B G Wilson, 

Benson—D F Wilson. 

Benaja—J M Gerringer, Wm Green, 
R A Hopkins, D L Hopkins, T P Hop. 
kins, T W. Hopkins, M P Hopkins, W 
D Maxwell, William McCallum, Ben 
Moon, 

Berry—J H Brindle, Jesse Brodnax, 
Nash Brodnax, ‘J M Burton, Geo W 
Carver, Jas W Carver, Sam’l Carver, 
W W Dallas, G A Davis, J H Davis, 
Jacob Dixon, WH Duncan, Joe H 
Duncan, Robt J Duncan, M J Dur- 
ham, Jno Gammon, Willie Gammon, 
W D Gamnion, W M Harrison, Joe W 
King, Alex King, W J King, A M Lett- 
liff, Juo R Mier, C W Mobley, J W 
Mobley, Jno W Moon, W F Moon, Geo 
Moon, J W Moore, Jno R Moore, Jas 
M Roberts, W H: Shrives, Allen Stra- 
der, Charles Strader, RJ Stone, Wm 
Summers, Ww Suttle, : 

Casc's—Nathaniel Case, M L Case, 
Jas H Scales, : 

Douglas—S N Allen, A S pe Ae 
M D Baughn, RA Eau P W 
ter, WJ Carter, Robt L Carter, R P 
Henry, C J Lanten, RR Lewis, Wal- 
lace Lesure, T B Lindsay, J F Martin, 
J D Meader, Wyman Mills, TC Peay, 
Wm Pool, Poster Scales, Richmond 
Scales, Jas Trent, J B Ziglar, S B Zig- 
lar, : 

Ferndale—J S Butler, TS Irby, 
Ellen M King, TS Malloy, DM Mal- 
loy, Jno W Miller, WP Miller, J W 
Hi Moore, Smith Moore, Jerry More- 
head, Josiah Newman, Jas P Smathers, 
CW Woolen, me 

Hogan—N B Alley, DR Friddie, T 
F Gentry, J F Gooldsby, R_B Hender- 
son, Wm Knight, W M Knight, PB 
Neal, W F Neal, J Uf Neal, Jas M Neal, 
Thos D Neal, W A Payne, Mrs Minnie 
Price, Jas V Price, Jas Roberts, WT 
Wall, J P Wilson, T F Wilson, CG W 
Wilson, Fenner Wilson, J F Williams, 
R D Williams. ° 

Latesonville.—J W_ RBurton, W 8 
Butler, N Canada, W C Chambers, 
Thos Chambers, George W Cole, WB 
Motley, David Mullins, Mrs MT Neal, 
J 11 Nunn, R M Saunders, 8 Y Walker. 


are 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


Leaksville—Green Allen, E N An- 
derson, John Bateman, G@ W Brinn, 
Martin Carter, D L Carter, John Car: 
ter, J R Cox, J © Cox, J N Cox, W M 
Craddock, James P Dillard, Sum Dil- 
lard, Spott Dillane, J R Dunn, Gea 
Edwards, J W Edwards, Jas P Elling- 
ton, J M Ellington, sr, Jas E Estes, 
Geo W Estes, J W Fagg, D J Frazier, 
Aaron Galloway, Wm Gilly, Richard 
Gilly, Jas H Hampton, Peter Hamlin, 
CS Hamlin, Wm Holland, Nat Hol- 
brook, FD Hopper, W C Jones, L H 
Jones, W C Kemp, J A Kemp, Thos W 
aries B King, C J Land, Wm Land, 
W J Land, J W Land, HC Martin, A 
JB Martin, W D Martin,-Alex Mo- 
Donald, Henry Meador, Geo W Miller, 
J H Newsom, A J Odell, C H Osborne, 
RV Osborne, J H Pratt, W F Pratt, A 
J Pratt, Josephus Pratt, P J Pratt, F 
P Pratt, John B Price, J H Price, Ru- 
fus Price, SNARE Price, York Price, J 
T Pullen, E A Roberts, F A Roberts, 
Jas 8 Roberts, Robt P Saunders, J D 
Sledge, Davis Smallwood, Alex Smith 
W D Stocks, Anderson Strong, Www 
Strong, AM Shultz, R K Terry, Elijah 
Thompson, Polk Thompson, N Thomp 
son, Richard Thompson, J T Trent, W 
H Turner, J T Turner, D M Vernon, F 
P Walker, J B Webb, John 8 Wilson, 
Jos Willis, Peter Wilson, J F Wilson, 
Nat Wilkerson, J R Wyatt, 

Lenox Castle—V S Boswell, B Y 
Bricefield, W H Brown, J P Brown, 
T H Burnsfield, T J Garrett, 3 W Gar- 
rett, G@ W Gwyn, Thomas Slade, M H 
Saunders, 

Mudison—W GQ Anderson, H W 
Baughn, T J Benton, D W Busick, J 
Ham Cardwell, J H Cardwell, J L 
Cardwell, W C Cardwell, George E 
Crews, Reuben Dalton, W P Dalton, 
J G Dalton, C H Dalton, W F Dalton, 
J W Garrett, R J Gentry, J H Gibson, 
Nathaniel Gunn, C A Hand, N J 
Highfill, LJ Highfill, J M lilton, GW 
Johnson, T B Knight, Robert Lewis, 
W R Lindsay, Abram Manns, A J 
Martin, JR Martin, W D Martin, CA 
McGhee, John D Meadows, Geo Mitch: 
ell, @ W_ Moore, John J Phillips, J A 
Price, J H Price, George Richardson, 
T M Richardson, Joseph Richardson, 
Thos H Roberts, David Shrives, R C 
Smith, WC Truett, S M Tucker, EB 
Vaughn, M_ B Vaughn, ZL Wall, 
James T Wall, J M Wall, JC Young, 

Matrimony—W L_= Qarrett, W AN 
Garrett, G A Smith, JR Turner, Iar- 
din Turner, 

Mayfield—T R Bass, J F Bishop, W 
R Combs, H Cooley, G@ T Cook, W C 
Cook, James Dameron, John Daniel 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


Alvis Daniel, George W DeJarnette, 
EK F Dix, W P Dix, J R Dix, Grean 
Dix, J F Dix, M G Dix, W H Fergu.- 
son, F A Ferrell, E B Gibson, J H 
Griffith, W L Hairston, V M Holderly, 
JW Lumkin, W B peeeney N Mo. 
Kenny, RI Pruett, A T Walker, Jim 
Washington, J B Yates, 

Mayo—J F Dixon, Jetf Burter, S T 
Gann, 8 N Gann, Thos J Glenn, Jas A 
Glenn, Nathaniel Glenn, L T Highfill, 
Jas Highfill, John Johnston, J J Joyce, 
li W Joyce, P H Joyce, Alex. Joyce, G 
M Satterfield, A J Smith, Jas H Ver- 
non, Jas A Vernon, V H Vernon, Alex 
Vernon. 

Monrocton—J A Jones, G@ S Ker- 
nodle, J W Mehonry, W D Smith, V 
M Smith, H L Watson, D L Wright, J 
J Wayrick, G@ Westbrook, George R 
Wright, 

Nance—J L Anderson, J H Ander- 
son, P P Poster, W H pile J T Hop- 
ver, J R Hopper, Richard Martin, J 
Mantcaters. R Montgomery, John 
Reese, John D Setliff. 

Oregon—Geo W Anderson, Jackson 
Carmon, TC Chandler, Nick Cobb, W 
KE Dix, G@ D Ellington, C F Ellington 
W G Ellington, A J Ferguson, J W. 
Foster, WS French, W RFrench, G D 
French, W F French, pens Iagood, 
Thos Hagood, John H Hagood, Thos 
Harrell, A A Hill, Henry Jeffreys, Wm 
Lander, G A Lillard, H C Lillard, J H 
Lovelace, J A Lovelace, G F Martin, 
Henry Martin, R E Scarlett, M Scott, 
Joe Seuliff, J H Sheftield, M T Sparks, 
Jno Strader, S EStrader, Thos Strader, 
W H Wall, WD Wall. 

Pleasant Hill—Thos J Carter, Geo 
W Carter, A C Conner, Asa Flinn 
Cicero Knight, P D McCallum, J y 
McCallum, Jesse McCallum, P D Moz 
Callum, Jr, WS McCallum, Thos Me- 
Callum, David McCallum, N D Mo- 
Callum, Robt C Mills, J B Mitchell, B 
P Moore, R E Moore, D H Moscley, 
Robt Moselev, John Moscley, Turner 
Wall, T E Webb, W P Wells, Pleas 
Wright, 

Price’s Store—John Cox, —~— Crad- 
dock, NC Deshazo, Henry Grogan, W 
T Grogan, L C Grogan, B Grogan, AQ 
Grogan, C P Grogan, Reese Price, Joe 
1 Price, Di Price, R P Lrice, J H 
Roberts, De D Smith, J C Smith, 

Reidsville—F WBarber, W T Barler, 
W Z Barber,’Jr, D Bateman, J H Ben- 
nett, Chas Boyd, S D Bran, Coleman 
Bran, TU Brincefield, TP Burton E 
P Butler, Thos D Carroll, Geo W Car- 
roll, J D Carroll, J L Carroll, Geo W 
Carter, Win Clark, WJ Clark, Geo T 
Davis, ML Delap, J G Duke, TY Duke, 


BRANSON’S NORTH CAROLINA 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


T L Evans, G Fells, W Filman, DG 


Flack, Matt Galloway, T C Goodwin, | Goodwin, N 
Saml Hand, H W Harrell, J M Harris, | JC Hannah, RD 
J L Harrison, Geo Herlin, W D High-| J P 


tower, John Hopkins, Craven Horse- 
ford, DG Horseford, G D Huffines, W 
AlIrvin, Peter Jackson, J F Jarrett, 
W G Jenkine, D W Johnson, J Willie 
Jones, J A Jonee, W S Laschal, Jos R 
Lindeay, TH Loftin, Jas Lucas, W C 
Madkins, Rufus Lynn, J T Madkins, J 
W Martin, G Z Martin, David McCal- 
lum, A B McKinny, B B McKinny, A 
W Meador, Geo F Meador, Samuel J 
Meador, J W Mims, Henry Neal, Philo- 
mon Neal, Mrs M T Neal, A L Palmer, 
W S Palmer, E D Paschal, D B Pas- 


chal; J T Paschal, W F Paschal, RT| Warf, Thos R Williams 


Paschal, Green Paschal, W A B Pear- 
son, Ike Pearson, P A Pedegrew, Lem 
Pedegrew, J S Perkine, T H Pritchett, 
J L Pritchett, W N Pritchett, T F Ran- 
kin, J H Rich, R P Richardson, Simon 
Roach, W H Roberts, J W Roberts, J 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 


J L Gibson, jr, Wm Gilliam, G 
Bawa, LL Tisaitise 
arris. F A Hubbard, 
Johnston, J If Johnston, § y 
Johnston, A L Jones, J L Jones, Robt 
M Jones, Jack Lawson, W T Lewis 
Thos Lee, W A Lillard, RG Lindsay 
R A McDowell, PA McKinny, J BMo- 
Kinny, Fountain Nance, John H Nun- 
nally, AR Poteat, AJ Powell, WT 
Price, W H Price, 8S W Rainey, E H 
Rainey, RL eer C M Robertson, 
T G Robertson, J-T Robertson, J Saun- 
dere, RC Saunders, J C Sayers, AB 
Spalding, Jurson Stucy, H B Stevens, 
T W. Stokes, Stephen Strader, J J 
Swan, WT Tally, Jas Tollock, TF 
JL Williams, 
J M Wilson, Wm Wright. 
Sharp—Jas W Bethel, AS Bethel, 
John Buterman, 


Simpson's Store.—E 8S Bailey, I W_ 


Bailey, J H Bailey, J Q Barham, AG 
Barham, A B Barham, J J Barham, J 


F Robertson, Mrs F J Robertson, Jos|M Bennett, A R Bennett, W W Ben- 


Rodgers, W H Schofield, T TSimpeon, 
J J Smith, DL Smithey, N W Smoth- 
ers, J W Stallings, A J Stallings, R W 
Stanfield, T A Stanfield, Samuel H 


nett, A H Gariett, Richard Gentr 

Wm Herlin, Pinkney nights E 

Simpscn, S & Truit, RS Williams, 
Stokesdale,—L_ Crawford, E Craw- 


Stone, GC Strader, P Summers, Jos! ford, J N Gant, W B Gentry, Richard 


Tucker, Q H Totten, J A Terry, BT 
Trent, I G Trent, J M Vaughn, JT 
-Walker. P M Walker, Alfred Walker, 
Geo T Walker, W L Walker, U Ware, 
D F Ware, Nat Ware, Wm Ware, Ro- 
bert Watkine, Garland Watt, LL Way- 
wick, CG Waywick, H J Wheeler, I 
M Whittimore, Hubbard Williams, W 
P Wommack, RJ Young, H Young. 


Gentes. JN Joyce, W L Joyce, Dod- 
son, Nelson, Geo W Nelron, Q L Oli- 
ver, Joyce Thomas, P G W Walker. 
Stoneville.—George L Baker, John 
Barnes, Jason Barnes, Jesse Barnes, 
W P Benton, W H Bowers, William 
Burns, S W carter, A J Carter, Allen 
Charles, J S Claybrook, Jenpes Clay- 
brook, B F Clifton, Jas [i Currie, Jas 


Rocky Springs—B H Angel, Rufus; F Fagg, Samuel H Fagg, WS Fagg, 
e 


Avgel,C B Angel, IW Angel, CD 
Ange), R W Baker, S E Caruthers, J 
‘F Caruthers, Jno Caruthers, H L Gant, 
JM Gant, W A Gourley, G M Knight, 
F M Knight, J W Landreth, J P Lan- 
dreth, L Landreth, W A Pegram, 
W C Pegram, BF Powers, RJ Rob- 
erts, A LSelf, Jas Sharon, P J Sim- 
mons, EN Sneed, J H Suthern, W P 
Suthern, Robt C Tucker, B F Turner, 
JR Turner, J W Webster, M H Web- 
ster. 

Rufin—I.N Adams, Jas R Adkins, 


Hardin Floyd, P F Galliker, Nash Gal- 
loway, Armstrong Galloway, George 
Griggs, Robt Grogan, Jas P Grogan, 
Jchn Grogar, W Grogan, Thomas 
Grogan, James H Hill, Tyler IHollings- 
worth, ‘Patrick Hopper, A N Irvin, 
Henderson Joyce, R Joyce, R D Joyce, 
RF Joyce, J H Joyce, A T Kallum, 
Spencer Kallum, John F_ King, Thos 
Lemmon, W F Lemmon, Larkin Lem- 
mon, Alex Lewellyn, R I Lewis, Jno 
McDonald, James Morgan, jr, James 
M Pratt, Granville Price, Whit Price, 


E Adkinson, FM Alcorn, CI Alver-/Thos Price, Daniel Roberts, Thos P 
son, J H Alverson, Rott Blackwell, R} Roberta, W A Roberts, Jas D Roberts, 


C Blackwell, W P Blackwell, J A Bur- 
ton, Thos Burtor, Anthony Burton, 
Jos Burten, J F Burton, Cary Cameron 
Camson, G H Carter, W S Carter, J 
W Chandler, J C Chandler, J B Chel- 
ton, ML Cobb, N ECobb, A G Dix, 
Thos Donaldson, Jas Dodd, Thomas A 
Ferguson, W B Ferguson, J H Fergu- 
son, RT Fitzgerald. J’ P Flintoff, J D 


Gardner, WL Gardner, J A Gibson, | 


Geo W Roberta, James E Roberts, ES 
Roberts, W M Roberts, John S Rob- 
Peter Roberts, Robert Simmons, R H 
Smith, W C Smith, C L Smith, Alford 
Smith, W Smith, Rufus Smith, JP 
Snead, W S Snead, ZT Snead, JW 
Vernon, J R Watkins, D M Watkins, 
J L Lawton. 

Thompsonville—R S Roswell, W H 
Brannock, J Hf Combs, F M Combs, J 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


R Garrett, F L Herlin, W H Herlin, I 
H Simpson, P Q Hay wick. 

Troublesome—L R Dixon, James M 
Foster, Z W Griffin, J M Haynes, TW 
Huffives, T C Huffines, J W Hatcher. 
son, T F Rankin, 


Waddell’s—Ruffin I Carter, E B Car- 
ter, A W Combs, J P Farrington, Hi- 
ram Gibeon, w A Gibson, Robert 
Gwyn, George Irvin, W S Irvin, AR 
Irvin, Ed Jones, A D Ray, J P Roach, 
R H Robertson, @ A Roberta, Allen 
Thomas, W F Thomas, Jos Trogden, 
Joel Walters, 


Wentworth—A 8 Alcorn, W A AIl- 
corn, Saul A Alcorn, Charles Allen 
Creen. Bailey, George W Baker, Levi 
Barnes, John Barker, Boyd Barker, 
Sawney Barker, James Bennett, Wm 
J Bennett, Isaac Bingham, John Bing- 
han}, George Booker, Zack Brim, Joe 
Brodnax, W G Burton, Geo C Cahall, 
John Cantrel, M H Cantrel, W A Car- 
roll, J L Carroll, T E Carter, John T 
Carter, Anthony Carter, H A Clark, R 
R Cobb, W H Cobb, Richard Conb, 
Thos J Cobb, W L Cole, R L Corum, 
Robert L Corum, jr, James T Combs, 
Jasper Cox, J R Cox, H Cox, John 
Craddock. Green Craddock, James 
Croften, P D Crowder, H C Crowder, 
John M Dallas, T S Dallas, J L Dear- 
man, John W Dielacey, F R Delgardo, 
Jobn T Ellington, Jackson Ellington, 
Moses Eilington, Mre Martha E Elling- 
ton, WS Ellington, John K Ellington, 
Jas M Fagg, Frank Flinn, J B Flinn, 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 


Alex Flinn, G L Foard, Layton Foard, 
W 3 Fretwell, Samuel Galloway, Hub- 
bard Galloway, Batt Galloway, James 
M Gunn, Samuel D Green, Wm Groen, 
Dennis Gunn, J A Gunn, WW Gunn, 
W P Gunn, Willis Hamlin, Worris 
Hamlin, Robert Hancock, Jas A Han- 
cock, J W Hancock, R J Harrison, A 
J Hudson, R D Hudson, A J Q Hud- 
son, E T Hudson, W M Hudson, Jas 
W Hundle , John Huskin, W A Jar- 
rell, R F Jarrell, W H Jarrell, RG 
Johnson, D W Johnson, C:cero Jones, 
C H Junes, Wush Jones, Rawley Jones, 
JD Jones, Robt M Jones, W H King 
Wilson King, Samuel M King, Samue 
Knight, J C Lashley, Jas R Lashley, 
Jas H Lillard, Bunn Lowe, W B Madi- 
son, Griff Martin, John Martin, Sha- 
drach Martin, George McCain, J J Mo- 
Cargo, J W McDonald, E P Meador 
WM Miller, Robert C'Mille, James B 
Miner, Jas W Mitchell, Jno G Mitchell, 
T A Mitchell, Robt A Moir, Jno Moon- 
tield, Zack S Moore, Alex Parks, Geo 
Parke, T W Perguson, T R Perguson, 
David Purcell, Wm G Rakestraw, Jno 
W Rukestraw, James J Ratliffe, T A 
Rathife, Jos Richardson, Sam Roberta, 
Jas M Roberts, John Robertson, Geo 
W Robertson, Jas Robertson, J J Scott, 
Anderson Settle, Alfred Settle, James 
Small, W C Smothers. T M Smothers, 
W C Stewart, Samu-1 Stire, J B Tally, 
Geo W Thonaston, Matt Thomas, Sam 
Walters, Will IT Weeks, Thos Wedin, 
Geo S Whittimore, A J Whittimore, 
AM Wray. 


JOHN A. RAMSAY, 


JOHN E, RAMSAY, 


JOHN A. RAMSAY & SON., 


CIVIL ENGINEERS AND ARCHITECTS, 


SALISBURY, N. C. 


\ 


Give attention to: Railroad Construction, Surveys aud Mapping of Mining Properties 
(a Specialty), Surveys and Estimates of Water Power; Prepares Plaus for Draluage or Swamp 
Lands by open or covered drains; Plans for the Kreetiou of Mills, Dwellings, Xe; and attends 
to the purchase of all ktuds of Machinery, Building Materials, Xe, &e 
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Robert W. Carter, Jr. of Sandy Cross Community is a 
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butor to the Journal. 


Lindley S. Butler, historian-in-residence at Rocking- 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY * 
By ALEXANDER SNEED! 


For the Star 
Messrs Editors, 


In compliance with your request of the 30.‘ of March 1810, I beg leave 
to submit the following description of the County of Rockingham. 


Boundaries and extent; Rockingham County is bounded on the North 
Population &. c by the State of Virginia; on the East by 
Caswell County; on the South by Guilford County (of which formerly it 
was apart;)? on the West by Stokes County, and is about 30 miles in 


1 Alexander Sneed was a justice of the peace, a commissioner of Leaksville in 1797, and a repre- 
sentative of Rockingham County in the House of Commons in 1803, 1805 and 1806. North Caro- 
lina Manual, 1913, 784; Laws of North Carolina, 1797, ch. 66; Rockingham County Court 
Minutes, 1804-1808, in possession of the North Carolina Historical Commission . i 3 

2 In 1785, all of Guilford County north of an east and west line ‘‘beginning at Haw river bridge, 
near James Martins’? was erected into Rockingham County. The first county court was to be held 
at the home of Adam Tate. Commissioners appointed to run the line were: William Dent, John 
Hamilton, Charles Bruice, Samuel Henderson, Joshua Smith, and Abraham Philips. To select a 
site for and to erect a court house, prison, and stocks, the following were appointed: James Hunter, 
John Dabney, Thomas Henderson, John May, and Hugh Challis. S. R., XXIV, 745-746. These 


* Originally published in The North Carolina Historical Review, V/ July, 1 929), 294-301. 
Reprinted with the permission of the Division of A rchives and History, Raleigh, N. C. 
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length from East to West, and between 19 and 20 miles in breadth from 
North to South; and contains agreeable to the late census 10,278. Inhab- 
itants, which give an increase in the last 10 years of 2,001.—* 


Face of the Country, air, soil, | The Country is rather broken than 
productions, water &. c level, tho’ not mountaineous, with 
a Salubrious air, which renders it as healthy, perhaps, as any part of North 
Carolina—the atmosphere, however, is subject to sudden and Violent tran- 
sitions from heat to cold, and from cold to heat, so common in the middle 
and Southern States, owing chiefly to the shifting of the wind from one 
point to another, which are very frequent during autumn and the Winter 
months. 

The lands on the Dan* and Haw’ Rivers, and the Various Streams that 
fall into them, are interspersed with all the Variety of soil—The bottom 
lands on Dan River, are mostly of a dark Rich mould, mixt with sand, and 
are well adapted to the culture of Indian corn, & and are the most 
Valuable of any in the county; which upon an average may be 
estimated at about $10 pr: acre. about the year 1750, Robert 
Jones® (the great attorney) and Daniel Weldon,’ both of this 
State, men of great speculative genieus, entered and surveyed all the 
lands on this river from the lower Saura Town® to the upper, 
including the latter, in Stokes County, a distance of 40 miles 
taking the meanders of the River, which land they sold from about 17 
to 25 dollars pr hundred acres, some of which could not now be got 
for a less sum pr acre.—The lands next in quallity to these, are the 
bottom and high lands on the Haw River, the Mayo and Smiths? Rivers, 
and some of the large Creeks (to wit) Troublesome’® Hogans creek,!! 
Wolf island,!? Jacobs creek, Bever Island, and some others;—on which 
are a Variety of Soil, well adapted to the Culture of Tobacco, Indian 
corn, wheat, Rye, Oats, the Irish and sweet pittato, and most of the Veg- 
etable productions, necessary for the use of man, and which are com- 
mon in the Western part of the State; and may be estimated at about 
5$ pr acre——The next and third quallity of land, Situate on the Small 


commissioners displeased the people by selecting a county seat far from the centre of the county, and 
on January 1, 1787, the General Assembly directed that the public buildings be erected near the cen- 
tre on the lands of Charles Mitchell on the east side of Big Rock House Creek. Samuel Henderson, 
John Reagan, Richard Marr, Peter O’Neal, and Thomas Massey were directed to have the buildings 
constructed, in lieu of the commissioners appointed in 1785. S. Rape SACLV F798: 

The county was named for Charles Watson-Wentworth, second Marquis of Rockingham (1730- 
1782), under whose prime ministership, 1765-1766, the Stamp Act was repealed. North Carolina 
Manual, 1913, 783; Dictionary of National Biography, LX, 48-51. 


3 The population in 1800 was 8,277 and in 1810, 10,316. Ninth Census, 1, 52-54. 

4 The Dan River, a tributary of the Roanoke, flows across the northern part of the county. 

5 Haw River or the upper part of the Cape Fear flows through the southeastern part of the 
county. 

68 Robert Jones was attorney general of the colony, 1756-1766, and a representative of North- 
ampton County in the House of Commons, 1754-1760, 1761, 1764-1765. North Carolina Manual, 
1913, 333, 371-372. 

7 Daniel Weldon was a commissioner for the State in extending the North Carolina-Virginia line 
in 1749; clerk of Granville County, 1754; and a director and trustee of the town of Halifax, 1759. 
G. R., V; 8203S. Re, XXIVe 2247 XXV7e3997 

8 Lower Saura Town was on the Dan River in Rockingham County. S. R., XXIII, 497. 

® Both are northern tributaries of the Dan. 

10 An eastward-flowing tributary of Haw River in the southern part of the county. 

11 It rises in Rockingham and flows into the Dan in Caswell County. 

12 A tributary of the Dan. 
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Streams and Rivulets, is mostly of a light Soil, mixt with Stone and gravil, 
and much better adapted to the culture of Cotton and some Vegetable 
productions, than either of the above mentioned quallities; and may be 
worth about $2—50 pr. acre.—The fourth & last quallity of land is gener- 
ally broken, poor, and Stoney, Situated on the dividing ridges between the 
differant water courses, the greater part of which is Scarcely fit for culti- 
vation, and formerly contributed much to the benefit and convenience of 
the citizens, as an outlet for their live Stock, but of late years, as popula- 
tion increased, the range has been nearly eaten out; and is not at present, 
worth more than from 50 to 100 cents pr. acre.!® 

The timber, consists of a Variety of the Oak, some of which are found 
here in the greatest perfection, Black Walnut, Cherry, hickory, chesnut, 
poplar, (which make excellent Shingles) ash, Beach, Elm, Birch, Syca- 
more, Mulberry, Maple, Sweet gum, Locust (which make excellent gar- 
den posts) and some pine of an inferior quallity; together with a Variety 
of under groth common in the Western part of the State.—Springs of 
excellent water abound in almost every part of the County, particularly 
on the head waters of the differant Streams that fall into the above men- 
tioned Rivers—and Small and large Streams, Suitable for Mill Seats, and 
other purposes, are interspersed with profusion throughout the County. 


When Settled, object of first Settlers,) This County was first Settled in 
remarkable occurences &.c and about the year 1750 by hunt- 
ers, the proper pioniers of all new countries, as the county in- 
creased in permanent Settlers, those hunters, like the Ball of Em- 
pire, took their Western course, and soon gave way to a descrip- 
tion of persons more enterprising and industrious, from whom 
the present Inhabitants have mostly decended—There are no 
remarkable occurrences in the history of this County, prior to, 
or during the Revolutionary war, worthy of notice, except the Battle 
at Guilford Court House, which more properly belongs to a description 
of that County; it may not, however, be improper here to remark, that 
the Citizens generally were zealous in the cause of liberty, and much at- 
tached to the principles of the Revolution; many of whom Volunteered 
their Service and marched against the commony Enemy, when occasion 
required.—"4 


Rivers, Cataracts,) The Dan, which is the principal River in this 
Roads & Bridges } County, is a gentle Stream, confined by Banks so 
high as to prevent its often overflowing; it is about 100 yards wide gen- 
erally, and navigable by Batteaux to near the Mountains in Stokes Coun- 
ty.—The River, which was formerly well Stored with fish of Various 
kinds, meanders with many windings through the county in a North 
easterly direction until it intersects the Virginia line a little below the 


+ 13 Pid average value of land as assessed for the federal direct tax in 1815 was $2.33 per acre. 
urphey Papers, 11, 165. ; 
14 During the Revolution, the region was in Guilford County. The battle of Guilford mae 
House occurred on March 15, 1781. For Tory activity in Guilford, see C. R., IX, 1241, %, 
451,727; S.R., XII, 811-812, 832, 838-839, 877, XVII, 335, 444, 706, XXII, 923. 
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mouth of Cascade Creek—The Mayo and Smiths Rivers, are Shallow 
and rapid Streams, and empty themselves into the Dan from the North 
West, by mouths of 60 or 70 yards wide.—on both of these Rivers, near 
their mouths, and on the main Road leading from Salisbury and Salem, 
te Petersburg in Virginia are Mill Seats equal perhaps, to any in the 
State, and form the greatest Cataracts in the County, which are of a gentle 
decent at least a mile in length—nay it is thought by some, that Mills 
on the most improved plan, and on a large Scale, might be erected here 
with the greatest ease, and much to the advantage of the citizens general- 
ly.—The Haw River and Troublesome creek, are deep and muddy Streams, 
and narrow,—the bottom lands on these Waters, are said to be much the 
best for meadow of any in the County, but it is beleaved, there are others 
that would answer the purpose very well.—The only Merchant Mills in the 
County are erected on these waters; Two of which are the property of 
James Patrick Esquire: one is erected on a Small branch of Haw River, 
the other, which is more worthy of notice, Stands on the Site of the 
old Iron works on Troublesome Creek, a never failing Stream; and on the 
main Road leading from Salisbury to Danville in Virginia there being 
only one more in the County, which is owned by Peter Bysor at the high 
Rock ford on Haw River.—In Justice to the enterprising Spirit of these 
two Gentlemen, it may not be amiss here to remark, that Flour of the 
first quallity is manufactured here, which find a ready market at Peters- 
burg and Fayetteville—The County is intersected in every direction with 
convenient Roads, and some wooden Bridges are thrown across Haw 
River and Troublesome creek of tollerable workmanship. 


Mines, Minerals, and) There are some Iron mines, particularly in the 
Medicinal Springs | neighbourhood of the Troublesome old Iron works, 
but they are disused at present:—The works (which were erected about 
the year 1770, and perhaps the first in the State) having gone to ruin. 
—There is likewise, specimens of the Load Stone found near the con- 
fluence of the Dan and Smiths Rivers, which appear to possess in an 
eminent degree, all the Virtues of the real magnet; and it is beleaved, that 
there are Various other kinds of ore hid in the Bowels of the Earth, 
there being in different parts of the County, Several Spare water 
Springs impregnated with different kinds of metal; those near Lenox 
Castle, on the Waters of Hogans creek, are in the greatest repute, and 
were formerly the resort of the Wealthy citizens from the Eastern part 
of the State.— 


Staple Commodities } Tobacco, Cotton, Beaf, pork, flour, flax seed, wheat, 
Markets, produce &c}) Bees wax, and some hemp, form the Staple com- 
modities of this county, the principal of which is Tobacco: the most of 
which are carried to Petersburg and Richmond in Virginia, except wheat 
and flax seed, which articles will better bear the carriage to Fayetteville, 
where they meet with a ready market in exchange for Salt, much to the 
profit, and domestic convenience of the citizens generally:—The quantity 
of produce thus exported, is indeed very considerable, but there is no 
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data by which an estimate of its Value can be formed with any degree 
of accuracy.—Rockingham, abounds with fruits of Various kinds, par- 
ticularly apples and Peaches, from which large quantities of cyder and 
Brandy is made yearly for home consumption, and some for market.— 


General and Perhaps there is no part of the State where the people 
Individual wealth) are nearer upon a meduim, than in this county; this 
may be easily accounted for, when it is recollected that the price of land, 
has always been low in comparison with lands of an equal quallity in 
the Eastern parts of the State.* The most of our Farmers and planters, 


*It is believed that this remark will apply with equal force to most of the 
Counties in the western parts of the state 


live on lands of their own which give them an air of Independence, rarely 
to be met with in Countries where the labouring part of the community are 
Vassals and dependants on the Rich.—it is not, however, to be infered 
from this, that there are no men of wealth in the County, on the contrary, 
there are many, some of which are of respectable Standing in Society.—** 


Towns and General } Leaksville'® and Wentworth’? are the only Towns 
Stile of Building in the County, and they at present Scarcely deserve 
the name.—Leaksville, Stands on a high bluff on the North Side of Dan 
River, near its confluence with Smiths River, and within one mile of the 
above mentioned Mill Seat the latter—This is a most delightful Spot, 
and the best situated for trade, perhaps, of any in the County, as it com- 
mands a very extensive back Country, the produce of which (in conse- 
quence of a navigation free of obstructions up and down the River) 
would inevitably center here.—It was established by an act of assembly 
passed some years ago, but in consequence of a failure to complete the 
navigation of the Roanoak!® (on which contingence its fate depends) it 


15 In 1790, the largest slaveholders in Rockingham County were John Price, 105 slaves; Alex- 
ander Martin, 47; and Benjamin Jones Iron Works, 35. Of a total of 844 heads of families, 203 
owned slaves as follows: 129, less than 5 each; 46, from 5 to 10; 21, from 10 to 20; and 7, 20 or 
more. S. R., XXVI, 986-1003. In 1810, the total population of 10,316 included 2,114 slaves. 
The growth of tobacco production gradually increased the number of slaves to 6,318 in a total popu- 
lation of 16,746 in 1860. Ninth Census, I, 52-54. 

16 In 1797, the General Assembly appointed Robert Coleman, Nathaniel Seals, Alexander Sneed, 
Terry Hughes, and John Leake commissioners to build and improve the town of Leaksville in accord- 
ance with the plan drawn up by Abraham Phillips. John Leake had already laid off and sold 45 lots, 
and some houses had been erected. Laws of North Carolina, 1797, ch. 66. 

17 On account of the fact that there was no town or public land at the court house for the accom- 
modation of the persons who attended court, the General Assembly of 1796 authorized Pleasant 
Henderson, John May, Abraham Phillips, Drewry Smith, Samuel West, Samuel K. Jennings, and 
James Hunter to purchase not less than 40 acres, including the site of the court house, from Robert 
Galloway and company, or others, for a town by the name of Wentworth. If they did not buy 
from Galloway, they were to purchase 100 acres within 3 miles of the centre of the county and 
sell the old courthouse and prison. Laws of North Carolina, 1796, ch. 56. This arrangement 
was represented as injurious to the county and against the wishes of the majority of citizens. The 
General Assembly of 1797 suspended its operation until after the meeting of the next legislature. 
Laws of North Curolina, 1797, ch. 76. Robert Galloway agreed to give 100 acres, including the 
site of the existing court house, and the General Assembly of 1798 appointed William Bethell, Jo- 
seph Clark, James Patricke, Nathaniel Scales, and Joshua Smith as trustees and directors to receive 
the deed and to lay off and sell at auction for the benefit of the county as many one-acre lots as 
they should agree upon. Laws of North Carolina, 1798, ch. 76. 4 f ; 

18 The Roanoke Navigation Company was chartered in 1812, but little improvement in the nav- 
igation of the river was made for a number of years. A canal around the falls of the river nie 
necessary to make the river a commercial outlet for the rich agricultural section above the falls. 
report of the Roanoke Navigation Company in 1834 states that 3,945 hogsheads of tobacco were 
transported through the canal during the preceding year. Legislative Papers, 1834; C. C. Weaver, 
“Internal Improvements in North Carolina previous to 1860,” JoAns Hopkins University Studies in 
Historical and Political Science, Series XXI, Nos. 3-4. 
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has as yet made but a small progress; We cannot, however, in Justice 
to its founder (John Leak Esq'.!® whose zeal for the public welfare far 
exceeded his ability) omit to premise, that at some future period, when pub- 
lic Spirit and patriotism Shall have assumed their proper Stations, this 
Town will rise to that degree and State of usefulness, which nature, and 
its local situation have seemed to assign to it——Wentworth, which is the 
County Town, where our Courts of Justice are held, is remarkable for 
nothing, except its high and healthy Situation it stands about three miles 
South of the River Dan, in a poor and broken part of the county, and 
near its Center; we have here a tollerable wooden Court House, painted, 
and a common Goal built of wood and Stone, the Rooms of which are dark 
and miserable beyond description; there are likewise some public Houses 
for the accomodation of Strangers, and the citizens generally tho’ Scarcely 
enough for so populous a County.—The buildings in this county, are Gen- 
erally of wood, some Framed but the greater part of hewn logs, covered 
with Shingles with Brick and Stone Chimneys, which render them more 
warm and comfortable than elegant.— 


State and progress of agriculture, } Although, agriculture in its present 
improvements, Breeds of useful ( State, is much inferior to what might 
Domestic animals &.c be expected in a Country imbracing 
such a variety of soil, and a climate favourable to the production of every 
necessary of life, yet it must be acknowledged, that considerable progress 
have been made within a few years past The culture of Tobacco and 
Indian Corn (so destructive to our best lands) which have long been per- 
sued with avidity by most of the planters, has of late years, in some de- 
gree given way to a rotation of crops, consisting of Indian corn, oats and 
wheat ;—-wheat, for exportation, might be raised in the greatest abundance, 
if proper encouragement was given by the Building of Mills Suitable for 
manufacturing it into flour, and a hope is entertained, that e’er long, 
Some’ of our Wealthy and enterprising Citizens, will see the necessity, or 
at least find it to their interest, to erect Mills on Some of the most eli- 
gible Seats for the purposes above mentioned;—It will be seen, by what 
has already been said that great improvements have been made in agricul- 
ture;—and it is no less a fact, that considerable improvements have also 
been made, in our domestic manufactures; particularly in the following ar- 
ticles, to wit, Saddles, Hats, Boots Shoes, Cabenet ware, Carpenter and 
House Joiners, Millwrights, Rifle and Smothe bore guns, the two latter of 
which are executed in the neatest and best manner by Capt. Joshua Far- 
rington, equal, if not Superior to any imported, nor must it be forgotten, 
that the Ladies, have also made as great a progress in their Household 
manufactures, which has created in some degree a Spirit of emulation, to 
vie with each other, who shall be foremost, nor is it uncommon, to see both 
Gentlemen and Ladies of the first respectability, in all public places of re- 
sort, dressed in a full suit of homespun, which would do honor to the citi- 


19 John Leak represented Rockingham County in the House of Commons, 1791. North Caro- 
lina Manual, 1913, 783. 
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zens of any Country.—The Breed of Horses have much improved, but 
Cattle, Sheep and Hogs have somewhat degenerated, owing chiefly to the 
range being eaten out.— 


Distilleries and agreeably to the return of the assistant Mar- 
Labour saving Machines) shal, there are in this County 126.?° Stills in 
use, from which Vast quantities of whiskey and Brandy is made yearly, 
part of which is exported to the adjoing States, which very much increase 
the wealth of those who have them in use.—Cotton gins are common 
throughout the county. the number not known, but fully Sufficient to 
clean all the cotton for market and home consumption.— 


Tan yards} Several Tan yards have been erected in this County, which 
would be of the greatest utility, were it not for the prevailing practice of 
driving our Beef to market; 


Commerce and trade } here, as in most parts of the back Country, Com- 
and how carried on merce and trade is engrossed by a few enterprising 
individuals, who generally keep the People in debt to them; too many of 
our Farmers and planters, owe the proceeds of their crop to the Merchant 
before it is put into the ground, which is the principal cause of the Scarci- 
ty of cash so often felt, and complained of in this part of the State— 
Some of our planters Role their tobacco,”1 but the greater part of them 
make use of Waggons for the conveyance of their Surplus produce to 
market.— 


Fisheries and) Some Shad, and a Variety of fresh water fish are caught here, 
game &.c ) tho’ Scarcely enough for neighbourhood consumption.— 
The Sturgeon is an inhabitant of the Dan, and is sometimes caught from 7 
to 10 feet long.—The wild game, which about 40 years ago were found here 
in the greatest plenty, have for several years been on the decline; the 
Deer, tho’ few are hunted by men and hounds with such eagerness and 
avidity that it is very rare to see one—Fur of various kinds is Still 
caught to a considerable amount, the most of which is manufactured into 
Hats for home consumption. 


State of Society, and | The present State of Society presages the most 
progress of civilization) flattering consequences, and no people in the 
State, perhaps, have made a greater progress in civilization in the last 
20 years, than the Citizens of Rockingham; they are in general hospitable 
to Strangers, and appear to affect what may be called a Snug, rather 
than a Splendid way of living. — 


20 The total value of manufactures in the county was reported in 1811 as $31,100 per year, in- 
cluding 1,000 tanned hides valued at $7,200; 126 distilleries producing 30,900 gallons worth $15,- 
400: and 420 looms making 85,000 yards of cloth valued at $16,500. ‘‘Report of Manufactures 
Within the State of North Carolina,’ by Beverly Daniels, Marshal for the District of North Caro- 
lina, January 1, 1811, in The Star, February 21, 1811. Daniel’s assistant in Rockingham was 
Mark Harden. There is evidently one or more mistakes in these figures. 

2 An early method of transporting tobacco to market. The hogshead was rolled over the ground 
by a horse hitched between two shafts attached to an axle inserted through the centre of the hogs- 
head. 
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Learned professional men, We have som Phisicians and at- 
men of talents, & progress of literature ) tornies,?* whose practice and mor- 
al Character entitle them to the patronage of an enlightened public, and 
men of the first natural abilities, both now and heretofore, have often been 
found in the Humble Walks of life. There have been no schools estab- 
lished for the education of youth, more than for a common English 
education of course, we have but few men of Science or a classical educa- 
tion; And altho’ we cannot boast of the progress of Literature, the com- 
parative difference in the respect, between the present time and 25 years 
ago, is almost beyond conception. 


Religion &c.} There is but one Framed Meeting House in the County, 
and that was built by mutual subscription, and therefore open to all de- 
nominations; there are a great many (the number not known) both Bap- 
tist and Methodists Houses of Worship built in the most cheapest manner 
of hewn Logs &c which are generally large and convenient; Those two 
professions are the prevailing ones in the County, Supposed to be nearly 
equal in number of communicants members &c. there are but few Pres- 
byterians compared with the number of the above named Societies, and 
Still fewer of Universalists, but there are some, and perhaps more than is 
generally beleaved. 


Diseases &c } Dysentaries, and nervous fevers &c are the most prevailent 
diseases in the Summer & fall Season; Rheumatisms pluresies and other 
inflammatory complaints are most common in the Winter and Spring Sea- 
son; Intermittant fevers, agues &c; which were formerly a sore Scourge 
to the Inhabitants of Dan River, have of late years intirely disappeared. — 


Amusements &c | Dancing and horse Racing, are the only amusements 
practised by the citizens of this county, and these, have in some degree 
fallen off within a few years past.—I forbear to mention that vile and 
abominable practice of card playing &c which is so prevalent at our 
County Court Houses, Taverns &c and many other nefarious practices to 
delude the young and unwarry; as they cannot be too Severly reprehended 
by every honest and patriotic Citizen — 

The foregoing description, has been thrown together under circumstan- 
ces not the most favorable; nay I am fully sensible of its defects in point of 
Stile, but the Substance matter as far as it goes* therein contained; I be- 


*The information given under some of the foregoing heads is not so full and com- 
plete as could have been wished, owing to the failure of Some, who were applied to, 
to furnish facts necessary to complete the work, which is very much regretted by the 
writer—The different heads omitted, have been fully attended to, but do not apply 
to this County, and therefore were thought not necessary to be inserted. 

A. Sneed 


leave, is Substantially correct. 


Alex: Sneed 


22 The first Rockingham graduate of the University was John Motley Morehead, class of 1817. 
In 1823, Theophilus Lacy, James T. Morehead, John May, Rice Garland, and Thomas Settle were 
resident practicing attorneys. The resident physicians were Edward T. Broadnax, George W. Jones, 
and John Murry.. K. P. Battle, History of the University of North Carolina, I, 788; The North 
Carolina Register, 1823, 48, 57. 
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HOME-LIFE IN ROCKINGHAM COUNTY IN THE 
"EIGHTIES AND ’NINETIES* * 


Edited by MARJORIE CRAIG 


In Old Wentworth 


In old Wentworth, North Carolina, the village of my birth, 
the homesteads were situated on spacious lots, composed of 
several acres, so that the owners had room not only for houses, 
outhouses, front and back premises, but large orchards and 
Sieg besides. The front yards and houses were on a 
airly level piece of ground, but the back yards and gardens 
on either side of one street gradually slanted back to a spring 
branch or some stream of water; and for that reason many 
of the gardens were terraced to prevent washing away durin 
heavy rains. On these terraces were often planted grape an 
raspberry vines, fig bushes, damson and quince trees. In 
protected spots, facing south, little blue and white Roman 
hyacinths, buttercups, and violets often bloomed in January. 
Hot beds and asparagus beds on these slopes produced greens 
for the table very early in the spring—crisp radishes and let- 
tuce, and asparagus for soup. 

Neat flower beds began on each side of the front gate, in- 
side the palings that divided the street from the yards, the 
larger plots being separated by shrubs and borders of dwarf 
tree boxwood, euonimous, arbor vitae, roses, spirea, deutzia, 
syringa, wiegelia, forsythia, the golden bell, crepe myrtle, 
lilac, and the beds made of hyacinths, violets, white and 
purple, that were fragrant, buttercups, tulips, crocuses, ane- 
mone, little Johnny-Jump-ups, lily of the valley, and other 
summer flowers. I used to think that our own garden was 
sweetest when the Siberian crab-apple was in bloom and the 
Paul Neron, the Sofrano and the La France roses nearby 
were bursting their buds, but it was hard to find a special 


Md These vignettes, largely reminiscences, were written about 1935 by Alberta 
Ratliffe Craig (1871-1950), who was the author of “Old Wentworth 
Sketches,” published in this journal, Volume XI (July, 1934). Miss Mar- 
jorie Craig, her daughter, who edited the notes for the present article, 
died on July 5, 1955. She was the author of numerous articles and poems. 
Her most recent work The Known Way a collection of poems, was pub- 
lished posthumously in October, 1955. 


* Originally published in The North Carolina Historical Review, XXXIII (October, | 956). 
510-528. Reprinted with the permission of the Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, 
N.C. 
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The Wentworth home (c. 1900) of Thomas Anderson Craig, father 
of Albert Ratliffe Craig. 
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season for my father’s flower garden. There were favorites 
for every season, even in a green-house full of “box flowers” 
that called for his most devoted care and attention, in the 
dead of the winter. 

Beautiful and rare flowers in boxes and pots graced the 
lawns and porches in summer on flower stands, pyramid in 
shape, and in pits in winter on a succession of wooden 
shelves. These had to be watched in winter and kept from 
freezing by means of lighted stoves or lamps, to be occasion- 
ally watered, and otherwise cared for. 

Every available place had some sort of fruit growing— 
raspberries, strawberries, currants, grapes, cherries, apricots, 
apples, peaches, pears, quinces, damsons, and plums—not one 
but several varieties, so that each season there was an abun- 
dance to eat, and quantities to preserve for winter use. There 
were big walnut, hickory, chestnut, and mulberry trees, be- 
sides chinquapin, hazelnut, haw, locust, and persimmon, 
growing wild nearby, on hillside lots. Blackberry, dewberry, 
and huckleberry vines also furnished wild fruits. Fox grapes 
and another variety called ‘possum grapes made a delightful 
change from the cultivated garden grapes. These grew along 
creek banks, and were hard to get. They grew high among 
branches of willows near or over streams, and among bram- 
bles. To go hunting fox grapes, or muscadines, combined 
with a fishing trip, was one of Wentworth youths’ pastimes. 

Locust and persimmon trees always grew together, or quite 
near each other; and that is why I suppose some one thought 
up © ’simmon beer,” which is made of these two fine old wild 
fruits, combined often with dried apples in the beer. 

Sassafras tea made from the bark of dried sassafras root 
was drunk at the table, as a tonic as well as a beverage, in 
spring. Other wild roots, such as calamus, sarsaparilla, bur- 
dock, “bar foot,” and many others, were stored for medicinal 
purposes. 

The Siberian crab-apple in my father’s flower graden per- 
fumed the whole neighborhood while blooming and later 
delighted the eye by its cherry-like fruit, hanging in clusters 
of rose and gold. When, too, the wild locust trees bloomed, 
the whole town was perfumed by their grape-like clusters of 
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pure white loveliness. Of course copals were not highly ap- 
preciated, except by the bees. When in bloom they were 
offensive to smell, but the bees swarmed to get the sweets. 
Years ago, the legend goes, a Wentworth student returning 
home from a Virginia college, brought the first “Tree of 
Paradise” and planted it there on the street. Its graceful 
foliage, bright seed pods, and sturdy drought-resistant quali- 
ties make it a desirable plant for the landscaper and builder 
of parks in many cities of today. 

In the spacious back yards, fenced off from garden and lot, 
were outhouses for servants, for poultry, a wellhouse, and 
smokehouse. 

In the old log-bodied kitchen, or servants’ house, was a 
big open fireplace for heating flatirons, and boiling the 
clothes in an immense black iron pot, hung on a crane over 
the fire. Here the family washing was done. Here, too, was 
baked the salt-rising bread, in skillets and ovens, heated by 
means of hot coals, beneath and on top. Delicious loaf pound 
cake and fruit cake were likewise baked in this manner. Corn 
bread, corn pone, and soda biscuits baked in this manner, 
made out by hand, had a taste and flavor unexcelled by any 
other method of cookery. Ash-cakes made of meal and water, 
baked on the hot rocks of the fireplace, and covered by ashes, 
were luxuries from Black Mammy’s kitchen which once en- 
joyed were never to be forgotten. 

The ash-hopper, standing in the chimney corner of the 
servants house, was the first step to homemade soap, made 
of drip lye, and used for many household purposes, especially 
the washing of clothes. Hickory ashes from the wood fires 
were put into the hopper; and water poured over them 
trickled through to the bottom. A vessel set beneath the plat- 
form on which the hopper rested caught the resulting liquid 
lye. Waste fats from the kitchen, combined with this lye, and 
boiled to solid mass, became lye soap. 

Nearby was the smokehouse, a large log-bodied building 
we a stout lock and key, that held a year’s supply of salt 
pork. 

Chickens, turkeys, ducks, and guineas roosted in the fruit 
trees, as well as the hen-house. Small coops for the young 
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fowls also had a place in the back yard that was fenced off 
from garden, front yard, and horse-lot by wire and wooden 
partitions. Wire mesh for poultry yards was a delight to my 
father, who was always eager to adopt new things. 

Beyond the back yard on either side were the garden and 
the lot. In the latter were the corn cribs filled with corn for 
the stock. In the eaves were pigeon-boxes where many va- 
rieties of these graceful birds lived. On top was a martin box 
for martins brought luck! There were shuck pens for the stock, 
a carriage house, underneath which the ice-house was usually 
located, other styles being a pit, with only the roof visible 
above ground; stables for the horses, mules, and feed; sheds 
around these for vehicles; pig-pens, and pens for refuse. 

It was on top of one of these old pens one day that my 
sister, a few years my senior, and I found a wagon-top re- 
moved from the body, and looking so invitingly like a play 
house. She set up housekeeping in one end of the curtains 
and I in the other. A strong wind came along and carried the 
whole thing off down a steep hillside, but we were still in 
the curtains and, after recovering from the surprise, enjoyed 
the ride. 


The Spring and Fish Ponds 


The old spring at home resembled nothing so much as a 
tall cake that had two or three slices removed, leaving a gap 
in the hill of rocky walls on sides and back, and was there- 
fore very cold. My father built fish ponds on this spring 
branch, stocking them with fish gotten through our Repre- 
sentative in Congress at Washington, for free distribution. 
These tiny ponds broke several times, and I have often 
wondered if the large carp so often caught in Dan River 
since, did not spend their youth in some such pond. Along the 
edges of these ponds my father planted fragrant mint and 
blue forget-me-nots. I am wondering, too, how far they have 
traveled. Lake Lucille, the property of Mr. Reuben D. Reid 
on another hill, has long since contributed of little and big 
fishes to “the noble Dan.” 

Minor’s Mill further down-stream, was a favorite fishing 
place, also. 
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Hog Killings 


Like corn shuckings and the ice-harvest, the slaughtering 
of hogs was a community occasion, for men, women, and 
children. Several neighbors combined and killed their hogs 
together, scalded, cleaned, and hung them up on long poles 
to bleed and cool, on the very coldest of winter days. All the 
fat being removed to the kitchens, the women prepared this 
for trying-out into lard, and also ground and seasoned the 
lean meat into sausage, when the hams and other lean parts 
were trimmed. Youngsters clamored for pig-tails to roast and 
eat, and bladders to blow into balloons, but were not allowed 
at the scene of the slaughtering by their parents, for fear their 
children would become brutal at seeing such sights. 

Dainty dishes of brains, sweet-breads, and kidneys were 
so plentiful they palled on the appetite. There were the has- 
lets, consisting of the liver, lights, and heart, that made a 
savory hash, seasoned with red and black pepper, sage, and 
salt. There were the heads, that were often combined with 
the liver, and made into souse-meat or, with corn meal, into 
liver pudding. There was the seasoning of the ground sausage, 
and spicy odors of little cakes of it being fried to test the 
amount of salt, sage or pepper; then the stuffing of it into 
small entrails prepared for smoking; or into bags, or cooking 
and packing it into glass or stone jars, and the pouring of hot 
lard over it, to seal it until needed, months later. 

The entrails, well-cleansed and soaked for about a week in 
salt water, and cut into short lengths, battered and fried, 
were a great delicacy. They were called chitterlings. 

All fat was tried out in iron pots and other available vessels, 
poured when done into fifty-pound tins, stone jars, and 
smaller buckets. This lasted nearly all the year, and was used 
in bread-making and in frying. The small blocks of crisp fat 
bacon that floated to the top of the tried-out lard were stored 
away for cracklings and, combined with meal, water, and 
salt, made the South’s famous “shortenin’ bread.” 

When the meat that had been slaughtered was cooled, it 
was cut up and salted, and put away in the smokehouse. The 
key to the smokehouse was of brass, and about six inches 
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long. It hung in a conspicuous place in the living-room. This 
key fitted into a big lock on a strong door opening into a 
log-bodied cabin, the inside walls of which were surrounded 
by a wooden-enclosed platform, about four feet high. On 
this platform were large wooden boxes, filled with salted 
‘sides,’ hams, shoulders, jowls, and other choice pieces of 
cured pork. At certain seasons these were hung up to the raft- 
ers above, by means of hickory withes, and further submitted 
to the curing process, being smoked, the fires made of hickory 
chips, on the dirt floors beneath. Then hams and shoulders 
were treated with a preparation of saltpetre, molasses, black 
and red pepper, wrapped in paper, then sewn up in clean, 
heavy domestic sacks, then white-washed with lime—all of 
which was the method used to keep out flies or other insects. 
In this way the hams, especially, were reserved for later 
summer, fall, Christmas, or kept for two-year-olds, when the 
meat became “cheesy,” and much relished. 

Through the courtesy of fertilizer companies that my father 
represented as merchant in Wentworth he sometimes received 
from the Atlantic coast a barrel of fresh oysters, in the shell. 
These, kept in a cool cellar, could be opened when needed, 
by applying heat to the shell, the oysters easily coming out. 
Sharing a gallon of oysters with a neighbor was just a friendly 
exchange then for some like favor. 

Parties of sportsmen often went out to Dan River seining 
and returned with turtle and fish of fine quality and size. 
The beautiful red-horse, much larger than, but resembling 
our gold fish in the aquariums, mullets, eels, perch, catfish, 
and other varieties constituted a day’s haul. Or perhaps they 
went to “The Bent,” a pond where wild ducks were abun- 
dant. These, with frog-legs, were great luxuries. Often wild 
turkeys, partridges, and squirrels were in the days take. 
‘Possum hunting with hounds was done at night, A fat pos- 
sum was the luxury that called for sweet *taters, simmon beer, 
and red pepper sauce. 

Pantries and closets were filled with stone crocks and jars 
of preserves and pickles of great varieties. These were cov- 
ered with cloths dipped in beeswax, tied on, and further 
covered with heavy wooden lids. Honey from the bee hives, 
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dried fruits and vegetables; also vegetables in kilns, in winter, 
supplemented so much meat that was used for diet. 

Housekeeping meant much ado in those old Wentworth 
days, but there was much with to do. Hams from the smoke- 
house, eggs and chickens and other fowl from the poultry 
yard; ice from the ice-house; maybe a half or quarter of beef, 
mutton, or shoat on ice in the ice-house, when occasion de- 
manded a quantity; fresh and dried vegetables—these were 
some of the answers to a house-wife’s complaint “What will 
I give them to eat?” 


Many Hands 


There had to be “hands” to accomplish so much. There 
was, first of all, the cook, whose recipes consisted chiefly 
of “handfuls of this, or a pinch of that,” but with a result al- 
together delightful; the house girl who was right-hand helper 
to the cook and kept the general appearance of the remainder 
of the house what it should be at all times; a house boy whose 
duty was to supply the house with well-filled wood-boxes 
and with water, to run errands, in summer to keep plenty of 
water in buckets and pails, and also to serve at table with 
a flybrush, made of many layers of newspaper strips, fastened 
on a long stick. These he sleepily waved back and forth over 
the table. An elegant successor to the black boy in the late 
eighties was a mechanical centerpiece that, when wound like 
a clock, sent two gauze-covered wings spinning round and 
round, scaring flies or bumping heads as the case might be. 

There was a lot-boy, who cut wood and looked after cows, 
a wagoner who bought goods from Reidsville, these being 
shipped from Northern markets to merchants. Another driver 
who looked after the stables and the stock, hauled wood, and 
did some farming. On rare occasions he drove the carriage. 
In our family the steeds were mules that had hauled wood 
all week, the driver a crippled old darky, the coach itself was 
all right, but second-hand! 

What others think often causes youth more discomfort than 
physical suffering would. My mother often laughed over 
Uncle Thomas Johnston's discomfiture at having to accom- 
pany his sisters to church or parties, wearing a beaver and sit- 
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ting outside by the driver, not realizing what a gallant figure 
he made on such occasions. 

Many of the young men had two-horse buggies, and 
“buggy-riding” was an important and interesting pastime for 
young men and ladies, as their steeds pranced through the 
dusty or the muddy streets and roads. Others had small bug- 
gies with rubber tires, which were “the latest thing” in the 
‘nineties. 

The family carriage that had once belonged to us had long 
ago been sold to Mr. Sam Wray, who kept a wagon and 
buggy repair shop. Its last appearance on the stage was when 
some one played a prank on a neighbor. Two families were 
applying for the Post Office. The disgrunted and defeated 
candidate awoke one morning to find the carriage at his door. 
Facetious passers-by remarked quite audibly, “Umph, the 
Pane vere s must have company!” 

Families as a rule being large, each child had his daily duty 
to perform, before breakfast even. A porch, a hall, a bedroom, 
or dining-room must be put to rights. The kerosene lamps 
tended on week-ends, the front walks, and like duties claimed 
their time on Saturdays. Then, too, the customs of the day 
demanded that when there were daughters they should take 
turns at carrying the pantry keys, giving out the meals, and 
also planning meals, but always returning the keys to the 
mistress of the house, who kept them in her pocket! 

Older children in the family had duties as well as the 
youngsters who swept or did some like task. At my old home 
our oldest sister kept school several hours each day, and she 
was about the strictest teacher we ever had. We did a great 
deal of memory work, learned to read with expression, to 
count, to add, subtract, and multiply. We studied catechism 
lessons and memory verses on little blue tickets to be taken 
to Sunday school. When correctly recited, these were ex- 
changed for red tickets, much more valuable, as credit for 
work. Another sister sewed for us. Above all was our mother, 
who often counseled us on health: to wear rubbers in the rain, 
to wear plenty of clothes in the cold, never to sleep in damp 
sheets, not to sit down while clothing was wet but change 
immediately on coming in from sudden rains. She taught us 
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that lying is a disgrace and ranks with stealing; that what 
belongs to another is his, not ours; that a woman’s fortune is 
her virtue. She believed that family and blood should count, 
especially in marriage. 

My mother also knit the family stockings, shaping them 
at the knee as well as at the heel. They were usually some 
drab color, dyed from an infusion of bark from trees. Gentle- 
men wore “pulse warmers’ or wristlets to protect their hands 
from cold when riding horseback or driving. They also wore 
woolen underwear and socks, and high boots into which they 
sometimes stuffed their trouser-legs. In summer their shoes 
were high top gaiters with elastic in the sides so they could 
be more easily pulled on and off. This operation was per- 
formed by means of a “boot-jack,” a kind of iron prong that 
gripped the heel of the shoe as one held it in place with the 
other foot, in removing the mate. A very stylish garment worn 
by gentlemen in summer was a long overcoat or linen “duster” 
to protect their clothes in riding a long distance. Ladies some- 
times wore one too, and yards of veiling around immense 
hats, and light linen collars and cuffs or ruffles or ruches at 
their high-necked, long-sleeved dresses. Their skirts were 
sometimes ruffled from the waist to the bottom of the skirt, 
or perhaps it was tucking. Sometimes in addition to the inti- 
mate garment next to the skin there were at least two, and 
perhaps six, petticoats. It depended on the gauziness of the 
outside dress worn. Wash day was an occasion in those old 
times. So was ironing day. There were many starched frills. 

My mother's tea-cakes and ginger snaps were famous. She 
usually made a peck at the time; and they stayed under lock 
and key, to be passed around when neighbors came to sit till 
bedtime. I'll never know what those grown-ups talked about, 
for we children were invariably sent off to the dining room to 
“study your lessons,” but we could hear gales of laughter ever 
so often. They must have had a good time in those old days 
when their children actually obeyed (to the tune of a hickory 
switch if they didn’t). Good old times! 

My mother had a tracing wheel and would get patterns 
from the supplements in Harper's Bazaar by tracing them 
onto plain wrapping paper. It seemed an intricate job, but 
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she succeeded fairly well with them. She also spent much time 
cutting out receipts and gems of thought in prose and poetry 
from the papers and making scrap-books of these, so that at 
her death each of her six surviving children drew a scrap- 
book, in the division. 

I think I shall never recover from the distaste I acquired 
for “hand sewing” at my mother’s knee. First, the long basted 
seams, then the back-stitched seam beneath that, and quite 
often the fell. I am inclined to put the sewing machine in a 
class with the wonderful wire-screen as a benefit to woman- 
kind. Think of making a man’s suit with one’s fingers! Not 
that I ever did, but some people did. Think of the infinite 
pains with which our mothers hemmed and ruffled and tucked 
and puffed their dainty summer dresses, and all their intimate 
underclothing. 

There were a number of good magazines and papers taken 
in our home, although there were so few books. We had, be- 
sides Harpers Bazaar already mentioned, Frank Leslies, 
Godey’s Ladies’ Book, the New York World, the Atlanta 
Constitution, The News and Observer (Raleigh), Home and 
Farm, and the state and county papers—besides the Christian 
Observer, the Christian Herald, and the North Carolina 
Presbyterian. 

It was my father who, after a strenuous day at the store, 
would sit with us at the dining-room fireplace where the chil- 
dren remained in the evening while the elders were in Mama's 
room talking grown-up things. He often read to us, or pro- 
vided us with amusing literature such as the Youth's Com- 
panion, St. Nicholas, or The Chatterbox, a copy of the last 
always included in the Christmas gifts to his children. 

His eagerness for new things and places found vent in his 
going, often, to Baltimore to buy dry-goods for his store, and 
bringing back ideas about serving foods, setting the tables, 
and other city customs. 

Having a touch of rheumatism, he often went to Beaufort, 
taking one or two of the children, to get the benefit of salt- 
water bathing, which he said was a cure for that disease. My 
two brothers were fortunate companions of his on most of 
these journeys. 
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Family Ties Are Severed 


The store of which my father was proprietor, on the north 
side of the one Wentworth street, continued to be a center 
of trade for a large section of country, contributing also to 
the maintenance of our own household. 

There were always outsiders in our home. Perhaps it was 
the public-school teacher, or my uncles—who before the 
Boyd-Reid co-partnership maintained a small law office in 
our garden, one door opening into the street and the other 
into our garden. Perhaps it was a young clerk at the store. 
Many of these clerks went out into the world as business men 
of ability, or into some profession. Ministers were often en- 
tertained, and an upstairs room was called for that reason 
“the prophet’s chamber.” Boarders were as great a delight 
to my father as they were an aversion to my mother. I think 
he got a breath of the outside world that he liked so much, 
in some degree, that way. Sometimes he even went North to 
buy his goods, returning with new-fangled things, such as 
as organina, or organette, that had to be wound up, and played 
mechanically, like a player piano, on a punctured roll. He, 
accompanied by my eldest sister and other family groups of 
Wentworth people, also attended the Centennial at Phila- 
delphia in 1876. He was devoted to newspapers and always 
kept in close touch with the doings of the Legislature and of 
Congress, when they were in session. 

In the late ‘eighties he began selling fertilizers, and not 
being a successful collector of bad debts, he met his downfall 
as a merchant. The old store passed into other hands, his 
successor being Brother-in-Law David Lawson Withers, who 
had in 1879 married Sister Bessie. 

Their marriage was a beautiful June-time affair. The bride 
wore a veil and orange blossoms, the couple having several 
attendants. The ceremony was held in the parlor, underneath 
a huge bell covered with creamy-white yucca blooms; the 
clapper a magnolia bud. In the yard and garden the trees and 
shrubs were draped with gray-green Spanish moss my father 
had ordered from Eastern Carolina, the scene faintly lighted 
by Japanese lanterns, then quite rare. 
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In addition to rich cakes and meats, a hugh bran-loaf cake 
was the center-piece. It was decorated with fancy icing, 
flanked on each side by lace-work stands, holding white 
artificial flowers, then the rage, the effect being beautiful if 
not practical. Having eaten stale cocanut, discarded in some 
of the preparations the day before, my next-oldest sister and I 
almost failed to enjoy any of the grandeur of the first wed- 
ding in the family. 

Sister Eugenia was married the following year to W. B. 
Coppedge, of Cedar Rock in Franklin County. Guests were 
served a dainty breakfast at small tables, after which the 
couple left for their home, in Franklin County. 

Then Sisters Fannie and Willie Anna were married, the 
former to Luther A. Bobbitt of Franklin County who was a 
neighbor of Sister Eugenia’s, and the latter to Robert W. 
Morphis, who had become a clerk in my father’s store at the 
age of thirteen and had grown up in our home. Both of these 
sisters died quite young. Robert Morphis then married a 
cousin of ours who lived in our home and went to the public 
school in Wentworth. Her name was Neva Mobley. They 
were truly a part of the family at all times. 

In February 1887, Sister Cora was married to A. J. Wall, of 
Pine Hall in Stokes County. The next morning the bridal 
party set out for the bridegroom’s home, the couples travel- 
ing in two-horse buggies. It was a distance of only about 
twenty-five miles; but roads were rough and frozen, so we 
did not arrive at our distination till late afternoon. We had 
halted at the old Stephen Moore place, half-way between 
Wentworth and Madison, and eaten a hearty lunch, brought 
from home, consisting of many good things from the wedding 
supper the night before. 

It has been said that the negroes at Major Leonard Ander- 
son’s home—the real Pine Hall, a large estate, for which the 
post-office was named—had never known they were free. 
Anyway, those at the Wall home in the same neighborhood 
seemed to have some such idea too, for they were numerous 
and attentive when we arrived, and many had to be intro- 
duced as “Black Mammy Charlotte,” “Uncle Will,” the old 
“nuss” Mariah, his wife; and “Nat,” and so on. We spent a 
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pleasant evening getting acquainted with new in-laws and 
guests, enjoying good food, and conversing before huge fires, 
mostly of pine knots, that were so abundant in that section, 
and the next day returned home. 

The Walls were lumbermen on a rather large scale, and 
shipped their products by means of rafts poled down Dan 
River to Madison and to Leaksville, to be sold by dealers in 
these towns, or as direct orders. Fishing at their mill pond or 
shooting frogs or gigging fish was a favorite pastime for the 
young men in the summer evenings. I remember one supper 
on a later visit to this hospitable home, when there were six- 
teen frog-legs fried golden brown, together with many other 
delightful dishes for which this home was famed. 

We had been told on that wedding-trip that the ford at 
Hogan’s Creek near the Stephen Moore place was deep and 
treacherous, but all our party got over without mishap. A 
few years later, however, my father and I had a most exciting 
experience there, on a return visit to Pine Hall. It had rained 
during the time, and the creek was badly swollen. Not know- 
ing the ford, my father, seeing three men on the opposite 
side, gladly accepted their proffered help to get us across, one 
driving the buggy, another holding out a friendly pole to 
steady us in walking the foot-log, for there was no hand-rail. 
I must have missed my footing, for I was frightened. Sud- 
denly we were all three in a swirling mass of rocks and water, 
rapidly going down the swollen stream, getting our clothes 
torn to shreds. In a miraculous way we were rescued by 
these kindly men. After walking in these wet clothes up a 
steep hill, we were further befriended by a kind old lady, 
who dried our garments, supplied us with others, and in so 
doing aided us in finishing our journey home late that after- 
noon. But I have never been able since to walk a foot-log. - 

The next to marry were Brothers Bob and Tom, the former 
to Mattie Crafton of Wentworth, and the latter to Pearl 
Smith of Walhalla, South Carolina. Then the old home, 
once so full of people, held just my father, my mother, and 
me, until Sister Bettie and Brother Lawson Withers and 
their three children came to live with us. 
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Brother. Lawson was a wonderful sportsman. Going out 
with Dexter, the horse, and Rex, the old pointer dog, and 
his gun, he often returned in the late afternoon with a guano 
sack half-filled with birds, squirrels, and a wild turkey or 
two. And once there were thirty birds and five wild turkeys. 
My sister was expert in preparing these wild meats. We often 
feasted on a large platter of golden-brown partridges and 
cream gravy; or squirrel stewed with dumplings; or roast 
wild turkey surrounded by the smaller birds; and delicious 
soft brown biscuits. Or perhaps the bread was hot rolls made 
of home-made potato yeast, beautiful to look at, and more 
delightful to taste or smell. Or perhaps it was corn meal 
muffins golden brown. She was an artist with breads and 
cakes, as well as meats. 


Three Old Cronies 


In my first Wentworth sketches I mentioned two small 
boys that sold lemonade all day at Court-week time from 
two lemons. They were my sister’s boys, and together with the 
bird dog Rex were known as the “Three Old Cronies,” and 
often got into mischief. One day, after a fishing-trip they 
brought home in a sack some live bull-frogs which, when 
emptied out on the back porch, cried like human beings. 
They were also fond of tolling the neighbors’ ducks to a 
nearby pond with corn they “borrowed” from their father's 
store. If the corn gave out, the ducks turned back, much 
to the disgust of themselves and a boy chum accompanying 
them. Rex felt himself so much a member of the family he 
actually crawled beneath the covers in his master’s bed, 
where he was discovered, at bedtime one night. 

Their sister and her pet goats were familiar sights on the 
Wentworth streets. They often got into scrapes, also. At 
the age of four, being a youngster unabashed by any one, 
she began visiting the officials at the Court House. One 
day Mr. Snead, the Register of Deeds, found her sitting 
complacently in the middle of one of his big books on his 
desk and remonstrated a bit sharply with her. She indig- 
nantly replied: “Mr. Sneeze, if you look at me like that again, 
I'll back my years and swallow you whole!” Her grandpa, 
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who had never allowed his own little daughters on the 
streets without their mother’s permission, seeing her outside 
one day, told her to go home to her mother. She replied: 
“Grandpa, you're a honey, but the bees don’t know it!” 

It was about this time that my mother died, and my father 
then two years later married a widowed cousin, Mrs. Fannie 
Andrews of Hillsboro. And having a small gift of money 
from my own mother, I, at last, realized a desire to go to 
the school the great McIver had established at Greensboro, 
called the Normal and Industrial School for Girls. 

Living down on East Market Street with my mother's 
sister, doing my own light housekeeping, I for two years, 
by means of a hop, skip, and jump across the town with other 
ambitious day students, managed somehow to arrive, while 
the assembly bell was still ringing, be in our seats in the 
upstairs chapel in the present Administration Building, by 
the time attendance was taken, which happened every day 
of the week, often Saturdays included. We were rarely ever 
tardy. It seems a sort of dream-miracle, now. 

Not having sufficient funds to finish at the State Normal, 
I secured a public school the next year, and taught for the 
three years following. 


Teaching 


My first little school was at old Salem, two miles from 
Reidsville in a log cabin, just behind the Salem Methodist 
Church. The benches were made of split logs and had no 
backs. The room was heated by an immense open fireplace, 
and the writing-desk was a long polished board that extended 
across the back of the room, under the main window. The 
children’s classes ranged all the way from the first to the 
seventh grades. This school lasted four months. 

The next two years I spent teaching at Ruffin. This being 
my mother’s old home, I had many kinfolks and acquaint- 
ances. I lived in my Uncle John Johnston’s hospitable home 
most of the time, where I was treated as a daughter, and 
where some of the days of my girlhood were spent. The 
young people of the village were congenial, and we were 
always having a good time of some sort. 
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Although I never went on a fox chase or attended one of 
their tournaments, they frequently included me in their fine 
outdoor amusements, especially at Christmas times. There 
were many fine riders among the young men and some of 
the girls, also, in fox chases. 


Ruffin 


Ruffin, North Carolina, is a small village situated on the 
Southern Railway, nine miles north of Reidsville, the country 
surrounding it being a succession of green hills, with the 
Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia to the northwest. The 
view from the train or bus is one of peace and plenty a 
succession of small farms with orchards and crops with a 
background of native pine near the homes, and in wide 
stretches of country, where rich tobacco farms are cultivated. 

One mile south of the railway station, on the Lawsonville 
road and near Lick Fork Creek, stands the old Johnston 
homestead, where my mother was born. She owned it at 
one time but sold it to a nephew, Thomas W. Stokes, who 
has kept it in a very fine state of repair, even adding some 
rooms and porches. Thomas Stokes is now dead, but his 
family still live there. Across the road is the family burial 
ground where my grandparents Susan and Richard John- 
ston, and others, are buried. 

The old home, like many of its kind, was the scene of 
much hospitality in bygone days. Whenever my mother 
went on a visit there, word was passed to Ruffin, and many 
of the former schoolmates came to “sit till bedtime” and 
“crack jokes.” The hospitable side-board abounded with the 
necessary condiments for a “toddy” or “dram,” and all visi- 
tors were invited to help themselves. 

Grandmother in her corner knitting, her sons, daughters, 
and their friends forming a wide semicircle about a huge 
open fire-place, and merry talk and laughter is a picture from 
my childhood’s memory. 

When Bishop Oscar Fitzgerald came back from his adopted 
California home, or Judge Adolphus Fitzgerald, his brother, 
came from Nevada, his adopted home, there were many 
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meetings in their honor. They were greatly loved in their 
native town and state. Then, there was their brother “Wes,” 
the best loved of them all, who never left his old home town. 
The Wright brothers—John and William, the Rawleys—Rufe 
and Lindsay, “Fayte” Blackwell, the Hannahs, the Stokes 
boys, “Neighbor Dods,” across the creek “Honest Antny 
Benton” were a few of those friends of my mother’s old home 
that I recall. Occasionally there was a call from relatives at 
Lawsonville—the Motleys, or Aunt Mary Neal, my grand- 
mother’s sister, or from the elegant Cousin William Bethell, 
or the Kesees at Pelham. A girlhood friend, Cousin Nancy 
Motley, visited my mother regularly, as long as she lived. 
She became very deaf and used a trumpet, which was always 
a source of amusement to children. And Cousin Nancy 
humored them by blowing into it for them, or by telling 
them ghost stories, in which she seemed firmly to believe, 
about her old home at Lawsonville. Cousin Nancy kept up 
her visits to me long after my mother’s death. Now she is 
gone also. 

A quadrangle of negro cabins, with the stables on one 
side, and the kitchen on the other, were at the rear of Grand- 
ma’s home. A series of stepping-stones connected the house 
and kitchen. I seem to see Aunt ’Riah Mills toting in the 
stewed corn, or some other delectable dish, from that “fur 
piece”! Just for the sake of not smelling the cooked food. 

“Black Mammy’ Rachel continued to live in one of the 
cabins, long after “The Surrender.” Before her death she 
became blind; and my uncles had her brought to Wentworth, 
the cataracts removed, otherwise caring for the beloved old 
servant, who was refined and lady-like, and devoted to the 
family. She died soon after the operation. 

It was Uncle John Johnston who assumed the place of 
head of the house after my grandfather died, bringing his 
widowed sister, Bettie Stokes, from her little farm near Reids- 
ville where she and her three young sons were trying nobly 
to carry on their farm, but so unprotected, to live with them 
at the old home. 

My Aunt Bettie and her son Tom had some books of fic- 
tion, and it was in this way I first came into the land of “make 
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believe,” she and I sharing the same bed, each with a book, 
reading far into the night, and I crying myself to sleep over 
a glorified heroine. At our little school in Wentworth Miss 
Mattie Mebane, our teacher, told us stories in serial form as 
they came out in the Youth's Companion or the Christian 
Herald and the Christian Observer, of the Reformation, and 
other historical events children are fortunate to be informed 
of, making them realize they not only are alive but have a 
heritage, to be cherished and cultivated. 

My Cousin Richard Allen Stokes, affectionately called 
“Colonel,” carried himself like a soldier, and loved dogs and 
fine horses. He was always attended by a pack of hounds, 
and it was wonderful to see the amount of corn pone that 
had to be cooked for them. Often at daybreak the sound of 
his horn and the baying of hounds was the signal for Uncle 
John, who was also an enthusiast of the chase and maintained 
his own pack, together with other Ruffinites, to be off on a 
fox chase. They rarely returned without several brushes, 
or perhaps the live captives. Often there were ladies in the 
party. Out of courtesy to them the brushes were allowed 
to become sweeping plumes in the ladies’ riding-caps, upon 
their triumphal entry into the village. 

Uncle John built a modern home in a beautiful grove 
of elms and maples, with a serpentine driveway, at Ruffin 
about 1885, when he first married—to Miss Sara Belle Rus- 
sell of Caswell County. She lived only a few years but left 
one son, Russell. Then his two younger brothers, Pink and 
Jule, married two younger sisters of Sara Belle’s, Annie and 
Willie. 

The wedding of Aunt Willie and Uncle Julius was from 
this home. The procession formed at the house, and marched 
across the road to the Methodist Church, a barn-like structure 
that sat right at the railroad. Fortunately, no trains came by 
to drown the voice of the minister at the time. 

(As is the case in Wentworth, so it is at Ruffin. Fires have 
destroyed many of the old landmarks. Uncle John's home 
has long since been burned, and the trees also perished by 
the heat. The old church, later converted into a flour mill, 
has since been torn down also, and a new one has been built 
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in a quieter part of the village.) Uncle Julius then located at 
Yanceyville. 

Uncle Pinkney, who married Annie Russell, brought his 
bride to Wentworth, where they lived several years at a 
place adjoining our old home. It had formerly been the 
home of Colonel Andrew J. Boyd, one of the law firm of Boyd, 
Reid, Johnston and Johnston. Col. Boyd built a new home 
and located in Reidsville. 

Upon the death of Aunt Belle, Uncle John Johnston mar- 
ried Miss Cora Williamson, of Ruffin, from which union there 
were three children, Louise (Mrs. Robert Wray of Reids- 
ville, now deceased), Corinna (Mrs. Bert Bennett of Win- 
ston-Salem), and a son, John Anthony, of Reidsville. 

Uncle Pinkney and Aunt Annie moved to Reidsville. Their 
home was the present site of the Anne Penn Memorial Hos- 
pital. All three uncles are now dead. 

It was in Uncle John’s home that I became engaged to 
Jasper Craig of Reidsville. He was an ardent devotee of 
military tactics, and soon rose from rank to rank, till upon 
his death, sixteen years later, he had become colonel of the 
Third Regiment of the North Carolina National Guard and 
attended maneuvers each year, generally held at Morehead 
City. 

Mr. Craig and I were married June 22, 1898, in Went- 
worth, and came to live in Reidsville on Piedmont Street, 
my present home. Ahead lay a new life, in a new century. 
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General George Izard Visits the Sauratown 1815-1816 


The journal is a special form of historical manuscript. It 
has many characteristics of both a letter and a diary. Ordinarily, 
journals were records of trips and because, until recently, long 
journeys meant days or weeks spent under difficult physical circum- 
stances and maintenance of a journal was a way of passing time and 
entertaining friends and family at the end of the ordeal. [In our 
day home movies or slides may provide much the same function. A 
journal could be chatty and full of detail. Since a personal jour- 
nal was often shared at the conclusion of the trip in the sanctuary 
of the family circle, it might be candid and sarcastic, especially 
if it was intended to be entertaining to intimate friends. 


Because of these characteristics, a journal could be revealing 
in details found nowhere else in the preserved record. There were 
two notable journal writers of the eighteenth century from whom we 
have a substantial proportion of what we know of the natural and 
historical background of the Dan River area included in Rockingham 
County. William Byrd II's journals of the Dividing Line (1728) 
Bucei@setrapetostne Land of Eden (1733), and J. F. D. Smythe’s 
journal of his southern tour (1784)* are of inestimable value for 
research in that period. It is unfortunate, however, that after 
generations have passed, we often read a journal, never intended 
for publication, and take exception to what we perceive as insults. 
For example, North Carolina writers, especially newspaper reporters, 
have carried on a running conflict with "that Virginian", William 
Byrd, because of the impressions he recorded of early North Caro- 
linians. A realistic understanding of the period makes evident 
the accuracy of Byrd's comments in the context of the times. That 
is, therefore, one of the standard qualifications to be understood 
about journals. They are difficult to transpose objectively from 
the moment of their writing to some future time when they are read, 
especially if they are taken literally by the reader. Our limited 
understanding of our past leads us to enoble and create heroes out 
of our forebears who were as human and as frail as are we. These 
comments are by way of warning. The journal of General George 
Izard (iz ard) is filled with veritable gems of historical detail 
about Rockingham County, but some of his caustic and pompous com— 
ments may raise the ire of local residents. 


KKEKKKEKKKKKKKKEKEKEKKEE 


George Izard was born October 21, 1776 at Richmond just above 
London on the Thames. His father was Ralph Izard of Charleston, 
South Carolina and his mother, Alice deLancey, was the niece of 
Lieutenant Governor James deLancey of New York.” At the time of 
his birth his parents were living in England where his father was 
a close friend of Edmund Burke. As war with the colonies developed, 
Ralph Izard went to Paris where he received his appointment from the 
Continental Congress as commissioner to the Court of Tuscany. He 


George Tucker, husband of Mary Byrd Farley; an heir to the Sauratown 
Plantation. 
Photo from Virginia Calvacade, Spring 1976 
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William Byrd’s original survey of the Land of Eden grant (later Sauratown 
Plantation). 


returned to South Carolina in 1779 and pledged his large estate for 
the payment of warships to be used by the colonies.* George Izard 
and his mother remained in England during the war and returned to 
South Carolina in 1783. Young George was schooled in Charleston 
and Philadelphia. At an early age he was sent back to England for 
further schooling then on to a military education in Germany and 
France where he attended the "Ecole du Genie" at Metz. On June 2, 
1794, at the age of eighteen, he received a lieutenant's commission 
in the United States Army. He resigned that commission June l, 
1803, and five days later married Elizabeth Carter Farley Shippen.* 


The new Mrs. Izard was the daughter of James Parke Farley and 
great granddaughter of William Byrd II. She was a year older than 
her husband and had been twice widowed. Her first marriage had 
been to a young Virginia lawyer, John Bannister, by whom she had 
a son, John. Her second marriage was to Thomas Lee Shippen of 
Philadelphia. Shippen's father was Dr. William Shippen, Director 
General of the Continental Hospitals in the late war and his mother 
was Alice Lee, daughter of Governor Thomas Lee of Virginia. As Mrs. 
Shippen, Elizabeth had lived in Bucks County, Pennsylvania at 
"Farley Vale" and had borne two more sons, Thomas Lee and William, 
before her husband died in 1798.° 


After their marriage, George and Elizabeth Carter Izard lived 
in Philadelphia and Charleston, members of the elite of post- 
colonial society. At the outbreak of the War of 1812, Izard re- 
ceived an appointment as colonel of the Second Artillery and a 
year later he was promoted to brigadier general, serving under the 
command of Major General Wade Hampton in the Niagara Campaign. 
With the failure of that campaign under the joint direction of 
Hampton, General James Wilkinson, and Secretary of War Armstrong, 
Izard was promoted to major general and given sole command of the 
operation. Izard appears to have been a very cautious general and 
eventually his failure to press the campaign cost him the support 
of the government. After another year of inconclusive battles on 
the northern front, accusations were made against him and he re- 
signed December 18, 1814, continuing in service, however, ihgueaiil 
he received his honorable discharge June 15, 1815. Several months 
after his return to private life and his family in Philadelphia he 
began his journal. 


Elizabeth Izard, as one of four daughters of the late James 
Parke Farley, had received a one-eighth share of the division of 
the 26,000 acres purchased originally by William Byrd II after his 
1728 Dividing Line Survey. The final division had come in hevse. 
‘Elizabeth had received lots numbered seventeen, eleven and one as 
joint heir with her two sons. Another one-eighth share had gone 
to her sister, Mary Byrd Farley, who was married to George Tucker 
of Williamsburg. In 17997 this sister had died, but on her death- 
bed, she had determined that her share in the estate of her father 
should go to her husband. If she died in possession of the share 
of the moiety,® it was supposed to revert to her three surviving 
sisters. In order to deed what was considered her dower interest 
in the land in North Carolina, it was necessary that she come from 
Williamsburg to Rockingham County where she would have had to be 
examined by a jury of the court as to her free will in making the 
transfer. She was obviously too sick to make the journey. In an 
attempt to establish a defensible title, Mary Farley Tucker deeded 
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Division of Sauratown Plantation, 1799. 
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her interest in the estate to the noted jurist St. George Tucker, 

a kinsman of her husband, and he in turn deeded the share to George 
Tucker.® Her willingness in making this deed was attested to her 
home by Robert Greenhow, an Alderman, and Robert Andrews, Recorder 
of Court at Williamsburg, and witnessed by her sister who was then 
the widow, Elizabeth Carter Shippen, a resident in Mary's Williams- 
burg home. This transfer was an attempt to formalize in law a 
purpose that circumstances prevented legalizing in fact. 


Subsequently, when Elizabeth became the wife of George Izard, 
her new husband recognized the weakness in the title to George 
Tucker. The other two Farley sisters had settled with their 
brother-in-law, Tucker, by confirming his title to the North Car- 
olina land while he revoked any claim to Farley land in Antigua. 
The Izards contested his title,?® although Mrs. Izard herself had 
witnessed the entire transaction. The Izards claimed that the deed 
transaction of Mary Farley Tucker was "not made according to the 
necessary & wholesome provisions & directions of the Law", and 
that it was therefore, "altogether informal, void and of no ef- 
fect."** The pivotal word in the Izard position was “informal”. 
They could not, in good conscience, claim any fraud or doubt of 
the certain intent of Mary Farley Tucker to vest all her property 
to her husband. To do so would have required the establishment of 
proof that George Tucker coerced his dying wife, within the presence 
of her sister, and contrived a swindle with one of the outstanding 
lawyers of North America, St. George Tucker, in order to acquire 
his wife's inheritance. With biting logic George Tucker in his 
deposition pointed out that at the same time and under the same 
circumstances his late wife had deeded him her lands in Virginia 
and that action had "never been, to his knowledge, called in 
question."!2 As Tucker put it, he demanded settlement confirming 
his title "if not as an actual conveyance at law, at least as an 
agreement in Equity."!3 


The Court of Equity for Rockingham County originally ratified 
and confirmed the shares alloted to George Tucker by the 1803 divi- 
sion to "be held by Him in severalty."!4 This would have made Tucker 
the total victor in the case. However, the Izards appealed and by 
the Act of the General Assembly in 1814 the decree was reversed 
and a ruling was made awarding to the Izards a third share of each 
section allotted to Tucker.’5 The purpose of George Izard's trip 
to North Carolina was to see this division completed by survey and 
to take possession of the award. 


Izard left Philadelphia November 12, 1815, at a little before 
noon. He was accompanied by a male servant (almost certainly a 
slave) named Shirley. Most of the trip Izard rode in the sulky, 

a two-wheeled carriage, drawn by Placid, and Shirley rode on Jack 
Sorrel. They went by way of York, Pennsylvania along the Turnpike 
which they found "very bad." Then they proceeded to Frederickstown 
and Harper's Ferry where they crossed the Potomac and enjoyed "fine 
scenery." At first Izard was not accorded much notice at the tavern 
in Harper's Ferry until Shirley rode in an hour or so later. Then 
Izard "was amused though annoyed after the Arrival of Shirley-The 
Genl had a separate Room and Spermaceti Candles-the plain Traveller 
was hail fellow, etc." Next they came to Winchester, then crossed 
the Shenandoah at Berry's Ferry and on the Salem in Fauquier County. 


They passed through the little village of Fayetteville, over the 
Rappahannock by the bridge at Norman's Ford, and six miles further 
they came to Mr. Champe Carter's. 


William Champe Carter was the husband of Maria Farley, another 
of the four daughters of James Parke Farley and sister of Mrs. Izard 
On his arrival Izard found, in addition to the Carters, two Miss Byrds 
who were cousins of his wife, Miss Boswell and Miss Elain Carter. The 
male vistors were Mr. Beckeley, who owned the adjoining estate called 
"Elkwood," Brett Randolph, Jr., Landon Carter, Jr. and John Brown 
Cutting,’® whose presence created some embarrassment for the family. 
Izard found him "a Fellow of uncommon cleverness as well as invin- 
cible Impudence-as amusing as ever, though he must be considerably 
more than 60 years old - I contented myself with taking no manner 
OLeNOtrce o£ him." 


Izard also entertained himself with his judgment of the place 
and the people: 


"The Manner of living in this Part of the world is indolent 
in the Extreme - they doze out Life - they appear content however 
- there is certainly a gentility in their Manners and Appearance, 
and an Absence of Affectation especially among the Females, which 
advantageously distinguished them from their Countrywomen of the 
north. 


"Mr C's Establishment is not at all splendid, but extremely 
comfortable - no Hurry in their domestic Arrangements, but all 
abundant, and good, and neat - The House badly planned - the Ex- 
terior showy for this Part of the World, but the Interior disappoints 


Expectation - No Garden - The Quarter (by which is meant the assem- | 
blage of the laboring Negroes' cabins) is at a Distance and out of | 
Sight of the Mansion - This may have its Advantages, but does not | 

| 


comport with my Ideas of the Relation between Master and Slave. 

On the whole I leave this Place with less Dislike of a Virginia 

Country Gentleman's Existence than I have hitherto entertained | 
from former Observation and the report of others. Mr Carter's 

however is, I suspect, less marked with the Peculiarities which 

have been the Theme of Animadversion that the great Majority of 

those of his Countrymen." 


After three days with the Carters, the party moved on, stop- 
ping at Louisa Court House, Cumberland Court House, and Halifax 
Court House. Here Shirley was suffering from a swelling in the 
groin and they consulted a stuttering Dr. Craddock who lawel’ sokene 
have any "Ml Ointment" prepared but said that Dr. Nelson*’ near 
Saura Town would have "all that is necessary and good Advice." 

The Saura Town was the name given to the Farley tract along the 
Dan. Byrd had orginally called it the Land of Eden but he had 
found, on the south side of the river and the west side of Town 
Creek, the remains of a village of the Saura Indians.’1* Once Euro- 
peans began to arrive, this location, referred to as Lower Saura- 
town, became a settlement. It is often difficult to distinguish, 
in early references to the Saura Town, whether the reference 1S 

to the settlement or the Farley tract in general. By 1820 the 
settlement had begun to disappear and the Sauratown tract was 
fragmenting. 


On his arrival at Halifax Court House, Izard found that George 
Tucker, the counter-claimant to some of the Sauratown tract, had 
left the same Tavern that morning on his way to Richmond. The diary 
is picked up on Friday, December 1, 1815, as Izard continued his 
journey. 


"Braid. Ist Decr —- Leave Hlalifax] ¢€: H. at 10, after Breakfast 
- perceive Placid had lost a Shoe - have it put on at Medley's, 8 
miles - arrive at Wilkinson's at % past 3 -:30 m. from Toote’s. 


"Sat. 2d Leave W's. at 9 - to Bachelor's Hall,” L6J Mi COMbeters 
Terry's, — Oneal te 2 wOn CLOCK shel On Cm Olt. 


"The old Man makes his Appearence in about 2 Hours, having 
left his fellow Hunters that he might hasten home on foot - his 
son Jas T. arrives an Hour later with a fine Buck -- The Old Woman 
is at a House in the neighborhood, helping a child into the World. 


"Sund. 3d Family all at Home - and 


"Mond. 4th Some little necessary alterations are effected in 
my room, if it may be so called, in order that I may exclude the 
Wind and the Dogs -- so superfluous Precaution, as I shall probably 
make this Hut my Habitation for several Weeks.?”? 


"Jany 2d I have past a Month at the Saura Town, and on look- 
ing back upon the Time I have been here find little or nothing 
worthy of remark. I have visited every Part of the three Lots we 
own’? -- have conversed respecting their value with those I supposed 
acquainted with the Subject - and believe the Price I have estimated 
the Land at not more than it ought to command - Mr Nathl Henry °* and 
Mr George Hairston were the first Persons who appeared as desirous 
to purchase. To their Enquiries I answered that $12. pr acre was the 
least that I would sell for - Mr Hairston in a Visit he made about 
the 18th of Decr - accompanied me and old Terry to the Wolf Island 


asacits = (Ojai our Return he offered me $10 pr acre for that or the 
Cascade Tract,’*° (at the same Time saying if the Payments could be 
made Convenient,); this I refused without further Discussion - but, 


at his request, promised to give him the refusal at that Price. 
They all seem to think I overrate the Land. On the 14th Decr I 
sent Jas Terry, (P.T.'s. Son) to Salisbury with a letter to Mr 
Archibald Henderson,” my Lawyer there, to obtain from him the 
Papers etc necessary to establish me in Possession of the Land 
which the Superior Court in Salisbury had decided to be ours; one 
third of Mr George Tucker's Lot.”* He returned with a note from 
Mr H. stating his having met with an Accident, and promising to 
send the Papers by the next Mail to Rockingham Court House. . 

It was silly of Jas Terry to come without the Papers, and not 
correct in Mr H. to let him do so. - No Letters came by the next 
Mail, or rather no mail came to R[ockingham] C. H. I waited one 
week and sent again - The regular Day is Monday; the Mail is ex- 
pected once a week on that Day - On the lst Jany 1816 - Jas Terry 
went thither, & returned with 3 letters from Philada but none from 
Salisbury. 


S20 Janet set out in the Afternoon, accompanied by Jas T. 
to Spill Coleman's, Smith's River - Shirley recovered and in the 


Sulky - slept there - Coleman gone to Fayette[ville] or Raleigh 
with his Wagon. 


"3d to Major Peter Hairston's*’ - 23 miles - this old man lost 
his Wife some Months ago - has a very large Estate about here - 
Upper Saura Town, Stokes Co*” - a great many Mulattoes about the 
House - plain man, but very intelligent - he spoke of his Wish to 
purchase Part of my Estate - I told him I should return by lst of 
March, and wished he wd buy the whole. 


"4th By Salem, 25m. Haguy's Tavern®? 9 m. where we slept. 


"Sth To Salisbury 25 m. - at Mrs Yarborough's brd House - 

See Mr Giles, County Clerk, (Mr Henderson being gone to Raleigh) 
give him a fee of $20. and engage him to attend to the Business 

of Mr Tucker's Suit®* - Leave a Note with him for Mr H - Dismiss 

Jas Terry home with a Note to Majr Campbell*?® P. M. at Rock[ingha]m 
C. H. requesting him to forwd Letters until lst of Feby to Charlestn 
and one to his Father, acquainting him with my having engaged Mr 
Giles." 


George Izard's travels took him next on a visit to his family 
at their estates in and around Charleston, South Carolina. Several 
events are interesting and revealing concerning Izard's character. 
On the 21st of January he went with his brother, Ralph, to St. 
Phillip's Church in Charleston. He noted, "the revd Gadsden reads 
Prayers, revd Mr Frost preaches - both young men - both affected - 
both awkward. The Pronunciation of the latter vulgarly Carolinian - 
his R's are all left out - a paltry Sermon - This youth is Son of 
my Old Acquaintence Dr. Frost - To see these puny Boys. in the Pulpit 
and reading Desk of this venerable Fabrick, associated with every 
serious recollection of my early Youth, appears to me like 
Prophanation - I will go there no more -." 


On the 22nd, accompanied by brother Ralph, he went "to visit 
some of our Friends who are at their Plantations southward of this 
Place - The first Day we got to the Ra[lph] Stead Izard's at 
Vaucluse, Ashley River - he was from Home dining in the Neighbor- 
hood at Drayton Haye the Seat of Dr Drayton, where we found him 
and dined ourselves, Ralph presenting me to the old gentleman, whom 
I had barely known by Sight many years ago -." 


One experience reminded him of the fragile thread of life. 

On February 12th he accepted an invitation from his cousin, Ralph 
Stead Izard,*’ to visit his plantation. The next day they went on 
‘a deer hunt and "See one which I have a glorious snap at." On the 
14th Ralph was indisposed "and Keeps his Bed," and George went on 
to William Stephen Bull's home, "Ashley Hall", where they "pass the 
Day in shooting Snipes - Kill only 9 between us-." In the evening 
he returned to Charleston. On Monday the 16th the family received 
word that "Ralph Izard has been delirious for 48 Hours, and expires 
this Evening at ¥% past 8 o'clock." His cousin was 34. 


On his return trip he stopped at Anderson's, near Lancaster 
Court House, for the night. "Before it grows dark I walk down to 
a little Stream, called 12 Mile Creek, where I was detained by a 
Fresh 11 years ago, and look for Mrs. Elizabeth Carter LZand ss 


Cypher which I then cut on a Beach Tree. The Tree has disappeared. 
I cut an E on a young Beach, about 100 yards from the Ford, on the 
left of the Road, and about the same Distance from the latter." 


He got back to Salisbury on the 29th of February and we pick 
up the journal. 


"To Salisbury, 25 m. Make acquaintance with a Genl Stokes, a 
venerable and sensible old man, 'borque,' of Wilkes County? ® - Mr 
Henderson, to whom I announce myself by a note, calls on me - we 
discuss the S[aura] Town Business - I am to call on him tomorrow 
Morning. 


"March Ist - At 9 o'c. I go to Mr Henderson's Office - get 
written Instructions from him and another Copy of the Decree in 
Equity - Fair Promises - See Mr Giles on my return to the Inn - 

Mr H. had advised him to wait for my Arrival before he did any 
Thing in my Business - expresses regret that he had yet done me 

no Service - Keeps his Fee however, but will be happy &c. I leave 
Sala sbuxsy nate Ol Cems COmMAgUY. S25 aM malemsmioc S tao). 


"2d Breakfast at Salem, 9 m. Boner's - Mr Charles Bagge® ° of 
Swedish) Origin, (aJes his Family) 2d pirector, of ther Gis seeschoot 
here, sits with me and is communicative. The Bishop of this Moravian 
Establishment is Mr Jacob Van Fleck, from Pennsa lst Director of the 
Academy - Mr Abraham Steiner. 


"An old man, Mr Waggoner, °° whom I supped with last night at 
Haguy's, guides me from Salem as far as his House, 15 m - He knew 
Genl Wade Hampton, when a Boy - the latter 4 or 5 years younger than 
himself, who is now 67 - Hampton's Father and Family lived till 1775 
in this Neighborhood, near Germantown - Wade worked as a lad in 
Waggoner's Father's Mill - Old Anthony H[ampton] his Wife and 
Preston H[ampton] his eldest Son removed from hence to the upper 
Part of So Carolina at the Commencement of the revolutionary Troubles, 
and were all three massacred by the Cherokee Indians a few months 
after their having settled there - Several of the Family and name 
yet live in this Part of the Country, poor and nothing distinguished 
about them. I arrive at Major Peter Hairston's 25 m. from Salem, 
early in the afternoon - hospitably greeted - Find a Mr Thatcher 


here - he is a native of Massachusetts - was several years a Mer- 
chant of Charleston - his Health bad, and obliged to remove from 
thence - travels during the Winter Months in the Southern States, 


and passes his Summers in the North - Seems a modest decent Person 
- The Major announces to me that his Daughter, Widow Wilson, has 
to his great Surprise, since I was here, wedded his nephew Mr Robt 


Hairston** - of course vastly interesting to me. The mulatto girls 
are as numerous and open bosomed as heretofore - Odd arrangement 
enough-. In the Garden a clumsey soapstone Edifice in the Shape of a 


coffin covers the remains of Mrs Hairston who died some months 
ago. Tears twinkled in the old man's Eyes when he asked if I 
had seen it.*? 


"Sunday, 3d Mch - I met today on the Road a Wagon, from which 
a Voice feminine pronounces my name - it was Lucy Perkins, late 
Terry, accompanying home her bewitched, or poisoned or hypocon- 
driac Spouse. A woman in his neighborhood on his slighting her 
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advances and taking to his Widow's Couch his present Bride, swore 
Vengence - not Contented with various attempts to burn his House, 
in one of which she succeeded by the ministry of a female Slave, 
she cast a Spell on him, since which Time he languishes a miserable 
Being. The Physicians failing to relieve him, a Conjurer has under- 
taken his Case - but, alas, in vain - Nothing can be more contemp- 
tibly laughable than the serious account of the Wizzard's Prescrip- 
tion and Proceeding. I did hope that no such Ignorance had found 
footing in our Country - but to my Wonder, this nonsense finds 
Credit even among some otherwise sensible People here - of these 
old Peter Terry and his wife. They say Perkins himself is a very 
shrewd fellow - his feeble Voice enquired how I did through the 
Wagon Tilt - and my Horse being impatient I could only respond, 
howd'ye, and pursued my way. 


"At Smith's river, 23 m. I found the old Terrys, and having 
made my Present of Ear-rings to little Minerva Coleman, I went 
on with them to their homely Mansion. 7m. 


"4th Mch. My first Business is to get my Baggage dried and 
to summon the Commrs - the latter is done by Wm Coleman, whom his 
Father promised me yesterday to send to Capt. Matlock**® the sheriff 
this morning. 


"Sth Wm Coleman comes here early in the afternoon - he brings 
word that the sheriff will be here on Thursday 7th Inst. 


"7th Capt M. (Sheriff) here - he engages to summon the other 
Commrs and to have them here on Monday, 11th, when he must himself 
attend to sell some Sheep of Wyatt King's,‘** seized for rent due to 
me. - This K. is nephew of P. Terry, and a notorious Rogue. 


"A Mr Irvine,*® from the Neighborhood of Lynchburg, (formerly 
a Subaltern in the 10th Regt and who was with it during the two 
last Campaigns of the War) visits the Land, some of which he wants 
to buy - his Father is said to be a rich man - the youth 1S went le 
ligent - appears allarmed to my Prices however. 


"A Mr Estes,*® also of Lynchburg, makes verious Proposals, 
but does not come up to my Mark, though he comes nearer than any 
Body has yet done - I suspect he is merely feeling my Pulse as 
Agent for some other Person - He goes off apparently disappointed. 


"Mond, llth Capt. Matlock, Genl Phillips,*’ County Surveyor 
-and Esquire John Watt,4® (a facetious Irishman from Londonderry, 
settled in this Country for many years) three of the Commissioners 
arrive this Afternoon. 


"12th Majr Jas Campbell (a Scotchman from Edinburgh) BOSt~ es 
Master, another Commissioner joins the Party - Mr Nathl Scales, 
5th Commr is Tax-collector, and cannot attend - The Fou above 
named, attended by Jas Terry and Wm Buckingham,®°® P.T.'s son-in-law, 
as Chain carriers, and a youth named Mr Pea aS axeman, commence the 
Survey of Mr Tucker's Lot - At Night they come home to P. Terry's, 
accompanied by a Squire Lenox,®* resident at Leaksville, aejolLly 
old Batchelor from Dumfriesshire in Scotland, - Spil Coleman, Mr 
Rob. Brodnax®? - and some others. 


"13th I join the Commrs while they finish their Survey this 
Forenoon - They go in the Afternoon to divide the barren Lot, South 
of the river - I stay at Home. 


"14th They come back last night, and made a Valuation of the 
Land which is divided into 3 lots - This Morning the Tickets and 
names are placed in dirrerent Hats on small rolls of Paper and 
drawn by Nero, a black Boy of 7 or 8 years old, belongs to P.T. - 
No \3;,- qood' Lot and No 1, barren lot fall inte my) Share;— it is to 
receive $2241. from No 1. of Mr T's (which is the River Lot) - 
No 1 is ‘va¥ued at ($15 ‘pr Acre = No 2 at S10. and No 37 atiss.*4 


"Genl Phillips remains to run the line on the North of the 
Cascade Tract, adjoining Mrs Hairston's®® (late Wilson, married a 
few weeks ago to her Cousin, Robt H. She is Daughter of Majr Peter 
H.) we are joined by those two Gentlemen - The Line is found to be 
a few Yards north of their Fence, crosses the road about 50 yds 
north of the old Stump generally thought a Mark, and takes in 
some to the Fence of my adjoining Neighbor due North of P.T.'s 
House®® - The other Commissioners went home this Forenoon - Genl 
P. having won a Glass of Toddy to be paid when we next meet (on 
the Oronee's flowing into the Ocean and not the Bay of Mexico as 
PF thought)*”"\ and recd $2. for-his Trouble-in running the (Uine; this 
morning, takes Leave - I receive a Note from Majr P. Hairston re- 
questing to know my lowest Price - I answer $12 pr acre for the 
whole land, good bad and indifferent. 


"15th March. Mr Tucker was here yesterday - he made his 
Appearance as we were alighting after the Survey - he seemed em- 
barrassed - I left him to discuss the Survey of his land with Genl 
P. and sat in my Room, where he soon joined me - cool enough - but 
he has not as he said he would put in writing the Proposal of sell- 
ing the Land jointly - he intends to appeal, &c. &c. &c. Invites me to 
dine, which I decline. 


"Yesterday I set Shirley and Davy to digging the Heap of 
Stones wh[ich] I take for an Indian Grave on Mount George®® - 
Spill Coleman, Robt Broadnax and Tommy Buckingham®? are present - 
dig till Sunset - finding nothing but stones evidently not in 
their natural Position. Today Majr Peter H. Calls on his way 
home - offers $30 per acre for the low grounds - I refuse. Col. 
George Hairston, the old Man's Brother, comes while we are at 
Dinner with his son Robt - they wish to ride over the Land. P.T. 
accompanies them, and I pass the aftn with the same Diggers at my 
Indn Grave - Nothing yet - Am invited to dine at the Hairstons' 
tomorrow - I accept. 


"16th March. Peter Terry goes to Caswell Co to endeavor to 
get a Judgement against H. Baldwin a refractory Tenant, who be- 
cause he was not allowed to renew his lease of one of the Tenements 
at Wolf Island, refuses to pay two years' rents wh he owes - In any 
Hands but those of my silly old Steward this Business would soon be 
terminated - but he is so very wrong-handed and stupid that I shall 
not be surprised at his Failure. 


"I dine at 2 o'clock at Ro Hairston's - Mrs H. a yellow good 
natured looking woman about 30 yrs old - Col. H. and his wife, who 
on her Entrance put me in mind of Meg Merriless®® - one, two, three 
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other ugly coarse old Beldams - one every Day looking young woman 

—- and one tall, large chested Wench with a black Mane and Tail and 
a set of the whitest and prettiest Teeth I ever saw - these she 
failed not to display by constant Smiles of the open-mouthed 


Order®? - Old H. a devilish shrewd old Fellow - was a Tower of 
Duty at Norfolk at the close of the War - has just discovered a 
lead Mine on his Estate in Henry Co Virga - said to be very rich 


- Immediately after Dinner, old and young guests mounted their 
Horses and set out for their Home in Virginia - Soon after which 
I took my leave in spite of the solicitations or Mrs H., who is 
much less of a Bear than her Husband or his Father. 


"Sunday. Yesterday I wrote to Mr Henderson respecting the 
Affairs here - and then walked to see my Grave-diggers - Nothing 
yet - I directed them to dig till one o'clock when if they found 
nothing they should leave off and repent - This was accordingly 
done - and I am to conjecture that it was an Alter since it is 
NOtGeds GLaAVel. 


"Pp, Terry returns today - as I supposed, nothing done with 
Baldwin - He has however brought $140. from Mrs Williams. 


"In the Evening a very unpleasant Conference with this old 
man - he repugns at making a Conditional Sale of his Property to 
be recorded in Court, as Mr Henderson advised - I go over the 
Accts with him and his Son Jas Terry - and at last consent to 
take his promissory Note witnessed by his Son for the Balance due 
me, upward of $2000. payable at Nine Months. 


"Monday, 18th P.T. rides to Pittsylvania C.H. to settle 


Mrs Williams Business - is to meet me tomorrow afternoon at Mrs 
Fountain's where I shall put up on my way to Halifax C.H. Jas. 
Terry goes to Rockm P. Office - takes a letter for Mrs I[zard] 


and one for Mr Henderson - With the aid of Liddy I sew Snaps on 
the back Curtain of my Sulky, mend my Whip, flint and load my 
Pistols and make arrangements for my Departure Tomorrow -. 


"Mr Billy Buckingham, who was to have done the late Job at 
the Sulky several Days ago presented himself with his Apron and 
Tools just as it was finished - and looked foolish - That fellow 
has always looked to me like an irrecoverable Scoundrel. - 


"Jas T. returns this Evening at % past 7 o'clock from Rm C.H. 
without letters or Papers - When a certain Person reads these 
Memoranda, she will blush at some recollections - It has been 
hailing since before noon - The Country looks Wintery as in the 
Depth of Winter. I did hope for news from Home tonight. 


"Tuesday, 19th march. I leave Cascade at 11 o'clock. A mile 
beyond Bachelor's Hall I meet old Terry coming homeward - he : 
thought from the badness of the Weather that I would give up my 
Intention of setting out today - He has settled the Business with 


Mrs Williams, and offers me what he has received ($28), wh I desire. 


him to lay by and account for on my return - I then direct him as 
follows - 1. To go in the course of the next week with two or more 
respectable Inhabitants of his Neighborhood, and to demand Posses- 
ion of the Land allotted to me by the Commissioners in the late 

Division of Mr Tucker's Lots - if refused to record the Witnesses 


- if given, to allow the present Tenants to remain on the same 
Terms as Macdaniel has his Farm on Shares. 2d to let young Watson, 
(near the mineral Springs), have 15 or 20 acres also on Shares. 

3d to request Majr Campbell, P.M. at Rfockingham] C.H., to forward 
all Letters to Philada - The Meeting which renders unnecessary my 
going to Mrs Fountain's. I therefore resume my accustomed Road 

to Wilkinson's, where after losing my Way at Sandy river I arrive 
an Hour and a half after dark." 


George Izard followed the same course north that he had 
travelled a few months earlier. On the 25th of March he again 
stopped with William Champe Carter and his wife and he persuaded 
the latter to give him a letter to Elizabeth Izard, her sister. 
Another letter exchange was more interesting and indicates the 
interlacing blood tie among the aristocratic class which could 
transcend legal battle. Izard carried a letter for Mrs. Charles 
Carter, neighbor and kinswoman of William Champe Carter, from her 
daughter, Maria Ball Carter Tucker, the second wife of his adver- 
sary, George Tucker. 


Izard got back to Philadelphia on April 3rd, where he happily 
found his wife and three sons. His diary became entertainment for 
his wife during the next several days. 


Within the next year he dismissed his old overseer, Peter 
Terry, and replaced him with Obadiah Reynolds, who by 1817 had 
taken up the Terry residence on Cascade Creek.®? It was there, 
with the Reynolds family that Izard stayed again in the Winter 
on 1816-1817. This time the commissioners were attempting to 
assign a value to the amount of compensation Tucker should give 
Izard for the third share of the crops of the Tucker portion of 
the Sauratown since 1799 when Tucker had first gained title.®3 
Tucker for his part had long felt that instead of owing, he was 
owed, and some years before he had filed his bill of complaint 
in the Superior Court of Chancery in Richmond. This complaint 
had arisen out of testimony in two civil actions instituted in 
the Circuit Court of the United States at Richmond by Dinwiddie 
Crawford & Company against the Farley Estate, the Sauratown, and 
that in Virginia and Antigua. It had shown Elizabeth Izard to 
have been indebted to Tucker upwards of four thousand dollars.®4 
The District Court at Salisbury eventually held that Tucker should 
pay Izard $3,712 in back rents and interest.®°® In the end Tucker 
asked for and received a general settlement covering both claims 
on virtually an offsetting basis. 


George Tucker in 1819 began serving the first of three terms 
in the United States Congress. In 1825 Jefferson appointed him 
the first professor of moral philosophy at the University of 
Virginia. He was a writer of some ability producing numerous 
books on economics and history and two novels, The Valley of the 
Shenandoah and A Century Hence or, A Romance of 1941. 


George Izard in his retirement lived in Philadelphia and 
was active in politics hoping for an appointment to an embassy. 
Instead, on March 4, 1825, he was appointed governor of the 
territory of Arkansas. His tenure was termed unspectacular. 
Plagued by political factions which split the territory, he 
attempted to remain aloof from the battles, winning himself few 
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friends and little influence. These same traits appear in this 
brief journal and made him ill suited for rough frontier politics. 
He died in office, Novebmer 22, 1828.°7 Elizabeth Carter Izard had 
died the previous year. Their three sons, Ralph, George, and James 
Farley Izard all died without issue. 


George Izard had appeared very firm in his pricing of his 
wife's Sauratown acres in 1816. Consequently, he had only one 
sale and that was to Robert Hairston in 1818 of the 170 acres of 
Lot #1 north of the Dan where it loops back into North Carolina. 
The price was $15 per acre.®* He did not succeed in making 
another sale until 1823 when he sold the balance of Lot #1, the 
Wolf Island Creek parcel, to Charles Bruce of Halifax County, 
Virginia®® for eighty shares of Virginia Bank stock and one 
dollar. The next year Elizabeth Carter Izard was deeded lots 4, 
6 and part of 8 of the Sauratown by her English cousin, John Simon 
Parieys oa total of 1,220 acres.’° ‘In 1825 the EFzards succeeded in 
selling lot #17, the Cascade Tract, to Robert Wilson of Pittsylvania 
County for $5.82 per acre.’1 George and Elizabeth Izard died with- 
out selling any more of their Sauratown acres. Their sons, and 
eventually their last surviving son's’? heir, Henry Toland of 
Philadelphia, sold the remaining tracts, most for only a dollar 
per acre.7? 


The Izard Journals were found in the files of the War Dapart- 
ment in the National Archives. They had been used at one time by 
Dr. G. E. Manigault in his work on the military career of General 
George Izard, but there is no indication of the manner in which the 
journals came to the archives file. The journals were edited by 
Harold W. Ryan and published in the South Carolina Historical 


Magazine, volume 53. 
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Ryan, Diary. 


>Bthel Armes, Nancy Shippen Her Journal Book, (New York, 
Benjamin Blom, 1968), pp. 314-315, hereafter cited Armes, 


Shippen Journal. 
6Rockingham County Deeds, Book B, p. 126. 


™George Tucker, The Valley of Shenandoah (Chapel Hill, Univer- 
sity Press, 1970 reprint), p. ix, hereafter cited Tucker, Shenandoah. 
May 25, 1799 was the date of Mary Byrd Farley's death. 


8Moiety in this case refers to an indefinite share of one of 
two equal parts - the two shares of the Farley brothers of Antigua. 


®March 27, 1799. Rockingham County Deeds, Book F, p. 74. 


1°Answer of George Tucker before James Campbell, Commissioner, 
Rockingham County, October 9, 1813. North Carolina State Archives. 
Found in the Estate Papers for Davidson County under the name Henry. 


1lanswer of George Izard and his wife, Elizabeth, sworn before 
Mathew Lawler, Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, September 4, 1805. 
North Carolina State Archives/Davidson County. 


12answer George Tucker, October 9, 1813. 
13December 8, 1817, Rockingham County Deeds, Book R, p. 103. 


14Decree in Henry & others vs George Izard et um & others, 
16th April 1815, North Carolina State Archives/Davidson County. 
In the course of the litigation, George Tucker married his second 
wife, Marie Ball Carter, seventeen-year-old grandniece of George 
Washington and daughter of Charles Carter. The wife of William 
Byrd III, Elizabeth Hill Carter, was Charles Carter's sister and 
thus aunt of Maria Ball Carter. 


1®Order of Sheriff, August Session 1814, Rockingham County. 
North Carolina State Archives, Court of Equity, Salisbury District. 
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16 Sohn Brown Cutting was a doctor from New York and served as 
apothecary to the American Army from 1777 to 1780. He was at 
Inner Temple, London, at the same time (1787) and was a friend 
of Thomas Lee Shippen, Elizabeth Izard's late second husband. 
Both had been befriended by Thomas Jefferson and had kept him 
informed on attitudes in England. This reference made by Izard 
indicates a deep dislike for Cutting which may have represented 
elements of family discord. Elizabeth's children by Thomas Lee 
Shippen were raised by their Shippen grandparents, not an un- 
heard of practice, but unusual. Dumas Malone, Jefferson and the 
Rights of Man (Little, Brown and Company, Boston, 1951), p. 145; 
also Armes, Shippen Journal, p. 238; also Louis C. Duncan, Medical 


Men in the American Revolution, (The Army Medical Bulletin Number 
25, Carlisle Barracks, 1931), p.: 390. 


*™pr. Nathaniel Nelson of Hanover County, Virginia, son of Col. 
Hugh and Judith Nelson, was married to Lucy Mann Page, daughter of 
Mann and Elizabeth Paige of Gloucester County, Virginia. Dr. Nelson 
was related to the Byrds through his mother. His wife is buried at 
Leaksville (Eden) at the Church of the Epiphany. George Atkins, 
"Church of the Epiphany, Eden (Leaksville), North Carolina", The 
Journal of Rockingham County History and Genealogy, I, p. 27; also 
History of North Carolina (Chicago, Lewis pubiishe ee LOLS) Vi, 


p. 294. 


18william Byrd II described this site, “we were surprised with 
an opening of large extent where the Sauro-Indians once lived, who 
had been a considerable nation ----. It must have been a great 
misfortune to them to be obliged to abandon so beautiful a dwelling, 
where the air is wholesome and the soil equal in fertility to any 


in the world." William Byrd, A Journey to the Land of Eden, 
September 27, 1733. 


19 Bachelor Hall was a 900 acre tract in Pittsylvania County 
owned at this time by Charles Gallaway & Co. See Pittsylvania 
County Land Book 1812, p. 19 "Charles Gallaway & Co. 900A/1.71A 
/639.97 valuation Tax $3.06 Batchelors Hall." State Archives, 
Richmond, Virginia. 


*°Deter Terry is found as early as 1767 as a tithable in Pittsyl- 
vania County, Virginia. He was one of the sons of Benjamin Terry 
whose will was dated 1760 in that county. See Maud Carter Clement, 
The History of Pittsylvania County, pp- 77, 278. In the Rockingham 
County Court Minutes, May 23, 1787, Terry was appointed Overseer of 
‘the road from "Smith's River to Dry Creek and from the Sorrow Town 
to said road," the road being the main Salem-Petersburg road cross- 
ing the Sauratown Tract. 


21 the site of this overseer's house may have been on a knoll 
above the Dan River which today is on the James Smith farm to the 
east and within sight of "Willow Oaks," currently the home of 
RL. omit. 


22at this time, in her own right, Elizabeth Carter Izard owned 
lot #1 (Wolf Island Tract), #11 (Smith River Tract) and #17 (Cascade 
Creek/Dan River Tract). 
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23nNathaniel West Henry was born April 7, 1790, the son of 
Patrick Henry and Dorothea Dandridge Henry. On June 3, 1799, 
Patrick Henry bought the Farley shares of Maria Farley Carter 
(Mrs. William Champe Carter) and Rebecca Parke Farley Corbin 
(Mrs. Richard Corbin). On June 6, 1799 Henry died and left 
these shares to his younger sons, Nathaniel West and Alexander 
Spotswood Henry. In the 1803 division, Nathaniel was allotted 
parcels #3, and #14. In 1814 Nathaniel sold #3 to Jesse Wilson. 
Lot #14 he broke into several parcels and between 1815 and 1820 
sold parts to George D. Winston, Anderson M. Waddell, Nathaniel 
Reives, Daniel Echols and M. C. Moreman. He had taught school 
at the Leaksville Academy but left town about 1820. He lived 
near Blackwell Post Office in Caswell County in the 1840's and 
died in Jacksonville, Floyd County, Virginia in 1851. See Patrick 
Henry Bible Record, Robert Douthat Meade, Patrick Henry Practical 
Revolutionary (Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott, 1969), p. 244; 
Leaksville News, North Carolina Centennial 1857-1957 (March 28, 
1957) by WT. .P. Kemp; Robert W. Carter, Jr. (ed.) Daniel ln. Fielde, 


"Leaksville of 'Ye Olden Times,'" The Journal of Rockingham County 
History and Genealogy, V, p. 6. 


** George Hairston was the son of Robert and Ruth Stovall Hairston 
and brother of Peter Hairston of Upper Sauratown whom Izard visited. 
George Hairston married Mrs. Elizabeth Perkins Letcher whose daughter, 
Bethenia Letcher, was the grandmother of General J. E. B. Stuart and 
Columbia L. Stuart, wife of Peter W. Hairston. George Hairston was 
a colonel in the Revolutionary War and lived at Beaver Creek, Henry 
County, Virginia. During the War of 1812 he was made acting brigadier 
general of the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 64th Virginia and 38th North Carolina 
Regiments. He died March 5, 1827. Judith Parks America Hill, A 


History of Henry County Virginia (Baltimore, Regional Publishing — 
Company, 1976 reprint), p. 190% 


2°tot #1 of the Sauratown. In 1818 Izard sold George Hairston's 
son, Robert, 170 acres of the north side of the Dan. The balance 
of the tract was not sold until February 20, 1823. Rockingham 
County Deeds, Book S, p. 300 and Book X, p. 287. 


*6Tot #17 of the Sauratown. 


*7archibald Henderson (1768-1822) son of Richard and Elizabeth 
Keeling Henderson. An active Federalist, he served in the North 
Carolina Houser ory Commons Is0/— to L80o Lel4y SiS esto ands loZ0 
and was a member of Congress from 1799 to 1803. He was considered 
one of the foremost attorneys in the state in his day. He married 
Sarah Alexander, a sister of Governor Nathaniel Alexander. John H. 
Wheeler, Reminiscences and Memoirs of North Carolina and Eminent 
North Carolinians (Baltimore, Genealogical Publishing Co., 1966 
reprEine) te aloe 


*8tots #5 and #15 of the Sauratown. 


® although the county seat had been named Wentworth since 1798, 
the post office which had been established in 1794 apparently was 
still called Rockingham Court House. 
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Pespill Coleman may refer to Tillman Coleman. 


**Major Peter Hairston (Feb. 24, 1752 - Dec. 1, 1832) son of 
Robert and Ruth Stovall Hairston of Virginia. Peter was a Captain 
in Col. Abram Penn's Regiment and fought at Guilford Court House. 
He married Aylcey Perkins and on April 11, 1786 they moved from 
Virginia to Upper Sauratown on the Dan River in Stokes County. 
Hairston was active in developing several iron works with his 
father-in-law, Peter Perkins. Duval Porter, Wasted Talents 
(Leaksville, N.C., Darlington & Sons, 1890), p. 50, hereinafter 
cited Porter, Wasted talents, see also Maud Carter Clement, The 
History of Pittsylvania County Virginia (Baltimore, Regional 
Par oueiecia nc Cory 9 7 3)iip).9 95.. 


3 2 
Upper Sauratown was at the junction of Townfork Creek and 


the Dan River in present Stokes County. It was an abandoned 
Saura Indian village and was near the point where the Great 
Philadelphia Wagon Road crossed the Dan. The Indian site was 


on the vast acreage of Peter Hairston and, in similar relation- 
ship to that of Lower Sauratown with the Farley tract, Hairston's 
entire acreage often was referred to as the Upper Sauratown. 
Eventually his home came to be called Sauratown. This first 

home of Peter Hairston, which Izard visited, was on the east 

side of the Dan River and came into disuse and may have burned 
after Peter's death. In the 1870's another Sauratown house was 
built on the west side of the river and it still stands. 


°° Lazarus Hege operated a tavern in the Friedburg community 
nine miles south of Salem on the road to Salisbury. At one point, 
Charles Bagge opened a store at that house in competition to the 
Salem Store. Izard met Bagge here on his return trip. Frances 
Griffin, "Memoirs of the Maverick", The Three Forks of Muddy Creek 
(Old Salem Inc., 1977), pp. 4-5 hereafter cited Griffin, Maverick. 


°*at this time George Tucker was represented by Archibald D. 
Murphey. Letter George Tucker to Charles Fisher, November 20, 
1816. Charles Fisher Papers 1816-1819, PC 497, North Carolina 
States Archives. 


°° Major James Campbell was one of several Scotsmen who had 
settled at Leaksville about 1800. 


°° Drayton Hall is now a restored property of the National Trust. 
°™ Their great-grandfathers were brothers. 


38 General Montford Stokes (1760-1842) was then Clerk of Superior 
Court at Salisbury. In 1830 he was elected Governor and in 183k 
President Jackson appointed him Indian Agent for Arkansas where 
he died. Wheeler, Reminiscences, p. 469. 


°° Charles Friedrich Bagge, born July 30, 1775, son of Traugott 
Bagge. For a time he was a merchant at a place called Baggetown. 
He had returned by permission to Salem in 1813. He served in ene 
State Assembly, Griffin, Maverick, pp. 1-10. 


*°possibly Samuel Waggoner who settled about 1760 on Oldfield 
Creek in the Townfork Settlement. He was active when Stokes 
County was founded in 1789 and was one of the first commissioners. 
John R. Woodard (ed.), The Heritage of Stokes County North Carolina 
1981, (Winston Salem, Hunter Publishing, 1981), pp. 14, 28, 92. 


41 Robert Hairston, son of George Hairston of Beaver Creek, had 
just married Ruth Stovall Hairston who was the widow of Peter 
Wilson. Her daughter, Agnes John Peter Wilson, later married 
Robert's brother, Samuel Hairston, Jr., of Oak Hill. Porter, 
Wasted Talents, p. 50. 


*? aAlcey Hairston was born September 25, 1766 and died in 
December, 1814. She was the daughter of Peter Perkins and Agnes 
Wilson. .Clement, History of Pittsylvania, p. 95. The graves of 
Peter and Alcey Perkins Hairston are today surrounded by a rock 
wall and over each grave stands a very fine slab marker supported 
by four granite legs. The monument Izard describes appears to 
have been a temporary stone. 


** Captain John Matlock was Sheriff of Rockingham County. 
**wyatt King married Elizabeth Perkins. 


4®wWilson Irvine transferred from 10th to 7th infantry, May 17, 
1815; resigned commission September 25, 1815, Heitman, Historic 


Register and Dictionary of the US Army. 


46 Joel Estes purchased 317 acres of the Sauratown which he 
valued at $12 per acre in testimony in 1821 in the deposition 
ordered by the Superior Court of Equity of Rowan County and 
taken at Fleming Goolsby's house in Rockingham County, North 
Carolina (State Archives). There was considerable interest in 
the development of navigation along the tributaries of the Roanoke 
River system. The Dan, as part of that system, was being developed 
by the Roanoke Navigation Company and there were groups of investors 
from Pittsylvania County, and Lynchburg, Virginia, who were look- 
ing for opportunities to invest in land in Rockingham County to con- 
trol the upper reaches of the Dan. The best example of their efforts 
was the ill-fated town of Jackson established in 1818 about five 
miles west of the Sauratown. 


47General Abraham Philips, County Surveyor, was born June 25, 
1755 in England. He married Cynthia Lanier, December 9, 1784, and 
died February 3, 1837 in Russell County, Georgia. He was buried at 
his homeplace in Rockingham County. In 1816 he was Brigadier of the 
Fourth Division of Militia. Early Families of the North Carolina 


Counties of Rockingham and Stokes with Revolutionary Service, (Madison, 
N.C., 1977) p. 93, hereinafter cited Early Families. 


48 5ohn Watt was born in Dublin, Ireland, according to his tomb- 
stone in the family cemetary near Lawsonville, Rockingham County. 
The date of his birth was August, 1759 and he died October 29, 
1829. His will is found in Rockingham Will Book B, p. 16. 
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4° There were several members of the Scales family named Nathaniel. 
This one is believed to be the son,of Joseph Scales, Sr. This 
Nathaniel was born on April 13, 1756 and died July 6, 1824. He 
owned land at the junction of the Smith River with the Dan and 
joining the Sauratown. Early Families, pp. 105-106. 


°° William Buckingham. 


®°} John Lennox had established Lennox Castle at the site of 
Rockingham Springs about the turn of the century and sold it to 
Archibald D. Murphey in 1807. At the time of Izard's visit, Lennox 
lived in Leaksville and by 1818 was actively advertising lots in the 
town in the Raleigh Register. Herbert Snipes Turner, The Dreamer 
Archibald DeBow Murphey (Verona, Virginia, McClure Printing, 1971), 
PP amc eos 


52 Robert Brodnax (April 30, 1787 - June, 1854), brother-in-law 
of Peter Wilson who was the first husband of Ruth Stovall Hairston. 
Brodnax lived in Brunswick County, Virginia. His father was William 
Edward Brodnax. In 1805 Sterling Ruffin, a friend and neighbor of 
Brodnax in Virginia, bought 1,000 acres of Lot #8 of the Sauratown. 
Rockingham County Deeds, Book Q, p.232. In 1807 William Edward 
Brodnax bought Lot #9 of the Sauratown. Rockingham County Deeds, 
Book M, p. 491. In 1809 William became sales agent for the branch 
of the Farley family still residing in England. In 1811 William 
bought Lot #16 of the Sauratown.: Rockingham County Deeds, Book Q, 
p- 333. In 1816 Robert bought Lot #10 of the Sauratown. Rockingham 
County Deeds, Book Q, p. 331. On October 1, 1820 Robert received 
title to a large portion of his father's holdings of the Sauratown. 
The Journal of Rockingham County History and Genealogy, I, April, 
1976, p.33. "Willow Oaks" was the house built by Robert Brodnax 
on Lot #16. 


°?The Commissioners' charges for making the division were 75¢ 
"to ferriage in going to Range Lots south side of Dan river." see 
Survey Report dated April 15, 1815, North Carolina State Archives, 
Superior Court of Equity, Salisbury. Filed under Davidson County. 


54In the division of Lot #15 of the Sauratown, George Tucker got 
the one third along the north side of Dan River, No. 1, plus the 
west half of what was called the Meadows, on both sides of the road, 
No. 2. Izard received the east half of the Meadows, No. 3. Lot #5 
of the Sauratown was also divided into thirds all valued at $1.00 
per acre. Izard got the middle third on both sides of Williamson 
Creek. Ibid. 


*® Ruth Stovall Hairston, born July is) 17937 first? married hex 
cousin, Major Peter Wilson of Pittsylvania County, Virginia. They 
lived at "Berry Hill" which had been the home of her grandfather, 
Peter Perkins. She died April 22, 1869 and is buried at "Berry 
Hill". Her second marriage, referred to here, was to her apalgetais 
cousin, Robert Hairston. Porter, Wasted Talents, p. 50. 
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°° mhis appears to locate Peter Terry's house on the Cascade 
Tract (#17 of Sauratown) which Mrs. Izard owned in her own right. 
It would also place the house near the Petersburg-Salem Road and 
the North Carolina - Virginia border. That is the line they are 
running that is shared with the Hairstons. A likely site is on 
the farm currently owned by James Smith on a knoll above the Dan 
within sight of "Willow Oaks". 


*"Oconee River is in central Georgia and it flows into the 
Altamaha River; than into the Atlantic Ocean. 


58 Mount George" is not an identifiable location today but since, 
on Sunday, March 17th, Izard walked from Peter Terry's where he was 
staying, to inspect the dig, it would appear to have been on the 
Cascade Tract (#17). There is a high point located just northeast 
of the probable site of the Terry house. See note #56. This is 
the earliest recorded archaeological dig in Rockingham County. 


°° Thomas Buckingham married Elizabeth Terry September 22, 1791. 
Rockingham County Marriage Bonds. 


§° Meg Merrilies was an old gipsy woman in Sir Walter Scott's 
Guy Mannering. She is also the subject of a poem by John Keats, 
"Old Meg she was a Gipsy." Sir Paul Harvey (ed.), The Oxford 
Companion of English Literature (Oxford, Oxford Univ. Press, 
1967) ipso 3%e 


°* This meeting was probably held at "Berry Hill", Pittsylvania 
County, Virginia. 


°* Letter January 1, 1817, Fisher to George Tucker at Cascade 
Creek. Letter January 25, 1817 (date 1816 appears to be in error), 
Fisher to Theop. Lacy from Rockingham Court House. North Carolina 
State Archives, Charles Fisher Papers 1816-1819, PC 497. 


°F april Term 1822, Rowan County Court of Equity, George Izard 
& wife vs George Tucker, North Carolina State Archives. 


°* Deposition of George Tucker, North Carolina State Archives, 
Coyae Oi Meo sy, Seihiictoibbay Wativereieis, Nowell WG, Is). 


°° Statement of George Locke, Clerk and Master of Rowan County, 
North Carolina, State Archives, Court “of Equity, Salisbury District, 
Aprile Termers 235 


*® Donald Noble, A Century Hence - George Tucker's Vision of the 
Future, Virginia Cavalcade, Spring 1976, pp. 184-191. 


°7 Ryan, DLaEy, apa no I 
°® Rockingham Countye Deeds mbOOkmss DENS OU. 


°° Rockingham County Deeds, Book X, p. 287. Charles Bruce came to 
America in 1816 with his son, Charles, who was born in Edinburgh Scot- 
land, July 4, 1810. They landed at Philadelphia and went to Richmond, 
Virginia where they resided until 1823; that year they moved to Leaks- 
ville. See Charles Bruce of Rockingham County, Petition for Natural- 
ization, 1835. North Carolina States Archives, CR. 084.928.2. 
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7T°Rockingham County Deeds, Book Y, pp. 215, 217. 
7? Rockingham County Deeds; Book) Z, pp. 315. 
7? James Farley Izard, the last surviving son, became a first 


lieutenant in 1834, and along with Lieutenant Jefferson Davis, was 
attached to the First Cavalry Regiment. He was killed during the 


Seminole War. "They found the ford that Clinch had not known ex- 
isted. Moving his army to the ford, Gaines [General Edmund Pendleton 
Gaines] made plans to cross. Lieutenant James F. Izard, who was to 


lead the first contingent, had just stepped into the river when 
hostiles opened fire. The young lieutenant fell, mortally wounded 
by a bullet through the head ... ." George Walton, Fearless and 
Free (New York, Bobbs Merrill, 1977), pp. 109-110, see also Theo. 


F. Rodenbough (ed.), The Army of the United States (New York, 1966 
Repimrnt)l pp Lo4—155. 


"3 Henry Toland was a Philadelphia merchant and a friend of 
President Andrew Jackson. 
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Annals and Anecdotes of Spray 


By 
Rev. Daniel E. Field 
With Notes by Robert W. Carter, Jr. 


The present enterprising mill town of, Spray was known from 
1838 to 1890 as "Leaksville Cotton Mills." 


Prior to 1838 the place, one small flouring mill, a cotton 
gin and an "up-and-down saw mill" owned by Morehead and Barnett,® 
a blacksmith shop near the spot where livery stable now stands, 
and a few farm houses constituted the entire settlement. 


An old negro who lived to be a hundred years old - Uncle Jesse - 
ran the mills and Terrel Hopper,* the shops. Mr. Barnett built and 
occupies the "yellow house" that stood in front of the present mag- 
nificent Colonnade Hotel,® also the old farm house east of the bury- 
ing ground where his bones now rest. The first "old Millis’ stood 
a short distance below the mills now standing, and after the flour- 
ing mill (but recently operated) was started, was convertedinto an 
oil mill and furnished the unadulterated linseed oil for the surround- 
ing county, consequently the houses painted with this oil are weli 
preserved and bear the marks of the paint applied seventy-five years 
ago. "The new mill" which now stands as a monument to honest work- 
manship was erected by Morehead and Barnett about 1837.’ 


It has some incidents that may not be uninteresting to present 
readers. The building is five stories high; and when the last plate 
of the structure had been placed and pinned, Mr. Barnett - then eighty 
years of age - walked around on its six-inch surface without a tremor. 
An old man who had been guilty of appropriating a customer's wheat to 
his own advantage, when pursued by the owners of the wheat ascended 
the steps, until reaching the fifth story, he leaped from the door 
and was instantly mangled on the rocks below. It was in this mill 
that a noted whistling contest took place between Governor Morehead 
and his old servant Jesse, the miller. Jesse was a scientific 
whistler and so was old Master. Jesse becoming jealous of his old 
Master's "rep" bantered himfor a contest of their musical powers, 
with a quart of "apple-jack"® as stakes. The contest resulted in 
Jesse's favor to the great delight of all concerned, and to Jesse's 
more particularly. 


Leaksville Cotton Mill was erected and owned by Governor John M. 
Morehead in 1838 and 1839. The main building was of native stone 
quarried from the bluffs on the east bank of Smith River. There 
were several brick structures added to the stone building from time 
to time. The main structure was eighty by one hundred feet, four 
stories high. In this building machinery for carding, spinning, 
weaving and packing was operated. In an adjoining room sizing 
and beaming were done. In a brick building, which now constitutes 
a part of the Leaksville Woolen Mills, machinery for repairing was 
Operated in the lower room, while the two upper rooms were used for 
spinning and spooling.'° 
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John Motley Morehead 
Governor and Founder of the Textile Industry in Rockingham County. 


Photo from Our Proud Heritage 


Sketch of the ‘“New’’ Morehead-Barnett Gristmill erected in the 1830s. 


A large proportion of the cotton was manufactured into "bale" 
or five pound "bunch cotton" and sold to the country people for 
weaving into "striped cotton cloth" for domestic uses; or packed 
in fifty-bunch bales, hauled to West Virginia and sold to merchants 
for retail trade. These bunches retailed for from $90 to $100 per 
bale. When the Civil War became a reality and the Manassas Battle 
had demonstrated that we were "in it to stay" this scribe, the then 
traveling agent for the mills, sold twenty thousand bales of accu- 
mulated cotton in Lynchburg in two days, at $125 per bale. 


The machinery was put up and operated for several years by 
John H. Bullard’! as superintendent, who afterwards succeeded in 
Leaksville as a merchant. Mr. Bullard was a native of Massachusetts, 
a fine mechanic and a "live Yankee," the first to introduce matches, 
gimlet pointed screws, ready-made clothing, etc., into our community. 
Uncle Jimmy Ray, whose memory will ever be sacred to the dwellers 
at Leaksville Cotton Mill, was one of the first to furnish a family 
of noble girls?* as operatives in these mills. His daughter Mary Ray, 
than whom no purer woman ever lived, was the first to train the whirr- 
ing spindles to perform their duplex work and doff the honest cuts 
from the obedient reel, continuing in the employment of the mill 
faithfully for fifty years. Foremost in her well-earned art of 
spinster, who dare say her name should not stand enrolled among 
the worthies of old Leaksville Mills? 


Among the prominent mill men that were "fixtures" in the early 
history of the mills, were Uncle Jimmy Ray, David Younts,’* Peyton 
Ambrose,1° George Singleton,'® and James Ray, Jr.17 J. H. Bullard 
was superintendent, Jas. Ray, Jr., boss in the spinning room, David 
Younts in the carding, Singleton in weaving, Uncle Jimmy baled, and 
Peyton Ambrose packed for shipment, and J. M. Reynolds!® was general 
bookkeeper and financier, and J. H. Lane, Sr., had charge of the 
farming interests.!® Barney Capal,?°® Pruitt?? and Martin Morehead, 
colored, were the teamsters who transported the goods to West Virginia 
and other markets. From this period a list of prominent names con- 
nected with the mills up to the close of the Civil War, and even to 
the burning of the mill which took place in 1893,?% deserve mention, 
but space does not permit. 


The number of spindles used and the amount of raw material con- 
sumed, we are not prepared to give, nor are we prepared to state the 
exact number of operatives employed.?% An approximate estimate may 
be made of these, when we state that two hundred "five-pound bunches" 
were put up daily, and about fifty looms on shirtings, sheetings and 
osnaburgs** were constantly running. 


This old concern, a perfect bee hive of industry and unanimity, 
resembled more a well-groverned family home, than a great cotton mill. 
The interest of the owner was the interest of every operative. Each 
operative felt as much at home as if he was sole proprietor of the 
establishment. One common interest prompted owner and operative 
alike; that interest was to live and let live, and secure the great- 
est amount of happiness to all. The operatives regarded the Pe gnteu 
authority of the owners, while the owner regarded the welfare and 
general happiness of his family - as he designated his employees, 
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A brick cottage near Morehead’s Mill. 
This small house was probably built in the 1830s or 1840s. 


Photo by R. W. Carter, Jr. 


The Barnett Family Cemetery in the Spray Section of Eden. 
Photo by R. W. Carter, Jr. 


hence one or two of the families who were the first at Leaksville 
Mills are there today. At the close of the war nearly all the 
families living at the mills had reared their families, or had 
been reared themselves in the same old houses of 1840 to 1845,7° 
and these were as sacred to them as if they had a bonafide title. 


Many incidents of interest might be related of persons and 
things of Leaksville Mills, but we must desist by wishing Spray 
a bright future - a future of progress and prosperity resting 
under the smiling approval of a great and gracious God. 


1Rev. Daniel E. Field (1831-1916) wrote the following article 
for a special "Spray Illustrated Edition" of The Reidsville Review 
dated September 2, 1904. Field, a long time Leaksville merchant 
and local Methodist preacher, wrote fifteen articles on the history 
of the Leaksville-Spray area in 1901 which were published in The 
Leaksville Gazette. These articles were edited and reprinted in 
The Journal of Rockingham County History and Genealogy, Volume V, 
Number 1, (June, 1980). The 1904 article was part of B. Frank 
Mebane's promotion of Spray while he was president of the seven 
textile mills there. 


2Many sources list the Leaksville Cotton Mill as "Leaksville 
HPactoby .. 


3 Governor John Motley Morehead (1796-1866), who was reared in 
Rockingham County but later moved to Greensboro, formed a partner- 
ship with William Barnett in these enterprises during 1831. 


4Terrel Hopper (born ca. 1791) married Rhody Lane in Henry 
County, Virginia in 1814 and later moved to Leaksville where he 
was a blacksmith and later operated a tavern. 


’The Colonnade Hotel in Spray was owned by The Spray Hotel 
Company in 1904 and was operated by Mrs. W. D. Stocks. 


6 The old grist mill on Smith River was established in 1813 by 
James Barnett. 


7The new mill was probably built shortly prior to 1837 as 
Governor Morehead purchased the Barnett interest in the property 
int 1836. 


8 This was a common name for apple brandy. 
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®The bluffs on the east side of the river contain some large 
stone cliffs. Stone from the same area was probably used to con- 
struct the stone dam across Smith River in 1903 or 1904 that re- 
placed the old wooden dam. 


1°mhe brick building is still standing as part of the old 
Leaksville Woolen Mills. 


11 John Hall Bullard (1808-1870) erected a house on Washington 
Street in Leaksville which was later the home of his grandson, 
Dr. John B. Ray. The house is now owned by Mrs. Ray's niece, 
Jean Dunn Harrington. Recently the house was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 


12 The 1850 census lists Jimmy Ray as the constable in the 
Leaksville Facotry area. In 1860 he is listed as a factory worker. 
His wife was Nancy Lewis. 


13 The Ray girls, who never married, included Mary J. (1827-1904), 
Tabitha H. (1828-1900) and Irine J. (1837-1921). 


14David Younts (1809-1873) of Davidson County, North Carolina, 
came to Leaksville Factory circa 1839. He and his wife, Elizabeth 
Stuckenger, had a large family and were the ancestors of most of 
the Younts in the Eden area. 


15Deyton Ambrose is listed as a cotton factory employee in the 
1860 census as were six of his children. 


16No information located on George Singleton. 


1T James Ray, Jr. (1832-1897) was a son of Jimmy Ray and brother 
of the Ray girls who worked in the cotton factory. He married Annie 
Bullard, daughter of John H. Bullard. They were the parents of Dr. 
John B. Ray and Rufus Ray. 


18 John Morehead Reynolds was born February 6, 1810 and died 
July 9, 1860. He was a first cousin of Governor John M. Morehead. 
He was also a merchant in Leaksville during 1850s. 


19 Joseph H. Lane, Sr. (1814-1854) was a brickmason. Daniel E. 
Field married Lane's daughter. Daniel's father married Lane's widow 
in 1854. 


?°In the 1901 article Field lists this man as Barney Cahal (Cahill) 
instead of Barney Capal. 


?1 This is probably Robert Pruitt who was born about 1810 and is 
listed in the 1860 census as a wagoner. 


22The original stone cotton mill burned in 1893 after being 
struck by lightning. A new mill was rebuilt on the same site using 
the old stones as the foundation. 


23 n~ccording to the 1860 census 80 women and 25 men worked in 
Morehead's Cotton Mill. 


24 government report of 1857 reported that the mill converted 
350,000 pounds of cotton into 120,000 yards of osnaburg, 150,000 
yards of sheeting or shirting and 240 pounds of yarn. 


252 brick cottage of this period is still standing on the hill- 
side overlooking the millsite. The Eden Preservation Society plans 
to raise funds to restore this building. 
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The Diary of the Reverend Jacob Doll 


by 
Lucy M. Rankin 


A Personal Word 


In copying the following excerpt from the diary of the 
Reverend Jacob Doll, I have tried to reproduce the spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, and abbreviation as the Reverend 
Mr. Doll wrote them; I am sure I have not always succeeded. It 
might be said also that his usages are not always consistent. 
Furthermore, I have tried to use his spacing and arrangement 
where it was feasible to do so. 


In some cases I could not decipher words, especially names, 
and the space is left blank. In other cases I have inserted a 
question mark to indicate doubt. Mr. Doll's "a" and "o" often 
look very much alike, and often a series of letters are run to- 
gether so that it is almost impossible to separate them. 


This material is related to Rockingham County for at least 
the following reasons: 


1. Mr. Doll was living in Madison at the time he received 
the call to the Yanceyville Church. 


2. He mentions Rockingham people and places in the diary, 
and many of the Caswell County people mentioned have 
close connections to and in Rockingham County. 


3. Rockingham County weather and Caswell County weather 
are so much alike that the extreme winter Mr. Doll 
described in his diary no doubt prevailed in Rock- 
ingham County also. 


4. The diary gives information on modes of life in general 
and of travel in particular that must have been as 
applicable to Rockingham County as to Caswell. 


5. Mr. Doll was one of the leading figures in the organ- 
ization of the Reidsville Presbyterian Church and 
Served tadasm tS bar S tapas tO. 


I chose this part of the diary, rather than some other, 
because there was more of a theme running through it. I would 
call it "A Rough Winter," with the double meaning of the extreme 
weather and the difficulty of moving from Madison to Yanceyville. 
Until recently I had not known of this diary. I truly enjoyed 
working with it and hope to study it further in the near PuUtuEer 
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detitiennied 


SS 


Rev. Jacob Doll, 1812 - 1878 
Photo from History of Bethesda Presbyterian Church 


John Watt Montgomery, 1825 - 1904 


Minister at Bethesda and an organizer of the Presbyterian churches in 
Wentworth and Leaksville. 


Photo from History of Bethesda Presbyterian Church 


Biographical Sketch of The Reverend Jacob H. Doll 


Jacob H. Doll was born in Martinsburgh, West Virginia, June 27, 
1812. He studied at Jefferson College, Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, 
and at Union Theological Seminary, Richmond Virginia, attending 
the latter institution from 1838 to 1841. Before he decided to 
study for the ministry, he had spent several years as a merchant. 


His ministerial career began as a missionary in Winchester, 
Virginia, Presbytery, and he was ordained by Orange Presbytery 
in North Carolina on July 8, 1843. At that time he became pastor 
of Oxford and Louisburg churches. In 1849 he moved to Milton in 
Caswell County as stated supply in the church there. He remained 
in this work until 1853, and during 1851 and 1852 he was stated 
supply at Bethesda. Church also.’ 


iiewasppBobaoly) in the fall of 1853 that Mr. Doll went to 
Madison, North Carolina, and opened a private school that became 
known as Doll's Academy. It seems that John Dupree Watkins, who 
was an active layman in Orange Presbytery, built the school and 
persuaded Mr. Doll to move there and teach.” During the same time, 
Or most of it, he was stated supply at Snow Creek Church near 
Madison.* The Ministerial Directory of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., states that Mr. Doll was stated supply at Snow Creek and 
teacher at Madison 1854-1856; the Centennial History of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Reidsville, North Carolina, says that he 
Peeeitedutinally in Madison; Ni C.,, in 1853 as a school teacher 
and stated supply of the nearby Snow Creek Church."* His» old 
school building in Madison still stands. 


Mr. Doll was pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Yanceyville, 
1857-1874, and also of Bethesda Church, between Yanceyville and 
Reidsville, 1867-1878. From 1856 to 1866 he supplied at Griers, 
outside Yanceyville.® Soon after the close of the Civil War, he 
began working in the Reidsville area, becoming the organizing 
minister and first pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Reidsville. 


When the Civil War ended in 1865, the railroad from Danville 
to Greensboro had just been completed. It passed through the small 
settlement of Reidsville, and people then began to move into the 
village. The community was growing, but there was no organized 
church of any denomination in the town. Mr. Doll saw the need 
there and began to work with Bethesda members who lived in or 
near Reidsville with the view of founding a new church there. 
Interest grew, and beginning January 1, 1872, Mr. Doll held 
services on Sunday afternoons twice a month. These services 
were held in the Hogan's Creek First Baptist Church, which had 
offered the use of its building. Previous to this time the 
services had been held in the homes of interested people. 


The Reidsville work prospered so much that in September of 
1874 Mr. Doll reported to Orange Presbytery that a group of mem- 
bers and other persons were ready to organize a new church in 
Reidsville. A church building, which had been started earlier, 
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was completed in the fall of 1874. Mr. Doll was installed in 
Reidsville's pastorate and in December 1874 moved to Reidsville. 
He remained in the Reidsville pastorate until his death in 1878. 
He had resigned his work at Yanceyville when the Reidsville Church 
was organized but continued his connection with Bethesda. 


Besides his pastorates and mission work, Mr. Doll served on 
the board of trustees for Davidson College. He was one of the 
three man elected to that office by Orange Presbytery when it 
accepted the invitation of Davidson's founding presbyteries to 
join in the support and control of the institution. This action 
was taken in October, 1870, and Mr. Doll and the other two men 
were named immediately.° He served as stated clerk of Orange 
Presbytery from 1849 to 1878 ° and as stated clerk of the Synod 
of North Carolina from 1871 to 1877.'° He was attending a meet- 
ing of Orange Presbytery in New Bern, North Carolina, when he 
suffered a heart attack and died immediately on April 27, 1878. 
He was buried in the Bethesda Cemetery on April 30, 1878,, with 
the Reverend Pleasant Hunter Dalton holding the service. 


Mr. Doll kept a diary from some time in the 1840s until his 
death. While the entries are brief, there is an entry for almost 
every day. This day by day account gives an interesting insight 
into the life of the man and his work. It also tells us much 
about many outstanding citizens of Rockingham and Caswell counties 
and of the life style of the well-to-do citizens of the period. 
The diary is now in the possession of the Presbyterian Historical 
Foundation, Montreat, North Carolina. 


Diary —) 1856 


At the Meeting of Orange Presbytery held at Bethesda!” Church 
Caswell Co. NCar Nov. 7th 1856 I received a Call from the Presbyterian 
Church of Yanceyville to become its Pastor and also an invitation to 
preach twice in Each Month at Griers’? as a Stated Supply. This Call 
and invitation answered in the affirmative. 


Nov 8. Presbytery adjourned -- I went to Mr Pinkney Watts!* & 
spent the Night. 

Nov 9. Sabbath Morning -- I left Mr Watts & went to Speedwell 
Church where with Mr Tatum,’® (Prim. Bap.) I preached the funeral 


service of Miss Virginia M Reid. 103Ps1:15-16. In the Evening 
returned home to Madison N.C. 


1856 Nov 10. Monday Morning -- Commenced teaching and Continued 
until Monday 24th Nov 


Nov. 24. Left today for Wentworth rainy day Staid at Mr William M 
Ellington's." * 
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Nov. 25. Very Rainy day. Left for Yanceyville -- Met Mr Jw 
Hines & his Sister Lucinda near Judge Settles.’”’ -- Arrived in 
Yanceyville about 5 Ocl. Stayed at'Dr Roan's.1* In the Evening 
Married Mr Weldon E. Williamson!® to Miss Nannie N. Johnston. 


Nov 26 Rather a rainy day -- Started back home & reached 
Wentworth Staid at W.M.E. 

Nov 27 Roads muddy very -- reached Madison after dinner. 

Nov 28 Rainy -- Continued to teach to the Close of the 
Session. 

Decr. 3 My session closed this day. Wednesday -- And Miss 


Jannette C Richardson and Miss Marian J Coley left in the Stage 
for their respective homes, on the Same day. 


Decr. 4 I continued to pack up & settle my affairs -- 
Decr. 5 Occupied as yesterday 


Decr. 6 Had a Sale of Sundry articles that I did not wish to 
carry with me to Yanceyville. 


Decr. 7 Sabbath -- This being the lst Sab in Decr. I heard 
Mr Ivy preach in the Baptist Ch. -- In the afternoon heard Rev. 
Fletcher Reid.?° 

Decr. 8 Monday -- Continued packing up 

Decr. 9 Tuesday -- Started 3 Wagons for Madison viz. Dalton & 
McGehee. Mrs Martha McGehee’s 7! &Mr Jo Cardwell's?? -- In evening 
Started Alfred & Archie (or Archer) with the last load. 
and the night Staid with My family at Dr. Galloways.?* 

Decr. 10 Wednesday -- Left Madison about 10 OClock in Mr 
Searcy's?* Carriage & I M Scale's?® driver & horses. -- In the 
Evening about two miles from R P Richardsons?® broke one Spring 
of the Carriage. Reached Mr Richardson's about dusk or after. 

Decr. 11 Thursday -- I left for Yanceyville -- My family 
remained at Mr R's -- Staid at Mr A C Lindsay's?’ 


Decr. 12 & 13 Endeavored to clean up and arrange things 
about the parsonage. 


Decr 14 Second Sab in Decr. -- Rained -- did not go to Church 
-- in Evening ate Supper at Col Jone's?® 


Decr. 15 Started back (Monday) to Richardsons for my family. 


Decr. 16 Tuesday Left Mr R's with my family in his Carriage. 
-- Put up at Col E P Jones in Yanceyville 


Decr. 17 Wednesday -- My family came to Parsonage. At night 
Mr Lindsay called To see Rev. J. W. Montgomery Sound bikes en Rie 
Montgomery was married Wednesday May 17 
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"18, 19 & 20 Fixed up things at Parsonage 


Decr. 21 -- The third Sab in Mo -- I preached in Presby" 
Ch “My*first sermon ‘from Prov: 2 c2 73, 47. 5.4Vs; )-~ ola |) Congres 
gation. coldedayau-— Atenightapreacheds frome CO me Cro metO mc 
Still smaller Congregation -- In the Morning I had liberty to Some 
Extent -- In evening Every thing cold $ no liberty in Speaking -- 
Returned home very sad. 


Decr. 22 - Monday -- very cold day -- Started for Madison 


reached Wentworth at night -- Staid at Mr Wm M Ellington's -- He 
pd. Mill Lizzie's®® Board and Tuition. He gave me 2h$ which he had 


collected from the people of Wentworth for My preaching there. 


Decr. 23 Tuesday -- The Cold Tuesday. Oh it was an awfuly 
Cold & windy day -- I suffered dreadfully -- -- think it was 
the coldest day that I was Ever out. -- Left Wentworth about 
11 o clock. I reached Mr Carters one Madisonmabouty on © Cl. 
At night Marries Miss Ellen Black to Mr Jno Hoskins.?* (Possibly 
Haskins) 


Decr. 24 Wednesday -- Settled Sundry accts See Min Book. 
Gave note to Mr D Watkins®” & to Properties of the Academy. 


Decrua2oe Thursday. ——-sChiprStmasne— moet tle dm ounciaved Cet Smee. 
In evening left & reached Mr Searcy's -- Then I met with Mrs Martha 
Scales®* & Miss Hart?* 


Decr. 26 Friday -- Settled with Mr Searcy -- Left in the Morning 
reached Mr Moore's about 11 OClock found Mr & Mrs Anthony wW- 
there. Reached Mr Richardson's late in Evening. 

Decr. 27 Saturday -- Left Mr Richardsons -- Reached home in 
after-noon -- Found Miss at my house -— introduced to her —— 

She used big talk -- first impression not favorable. Recd. Letters 
from Saml. J Price, Coopers, Mrs. Mary Mandrells Scales -- 


Mrs D. recd one from Lizzie Ellington. 

Decr. 28 Sabbath (4th Sab) Went to hear Mr Toby*®® the Baptist 
Minister -- He preached about the Syrophenician woman. -- Afternoon 
heard Mr Simpson Methodist Minister -- It was a first Sermon -- 

Mrs. Bowes (?). 
Decr. 29 & 30 -- Fixed up Study, house, &C --. 


Decr. 31 -- Wednesday -- last day of year it Snowed. 
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1857 


"Through every age Eternal God 
Thou art our rest our safe abode 
High was thy throne Eer heaven was made 


Or Earth, thy humble footstool land." 


JANUARY 
Jany 1 Cold & snowy morning fixed Study -- Wrote to M. & 
Enclosed 5 -- Mrs. Gwynn came in the Evening & spent the night 


-- Wrote to SJP. care of Dabury & one also care of Masn. 


Jany 2 Friday cold but clear -- Mrs Gwynn left for Mr Jno. 
Johnstons -- wrote to Mr Currie & to Mr Wm B Carter®® -- Enclosed | 
our acct against Nath. Scales for 24S 


Jany 3 Saturday -- Very cold -- wrote & copied letters -- 
The Session was to meet to day but failed. No one present except 
Messrs Mebane & Lindsay 


| 
Jany 4th Sabbath. Cold day -- Preached in Morning in Yancey- | 
Wioeecom Rom: lceilo6v. -—= No preaching at night -- cold. Mrs. 
ThoD. Williamson?? died this morng at her fathers near Danville. 
| 
Jany 5 Monday. Very cold transcribed minutes of Presby at 
Bethesda. 


Jany 6 Very Cold -- Continued to transcribe Min. Mr ThoD. 
Williamson?8 died this Morng At Mr Wilsons near D. 

Jany 7 Very Cold -- Went to Milton called at Mrs Rob & 
Staid at Mr Hines.39 -- Bought Hat from H & W Suit & one cloth vest 
from Mr Hines for 40$ -- Preached in Milton Ch at night from 
Rommel Ow: 

Jany 8 Thursday -- very cold. Called to see Mrs Lewis Mr Montg. 
MrJones, Mr Hill & dinner at Dr. Stamps.*® -- Returned home in the 


Evening & found Saml. J. Price Jnr. at my house. 


Janyeo Pride very, cold. §Session met )-= Col E. P. Jones 
appeared & having made proper acknowledgements & giving Evidence 
of repentance -- The Sess. took no further action. Than to make 


a record & order the Pastor to State publickly what passed in the 
Sesser 


Jany 10 Saturday -- The weather is more moderate today but 
somewhat damp --. Mr. Walton called for me & I accompanied him 
home on my way to Grier's -- 
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Madison Presbyterian Church 


Photo from Special Collections, 
Rockingham Community College 


Old Bethesda Church 
Photo from History of Bethesda Presbyterian Church 


Jany 11 Sabbath -- Went to Griers old church It was 
awfully cold & no fire there. -- I, read a chap in the gospel 
by Matt. had our prayer & dismissed Making next appointment at 
the new Church. Mrs McAlpin died.‘? 


Jany 12 Monday -- A little more moderate today but Still 


quite cold. -- Mrs Mary McAlpina member of Presbyn. Ch in 
Yanceyville &wife of Mr Alesdr.*” McAlpin died last night 
Her disease was cancer. -- She met death without alarm. 


-- She was buried in Presby Ch Yard in Evening & I preached 
the funl. sermon from 116 Psl: 1l15v. 


Jany 13 Tuesday -- Cold again. Saml. J. Price Jnr. left 
for Danville. 

Jany 14. Wednesday -- Cold day Staid at Home & wrote 

Jany 15. Thursday -- Very Cold day. Revd. Saml. Price came 
today & brought with him Cooper, Jane & Baxter. -- Mr Hunter 


Butler called & dined today and I gave him a letter to Revd. Willis 
Miller Pittsboro Dr. Roan & Mr Lindsay called a night. 


Jany 16 - Very Cold day. Staid at home. 


Jany 17. Still Cold. Saturday -- At night it began to Snow 
accompanied with wind. Miss G. called -- Mr R Sent for me. 

Jany 18. Third Sab. in Jany -- Still continues to Snow & is 
a dreadfully Stormy day -- Snowed all day. No preaching -- Kept 


Close to the house. 


Jany 19 Mond: Very cold & a tremendous snow on the ground 
in Some places high drifts. A fair average I think would be 
about 16 inches deep. That was the depth of the Snow in my 


Yard in Madison Jany 1856 -- The thermometer was at 8° above 
zero this Morning -- Staid in doors & tried to keep warm. 
Jany 20 Tuesday -- Very Cold -- went to P. Office -- Kept 


close to house & tried to Keep warm. 


Jany 21 Wednesday -- Cold day -- much sleighing Today Went 
tOebro-B.) tO NVP.) to M:V.T.) to Mrs. Mary Scales. —- 


Jan 22. Thursday very Cold. People Still Sleighing -- Stage 
came but no mail -- Called at Col Jones SJP dined there. Col E P 
Jones loaned me Iron Press to Copy letters. 


Jany 23 Friday Very Cold. Thermometer 1° below zero. 


Jany 24 Saturday very cold. Themometer higher than yesterday 
-- Began to moderate towards evening -- Today met Mr Toby & he 
insisted SJP to preach for him to-morrow. 


Jany 25 Sabbath (4th Sab) Weather moderated -- Sun Shining. 
Mr Price preached for Mr Toby in Yanceyville -- I went to Griers 
-- Qnew quite deep & so drifted in Some places only a path. No 
one at church -- on my return I dined at Mr Clayton's came home 
in evening 
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Jany 26 Mond. Cold day -- Remained at home -— 


Jany 27 Tuedsay -- Rain 

Jany 28 Wednesd -- Rain -- Saml.JP. Senr. left in a hack 
with Mr Rainey. Miss left in the Stage 

Jany 25 Thursday -- Rainy -- made drawers in desk 

Jany 30 Friday -- Do Do Do Do 


Jany 31 Saturday Clear & more moderate but roads & Streets 
wery Sloppy -—- Read. (Adam &. Christi by Winer —~ (s4--) Commenced 


"God Sovereign & Man Free" by Rice’=— Toiday 1 have been deeply 
impressed by the Comforting Doctrine of Grace. 


1Ministerial Directory of the Presbyterian Church in the 
Unvcedes EatesmiusG i= loawmicomp mo an Cho CO tt a Dean Min Van iaClens 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States (1942). Hereafter cited as Directory. 


2Charles Rodenbough, from information in his files, May 16, 
1981. 


3Directory. 


*Marion Strange Huske, The Centennial History of the First 


Presbyterian Church Re1dsville? North Carolina (1975); peor 
Hereafter cited as Centennial History. 


®Robert Hamlin Stone, A History of Orange Presbytery, 
(Charlottes North Caroli narwiiert cageliPrinters inc), Lowe, 


pp. 348, 349, 352. Hereafter cited as Stone, A History: 


6Centennial History, pp. 6-7. 


‘Stone, A History, ‘p. 349. 


*stone, A History, p. 76. 


*Stone,'A History, p.9401% 
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Directory. 


** Centennial History, p. 7. 


*? although Bethesda Church was organized about 1765 as Hart's 
Chapel, the oldest church records date from 1819. The records 
indicate that many prominent people of eastern Rockingham County 
were members of the church. Some of the family names associated 
with Bethesda are Watts, Scales, Bethel, Stubblefield, Montgomery, 
McCain, Slade and Richardson. 


**Griers in the oldest church in Caswell County; it is located 
near Hightower. It was organized in 1753 as Upper Hico (Hyco); 
about 1809 the name was changed to Griers. 


*“upink" Watt owned a grist mill and a large plantation on 
Lick Fork Creek at Lawsonville in Rockingham County. He built a 
large plantation house which was torn down in 1982. 


*°umr. Tatum" was Elder Henry Tatum (1781-1858) who was pastor 
of Crossroads Primitive Baptist now known as Hillsdale. The church 
was organized in 1784 and was one of the few Primitive Baptist 
churches in Guilford County. 


+S William M. Ellington (1806-1877) was a merchant and hotel owner 
in Wentworth. He was also Clerk of the Rockingham County Court. | 


*T Judge Settle refers to Thomas Settle, Sr. (1787-1857). He was | 

a member of the House of Commons and a long-time Superior Court judge. | 

He owned a large plantation a short distance east of Reidsville. | 

| 

*8Dr. Nathaniel M. Roan (4 October, 1803 - 18 January, 1875) married 

Mary Badgett Henderson (11 February, 1817 - 17 January, 1896). Their | 

Marriage bond is dated 18 November, 1835. Both are buried at Yancey- | 
ville Presbyterian Church. 


** Weldon Edwards Williamson was a son of George and Rebecca Slade 
Williamson. 


*° Reverend Fletcher Reid (1825-1873) married Ann E. Wright (1823- 
1869) in 1846. She was the daughter of James Wright, owner of Wright 
Tavern in Wentworth. They has two prominent sons, James W. and Frank 
L. Reid. Fletcher Reid opened an academy in 1845. In 1849 he became 
a Methodist minister. After his first wife's death, Reid married her 
sister, Sally. They had one son, Numa F. Reid. 


** Martha Venable McGehee (2 November, 1800 - 7 January, 1879) is 
buried in the Wall-McGehee family cemetery. She was the wife of 
Micajah McGehee who died 25 November, 1845, age 45 years, 4 months | 
and 22 days. 


** probably Joseph Henry Cardwell (3 January, 1815 - 28 June, 1905) 
who married Caroline Scales (1825 - 1895). Both are buried at the 
Madison Presbyterian Church Cemetery. Cardwell was the son of Joel 
Cardwell (1779 - 1847) and his wife, Mariah Henrietta Scales (1779 - 
1860). 


43 


23Dr. Galloway was Robert Galloway, III, son of Robert, Jr. and 
Susan Satherwaite Carter of Caswell County. 


24"Mr. Searcy" was probably Alexander Searcy (ca. 1810 - 1868). 
He married twice; first, Susan Dalton and, second, Mrs. Elizabeth 
L. Cook of Connecticut. Searcy was an enterprising business man 
who had a grist mill on Upper Hogan's creek. He sold cloth and 
rifles to the Confederate Army. 


25This could be James Martin Scales, son of Alfred Moore and 

Martha Ann Martin Scales. Born 5 July, 1830, he resided in Rock- 
ingham County until 1859 when he and his wife, Ruth Searcy Slater, 

and their children moved to Navarro, Texas. Also living in Rock- 
ingham County at that time was James Madison Scales (ca. 1800 - 1861). 
James Madison Scales was married to Elizabeth P. Lesurer (1808 - 1862). 
He was the son of Nathaniel and Ann Allen Scales and an uncle of 
James Martin Scales. 


26R,. P. Richardson (1820 - 1905) was a prominent merchant, 
plantation owner and tobacco manufacturer of Reidsville. He was 
a member of Bethesda Church until the Reidsville Presbyterian 
Church was organized. 


277A. C. Lindsey was principal of Yanceyville Male Academy for 
Many years. He married, in June, 1843, Elizabeth L. Graves, daughter 
of Jeremiah. After her death, 17 December, 1851, he married a woman 
from Massachusetts, moved to McLeansville, Guilford County, and died 
there about 1865. 


28Colonel Jones was Ezekiel P. Jones, brother of Yancey and James. 
Zeke and Yancey were pioneer tobacco manufacturers and merchants in 
Yanceyville for many years. No marriage bond is found for Ezekiel. 
The three brothers were natives of Rockingham County and are believed 
to be the children of one Ezekiel Jones who lived on Hogan's Creek. 


?®Reverend John Watt Montgomery was born in Caswell County 
on October 24, 1825, to David and Jane Bethel Watt Montgomery. 
He was educated for the ministry at Union Seminary, Richmond, 
Virginia and at Princeton Seminary where he graduated in 1853. 
On August’ 26, 1855, he was ordained at Bethesda Church and in- 
stalled as pastor. He served there ten and one-half years 
during which time he also worked for Orange Presbytery to do 
missionary work in surrounding areas. He died at Gidding, Texas 
afebsyblebaye Ah WOE, 


3°Tizzie, the daughter of William M. Ellington, was attending 
Doll's academy in Madison. 


31Bllen Black was the daughter of Pleasant Black and his third 
wife, Matilda Dalton; she was born 10 July, 1836 and died 31 August, 
1875. She married first, 23 December, 1856, John B. Hoskins. He 
died two years later 10 August, 1858. On 24 March, 1861, the widow 
married Richard H. Webster. 


3? John Dupuy Watkins, a native of Cascade, Virginia, was a farmer 
and a merchant and a deacon in the Madison Presbyterian Church. He 
is said to have built the building which housed the Doll Female 
Academy. 
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38Martha Ann Scales, daughter of Colonel James Martin and 
his second wife, Martha Loftis Jones, was born in Stokes County, 
North Carolina in December, 1811. She marries, 29 September, 
1829, Alfred Moore Scales of Rockingham County. They resided 
in this county until 1850 when they moved to Varro County, Texas. 
She died 21 November, 1895. 


34Olenthia Hart, a native of Connecticut, was a teacher; she 
boarded with the Alexander M. Searcy family. The 1850 census 
shows her living in Caswell County with the John H. Pickard family. 
By 1860 she was in Rockingham County. She died circa 1872. 


35Reverend T. W. Tobey served as a missionary to China as a 
young man but had to resign from it because of his wife's poor 
health. Beginning in 1853 Reverend Tobey was pastor of Yancey- 
ville and Trinity Churches. His wife was Isabella Hall who was 
born 22 December, 1824 in Lancaster, Virginia; she died in 
Yanceyville 10 October, 1857. 


36William Brown Carter (15 July, 1814 - 4 March, 1888) was the 
son of Jesse Carter of Caswell County, North Carolina. His marriage 
bond to Elizabeth Gallaway, daughter of Robert and Mary S. Gallaway, 
is dated 11 December, 1838. The wife was deceased by the time of 
the 1860 census. William and Elizabeth Carter had eight children. 


37Mrs. Thomas Williamson apparently was the daughter of a Mr. 
Wilson who lived near Danville, Virginia but in Caswell County. 


38Thomas Williamson, a son of George Williamson, Sr. and 
Rebecca Slade, his wife, was born October 16, 1830. A search 
of the will and settlements of his father's estate consistently 
name him as Thomas L. Thomas and Lou Wilson, his young wife of 
less than a year, were both ill at her father's home and died 
there. 


39Probably Benjamin Hines who was a tailor. 


49The will of Thomas Stamps, 1855, names, among others, 
Dr. William L. Stamps. No relationship is indicated. 


41Mary M. Badgett, born 10 December, 1810, was the first wife 
of Alexander McAlpin; their marriage bond was dated 19 January, 1841 


42Alexander McAlpin (1796 - 1867) was a tailor and postmaster of 
Yanceyville. In 1838 he was an organizing elder of the Yanceyville 
Presbyterian Church. He served as Public Register of Caswell County 
from 1840 until his death. 
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Four members of the Rockingham County Historical Society 
have helped to identify many of the people mentioned in this 
excerpt from the Reverend Doll's diary. Ann Neal, Linda Vernon, 
Katherine Kerr Kendall and Robert W. Carter are competent genea- 
logists and we believe the identifying information is accurate. 


Space limitations make it impossible to document each source 
used in each identification, so as a general listing must suffice. 


Sources used include: 


Rockingham and Caswell Counties Wills, Deeds, Marriage 
Bonds and other records 


Early History of Yanceyville Presbyterian Church by 


Katherine Kerr Kendall 


"Miscellaneous Records of Caswell County, N.C." by 
Burch Blaylock 
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Cover Illustration 


Parade in Reidsville probably in May 1902 when Governor Charles B. 
Aycock came to speak on public education. The band is turning at the 
corner of Scales and Gilmer. The Fetzer and Mims Drug Store site was 
later occupied by the First National Bank. Photograph courtesy of Mrs. 
Jimmy Thompson. 
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Uncle Joe’s Reminiscences of Huntsville 
Township and Reidsville 


by 
J.C. Lasley 
edited by 
Robert W. Carter, Jr. 


Joe Cephus Lasley was born December 23, 1861 in southwestern 
Rockingham County between Rocky Springs and Stokesdale. His 
parents, Joseph W. and Eliza Pegram Laslev, were married in Guilford 
County in 1848. His father purchased a 228 acre farm on Belews Creek in 
Rockingham County in 1850. After completing his education at Oak Ridge 
Institute Lasey taught school and farmed for several years in Huntsville 
Township. He married Annie E. Southern on December 23, 1884. In 1890 
he purchased the old Thomas Roach farm (now University Estates) three 
miles northwest of Reidsville where he lived the remainder of his life. He 
continued to farm and served as mail carrier on Route 4, Reidsville from 
1906 until he retired on January 1, 1931. He died April 3, 1933 and was 
buried at Salem Methodist Church Cemetery one mile south of his home. 

During 1931 and 1932 Lasley wrote fifteen newspaper columns for the 
Reidsville Review concerning his early life in Huntsville Township and the 
early history of Reidsville. Lasley signed all the articles “Uncle Joe”. The 
newspaper articles are rambling reminiscences which were poorly arrang- 
ed. The editor has taken the liberty of reorganizing the material into a more 
readable form. “Uncle Joe” evidently talked with many of the older 
residents of the Reidsville area and recorded much information which the 
editor thinks is worthy of preservation. The material has been rearranged 
into chapters which have been given titles. The articles appeared in the 
following Reviews: 

September 11,18,30, October 20,30, November 2, 13, December 7, 
14, 1931: January 18, May 9, 20, 27, June 6,.1932. 


Country Life and Social Notes 


I do not remember anything about the Civil War, but I do remember 
seeing ragged, dirty and hungry soldiers coming to our home begging for 
something to eat, and seeing my mother giving them bread and meat. But 
my father who I do not remember seeing, did not come back, for he was 
sleeping in a lonely Confederate soldiers grave near Orange Court House, 
Virginia. Thus my mother and nine children were left without the love and 
protection of a kind and loving husband and father who gave his life for the 


“lost cause.” 
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To make matters worse my mother lost her hand and a part of her arm by 
it passing between the rollers of a wooden cane mill. . . after she was 
released from the mill which was quite a while she walked to the house and 
waited many hours before the doctor came and amputated her arm without 
the use of anesthetic. Not withstanding that every thing seemed to be 
against us the good Lord was with us for we always had meat and bread and 
clothing. Fish and game were in abundance and all we had to do was to go 
after it and we brought it back. 

The homes were built of logs as near springs of water as could be for they 
did not think that well water was healthy . .. they wanted to see where water 
came from before they drank it. What few wells were in use were left open at 
the top so rats, frogs and cats would and did fall into the wells and you can 
imagine the condition of the water. 

They had large fireplaces and plenty of wood so we did not get cold in 
the house. Most people had plenty of woolen blankets, feather beds and 
quilts which kept them warm in beds. All the farmers had choppings'in the 
winter and the “women folk” had quiltings and after supper they had a 
play, sometimes a dance-and the highest society of today could not enjoy 
themselves any more than they did. The church believed then that it was almost 
an unpardonable sin to dance, consequently a very few indulged in dancing. 

The crops that were raised in those days were the same as are raised 
today, except cotton*and flax. Many readers of The Review may have 
never seen flax growing. It depends on the fertility of the soil how tall it 
grows, but when it gets its growth, pods form on the top of the stalks that 
contains the seeds which is very sleek. When one got some trash in his eye he 
would put a flax seed in his eye to work the foreign matter out? When the 
flax ripened it was pulled up by its roots, the seed removed and the flax 
spread on the ground and when the stalk rotted it was taken up and broke 
to pieces with a flax break which separated fiber from stalk, when the fiber 
was hackeled, spun and woven into linen cloth which was made into table 
cloths, towels and various kinds of clothing. I remember seeing my mother 
spin the fiber into thread with a little flax wheel and then weave it into linen 
cloth. The short fiber was used also which made a very coarse cloth. 

The cotton when the balls opened was removed, the seed taken out, 
carded, spun into thread and woven into cloth. In fact the people raised 
what they ate and made what they wore except shoes which were made at 
home and from home tanned leather. 

A child wore long dresses ‘until it was old enough to crawl and then the 
girls wore short skirts till they were 12 or 13 years old and then long skirts 
until the style changed to short skirts a few years ago. It was a crime to see 
above a woman’s shoe tops in those days; they did not wear slippers in 
those days. The boys and men dressed in the styles somewhat like they do 
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today, but very common clothing. 

... (The women) knotted their hair on the top of their heads*°and wore 
what they called bustles which was made in a crescent shape and fastened 
around their waists just above their hips. They some time lost their bustles 
when dancing. Then there was the trail skirt which for collection of dirt 
dust the Reidsville street sweeper has not much more capacity. I remember 
seeing young men walking by the sides of their sweethearts holding to the 
trails of the skirts to keep them from dragging. When they went into church 
with the trails dragging, what a dust they did raise. They did not only wear 
long outer dress skirts but they wore as many as three or four under skirts 
fastened around their waists which was enough to kill any woman of today. 
I must not forget the (miserable) fashion of wasp waists shape by lacing— 
(or) the use of the corset which was very unnatural and also unhealthy. 

The people of those days did not have much machinery or labor saving 
devices or many buggies and carriages. The majority of people walked six 
and seven miles to church, store and post office—went to the post office 
once each week. Rural delivery (was) not thought of then.’ 

The farmers did not know anything but long hours and hard licks. Farm 
implements were quite ancient and tiresome to use. I can remember when 
there were no machine to thresh grain and separate it from the straw and 
chaff, but flailed it out with sticks. The first threshing machine was called a 
“ground hog”, but did not separate the grain from the chaff. About 1870 the 
“cleaner” came into use. It separated the grain from the straw and chaff. 

... The furniture was “home made” and did not consist of many pieces. 
There were no cook stoves or ranges in those days, but the cooking outfit 
consisted of a pot, skillet, frying pan, (dutch) oven and kettle. There was an 
adjustable pot rack, fastened up the chimney and the dinner pot was hung 
on that over the fire, and the skillet and oven were placed on the hearth and 
coals of fire were placed under and on top. When | think of the snap beans 
seasoned with home raised bacon, cold buttermilk, oven peach and potato 
pies, corn pones and butter, I can see and taste it in my imagination as 
though it all happened yesterday. 

In those good old days the people raised what they needed at home and 
a little tobacco. I can remember when the farmers cured their tobacco with 
wood and a little later burned coal kilns and cured their tobacco with coal.’ 
But flues soon took the place of all other modes of curing and are used 
altogether today.® ... There were no tobacco warehouses, so the farmers 
sold to the buyers at the barns. Farmers priced their own tobacco and 
usually received the prices they asked—from $5 to $30 per hundred. The 
prices depended on the demand and the supply as to the price they asked. 
The farmers had no organization so each farmer fixed his own price. 
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Sometimes one neighbor received more than another .. . and then 
wondered why he did not ask more. I don’t remember when the warehouse 
system for selling tobacco was established, but think it has been since the 
Civil War.’ 

Often games and amusements were engaged in by many which 
consisted of town ball, bull pen, cat paddle, marbles and many others. 
Social amusements consisted of dancing, stealing partners, fishing, pussy 
cat wants the corner and card playing. The music of the old time fiddle and 
banjo has never been surpassed. 

The time that I have in mind was before cigarettes were heard of.'° The 
men chewed tobacco and smoked the pipe. Many of the old women 
smoked the pipe also and many girls and young women used or dipped 
snuff. 

Most of the men and boys drank liquor — many got drunk and fought 
each other — usually fought with their fists - some times they would use 
knives, sticks and rocks. I was born and grew up near where four counties 
cornered.!! Blockade stills!” were located on almost every branch and 
in every hollow and these were the days of good liquor and open 
saloons. The effect on those who drank it was the same as today— 
caused men to be bad when if they had not drank they would have 
been good citizens. This section was called Egypt'*which had two rival 
kings —George Good and “Keeve” McKinsey. McKinsey killed Goode and 
was convicted of first degree murder and was sentenced to be hanged, but 
made good his escape and has never been caught. This happened about 
1875 or’76. After this happened, school houses and churches were built 
and in a great measure the still houses were abandoned and the people 
turned their attention to things worth while, and today that once God for- 
saken country has become one of the most prosperous farming sections in 
the county. 


Public Schools 


The public school buildings were built of logs and very rudely con- 
structed. I remember the first day that I went to school. The name of the 
school was Wessen’s, built of logs, a big fireplace; two doors; one long 
window; benches made of slabs without backs, and too high for little folks. 
My first seat wac on the end of one of these benches. Nothing to hold to, so 
when the boy sitting by me moved down to make room for another boy he 
pushed me off and I fell down on the floor. I can see myself getting up now 
and all the boys and girls laughing except one. My teacher’s name was 
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James Oakes, a one legged ex-Confederate soldier." 

Reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling and grammar were taught in the 
school... Some of the students . .. were expert spellers and mathematicians. . . 
They were equal to if not superior to some college graduates of today . . . 

I attended public school a short while each year for some time, after 
which I entered Oak Ridge Institute'*in the fall of 1881, the “dry year”... . I 
attended school there four years after which I entered the very responsible 
calling of teaching. 

Profs. Allen, Martin and Oscar Holt had charge of the Oak Ridge school 
when | attended. Oscar is the only one of the brothers now living. I shall 
never forgot them for their kindness to me . . . Charlie McMichael,’°(was) my 
desk mate. “Charlie” as he was familiarly known, was a little rough but he 
had a heart as big and tender as those nice watermelons that some of the 
boys caught when they went o’possum hunting. And I will never forget 
“Ossie” Fitzgerald, my room mate, who received boxes of good eats from 
his home and divided with me, and oh how good it tasted to a hungry 
student, and George Anderson of Yanceyville, a good friend of mine. 


Rockingham County Teacher’s Institute in Wentworth at the courthouse about 
1900. Conducted by Prof. Curtis. Man with beard at right is E.P. Ellington, 
Superintendent of the County Public Schools. Photograph courtesy of Billie 
Carter. 
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The 24 member North Carolina 3rd Regiment State Guard Band of Reidsville ina 


military parade during Gov, Charles B. Aycock’s visit to Reidsville on May 23, 
1902. Photograph courtesy Mrs. Hugh White. 


Governor Charles B. Aycock riding in Sam C. Penn’s carriage during a military 
parade on May 23, 1902 in Reidsville. Aycock spoke to an estimated 3,000 people 
in Leader’s Warehouse on the subject of universal education. He spent the night at 


the home of Penn who was a brother of F.R. Penn. Photograph courtesy Mrs. 
Jimmy Thompson. 
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Those who have died whom I recall are Reynolds, Waycaster, Rev. O.L. 
Martin, Setliff, a preacher and a born orator, T.E. Whitaker, my good friend 
and classmate who became the leading teacher and perhaps principal of 
the institution and hundreds of others . . . 

(The) first school that I tried to teach was Ridgefield, located about four 
miles southeast of Oak Ridge. Those families who patronized that school 
were Barkers, Nelsons, Stanleys, Staffords, Higgins and others. . . They 
were a fine bunch of boys and girls. .. My friend, T. Earl Whitaker, followed 
me the next year as teacher. 

The next school I taught was at Vaughn’s School house located between 
Madison and Stokesdale. I taught in this school several winters . . . 

The next and last school that I taught was Harrison’s school, near Har- 
rison’s Cross road."’ | taught this school two winters which completed my 
experience as school teacher. This was in the 1880s and 1890s before we 
had any school buildings except one room log buildings where one teacher 
was required to teach 60 to 70 pupils and all the grades (were) required to 
be taught in the public schools, so the teachers made about as much 
progress as the “cat eating the wedge.” For all this glorious work, most of 

‘the teachers received the enormous sum of $25 per month. The teachers 
were required to attend county institutes!* but it was more pleasure than a 
burden, because we had social gatherings of some kind every evening. 
Some of those who conducted the institute as I recall were Profs. McNeal,” 
N.S. Smith,?° Powell,”! the life of the school and others. But those dull days 
of public schools have gone forever. Governor Aycock” had the whole 
public school system made over, so better school buildings were provided 
and more competent teachers were employed and about the time 
everything was working nicely another crowd came and consolidated the 
schools and sold the Aycock school buildings at a great sacrifice and issued 
long time bonds for the expense of our magnificent school buildings which 
will cost in interest many times the amount of the principle. Everything 
considered, I doubt that the present system is superior to the Aycock 
system?3 .. . 


Religion 


I will only speak of the church and ministry as I saw them in “ye olden 
times” in and near the community in which I grew up. In the 60’s, 70’s and 
80’s there were but few churches,2*but the two kinds of Methodists” and 
Baptists?°had appointments near each other. Our home was the “home of the 
preachers” of all denominations,who wished to enter. We children, were 
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always glad when the preacher came for we had something“good to eat,” 
but we thought it required a very long time for them to get through eating as 
we had to wait for them to get through eating. 

For some time they preached in log school houses at homes and under 
bush arbors, but small churches were built later. Some of the churches that I 
attended were Palestine,?’Sardis,“Eden,”’Mt. Zion,*°Tabor,*’Goshen 
Bethel,??and Flat Rock.**Some of the preachers were Revs. Cicero Harris 
C.A. Pickens, McCullock, John Lewis, A.D. Betts, C.W. King, R.P. Troy, 
Alson Gray, A.G. Kirkman, Robert M. Stafford, father of Sheriff Stafford of 
Greensboro, T.J. Ogburn, Uncle “Blind Billie” Berry, who said that his wife 
was the prettiest woman he ever saw, Elders McNealy, Bodenhammer, 
Robert Shreves and Isaac Jones, all of whom have passed to their reward, 
except McCullock, I think. Protracted meeting season was a time of feasting 
and shouting, and if there was as much religion in their hearts as there was 
“good eats” in their stomachs after the feast no wonder their praises to 
God. If the young people of today should be at church and see some good 
woman rise up and commence shouting as I saw in my young day, they 
would call the police or fire department or something. 

The preachers of long ago were not educated and knew. .. little... about 
the sciences, Latin, Greek and psychology ... but they knew the Bible and 
they preached it with great power and in the spirit of the Holy Ghost, and no 
wonder the people said Amen and shouted praises to God. Many of the 
people possessed something that caused them to live a happy and 
contented life and die happy and what more could one desire. They did not 
worship riches, for they did not possess any. The people of today would not 
appreciate the preaching of the old time preacher, neither would the old 
timer appreciate the preaching of the old time preacher, neither would the 
old timer appreciate the sermons of the preachers of today. 

The Methodists had what was called the “mourners bench” and they 
believed in “ being born again”, a change of heart, and life, a “child of God,” 
and experimental religion. 

I remember the annual second Sunday in August was camp metting at 
Flat Rock.*They built huts all in rows. My mother owned one and tented 
every year. We all had a glorious time. Some of those who tented were the 
Ogburns, Barhams, Williams, Herbins, Pegram and many others. The 
preaching was under an arbor and the preaching, singing, shouting they did 
have! I will never forget a sermon the Rev. Mr. Ball preached from the 
subject, “The new birth and the white robe,” and I will never forget old Flat 
Rock camp meetings for it was the place of my spiritual birth also, 
thousands of others, the most of whom have gone from the old camp ground 
to eternal mansions above. 

The preachers of those days traveled over a large territory and preached 
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almost every day. Some walked, others road horse back. The Methodist 
preachers received a salary ranging from one hundred to two hundred and 
fifty dollars per anum.. . 


Courtship 


The young people in those days were very bashful. If it was “love on first 
sight” they saw each other many, many times before they “made the 
match.” They did most of their courting at the girl’s home. The old folks had 
a “bed time” and if the young man did not go home at that time he would 
wish he had afterwards. Sweethearts were invariably watched by the kids as 
well as their parents. Some few rode horse back to church. The girls used 
side saddles—placed their right leg over the horn of the saddle and the left 
foot in the stirrup. It was great pleasure for a young man to help a lady on 
the horse and place her foot in the stirrup and tuck her dress down over her 
feet and when she got to church the young men would run arace to help her 
off the horse, tie it and accompany her to the church but sometimes another 
young man would escort her to the church while the other man tied her 
horse. Rival lovers would sometimes fight over their sweethearts and the 
girls would occasionally pull each others hair. That was long before the days 
of bobbed (short) hair. 

Sometimes a jealous lover would play pranks on his rival. He would take 
the taps from the wheels of his rival’s buggy so when he drove off the wheels 
would run off and the buggy would fall into the ground. Sometimes they 
would be real mean and take the wheels off and hide them. 

An old time wedding was a grand event. It required weeks to prepare for 
a wedding. Cakes were baked, hams were boiled, chickens baked, the 
house decorated and invitations sent out. It required quite a while to make 
the wedding dress and “gowns.” When the day and hour came the marriage 
vows were taken and the bride and groom with the guests were seated 
around a long table and enjoyed a delicious and bountiful supper as they 
called it then. The bride and groom spent the night at her (parents) home 
and the next day they attended a reception or “infair’ at the groom’s home. 
The bridal tour in those days did not extend much further for the bride than 
the kitchen and the wash tub and for the groom than the wood pile and the 
farm. 

Married life was usually a happy and contented life; they did not have 
much wealth and did not expect much. Divorces were almost unknown. In 
those days marriage was “unto death do we part.” 
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Reidsville 


Our children ought to know the history of their town as well as their 
county and state. They ought to know its boundaries, its streets, its 
manufacturing district, residential section, public buildings and the sites of 
places of historic interest like the old muster field, the first store and the post 
office and the little cemetery just off Main Street**where the “forefathers of 
the hamlet sleep.” Here are buried Reuben Reid,*° father of Governor Reid; 
William Lindsey,*’pioneer merchant, manufacturer and businessman; 
Joseph Holderby,**merchant and justice of the peace, and others. 

Uncle Tim Smith used to talk about Reidsville as he knew it when a boy, 
how a barbecue was given the volunteer soldiers who went from this 
section to fight against Mexico, etc. The feast was given in a field now 
covered in part by the Hendrix and Stiers buildings”on Scales Street, and 
was some barbecue. But Uncle Tim is gone, and his reminiscences for the 
most part are buried with him. 

At the close of the Civil War 66 years ago a little village, now Reidsville, 
which was composed of 6 buildings I think was or had been called Lindsey’s 
Cross Roads,*°was surrounded by woods and farms. Flem Terry,*!the 
oldest living resident of Reidsville named and gave locations of most of the 
buildings which I will give memory. One double log building and one store 
building owned by William Lindsey, . . . the William Lindsey residence... on 
Main Street,’“a lumber house, blacksmith shop, factory and store on the 
block opposite Pinnix’ Warehouse,*’one cottage where the post office“*is 
now located. The cottage was moved and is now located north of The 
Review office and is occupied by a colored family. The house is not valued 
by its looks but is respected for its old age. This cottage was built and 
occupied by John Williams.* One wheelwright building located near 
where the fire department is located,*°one cottage located near where 
Cain’s Store is located. This property or block located between Gilmer and 
Morehead Streets, South Scales and the railroad, was owned by Henry 
Holt*’which he sold for $1,000 and “went west to get rich.” He could have 
become rich if he should have remained here a few years longer and waited 
to sell his property. 

One store building located between the old city hall and the railroad, 
owned and occupied by Lindsey & Reid (Wm. and Hugh). Near this 
building was Flem Terry’s building used for (a) post office and Mr. Tesh’s 
jewelry store.**One Confederate government building which was located 
where the Richardson factory was burned.*’The tithes were stored away in 
this building. The Confederate government collected one-tenth of the 
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income from the people . . . for the support of the Civil War.” 

The Matlock building which is located on the opposite side ot the 
railroad from the American Tobacco Company building. This building is a 
large two story frame building. One other building was located near where 
the colored theatre”’is located west of the depot. 

The first railroad was built by the Confederate government during the 
Civil War which connected Greensboro and Danville by rail.°*After the 
smoke and noise of the many battles of the Civil War rolled away and the 
dead soldiers were buried and the tears of sorrow were dried sufficiently to 
get their bearing Reidsville began to grow. As the people built their homes in the 
country so they would be near springs so they would be convenient to water, so 
people in Reidsville built their stores at first near the railroad so they would not 
have far to carry their goods. Ina short time. .. many stores (were) built near the 
depot. James Harris owned a whole block of store buildings which were 
destroyed by fire°*after which stores began to be built in many parts of town. 


The furniture and undertaking establishment of “Uncle Tim” Smith on Scales 
Street in Reidsville shortly after 1900. The three people in the doorway left to right 
are: Fletcher Waynick, Mattie Waynick Jacobs and “Tim” Smith. The store stood 
near the site of the present Link Brothers Pharmacy. Photograph courtesy Fletcher 


Waynick. 
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This photgraph is believed to be a view of Farmer's Tobacco Warehouse in 
Reidsville during the 1870's. Capt. E.D. Paschal and Parrish operated the 
warehouse in 1874 but by 1876 Capt. Paschal and Smith were the owners. The 
warehouse burned and was rebuilt but is not shown on the 1885 Sanborn Map. 
Photograph courtesy Mrs. Hugh White. 


The first warehouse for the sale of leaf tobacco was built around 
1870.°*Major Oakes built the first one which is now located .. . near the 
American Tobacco company, (now) used by W.T. Wootton as a concrete 
pipe factory. I will name other warehouses as I remember them, to-wit: Star 
.. . Piedmont, Redds, Leader, Watts and Pinnix. The first bank that I 
remember was located in a small brick building across the railroad not far 
from A.H. Motley’s factory.” 

Joseph Holderby was the first merchant?°and his son (in-law) William 
Lindsey succeeded him and formed a partnership with Hugh Reid,°’the 
stock of goods from Lindsey’s store to a building west of the railroad near 
where the old town hall is now located. The late Elder James Harris and his 
brother Ruff and several others I do not recall, were among the first 
merchants of Reidsville after the Civil War. 

- Many different companies have engaged in the manufacture of tobacco. 
I will name some of them—Barnes, Redd, A.H. Motley, Harris Bros., F.R. 
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Letterhead of Leader Warehouse which was built on Gilmer Street between 1885 
and 1890. The tobacco sales were conducted on the second floor with stores 
occupying the street level portion of the building. The building, which was on the 
present site of the J.C. Penney Store, was torn down in the 1920’s. Letterhead 
courtesy Tommie Sutton. 
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Letterhead of Pinnix’ Warehouse erected on Scales Street byd.S. Pinnix in 1909. 
- In 1929 Pinnix built a new warehouse on Settle Street. This building was on this 
site of the former McCrory’s Store which is now vacant. Letterhead courtesy 
Tommie Sutton. 
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Letterhead of J.H. Walker & Company dated May 1890. This building was erected 
in 1887 and burned in September 1890 but was soon replaced with a building 
which still stands at the corner of Settle and Way Streets. Letterhead courtesy 
David M. Walker 


Do 


The Journal of Rockingham County History and Genealogy 


Penn, the home of Red Jay, Watt and Penn and R.P. Richardson, all of 
these factories**have gone out of business. 

There were but few lawyers, doctors and preachers located in Reidsville. 
.. Drs. Patrick, Courts, Matthews and Balsley.®’ There were but few lawyers 
fifty years ago. (We) did not need many. When parties could not agree they 
usually fought it out and the one who got whipped usually gave over and 
made friends. James T. Morehead,°°’who was located in Greensboro, did 
alot of business in and around Reidsville. ... A few lawyers that I remember 
who located in Reidsville (were) David S. Reid, Col. Boyd, Scott & Reid.°®' 

Some of the first preachers were Rev. John Lewis and Dr. Reid,°*-Numa 
Reid’s father, Rev. Mr. Jones,“Elders Dameron, Rob Shreve and 
Birch,“Primitive Baptist. In those days the “world was the preachers 
parish”—that is they traveled and preached .. . in school houses, at homes 
and in the groves. 

I must not forget the grain mills and our bakery... I think Richard Wray 
operated the first corn mill and J.H. Walker and Hubbard later operated a 
corn and wheat mill for a number of years and sold to ex-Sheriff 
Wray.°’Another corn and wheat mill® is located near the depot and 
another corn mill®’ is located on the North Scales Street opposite the silk 
mill. 


The American Tobacco Company in 1917. Photograph courtesy Mrs. Hugh White. 
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The leaf tobacco house of A.M. Burton at the corner of 
Morehead and Arlington Streets. The building was 
built prior to 1885 and was torn down during the 
1950’s or 1960’s. Photograph by Billie Jacobs Wright. 


The old Reidsville City Market about 1908. The building erected in the 
1880's served as a public market on the ground floor with the City Hall 
and Courtroom upstairs and remained in use until the early 1920's. Left 
to right: George Windsor, Cliff Jones, John Will DeLancey, James Blair 
Gardner, Sr.; Cosmo Benson, Ed Mayo, Sam Fels, William Littleton 
Gardner and Genie Coker. Photograph courtesy Littleton Gardner. 
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J.B. Hazel standing in front of William (Buck) Young’s new 
furniture store in 1909. Courtesy Mrs. Hugh White. 


This photo taken in the early 1900's in front of the Bank of Reidsville building on 
Morehead Street is believed to show the members of the Scales-Boyd Camp of 
Confederate Veterans. The camp was organized ca. 1898 and often met at the 
nearby Hotel Rockingham on the corner of Main and Morehead Streets. 


Photograph courtesy Jimmy Worsham and the Special Collection Room of 
Rockingham Community College. 
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Reidsville Schools 


Misses Mollie Irvin and Sallie Brent conducted a school in the old Lindsey 
(formerly Holderby) store building which stood at the intersection of Main and 
Lindsey streets, in the early 70’s. Such was its popularity that H.K. Reid and 
Wm. Lindsey, twin pillars of Reidsville’s financial structure, volunteered to 
build the teachers a better building, and work was nearly finished on the 
same when cupid intervened and Miss Irvin became the wife of Bedford 
Crafton, a gallant widower. This ended the school and the new building 
was changed to a residence and is now the home of Mrs. R.B. Chance, 
opposite the Belvedere Hotel. Miss Brent later joined the faculty of the 
Greensboro graded schools. A daughter of Mrs. Bedford Crafton, Mrs. 
Robert Raliffe, followed her mother in the teaching profession and was for 
several years a teacher in the Reidsville graded schools. 

(Another school) was that of Rev. P.H. Fontaine®* (who) was one of the 
most versatile men Reidsville has known. Preacher, teacher, civil engineer, 
inventor and above all, a Christian gentleman, his memory is a benediction. 
He was the pastor of the Baptist Church here for many years and led his flock in 
the erection of their present building on Main Street in 1882. 


Public School class at old Franklin Street School in the early 1900's. Photograph 
courtesy Mrs. Hugh White. 
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The Reidsville Seminary on Lawsonuille Ave. about 1908. Photograph courtesy 
Jean Harrington. 


The First Baptist Church of Reidsville on Main Street about 1900. The center 
portion of the church was erected in 1882 thus making it the oldest church 
building in Reidsville. A new sanctuary was built adjoining the old building in 
1974. Photograph courtesy Tommie Sutton. 
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The Reidsville Seminary, under the direction of Miss Emma Scales,°’a sister 
of Governor Scales, did a fine work in the 70’s and early 80’s, which was 
continued by her successor, Miss Anne Hughes,’’daughter of Samuel Hughes, 
the noted Orange County teacher, Prof. Hazel Norwood and wife; Miss Minnie 
Williamson. Prof. H.A. Hayes and his excellent wife; Prof. Frank H. Curtiss and 
others. Mrs. V.F. Williamson and Mrs. Wayett’'were music teachers at the 
seminary. Mrs. H.E. Thomas taught music pupil at her home for some time. 

Misses Mattie and Sue Norman, daughters of Rev. Alfred Norman, a 
Methodist minister. conducted a private school for quite a while. Later, Miss 
Mattie became the wife of John Y. Stokes. Of this offspring whom I recall. 
are now livina: John and William, Miss Susie and Mary is Mrs. Percy Dailev. 
Miss Sue Norman became the wife of James H. Womack, six of her 
children are living, viz. Misses Mary, Marion and Margaret. and Abe, James 
and Nathan.’” 

Prof. Narcom and Prof. R.S. Powell were faithful and competent 
teachers back .. . in the 80’s. Prof. Hobgood,” the pioneer teacher... 
succeeded well in his work. His grandson, Hon. Frank Hancock,”‘of 
Oxford, represents the fifth congressional district in Congress. Prof. J.H. 
Hall conducted an excellent school for several years on Main Street, quitting 
the school to go into business. He and his wife now reside in Norfolk, Va., 
having been married for more than half a century. Prof. Phillips conducted 


A Reidsville parade turns the corner of Scales and Gilmer Streets. This may be the 
parade staged when Gov. Charles B. Aycock visited Reidsville to make a speech in 
May 1902. The store of Harris and Hubbard can be seenat the northeast corner of 
Scales and Gilmer and at the far right are the skylights of Watt's Warehouse 
Number Two. Originally built as the Eagle Warehouse prior to 1885 the building 
was torn down by 1921. Photograph courtesy Mrs. Jimmy Thompson. 
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a select preparatory school for boys here in the 90’s but it did not last very 
long. 

Prof. Geo. R. McNeill was the principal of a well patronized boys school 
on Lindsey street prior to the establishment of the Reidsville graded schools 
in 1887, when he took up the larger work of superintendent of our city 
schools. The first graded school was built on Lindsey street... it has been 
torn down and removed and the lot . . . is now vacant. Two champions of 
the graded schools stand out in bold relief, Col. John R. Webster’ and Will 
P. Watt. The latter served on the graded schools committee for several years. 
Col. Webster was not surpassed even by Governor Aycock in his zeal for 
universal education. He preached it in season and out of season as the cure 
for the south’s peculiar needs. Reidsville could never have been industrially 
what it is, but for the establishment of its splendid public schools forty years 
ago. 


Physicians 


I may have failed to include Dr. Jeff Scales,’° Dr. John W. Smith, Dr. 
Woodruffe, Dr. T. Hughes and Dr. Please Hay” in the list of physicians who 
have ministered to the sick of the community in by-gone days. Dr.Sid 
Powell”*also practiced medicine here for some time, having moved 
here from Virginia in the 80’s. Reidsville had no resident dentist for many 
years, but was served by visiting dentists-Dr. Field,’””? of Leaksville, (I 
remember him, he pulled some teeth for me), Dr. Canady, of Chatham, Va., 
and others. Dr. Babcock, a brother-in-law of Governor Fowle, located here 
for some time in... 1885. Dr. C.A. Rominger was the next dentist to locate 
and remained for years, doing a very successful business, sold out to Dr. 
Meador” and moved with his family to Zion City, IIl.,°? where he remained 
till his death some years ago. Mrs. D.W. Johnson was his sister. 


Merchants 


Some old time merchants I failed to mention were J.B.Parrish,®? Tom 
Dailey, John Lamberth, A.J. “Tan” Smith, Dave Barnes, D.E. Morris,®* 
Uncle Tommie Moore and the wholesale and retail firm of Whitsett & 
Crafton.” In later years came that enterprising merchant, Capt. J.M. 
Waddill, and all of us remember the New York Racket,*® operated by Terry, 
Lindsey & Co. S.N. White was another old-timer who did a lively business. 
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A.H. Michaels conducted a drug store in the old opera house building and 
was succeeded by Francis Womack, then a young pharmacist, fresh from 
the University of North Carolina. JH. Benson and W.C. Keatts were the 
harness makers in the early years of Reidsville’s growth. I must not fail to 
mention R.G. Gladstone, the tinner, the father of the late Capt. R.G., Jr. and 
the wife of ex-sheriff Wray. J.J. Martin was the first undertaker and I must 
not fail to mention Uncle Tim Smith, the old furniture dealer and under- 
taker. No one could surpass him in the sympathetic and dignified service he 
rendered on funeral occasions. A.L. Morris was Reidsville’s first florist, back 
in the ’80’s, but there was small demand then for flowers for social and 
funeral occasions. 


S 


J.H. Burton’s leaf tobacco house near the northeast corner of 
Scales and Settle Streets in 1899. This building was erected 
prior to 1885 when it was occupied as a tobacco factory by the 
Denny and Lyle Tobacco Company. The building was torn down 
in the 1930’s. Photograph courtesy Weldon G. Carter and the 
Special Collection Room of Rockingham Community College 
Library. 
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Other Businesses 


T.W. Field*® moved his sawmill and gristmill in from the country in the 
80’s and later sold out to R.H. Wray. Squire G.M. Hazell moved here from 
Alamance county and engaged in the milling business for a while. The old 
John A. Smith tobacco factory*’ still stands on the corner of Scales and 
Settle streets and the William Lindsey tobacco factory™ once stood on the 
opposite corner of the street .. . The old brick tobacco factory operated in 
bygone days by Mat Redd*’still stands on the corner of the street near Harris 
Bros. factory building.”” The old Barnes Factory still survives, also being 
located on East Market street. 

The original home of the Bank of Reidsville, established in 1882, was in 
the old opera house building’! next to Michael's drug store. The Citizens 
Bank,’ now the United Bank and Trust Co., established in 1885, was 
opened in the old Lindsey and Harris store building, corner East Market 
and Morehead streets, now used for storage purposes. The Reidsville 
Review first saw the light in the second story of the Bank of Reidsville build- 
ing which stood in the corner of Mrs. A.H. Motley’s lawn. Col. A.J. Boyd, 
collector, opened the internal revenue office of the fifth N.C. district in this 
building in 1885 and 1886. 


The Citizens Bank on the southwest corner of Scales and Gilmer Streets 
was built in 1913 by The Melton Construction Company of Washington, 
D.C. The building which was designed by Lee & Diehl Architects of 
Norfolk, Virginia was torn down several years ago. Photograph courtesy 
Tommie Sutton. 
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Reidsville Newspapers 


We must not fail to mention . . . our newspapers and editors who have 
published them at different times. Reidsville’s first newspaper, The Record 
was established about 1872, with Bob Albright, of Greensboro as editor.“ The 
Record was followed by the Reidsville News, which had for its editors at 
Record was followed by the Reidsville News which had for its editors at 
different times, R.S. Bethell, J.W. Reid,??Dr. W.C. Staples and J.R. Webster. 
Under Col. Webster’s editorship, the paper became Webster’s Dollar 
Weekly; in 1885 it was changed to Webster’s Weekly, and so continued till 
1915, when it ceased publication.”®. 

The Reidsville Times was published by Capt. T.C. Evans till he sold it in 
1884 to S.W. Paisley and C.F. Lewis. Lewis became the sole owner after a 
few months and continued the paper for several years. 

The Reidsville Democrat was established by R.J. and C.R. Oliver and 
Bob Lomax in 1887. It was succeeded by the Reidsville Review in 1889, 
with Ed Gilliam?’as editor. In 1890 RJ. and C.R. Oliver again entered the 
newspaper game, becoming associated with Giliam in the publication of The 
Review. In 1896 John T. Manton Oliver owned The Review jointly until 1907 
when RJ. Oliver rejoined the company. Some years later William M. Oliver also 
became a partner. The Review issued an afternoon daily for several months in 
1890. 

Drew Wade published The Daily Call, a morning paper, for some while in 
1888. Frank H. Gibson and Rodney R. Willis published an afternoon daily in 
1915. WP. Ware published The Southern Star in the 1870's.” 

Reidsville has had other journalistic ventures. Chief of these might be 
mentioned are The Belle Lettres, a literary monthly, started by Ed Gilliam in 
1884.” Subsequently he was joined by James Chester Rockwell, who became 
a Baptist minister, and was the father of Giffen Rockwell, who was killed in the 
flying service in France during the World War. 


The Reidsville Review building on the corner of 
Northwest Market and Morehead Streets about 1918. 
Photograph from The Reidsville Review, August 1; 
1979. 
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The Whiskey Business 


In the 80’s . . . (Reidsville) had somewhere around twenty licensed 
saloons.\°There were but few restrictions, and they were scattered all 
over the business district. Those who enjoyed “putting their feet on the 
brass rail and blowing the foam from a glass of beer” had full liberty; while 
those who liked their liquor straight or with sugar in it, were likewise 
unfettered. The juice flowed in a steady stream from the hills of Stokes and 
Patrick and no one lacked who was thirsty.'°' There were good citizens who 
... thought it attracted trade; that it helped the tobacco market. However, 
the time came when leading whiskey men said it would be better to raise the 
license tax and have fewer and better saloons. This view prevailed and the 
business was restricted to West Market street from its intersection with the 
south side of Morehead to the south side of Gilmer, inclusive, a distance of 
less than two hundred yards; and the number of saloons was cut to 
something like half a dozen. The little fellows were taxed out of existence. 

When North Carolina rejected state prohibition in 1881 by more than 
100,000 majority and Rockingham County went wet by 3,058 to 401, or 
nearly eight to one, it seemed an idle dream to expect prohibition little short 


Scene in Sprinkle’s Saloon on Market Street in Reidsville sometime prior to 1909. 
Left to right: Ike Sharp, Billie (Saloon owner), Charlie Thomas, Babe Hooper(bartender), 
and Bob Parrish. Photograph courtesy Mrs. Jimmy Thompson. 
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of the millenium. Even Bob Glenn was among the Elizhs unmajority and he 
was content to abide their verdict. Well,the state voted dry in 1908. Twelve 
vears later the 18th amendment to the federal constitution prohibiting the 
beverge traffic in intoxicating liquors was adopted by every state in the 
union except two. Frankly, I never expected to live long enough to witness 
this pentecost of temperance. 

I do not say that prohibition is being enforced as it ought to be, but I do 
say that prohibition at its worst is better than the licensed traffic ever was at 
its best. There is no comparison between the good order we have on our 
streets and in public places now and what it was in saloon days. It is true, 
there are bootleggers under prohibition; there were blockaders under 
license. Stokes county had its Smithtown'°’and Patrick its Shooting 
Creek’ under license. There was no closed season for shooting revenue 
officers then. Caswell had it “Hell’s Half Acre”'°**and Rockingham its “Plug 
Tite’!°°on the Virginia border . . . (Liquor) was used to be brought in by the 
wagon load and the (railroad) car load, in the day time and the night time and it 
was commonly reported that one saloon received a car load just before 
Christmas in 1908, which had to be disposed of before January 1, when the 
long dry spell was scheduled to go into effect. 

Reidsville had tried low license, high license, and for twenty-two years 
now had no license, and the argument is all on the side of the last named 
experiment.’°° 


“Fun” in Sprinkle’s Saloon. Note the low prices of meals. left to right: Tom Grogan 
Albert Fitzgerald, “Sheriff’ Weldon Rascoe, and Charlie Thomas. Photograph 
courtesy Mrs. Jimmy Thompson 
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The town of Reidsville was incorporated in 1873. The act of incorporation 
named M. Oaks as Mayor'®’’with D. Barnes, W.S. Allen, J.M. Harris, Wm. 
Lindsey and R.T.Williams'°’as commissioners. The first fire engine was 
purchased in 1884. There was a water cistern'*’which held a supply of 
75,000 gallons of water and I have been told that the only reason that all of 
those stores and warehouses and hotels were burned was that there was 
not enough rubber hose to reach the burning buildings. The Harris Bros. 
lost their fortune in that fire''°and E. Ruff Harris said that he never has 
regained his but has paid all that he owed. 

I failed to mention Dr. Craig,!!'who was pastor of the Presbyterian church 
43 years. He was very popular and admired by .. . everyone. And Elder 
Hardy'!’was also a faithful preacher and a public spirited citizen. His son 
now lives in Reidsville. 

The first Reidsville postmaster was David S. Reid only 17 years old when 
he was appointed (on October 24, 1829) having been born on April 19, 
1813, in Rockingham County. He is a very striking example of a “self made 
man.” He became a lawyer of great ability. He represented Rockingham 
County as state senator several terms, was a U.S. senator, a member of 
Congress and was elected first Democratic governor of North Carolina in 
1850. ...Reid was a very kind hearted man, had respect for and was 
fearless champion of the peoples rights. He was very fond of children and 
they all loved him. I remember being in his law office in Wentworth with my 
mother and he gave me some candy and patted me on the head and said to 
my mother, “You have a fine son and he will become a great man some 
day.” This happened after he had retired from politics and long before 
women could vote. His prophecy have never come true for I have never 
amounted to much. He died in 1891. 

The following is a list of those who subsequently served as postmaster 
(after David S. Reid 1829-1836) and date of appointment: Reuben Reid, 
September 5, 1836; Robert P. Richardson,'’’July 9, 1852; Victor M. 
Holderby,!"*April 26, 1853; Marcus Holderby,!“May 27, 1854; Wm. 
Lindsey, December 17, 1858; Sarah H. Lindsey,''°February 5, 1866; 
Stephen F. Terry, April 19, 1866; Richard H. Wray,'!’May 31, 1872; John 
W. Smith,'’’November 29, 1872; Stephen F. Terry, April 10, 1874; 
Richard H. Wray, January 6, 1876;J.A. Bennett,'!?July 22, 1885; John R. 
Joyce,’*°August 2, 1889; Alexander H. Galloway,’*'!February 19, 1894; 
James F. Wray, July 1, 1897; John R. Joyce, August 30, 1906; Robert S. 
Montgomery,'*December 23, 1913; William R. Anderson,'**May 4, 1921. 
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“Uncle Joe” Lasley and wife Annie and granddaughter 
Vivian Lasley (Montgomery) in 1932. Photograph courtesy 
Dr. Jesse T. Lasley. 
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Evan’s Exciting Experience 


I have in mind a friend who was connected with the Bank of Reidsville, 
30 or more years ago, who is favorably remembered by the most of the 
older people of Reidsville, but is now vice cashier of the Fifth Third Union 
Trust Company of Cincinnati, Ohio. The gentleman I have in mind is 
Charles N. Evans. If you remember him I suppose that you will recall a very 
exciting experience that happened in Poplar Lake’**some 30 odd years 
ago which I will relate. 

It was the month of January say, 1896,'°snow on the ground, wind 
blowing, the thermometer registered about 10 degrees above zero, the sun 
was shining on the fallen snow which presented a scene of dazzling beauty. 
In the afternoon C.N. Evans, Jefferson Penn’”°and three other young men 
whose names | do not recall, all on horseback, hastened to Poplar Lake 
about three miles northwest of Reidsville with pleasant anticipation of 
enjoying the evening in skating on the ice on the lake. When the party 
started to skate across the lake Mr. Evans got on thin ice and went through 
into the deep icy water, but managed to come up and catch on to the 
broken ice, time and again, only to break and sink into the chilly water, but 
Providence came to his rescue through the aid to Jeff Penn who conveyeda 
fence rail to Mr. Evans, who managed to pull himself on it and move himself 
to the shore, but almost exhausted and frozen. They managed to carry him 
to a farm house (J.C. Lasley’s) on the hill near the lake, where he was 
thawed and furnished dry clothing, and Mrs. Lasley served him with hot 
coffee. To use his own words, “I have always been a great lover of good 
coffee but that was the best coffee that I ever tasted.” The news had reached 
town that Mr. Evans lost his life in the lake, so J.F. Watlinton’”’and “Bob” 
Denny hastened to the lake in a hack with a bed upon which his dead body 
was to lie to be moved to Reidsville, but to their agreeable surprise the 
supposed “corpse” preceded them back to Reidsville and in a few days he 
was himself again. 

P.S. Poplar Lake is now Corn Jug Farm,'**owned by Jeff Penn. 

Now with this letter I close my sketches of the early history and growth of 
Reidsville, feeling that my efforts have been very feeble and imperfect, but 
have done the best that I could unless I had have received more co- 
operation. Hope that some one who can write history better than I can will 
follow me and write a more complete history of our growing city of 
Reidsville. 


Uncle Joe. 
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Notes 


1A “chopping” took place when the local men gathered to help a neighbor cut firewood for 
curing tobacco or for the home. These events occurred in the late winter months and 
continued as late as the 1940's. 

“Rockingham County produced only enough cotton to supply the local demand. 

3 Tradition says that during early railroading days some conductors carried flax seed in the 
event one of the passengers got a cinder in his eye. 

4Until the early 1900’s both small boys and girls were clothed in dresses. 

© During this period most women never had their hair cut during their lifetime. 

Rural free delivery began in the Reidsville area on March 31, 1902. Four additional routes 
were added in 1903. The Reidsville Review, April 7, 1903. 

7 Before and after the Civil War farmers burned wood in kilns to form charcoal which was 
placed on the barn floor to cure tobacco. 

8Rock furnances and metal flue pipes came into widespread use in the 1880's. 

9The first tobacco auction warehouse in Reidsville was built in 1872 by Mortimer Oakes. 
In Stoneville the first warehouse was opened on November 1, 1877 by R.H. Lewis. 

10 Cigarettes did not come into widespread use in the country until World War I. 

11The four counties were Rockingham, Stokes, Guilford and Forsyth. 

12 The operation of distilleries was legal; however the product was highly taxed by the 
government and some people operated blockade (or hidden) distilleries to escape the tax. 
Some distillers used the tax stamps twice or stole their own whiskey. 

13 There is a section of poor land in the southwestern corner of Stokes County near Belews 
Creek called Egypt. It is not clear if Lasley meant that the southwestern corner of Rockingham 
was once also known as Egypt. 

14 James Oakes (1842-1904) is buried at Flat Rock Methodist Church. 

15 Oak Ridge Institute in Guilford County was built during 1851-1852. In order to complete 
high school in the nineteeth century it was necessary to attend a private school such as Oak 
Ridge. 

16Charlie McMichael became a lawyer and lived in Madison and Wentworth before moving 
to Winston-Salem. He and his brother, Pleas, owned two flour and grist mills in Rockingham 
County in the early 1900's. 

1 Harrison’s Crossroads is located three miles north of Reidsville. 

'8The County Institutes for teachers were held at Wentworth. : 

1° George R. McNeill was the first superintendent of the Reidsville Graded School in 1887. 

20Nathaniel S. Smith was appointed Superintendent of Public Instruction for Rockingham 
County in 1881. 

2lRobert S. Powell, a native of Culpepper County, Virginia, m 
where he was a school teacher. 

?2Charles B. Aycock was governor of North Carolina from 1901-1905 and was a crusader 
for universal education. 

*3Here Lasley expresses a conservative view which was widespread at the time. 

2414 Huntsville Township where Lasley grew up most of the churches were formed 
Civil War. 

5The two groups of Methodists were the Methodist Ep 
Methodist Protestant which was sometimes known as the 
in a division from the M.E. church in the early 1800's. i ane 
southern Rockingham County. The two groups merged in ai 

©The Baptist hice aided into the Missionary Baptist and the Primitive Baptist in the 


oved to Reidsville in 1880 


after the 


iscopal often called the M.E. and the 
MP. Church. The latter sect formed 
p was strong in Guilford and in 
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1830’s. 

?7Dalestine Methodist Church is located betwen Ellisboro and Stokesdale. It was organized 
as a M.P. Church and a frame building was erected after the Civil War. 

28 Sardis Primitive Baptist Church was organized in 1801 and has been located at four sites. 
It has been located on the present site off U.S. Highway 220 since the 1870's. 

*°The trustees of Eden Methodist Episcopal Church purchased a lot from J. Wright Moore 
on May 1, 1874. (Deed book 3dE, 213) The church is located between Ellisboro and Belews 
Creek Lake. One wonders if the nearby area known as Eaypt had anything to do with the 
selection of church names such as Eden and Palestine. 

°°Mt. Zion Methodist Episcopal Church was organized as early as 1877. (The Reidsville 
News, March 3, 1877). The trustees of Mt. Zion purchased a lot in 1883. (Deed book 3dW, 
353.) The church is located east of Belews Creek Lake two miles north of Stokesdale. 

“I Mt. Tabor Methodist Episcopal Church on the old Baggage Road (now U.S. 220) was 
organized in 1887 and erected their first church building in 1899. (Deed Book 122, p.391.) 

32 Bethel Methodist Church is located in Guilford County. 

°3 Flat Rock Methodist Church in Guilford County was organized as aM.P. Churchin1831. 
The church was named for a huge granite deposit which later became a rock quarry. 

“4The Flat Rock Camp Meeting was among the most widely known in the Guilford and 
Rockingham County area during the latter part of the nineteenth century. According to the 
North Carolina Laws of 1872-73, Flat Rock Camp Ground was incorpor ited to prohibit the 
sale of liquor within one mile of the corporation during the camp meeting. 

The Reid Family Cemetery is located behind the First Baptist Church on Main Street. 

°Reuben Reid (1787-1852) purchased part of the land that later became Reidsville from 
Edward Newnam on May 13, 1814. (Deed Book P, 229). Reid was a merchant, tavern keeper, 
postmaster and justice of the peace. He was the father of Governor David S. Reid. 

37 William Lindsey (1829-1889) purchased the former Reid farm from Joseph Holderby in 
1860 (Deed Book 2dY, 470) and operated Reid’s old store and manufactured plug tobacco 
until the village of Reidsville developed. Later he built a new store and tobacco factory on West 
Market Street. 

38 Joseph Holderby (1803-1875), a native of Brunswick County, Virginia, purchased the 
former Reuben Reid land in 1855. His son-in-law, William Lindsey, purchased most of the 
Reid farm from him in 1860. He kept a tract along the railroad survey where he began selling 
lots in 1863 expressing his conviction that the place from its central location, accessibility from the 
surrounding counties, and its high elevation and healthful surroundings, would some day 
become quite a town.” (From Sketches of The County of Rockingham, N.C. 1884, p.21). 
Holderby operated a stagecoach line between Greensboro and Danville and a line between 
Reidsville and Salem by way of Wentworth during the 1850’s He was also a merchant in 
Reidsville beginning in 1852. 

3° These buildings are downtown on the west side of Scales Street near the location of Short 
Sugars Restaurant Number Two. 

*°The crossroads was usually called Reidsville. 

“1 Stephen “Flem” Terry was born ca. 1849 and died at age 86 in 1935. 

2 William Lindsey lived in the former Reuben Reid home but later built a brick house next 
door. The Reid house was moved in 1909 and remodeled and stood until demolished by 
order of the city manager of Reidsville in June 1980. 

SThese buildings stood near Hamiltons Dry Cleaners and Hopkins Pump and Supply 
Company on Settle Street. The Pinnix Warehouse mentioned was built on Settle Street ca. 
1930 and is now occupied by Schewel Furniture Company. 

“The post office in 1932 was on the site of the present Reidsville Library. 

*5 John Williams purchased the lot in 1864. (Deed Book 2dX, 100-103). He died by 1872 
(Deed book 3dC, 83) and his widow Peggy continued to reside in the house. Later the house 
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was moved down the hill where it stood for many years before demolition. 


*©In 1932 the fire department was located on Morehead Street near the corner of 
Southwest Market Street. The wheelwright shop was probably owned by Henry Holt. (Deed 
Book 2dY, 13). 

"Henry Holt purchased his lot on Southwest Market Street from Joseph Holderby in 
1863. It was one of the first lots sold in Reidsville. 

‘These buildings were located on Northwest Market Street between what is now called “the 
Block” and Crescent Milling Company. 

The R.P. Richardson, Jr. Tobacco Factory was built in 1890 at the corner of Southeast 
Market and Morehead Streets. The factory burned in 1917. 

"During the Civil War the tithes collectors for the Confederate Government at Reidsville 
included Joseph Holderby and later William Lindsey. 

°! The Booker T. Washington Theatre on Northwest Market Street was torn down some 
years ago and the American Tobacco Company has lately constructed a new building onthe 
site. 

The railroad was begun in 1863 and completed early in 1864. 

°*3The Hanis Brothers (Elder James M. and E. “Ruff’) block of six stores, a hotel and 
warehouse burned in January 1887. According to the newspapers of the times other 
destructive fires occurred in Reidsville during October 1887; April 1889; February 1890; and 
September 1890. 

°4 Major Mortimer Oakes helped construct the railroad through Reidsville during the Civil 
War and returned to the village where he and James Allen built the first warehouse in 1872. 
This frame building was still standing in the late 1940's. In 1873 Oakes and Allen erected a 
brick tobacco warehouse which burned in 1923. 

The AH. Motley Tobacco Factory was on Northeast Market Street near the depot and 
was torn down some years ago. 

°°While Reuben Reid was the first merchant in the area as early as 1829, Joseph Holderby 
operated Reid’s Store for some years after 1852. (1829 date from Reuben Reid’s Store 
Ledger. One entry dated July 7, 1829 records that Edward Newnam charged .38¢ for one 
gallon of whiskey). 

°7 Hugh K. Reid (1817-1897) was ason of Reuben Reid and was a prominent business man 
in Reidsville operating a store in partnership with William Lindsey and a tobacco factory. He 
also owned a grist mill and large tracts of farm land east of Reidsville. 

’These tobacco factories were built in the 1870's and 1880's and were operated by 
Decatur Barnes, E. Matt Redd, A.H. Motley, Robert Harris and brother “Has” Harris, Frank R. 
Penn (who came to Reidsville in 1875 from Spencer, Virginia). Watt and Penn (this was 
probably Sam C. Penn, brother of Frank), and Robert P. Richardson. R.P. Richardson, Jr. 
began to manufacture smoking tobacco in 1878. 

°° These doctors were Dr. Hugh Patrick of Monroeton; Dr. W.J. Courts of near Ruffin and 
Dr. Turner Balsey who came to Reidsville by 1884. 

6°) T. Morehead was a brother of Gov. John M. Morehead. The Moreheads grew up in 
Rockingham but both moved to Greensboro. 

Co], Boyd was Andrew J. Boyd (1836-1893) who was a lawyer and became the first 
president of the Bank of Reidsville. He was the son of George D. Boyd of near Speedwell 
Church. The firm of Scott and Reid consisted of Hugh R. Scott and Reuben S. Reid who was 
the son of David S. Reid. Scott and Reid were first cousins. 

6? Rev. Lewis and Rev. Numa F. Reid were Methodist ministers. Numa Reid (1825-1873) 
married Ann E. Wright, the daughter of James Wright who owned Wright Tavern in 
Wentworth. 
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©3Rey. F.H. Jones was a Baptist minister who was born in 1836 and served many churches 
during his career, dying in Reidsville at age 75. 

4Elder James S. Dameron (1836-1907) was a widely known Primitive Baptist minister 
who served several churches in Rockingham and Caswell Counties and in Virginia. He is 
buried at Lick Fork Church. Elder Robert Shreve (1806-1882) was the pastor of Wolf Island 
Primitive Baptist Church over a long period of years. Elder James A. Burch (1829-1906) of 
the Burlington area once served as pastor of Wolf Island church. 

6° JH. Walker purchased a sawmill and lumber business in 1883 but the property was 
destroyed by fire in October 1887. He rebuilt adding a flour mill in 1888 but in September 
1890 fire burned the business a second time. Again Walker rebuilt and operated the flour mill 
and lumber business many years. The mill was purchased by the Wray familyin 1912. 

©The Crescent Milling Company located in the old Hugh K. Reid and William Lindsey 
tobacco factories on Northwest Street is still is business. 

©7F C. Maxwell’s Mill on North Scales Street was built in the early 1920’s and was closed by 
the 1960's and is now an antique shop. 

68D H. Fontaine was born inVirginia in 1841. He was a chaplain during the Civil War and 
moved to Greensboro after the war ended. In 1870 he became the pastor of the Baptist 
Church in Reidsville. He later lived in Virginia and Person County, North Carolina where he 
died in 1915. He is buried in Greenview Cemetery in Reidsville. 

°°Miss Emma Scales founded the Reidsville Seminary in 1874. 

7°Miss Annie Hughes purchased the Seminary in 1888 and was the owner until 1901 when 
Rev. William Orr operated the school for two years. By 1909 the Seminary had an enrollment 
of 200 pupils. 

™ Mary Redd Wayett was born in 1837 and died in 1888. She was a sister of E. Matt Redd, 
Dr. John Redd and Mrs. Ella Redd Watlington. 

”2The Womack Family, except for Dr. Nathan of Chapel Hill, lived in Reidsville. Miss Mary 
and Miss Marion taught private music lessons in their home on Lindsey Street. 

73F B. Hobgood, a Wake Forest graduate, opened an academy in Reidsville in 1870. The 
academy was in a brick building in the northeastern part of town. Hobgood later moved to 
Oxford, North Carolina where he was the president of an academy. 

74Fyanklin Wills Hobgood, an Oxford, North Carolina lawyer, was the son of Dr. F.W. and 
Lizzie Hobgood Hancock. 

7° John R. Webster (1845-1909) moved to Reidsville by 1875 and entered the newspaper 
business. He became the founder and editor of Webster’s Weekly, a Republican newspaper. 

7’Dr. Jeff Scales, the first physician in Reidsville, was in practice by 1869. 

” According to tradition Dr. Hay gave the wife of a prominent Reidsville tobaccoman an 
overdose of medicine which caused her to sleep for a long period and then nearly scalded her 
feet trying to wake her with hot water. The husband advised the doctor that it would be a good 
idea to leave town and the doctor took his advice. From The Reidsville Review, June 8, 1932. 

’8Dr. Sid Powell is listed in Reidsville by 1891 and was a brother of Dr. E.M. Powell who 
owned the land now known as the John F. Watlington farm. 

™Dr. Benton J. Field (1 835-1904) was a son of Rev. Benton and Martha Guerrant Field of 
Leaksville. 

8°Dr. J.R. Meador was a son of George and Sallie Fife Meador who lived two miles west of 
Reidsville. He was licensed to practice dentistry in 1906 and was a dentist in Reidsville for 
many years afterwards. 

81 John Alexander Dowie (1847-1907) was born in Scotland and became a Con- 
gregational minister. He later came to the United States and formed his own church and in 
1901 founded Zion City, Illinois. He proclaimed himself Elizah the Restorer and prohibited 
doctors, the use of tobacco, liquor, dancing and cards in his town. Dowie bankrupted his 
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church trying to convert the people of New York City. Dr. Rominger moved from Reidsville to 
Zion City by 1906. 

82.B. Parrish & Brother are listed as merchants in Branson’s Business Directory for 1877-78. 

83D E. Morris died in August 1889, The Reidsville Review, August 21, 1889. 

**The firm of Whitsett and Crafton was owned by Dr. Alfred M. Whitsett, who was a native 
of the Midway area. Dr. Whitsett lived in a frame house at the intersection of South Main and 
Boyd Streets in Reidsville. 

©The New York Racket Store was a famous store in Reidsville around the turn of the 
century. 

8°T W. Field was a member of the prominent Field Family of Leaksville and moved his mill to 
Reidsville by June, 1885 according to the Sanborn Maps. 

®’The editor has not found a John A. Smith as a tobacco manufacturer but Denny and Lyle 
had a tobacco factory in 1885 on the lot described by Lasley. The building continued in use 
until well into the twentieth century as the tobacco leaf house of J.H. Burton and Company. 

88 William Lindsey’s first tobacco factory was on Settle Street near the present site of 
Hamilton’s One Hour Cleaners and Hopkins Pump and Supply Company. 

8° Matte Redd’s Tobacco Factory is now occupied by the Adams Electric Company. The building 
is at the comer of Morehead and Harris Streets. 

°The Robert Harris Tobacco Factory is now occupied by the Chase Bag Company. The 
Harris Factory was one of the last independent tobacco companies. 

The Opera House was erected before 1885 on Northwest Market Street. When the 
building was torn down a few years ago one of the stage curtains remained even though the 
building had been used for other purposes for many decades. The Bank of Reidsville built a 
new building in 1894 at the southwest corner of Morehead and Scales Streets. The Bank later 
merged with Wachovia Bank and Trust Company and is now located at the corner of Main and 
Morehead Streets. 

*2In 1888 the Citizens Bank erected a building on the southeast corner of Scales and 
Morehead Streets. In 1913 the bank built a building on the corner of Scales and Gilmer 
Streets. The 1888 building remains but the 1913 building has been torn down. Late in 1931 
or early in 1932 the Citizens Bank merged with the United Bank and Trust Company of 
Greensboro. On December 30, 1932 the bank closed its doors with a great monetary loss to 
many citizens of Reidsville and Rockingham County. It was the only bank in Reidsville to fail 
during the Depression. 

°3A.H. Motley owned the house built by Mortimer Oakes shorly after the Civil War. The 
house was moved back from the street and still stands behind Bush Brothers Company. 

The Albright Family of Greensboro owned The Greensboro Patriot newspaper. Bob was 
probably a member of this family. 

°° James W. Reid (1849-1902) was ason of Rev. NumaF. and Anne Wright Reid. He was a 
lawyer, Rockingham County Treasurer from 1874-1884 and the owner of the Reid Hotel 
(Wright Tavern) in Wentworth. He died in Lewiston, Idaho. 

°©After John R. Webster's death in 1909, Sam Cayton purchased and published the 
Webster’s Weekly for several years. Cayton, who worked for Webster for twenty years, once 
said that Webster engaged in 28 fist fights during the years he was a newspaper editor. 

William Edward Gilliam, the son of Richard and Louisa Moore Gilliam, was born on a 
farm in the Salem Church area west of Reidsville. He worked in the newspaper business in 
Reidsville until 1898 when he moved to Reading, Pennsylvania. He later lived in Charlotte, 
North Carolina and Boston, Massachusetts where he was very successful. He died in 1923. 

98\W.P. Ware was a Methodist minister and later became a merchant on Southwest Market 
Street. “Uncle Billie”, as he was known, left the Methodist church but remained a minister and 
married many couples in the area during the early 1900's. 
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"A copy of The Belle Lettres is preserved in the Special Collection Room at the 
Rockingham Community College Library. 

WOOT Pig unlikely that there were ever twenty saloons open in Reidsville at one time. 
Branson’s Business Directory lists 8 in 1884 and 10 in 1890. 

10l While much of the whiskey may have come from Stokes and Patrick, Rockingham 
County had a number of distilleries in operation during this period. 

102Smithtown in Stokes County was an area where several families produced a large 
amount of blockade whiskey. In September 1907 several of the blockaders were convicted 
and sent to the Federal prison in Atlanta. At least one revenue officer was killed at Smithtown 
during 1907. In February 1908 Jim Smith, “the king of Smithtown” was captured after a 
reward of $1,000 was offered. In December he was sent to Atlanta for five years. The 
Reidsville Review, September 6, 1907; February 18, 1908. 

103 Shooting Creek rises in the corner of Franklin County, Virginia and flows into Patrick 
County and on into Smith River. It was also the area of a large production of blockade 
whiskey. The area gained the reputation of making some of the “best” corn liquor ever made. 

1041 Jell’s Half Acre” was at or near Providence, North Carolina. 

105 Plug Tite was a saloon near the Virginia border on present N.C. Highway 87 north of 
Eden. The Rock Level Post Office and Pratt School were in the same area. 

10Tt was in the 1960's before the citizens of Reidsville voted to allow the sale of liquorin the 
town. 

107 Mortimer Oakes, warehouseman, merchant and hotel owner married a daughter of 
Joseph Holderby. 

‘Robert T. Williams opened a store in partnership with A.D. Montgomery in 1873 and 
later the store became Williams & Company and remained in business over one hundred 
years. Williams, who was president of the Reidsville Fertilizer Company, Vice-President of the 
Bank of Reidsville and served as mayor of Reidsville, died in December 1907 at age 58. From 
The Reidsville Review, December 13, 1907. 

'°The water cistern was behind the present Rockingham County Fund building on North 
Scales Street. Some remains of the cistern may be under the rear ell of the building. 

'l°This was the January 1887 fire. 

ll Rey. David 1 Craig (1849-1925) was a son of James N. and Mary Emeline Strayhorn 
Craig of Orange County. He married Isabel G. Newman and had four children. His brother, 
Jasper N. Craig also settled in Reidsville. 

'2Flder LH. Hardy was a native of Eastern North Carolina and was pastor of the Reidsville 
Primitive Baptist Church in the early 1900's but resigned in 1913 and moved to Atlantic, 
North Carolina. He died at age 79 in 1930. His son remained in Reidsville and many 
descendants still live in town. 

'13Robert P. Richardson, Sr. (1820-1909) married Sarah Wright (1821-1848), daughter 
of Nathan and Sarah Wright. After her death he married Mary E. Watlington (1827-1903). For 
along period of time he operated a store near Little Troublesome Creek which was two miles 
from downtown Reidsville. (Now in city limits). Richardson owned 3,000 acres of farm and 
timberland in the county and manufactured tobacco before and after the Civil War. 

4 Victor M. Holderby (1829-1906) appears to be a nephew of Joseph Holderby. The 
Holderbys were able to get the post office moved back to Reid’s Store (which they operated) 
from Richardson’s Store at this time. 

"Marcus Holderby, born ca. 1830, was a son of Joseph Holderby. | 

11 Sarah Lindsey, wife of William, was also a daughter of Joseph Holderby. William and 
Sarah were married in May 1856. 

"7 Richard H. Wray (1825-1907) was living in Reidsville by 1866 and was the depot agent 
of Piedmont Railroad at that time. The house he built on Main Street is now the home of the 


80 


Uncle Joe’s Reminiscences of Huntsville Township and Reidsville 


William E. Felts Family. The house has been moved from its original site on the Scott-Hester 
property. 

18 John W. Smith had opened a hotel and store in Reidsville by 1872. By 1884 Smith and 
Matthews are listed as physicians and as operating a drugstore. From Branson’s Business 
Directory. 

119 Johnston A. Bennett, Sr. was born in 1825 in Pittsylvania County, Virginia and came to 
Rockingham County with his father. He was a justice of the peace and deputy sheriff for many 
years. He died in 1909 leaving a large family. He and his brother, J.H. Bennett, had openeda 
store in Reidsville by 1875. 

120 John R. Joyce was the son of Robert J. and Mary Jackson Joyce of Stokes County. He 
moved to Reidsville and became a merchant. He attended Wake Forest College and becamea 
lawver and later seved as a North Carolina senator from this district. 

121 Major Alexander Henderson Galloway was the son of Rawley and Sarah Henderson 
Galloway of Valley Field Plantation in Rockingham County. He married Sally Scales, the 
daughter of Robert and Jane Bethell Scales. His wife was a sister of Gov. A.M. Scales. They 
had eight children. Galloway moved to Reidsville in 1882 where he served as mayor for 
several terms. He served as sheriff of Rockingham County from 1884 to 1890. 

122Robert Scales Montgomery (1876-1937) was the son of Alvis D. and Annie E. Scales 
Lawson Montgomery. He was a prominent business man in Reidsville and was twice married, 
first to Anna Lee Withers of Mississippi and after her death to Nettie Reid Harris. 

'3 William Ratliffe Anderson (1 884-1963) the son of Edward N. and Sallie Ratliffe 
Anderson, was a native of the Bethlehem Methodist Church area. He never married. 
24Doplar Lake was built in 1889 on the north prong of Wolf Island Creek by Robert T. 
Williams, E. Matt Redd and Dr. John Redd of Reidsville. The lake was built for recreational use 
and not as a millpond. A “shack ” was built near the head of the lake for camping. After William’s 
death E. Matt Redd and P.B. Johnston were the owners of the lake and it was often known as 
“Redd’s Pond.” T. Jefferson Penn purchased the property in 1911 and the rock dam washed 
out in the freshet during 1912 and was never rebuilt. The remains of the rock dam may still be 
seen on the road leading from Salem Church to University Estates near the gate of the 4-H 
Center. Some of the present 4-H Camp Lake covers the same area as “Redd’s Pond.” Deed 
Book 83, p.400. 

125 According to the Reidsville Review, Evans nearly drowned early in February 1897. 

126Thomas Jefferson Penn (1875-1946) was a native of Patrick County, Virginia. His 
father Frank R. Penn moved to Reidsville in 1875 and founded the F.R. Penn Tobacco 
Company which was later sold to the American Tobacco Company. “Jeff? Penn purchased 
numerous tracts of farm land during 1916-1923 near Salem Church two miles northwest of 
Reidsville. He and his second wife, the former Beatrice Schoellkopf of Niagara Falls, New 
York, built the Chinqua—-Penn mansion in 1923 which is now open to the public. 

7 John Francis Watlington (1871-1937) was a son of James S. and Ella F. Redd 
Watlington. His mother died soon after his birth and he was raised by his Aunt Ann Watlington 
Powell who had no children. He inherited the Dr. E.M. Powell farm near Reidsville. After 
college Watlington became a bookkeeper for the Bank of Reidsville. In 1920 he became the 
president of the bank and served until his death in 1937. 

1287 Jeff Penn began to buy land in the area in 1911 when he purchased the Poplar Lake 
Tract. Being interested in farming he hired laborers to work the land that he continued to 
purchase. He had a log bungalow built on the Poplar Lake Tract for his farm manager. Nearby 
he had a silo constructed and when the structure was complete he placed a jug on top and named 
the place “Corn Jug Farm.” (Tradition from J. Hampton Talley.) In 1918 Penn changed the 
name of his farm to Chinqua-Penn Farm. (From The Reidsville Review, April 5, 1918.) 
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Sauratown Plantation house before restoration. Photograph courtesy of Mrs. 
Clarence Kluttz. 
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Sauratown Plantation 


by 
Lindley S. Butler 


Sauratown Plantation is the most important early historic place in 
Rockingham County. It is the site of a large seventeeth century Indian 
village of the Saura tribe. The area was visited and described by the region's 
first explorer, William Byrd II of Virginia, in 1733. It became the location 
of the earliest known white settlement in the county. In the nineteeth 
century it was the plantation of Dr. Edward T. Brodnax, the county’s largest 
slaveholder and planter. Finally, the plantation was the boyhood home of 
Governor Robert Brodnax Glenn, the adopted son of Dr. Brodnax. On the 
site today are found ample archaeological evidence of the Lower 
Sauratown Indian Village, a colonial road bed and ford which are 
documented by the John Colet map of 1770, a circa 1825 plantation office 
building, the Brodnax family cemetery, remains of the extensive boxwood 
garden, numerous foundations, and a two-story nineteenth century brick 
plantation house which has been restored. 

The Dan River valley has been inhabited for at least 10,000 years, and 
there are many archaeological sites which produce the stone, pottery, and 
bone artifacts of prehistoric people. By the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries the Carolina Piedmont was occupied by dozens of small 
tribes speaking Siouan dialects. In the two centuries after contact with the 
European explorers, traders and settlers these tribes had disappeared as a 
result of disease and warfare. 

The Saura tribe (also called Sara and later Cheraw) were visited in June 
1670 by John Lederer, the German explorer, on the Yadkin River near the 
well-known Trading Ford. Virginia Indian traders periodically visited the 
region and 1673 a trader, James Needham, was killed near the Trading 
Ford by Occoneechee Indians. Shortly after this incident the Sauras, 
possibly fearing blame for the murder of Needham, moved north to the Dan 
River and established themselves at two village sites known as Upper and 
Lower Sauratown.!Upper Sauratown was located in present southern 
Stokes County, and Lower Sauratown was below the present city of Eden 
near the mouth of Town Creek. 

In 1728 when the survey party for the North Carolina/Virginia border 
entered the area William Byrd II, a Virginia commissioner, recorded that the 
Saura Indians had left the region. Five years later when Byrd returned to 
survey his immense 20,000 acre Land of Eden purchase, he visited the site 
of Lower Sauratown and found only a grassy plain, indicating that the 
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village had been abandoned for some time According to tradition, in the 
Dan Valley the Sauras were exposed to attack by the northern Seneca tribe 
and so moved south into upper South Carolina near the present town of 
Cheraw. The Cheraw Indians were located in South Carolina by 1715 ina 
census.*Later some of them joined the Catawba to the west, and other 
members of the tribe may have moved east back into North Carolina to be 
among the ancestors of the modern Lumbee tribe.* 

William Byrd was so taken with the beauty and rich soil of the Lower 
Sauratown area that in March, 1742 he purchased 6,000 acres which he 
added to his land of Eden tract.*>Byrd hoped to attract settlers to his vast 
tract, but his various promotional schemes failed. His son William Byrd III 
inherited the 26,000 acres and in order to satisfy debts, sold the land in 
October, 1755, to Francis and Simon Farley, merchants of Antigua.°James 
Parke Farley, son of Francis, was sent to the Dan valley by 1769 to manage 
the plantation. Farley removed squatters and imported a hundred slaves 
from Antigua.’ He married Elizabeth, daughter of William Byrd III, in 1771° 
and by 1775 he had erected a manor house named Belview on the 
Sauratown tract. The letters of Elizabeth Byrd Farley to her father describe 
the plantation activities and the first mention of the cultivation of tobacco in 
present Rockingham County.’ The exact location of the Farley house is not 
known but the presence of the colonial roadbed and the Sauratown ford 


Sauratown Plantation house and office. Photograph by V. Siler Rothrock. 
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near the present plantation site indicates that it was not far away. On the 
next knoll downstream from the present house is a large field rock cemetery 
which may be the Farley slave cemetery. 

Another contemporary account of life at Lower Sauratown is found in 
the journal of John F. D. Smyth, a young English gentleman who toured 
through the colonies just before the outbreak of the American Revolution. 
Smyth journeyed from Hillsborough to the Dan River en route to Kentucky. 
At Lower Sauratown he stayed in the one-room cabin of a Bailey family for 
ten days, tarrying because of his romantic interest in the lovely fifteen-year- 
old Betsy Bailey. From the social status of Smyth it must be assumed that 
the Farleys were not at home, and unfortunately for the historian Smyth 
said far more about the charms of young Betsy than he did about the 
plantation. Although Bailey could have been working for Farley, Smyth 
refers to him as a “common plain back wood’s planter’ and indicates that 
he owned several slaves.'°It would appear then that a small settlement was 
beginning to develop at the river ford. 

After the death of James Parke Farley the estate was not settled for many 
years due to the claims of various heirs. James Parke Farley’s will was first 
presented in 1786 and the court appointed a guardian for the four Farley 
daughters Elizabeth, Maria, Rebecca, and Eleanor. By 1799, just before he 
died, Patrick Henry had purchased an interest in the Sauratown tracts.” 
His heirs Alexander S. Henry and Nathaniel W. Henry then sued the Farley 
heirs for a division of the 26,000 acres. The total grant was surveyed in 
1803 into 17 tracts for a court ordered division, and the subsequent 
decisions were based on this survey. Suits continued over the complicated 
settlement as late as 1822." 

The Brodnax family began its long association with the Sauratown 
plantaion in May, 1807 when William Edward Brodnax, a planter of 
Brunswick County, Virginia, purchased 2887 acres from Elizabeth Farley 
Morson.!*This tract was the Lower Sauratown plantation which had been 
designated tract #9 in the 1803 survey and lay south of the Dan River. The 
next year Brodnax received the power-of-attorney for John Simon Farley 
and Elizabeth Morson, both of whom resided in England.Brodnax 
accumulated additional parcels of land amounting to hundreds of acres in 
the Dan Valley, and in 1811 purchased another section of the former 
Farley lands--tract #16 of 2664 acres on the north side of the river.’° 

Two sons of William Edward Brodnax--Robert and Edward Travis-- 
would live in Rockingham County and become prominent in the history of 
the region. When William Brodnax died in 1820 Robert received the 
Cascade plantation north of the river and soon constructed on the property 
a fine two-story frame manor house which still stands.!°Edward Travis 
inherited most of the Lower Sauratown plantation south of the river and 
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Mrs. Edward T. Brodnax, Janet Hamilton Chalmers, 

1809-1846. Photo reproduced from Laura MacMillan 

(comp.), The North Carolina Portrait Index, 1700-1860 

(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1963), 

Dye: 
moved to the county. Another brother William Frederick Brodnax inherited 
the lower 1,000 acres of the Sauratown tract. 

Edward Travis Brodnax (1796-1874) was born in Brunswick County. 
After brief service in the militia in the War of 1812 he attended the 
University of Pennsylvania in the medical school and graduated witha M.D. 
degree in 1818. In Rockingham County he practiced medicine and managed 
his vast plantation. He accumulated more property, including lots and a 
store in Leaksville, and owned a gristmill on Town Creek. By 1860 he hada 
total of 174 slaves and was the largest slave holder in the county. 

E. T. Brodnax was public minded and as a whig was active in politics. He 
served terms in the House of Commons 1822-1823 and the state Senate 
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Dr. Edward Travis Brodnax, 1796-1874. Photo 

reproduced from Laura MacMillan (comp.), The North 
/ Carolina Protrait Index, 1700-1860 (Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1963), p.32. 


1827-1828. A supporter of internal improvements, he was active in the 
Raleigh conventions on the subject in 1833 and 1836. When the Roanoke 
Navigation Company improved the Dan River for navigation in the 1820's 
E. T. Brodnax supervised the construction of the sluices and wing dams on 
the section of river from Virginia to Leaksville, and he owned a bateau, 
He served in the 1835 and 1861 state constitutional conventions. A 
moderate opponent of secession, he agreed to vote for it acquiescing to the 
majority sentiment in the county. He was a trustee of Greensboro Female 
College 1833-1851 and an organizer and vestryman of the Church of the 


Epiphany in Leaksville in 1844.1” 
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The surviving brick plantation house at Sauratown does not reflect the 
wealth and position of Dr. Brodnax. Family tradition is that the original 
house burned in 1867 and that the present dwelling was constructed from 
a plantation outbuilding which is often described as the weave house and 
kitchen. The frame plantation office building has fine Federal trim and is 
the earliest surviving structure. During the renovation of the office building 
evidence was discovered that the frame structure was much earlier than 
previously believed and likely dates from the late eighteenth century. The 
remnants of the terraced boxwood gardens reflect a stately landscaped 
building site and size of the original mansion. 

Dr. Brodnax married Janet Hamilton Chalmers (1809-1846), but they 
had no survivng children. The Brodnaxes adopted Chalmers Lanier Glenn, 
Mrs. Brodnax’s orphaned nephew. Glenn, an attorney, married Annie 
Dodge, the daughter of James R. Dodge of Yadkin County, and the Glenns 
lived at Sauratown Plantation with their three sons, James Dodge, Robert 
Brodnax, and Edward Travis Brodnax. Glenn served as a captain in the 
Confederate Army in the Thirteenth North Carolina Regiment and was 
killed at the Battle of South Mountain, Virginia on September 14,1862. 
After his death the Glenn children were adopted by Dr. Brodnax and were 
reared on the plantation.!® 

Upon the death of Dr. Brodnax in 1874 the plantation was left to Annie 
Dodge Glen and eventually in 1882 was divided among her three sons. 
Annie Dodge’s father James R. Dodge was originally from New York and 
was the son of General Richard Dodge and Ann S. Irvina, a sister of 
Washington Irving. The brother of Annie Glenn was Richard Irving Dodge 
(1827-1895), a colonel in the United States Army and author of several 
books about his western frontier experiences in the Indian Wars.’° 


James Dodge Glenn, 1852-1905. Sketch 
from Stephen B. Weeks, Scrapbook, 1823- 
1894, 10 vols. 2:105. North Carolina 
Collection, University of North Carolina 
Library. 


GENERAL JAWER D, GLENN, 
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Annie Glenn’s oldest son James Dodge graduated from Virginia Military 
Institute in 1871 and was a civil engineer until the death of Dr. Brodnax 
brought him home to manage the plantation for his mother. He married his 
cousin Mary Brodnax of Cascade Plantation in 1877. James Glenn served 
in the state legislature three terms from 1881 to 1885. He had a notable 
career in the state militia, becoming a captain in 1881 and rising to be 
colonel of the Third Regiment in 1884. In 1889 he was appointed adjutant- 
general of the state by Governor Daniel G. Fowle. After 1885 he moved to 
Greensboro.” 

Robert Brodnax Glenn (1854-1920) was educated at Davidson 
College, the University of Virginia, and at Richmond Hill, Judge Richmond 
Pearson’s law school in Yadkin County. He began the practice of law in 
Danbury, Stokes County, and was elected to the legislature in 1881. From 
Danbury he moved to Winston and served in the state Senate from Forsyth 
County in 1899. In 1904 he was elected governor of North Carolina, 
serving 1905-1909. The major achievements of Govemor Glenn’s ad- 
ministration were the regulation of railroad rates, improvement of public 
education, expansion of public health programs, prohibition, and an 
economic and geologic survey.”! 


Sauratown Plantation office. An eighteenth century structure remodeled in the 
1820’s. Photograph by the author. 
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The Sauratown plantation was divided by the Glenn sons in September 
1882 with each son receiving a little less than a thousand acres. James 
Glenn’s portion was the Sauratown homeplace.**Although James Glenn 
moved to Greensboro in 1887, he retained the bulk of the Dan River land. 
The 967.8 acres in the original apportionment was reduced by the sale of 
55.5 acres in 1894, and in 1899 a 100-acre tract was sold.” 

When James Glenn died in 1905 he willed the Sauratown Plantation of 
812 acres to his son John Brodnax Glenn.“John Glenn was born at 
Sauratown in 1885 but had grown up in Greensboro. He was a very 
successful businessman with careers in railroading and banking. He began 
in a position with the Southern Railway. Upon becoming assistant 
superintendent of the Mexican Central Railroad he made contacts that led 
to positions in banking in both Mexico and New York. He lived in Mexico 
many years and then moved to Scarsdale, New York.*°Already living in 
Mexico when he inherited the plantation, John Glenn held it for only a few 
months before selling it in March, 1906 for $5,000 to his step-mother 
Sarah Hairston Glenn, formerly from Henry County, Virginia.”° 

Sarah Hairston Glenn retained ownership of the Sauratown Plantation 
for forty years, and a succession of tenants lived in the homeplace and 
farmed the still fertile bottom land. In April 1946 she gave it to her 
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Sauratown Plantation house after restoration, 1984. Photo by the author. 
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granddaughter Sarah Whittle Kluttz (Mrs. Clarence) as a wedding gift.2’ 
Shortly after Sarah Kluttz received the plantation, Duke Power Company 
began construction on the Dan River Steam Station in sight of the plantation 
house. This station, now a 375,000 kilowatt operation, began production 
of power in 1949.**The plantation is still owned by Mrs. Kluttz, and she and 
her husband have restored the homeplace. 

The Dan River valley is the most important natural feature of Rocking- 
ham County and is central to the region’s history. From the time of the 
Saura Indians, over three centuries ago, Sauratown Plantation has been a 
silent witness to much of the county’s past and has a strong claim to being 
the most important historic site in the area. On or near the plantation have 
been located the most important Indian town in the county, the first 
exploration of the valley, the first settlement in the county, the earliest 
known tobacco plantation in the upper valley, the home of two of the 
county’s most prominent families, the development of river navigation, the 
largest antebellum plantation in the county, and finally the production of 
electric power. At Sauratown Plantation the whole history of the river valley 
can be interpreted, and the river valley is the key to understanding the 
heritage of this region. 


Sauratown Plantation house, north side. Photograph by the author. 
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Brodnax Family Cemetery 


Brodnax, Dr. Edward T. 31 March 1796-7 June 1874 


Brodnax, Janet Hamilton Chalmers, his wife, 19 May 1809-11 November 1846 


Dodge, James Richard 27 October 1795-24 February 1880 
aged 85 years-3 months-27 days 


Dodge, Mrs. Susan, wife of James R., 7 March 1809-28 September 1882 
age 73 years-6 months-21 days 


Glenn, Baby Frank, son of R.B. and N.B. Glenn 
15 September 1880-17 March 1881 
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The publication committee is interested in receiving articles on the 
history and genealogical source materials of Rockingham County and the 
adjacent area. The historical articles must be well written and thoroughly 
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published primary source materials pertaining to Rockingham County, 
such as abstracts of local records and edited diaries, letters, or church 
records. Papers on family history should not be submitted. All copy, 
including footnotes, should be typed double-space. Articles and corre- 
spondence should be sent to the editor: Robert W. Carter, Jr., Route 2 Box 
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Cover Illustration 


The second building of the Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Congregation. 
The building located near Reidsville was demolished in 1946 after a new 
church had been constructed. Photograph from The Greensboro Daily 
News, March 4, 1945. 
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A History of Wolf Island Primitive Baptist 
Church 


by 


Robert W. Carter, Jr. 


Wolf Island Church is one of the oldest church organizations in Rockingham 
County being formed in 1777. The name is pronounced as one word 
“Wolfisland.” The church is located one mile north of the Reidsville city 
limits on the Wilson Road (State Road 1985) between N.C. Highway 14 and 
U.S. Business 29. 

Many of the Eighteenth century settlers in Rockingham County were of 
Baptist faith. Although some came from the northern colonies the majority 
came from Virginia. These settlers organized Baptist Churches on Matrimony, 
Wolf Island and Lick Fork Creeks during this period.' In 1784 the Baptists living 
along Haw River were active in forming Crossroads’ (now known as Hillsdale) 
which is located in present day Guilford County. Soon after 1800 another group 
of Baptists from Culpepper County, Virginia organized Sardis Church in 
western Rockingham County.’ Tradition also relates the existence of an early 
church on the south side of Dan River (possibly Baptist) in the present 
Pleasantville area.‘ The story is told that the children of the original settlers 
were less interested in religion and after some years the church declined and 
passed out of existence.” No documentary evidence of this church has been 
located. 

In the early 1800s the Baptists experienced rapid growth but in the 1830s 
the denomination divided over Bible societies (Sunday Schools), missionary 
societies, seminary trained and salaried ministers, and the Baptist State 
Convention. The Baptists of Calvinist views tended to oppose these ideas and 
after the division they took the name Old School or Primitive Baptists. The 
Baptists favoring missions adopted the name Missionary Baptists (now 
Baptist). All the Baptist churches in Rockingham County remained members of 
the Country Line and Mayo Associations both of which became anti- 
missions. As aresult all the earliest Baptist churches in the county are of the 
Primitive Baptist denomination. The Missionary Baptists living in the 
northern Piedmont formed a new association named the Beulah which 
embraced the same area as the Country Line.” 

Wolf Island church is located on a high ridge overlooking Wolf Island Creek 
for which it was named. According to tradition when the pioneers began to settle 
in the area packs of wolves lived in rock dens along the hills near the creek. One 
spot of land was almost circled by the creek and was often inhabited by the 
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Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church about 1952. Photograph courtesy 
Billie Jacobs Wright. 


wolves and the area became known as the Wolves Island. Thus the creek was 
given the name. The story relates that for many years after settlement, wolves 
remained in isolated sections along the creek and occasionally their howls could 
be heard during the church services.’ As late as August 1790 the pastor of Wolf 
Island Church killed a wolf and was paid a bounty by the sheriff of Rockingham 
County.® 

In 1749 and 1751 Robert Jones, aland speculator, received the first Granville 
grants issued on Wolf Island Creek. The grants were located near Dan River and 
the land was later sold by Jones who never lived in the area. These grants were 
surveyed in October 1748 by Daniel Weldon. According to the warrants issued 
for the tracts, the land along Wolf Island Creek was recorded as being in Saint 
John Parish, Granville County. In 1753 Ephraim Potter secured a warrant for a 
Granville grant of 640 acres of land which was ten miles above the Jones’ 
grants.’. This tract of land was about one mile west of the present site of Wolf 
Island Church. During the 1760s there were several other grants in the area and by 
1771 there appears to have been fairly substantial settlement along the creek.'® 

About 1756 the Cantrell Family imigrated from New Castle, Delaware to 
southern Caswell County, North Carolina. Some years later several members of 
the family including John, James and Isaac secured land along Wolf Island 
Creek in present day Rockingham County (then Orange County).'! The 
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Cantrells were a large family who were or became ardent Baptists. By 1800 
many of the family had moved from Rockingham County to Spartanburg 
County, South Carolina. From that location many members of the family moved 
on to Tennessee. In all three states the Cantrell Family formed churches and 
produced Baptist ministers.’ 

Wolf Island Church was formed in 1777 by Isaac Cantrell according to all 
available sources. John Asplund printed several editions of the Annual Register 
of The Baptist Denomination in the early 1790s and all these books record Wolf 
Island Church as being formed in 1777 and lists Isaac Cantrell as the pastor of 
the church. The Register records the membership of the church as being 30 in 
1790. By 1793 the membership had increased to 39." David Benedict’s 
General History of Baptists printed in 1813 also records that Wolf Island was 
constituted in 1777.'*It appears that Isaac Cantrell was the pastor of the 
church for over twenty years. The Rockingham County Court Minutes indicate 
that the church was locally known as Cantrell’s Meeting House as early as 1785 
and as late as 1807." 

Although a tradition survived into the Twentieth century that the first Baptist 
settlers along Wolf Island met at a location nearer Dan River, no proof has been 
found that the church was ever located at any other site.’® 

According to tradition the first church building was a six-sided log structure 
without windows and with log benches which sat on an earthen floor.’’ The 
second building was of frame construction and was probably built during the 
1850s.""One story relates that the church framing was held together with wooden 
pegs and the building erected with the help of slave labor."”. 

While no other church records survive from the first twenty-five year history of 
Wolf Island, the church is mentioned several times in the records of Matrimony 
Church.” These records relate that on July 19, 1794 John Harper“... requested 
liberty of (the Matrimony) church to go (to) Bro. Cantrell’s Church in behalf of a 
greived part - or arm of that church - (but) we thought it not expedient for him to 
go.” Harper, who joined Matrimony Church in 1791, began to speak in public in 
1792 and was ordained a minister by 1794. On January 17, 1795 Harper again 
“. requested (a) letter of dismission to join (the) arm of Bro. Cantrell’s Church - 
request being granted...” This action later led to a “distress” between Wolf 
Island and Matrimony Churches because some of the members of Wolf Island 
“could not fellowship” John Harper. During an Association held in May 1804 
members of Wolf Island confessed that they were wrong in their actions and 
Elder Harper “offered his recantation” but he was not received by the 


Association as a minister. 
The mentioning of an arm or division of Wolf Island Church leads to the 


question of the name and location of the group. Asplund’s Register indicates 
that the arm was known as Haw River Church and that it was formed in 1793 
with 18 members. With the name Haw River it would seem probable that 


3 


The Journal of Rockingham County History and Genealogy 


the church was located in southeast Rockingham County. The Haw River 
group is last mentioned by name in 1811 as being under the care of Lick 
Fork Church.”' Neither the earliest known Country Line Association 
minutes (1812) or Benedict's history mentions the Haw River Church. 
There is a possibility that Bridge Meeting House near Haw River in Guilford 
County was the same group as the Haw River Church.”?Many Baptist 
churches of the period had dual names. Lick Fork was once known as 
Mullin’s Meeting House; Matrimony was long known as Center Meeting 
House and Wolf Island was known as Cantrell’s Meeting House.”’. 

By 1798 Isaac Cantrell had moved from the Wolf Island area to 


Spartanburg County, South Carolina. There is some evidence that he may 
have returned for a short period leaving again in 1803." During 1803 
Thomas Moore purchased Cantrell’s 304 acre farm on Wolf Island Creek.” 
Moore and his wife Auvasti moved to the area from Granville County, North 


Tombstone of Auvasti Moore who died in 1844. 
She was the wife of Thomas Moore who was the 
minister at Wolf Island in the early 1800s. 
Photograph by the author. 


Carolina.”” He is known to have been a minister as early as 1811 but 
probably served as pastor of Wolf Island Church from the time he moved 
into the area about 1803.” Moore was one of the delegates from the church 
to the Country Line Association each year from 1816 to 1826. He died 
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Copy of the first deed to the Wolf Island Church property 
dated 1805. From the Register of Deeds Office, 
Wentworth, North Carolina. 


about 1837." 


Wolf Island Church existed for over twenty-five years before a deed was 
secured for the property. The church was located on land which 
belonged to Isham Browder. The church trustee, Isaiah Hancock, purchased 
the church lot containing one acre from Browder on September 14, 1805 for 
the price of ten shillings. The witnesses to this transfer were Aaron Cantrell 


and John H. Taylor.” ae 
The Strawberry Association was organized in Virgi 
the Roanoke Association was formed from a portion of the Strawberry 
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Association. Several early Baptist churches in North Carolina near the 
Virginia border belonged to these associations.*° Wolf Island Church joined 
the Roanoke in 1792 but left in 1794 when the Flat River Association was 
formed in North Carolina. In 1806 the Country Line was formed from the 
Flat River and Wolf Island remained a member of that association for a 
century.” 

The earliest church records of Wolf Island appear to date from 1805. An 
entry dated December of that year relates that a tablecloth and towels were 
purchased at a cost of $2 and that the church deed had been recorded. A 
later record relates “the Baptist church of Christ Wolf Island Meeting 
House (met) the Saturday before the second Sunday in May 1816, in 
peace.” Other entries under the same date record that William Ratcliff, 
Isaiah Hancock and Thomas Moore were appointed as delegates to the 
association. During this meeting the church received Brother Jeffre, a man 
of “culler’ (color). Before the Civil War when slaves had no churches, blacks 
were allowed to join the white churches and the church records indicate that 
a large number of blacks belonged to Wolf Island between 1816 and 1828.*” 
The church continued to accept black members through the mid-1800s. 
Some years after the Civil War blacks organized their own churches. 

An interesting account is found under the date February 4, 1821. The 
entry relates ‘““where as wicked people had reported that Brother Moore 
(Wolf Island’s pastor) had prevailed over his daughters mind in marriage with 
Mr. Smith, that is it was not free and voluntary, and that Mr. Smith was 
some what enraged by bounty to marry - the accusers having public and 
timely notice to appear at conference and upon a fare investigation of 
Brother Moore’s guilt or innocence of all charges against him, sufficient and 
satisfactory proof is had, that they (the accusers) are false and the church 
finds and pronounces him not guilty - this record by order of the church, 
signed by Elder (David) Lawson, moderator and (William) Ratcliff, clerk.””** 

During this period the records began to use the term “met according to 
our established rule the Saturday before the 2nd Sunday in peace.” 
Sometimes members were appointed to “site” another to attend a meeting 
and answer a complaint for irregular church attendance.” 

In 1827 there is a listing of 30 of the 44 members of the church. They were: 
“John Mount (dismist), Isiah Hancock, John Brown, Sarah Brown, Teletha 
Browder, Jane Harrison (dismist), Ellinder Linder (dead), John Atkins, 
Susanah Atkins, Thomas Moore, Vashty Moore, Elizabeth Jarrell (dead), 
William Coram, William Ratcliff, Marshy Ratcliff, Sarah Welborne, Richard 
Coram, Sarah Coram, Mariam Walker, Peter, a man of culler, Caty King, 
Nima Wordlow, Fanny Wright, James Sipple, Elizabeth Cole, 

Mays, Rebekah Delap, Nelly Lillard, Ruthy Carter, Isbell Young.’ Others 
mentioned in the records during 1828 include: ‘““Mayolion Sipple, Polly 
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Allen, Casany Hancock, Jim, a man of color and Judy, a woman of color.” 
Several men who were active in Wolf Island during the 1820s and 1830s 
were: Edward Osborn, William C. Morton, Loved Moore, Hervey Moore, 
Samuel (or Soloman) Hardy and A. Harrelson.””*° 

John Stadler and Stephen Chandler, two ministers from Caswell County, 
and James Osborne of Baltimore, Maryland persuaded the Country Line 
Association to go against missions thus it- became a Primitive Baptist 
Association.”’ At the 1833 meeting of the association, a resolution was 
passed declaring hostility to Bible societies, missionary societies, temperance 
societies, Baptist Conventions and religious newspapers.’ Under the 
leadership of Robert Shreve and John Stadler Wolf Island Church took its 
stand against missions and remained in the Country Line Association.”® The 
division among the Baptists seems to have had little effect on the 
membership of the church. Membership stood at 36 in 1832 and increased 
to 38 in 1834. By 1843 the membership had grown to 56 and during the 
remainder of the ante-bellum period the church averaged about 43 
members.*” 

In October 1835 Wolf Island Church adopted “Rules of Decorum.” The 
rules include: “Members are made up of those holding essential doctrines 
of the gospel of the final perseverance (sic) of the saints and believing that 
immersion is the only mode of baptism, believers the only subjects, the 
church shall chose a moderator to act in all things and to see that at 
meetings only one may speak at a time.” There were also rules for dealing 
with transgressors and offenders of the church; trials and councils were held to 
establish peace between members at variance with each other." 

The church records relate that during the winter of 1845 and 1846 
sometimes no church meetings were held because of impassable roads. In 
June 1849 money was raised for repairs on the meeting house and for 
building new benches. During July 1853 ‘“‘a woman of color” owned by Mrs. 
Mary Martin” was baptized by Elder Robert Shreve. In October 1854 the 
church members met at McCollum School House” and received “a woman 
of color” into church membership. The last two entries indicate that Wolf 
Island Church held some meetings in the present Pleasantville area. 
- However no church was formed in that area until 1884 when Pleasantville 
Primitive Baptist Church was organized partly with members from Wolf 
Island Church.“ 

In 1854 the members of Wolf Island appointed A.P. Robertson as 
secretary and authorized him to purchase a new record book and to record 
the church proceeding. At the same time a treasurer for the church was 
appointed possibly to raise money to build or complete the new frame 
church building. In 1855 a newrule was adopted by the church which stated 
“that when a member absented himself from a church meeting, every other 
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member must go to him and admonish him - the erring brother must then 
give the church a good reason for his failure to attend meeting.” 

Some people listed as being active in the church at different periods from 
the 1830s into the 1860s included: William Corum, William and Polly 
Ratcliffe, Harry Perkins, Nancy Cole, Nancy Denton, Jane Setliff, William 
Duncan, Hervey Moore, Soloman Hardy, Aaron P. Robertson, Samuel H. 
Walker, William Williams, David Shreve, E.G. Browning, William P. 
Williams and David Williams.“ 

Descendants of the Shreve Family have been active in Wolf Island 
Church for over one hundred and eighty years. The founder of the family, 
David Shreve married Nancy Thompson on February 10, 1785 in Lunenburg 
County, Virginia and settled in Charlotte County where he resided until the 
family moved to Rockingham County, North Carolina about 1800.*’ During 

the early 1790s, while living in Charlotte County, Shreve was a “licenefied” 
(unordained) preacher at Meherrin Baptist Church in  Lunenbury 
County.*It is unknown if he was ever ordained. Shreve, who settled two 
miles west of Wolf Island Church, died during the summer of 1806 shortly 
before iris son Robert was born.””. 


Hb Bpue Alnidheg fot: hehe 


Signature of Robert Shreve, March 30, 1846. 
Shreve was the pastor at Wolf Island Church from 


1835 until 1881. Photograph courtesy Ollie Shreve 
Winstead. 
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The son Robert Shreve joined Wolf Island Church in 1832 and was ordained 
a minister on April 12, 1835.°°He was called and accepted as pastor of Wolf 
Island and served in that capacity for over 45 years. Tradition relates that he 
was a “good preacher’ and often amused the congregation with his quaint good 
humor.*'He was married four times and outlived all his wives. Shreve had 13 
children who grew to maturity. His first wife was Delilia Moore, the daughter of 
Elder Thomas Moore who was the pastor of Wolf Island during the early 
1800s.” 

Robert Shreve continued to serve as pastor of Wolf Island until he was in his 
mid-70s. With his increasing age, a portion of the congregation of the church 
began to desire that he resign. At a church meeting in November 1881 he was 
relieved of his ministerial duties by a vote of 11 to 10. However it should be 
stated that many of the members of the church were not present at this 
meeting.” Shreve died October 4, 1882 and was buried in the church 
cemetery.“ Some of his descendants who have been active in the church 
include: Rob D. Shreve and family; Billie Smith and family; the Clement Henry 
Shreve family; the Hudsons; the Durhams; John R. Smith; Elder H.-P. Somers; 
Elder Hugh Wray; Elder O.J. Wray, Jr; and others.” 

It is interesting to note that the first three known pastors of Wolf Island 
Church owned and lived on the same farm. The land was first owned by Isaac 
Cantrell who sold the property to Clement Whittemore in 1798." In 1803 
Whittemore sold the land to Thomas Moore who deeded part of the farm to his 
son-in-law, Robert Shreve, in 1831.*’ Although the home tract was sold after 
Shreve’s death in 1882, his son Billie owned a portion of the land until his death 
in 1928. The Cantrell-Moore-Shreve land could truely be called “the Preacher's 
farm.” 

Robert Shreve’s sister, Mary Shreve Williams, also had several descendants 
who were active in Wolf Island church. Her son William P. Williams was active in 
the church from the 1850s until his death in 1864.°° Another son, Thomas R. 
Williams was a member of the church from the 1880s until his death in 1917. 
Mary’s granddaughter, Talitha Wray Carter was also a member of the church.® 

During the period 1860s-1890s some of the church leaders included C.G. 
Terry, R.W. Dallas, George W. Carter, Thomas R. Williams, James B. Talley,the 
Bennetts and others.®At the end of the Civil War the church membership 
stood at 45 but by 1880 it had increased to 88. During the remainder of the 
century the membership averaged about 60.°Sometime during this period 
John Holderby conducted a subscription school at the church.” 

It appears that a portion of the Wolf Island Cemetery was not on the church 
property. On January 7, 1885, Hugh K. Reid and William Lindsay donated a 
two acre tract of land to the church trustees, C.G. Terry and George W. Carter.” 
This land contains the largest portion of the church.cemetery. On August 27, 
1892 Sarah A. Lindsey, Hugh K. Reid and wife Caroline S. donated another 
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Tombstone of Elder Robert Shreve which was 
erected after the original stone was_ broken. 
Photograph by the author. 


tract of land to the church for the token price of $1. This lot lay west of the 
church building. In 1905 an additional acre on the east side of the church 
cemetery was secured, bringing the total to approximately 5.4 acres. The 
church property never included a spring but the ‘Palmer Spring” was 
across the road east of the church and was used to secure drinking water 
during the early period of the church. 

In 1906 the Country Line Association was divided into the Upper and Lower 
Country Line Associations. Wolf Island Church fell into the division known as 
the Upper Country Line and remained in that group until ca. 1952 when it joined 
the Salem Association.’ Associational meetings were held at Wolf Island Church 
197 el 93 Oe VO6 Lando. 

The ministers who served as pastor of Wolf Island Church from 1882 to the 
1920s included: James S. Dameron, J.M. Harris, Archer Nance, J.A. Burch, F.L. 
Oakley, J.F. Spangler and Wiley C. Jones.” Some of the prominent Old Baptist 
ministers who visited and spoke at the church during this period were P.D. Gold 
of Wilson, Isaac Jones of Pender County, Joshua T. Rowe of Baltimore, 
Maryland, P.G. Lester of Floyd County, Virginia and C.B. Hassell of 
Williamston, North Carolina.” 
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John Will DeLancey, Sr. of Reidsville was a member of the church longer 
than any other person. He was baptized by Robert Shreve in 1878 and 
remained a member until his death in 1952 at age 98." It is believed that he 
was baptized in Wolf Island Creek as was the practice at the time. He was a 
licentiate” of the church and often preached but was never ordained into 
the full ministry. Delancey was inviewed by newspaper reporters in 1945, 
and in 1952 thus preserving many of the early traditions of the church.”| 

During World War II the congregation began to make plans to build anew 
church to replace the old frame building which had been enlarged about 
1880."Under the leadership of John D. Carter, Sr. between $9,000 and 
$10,000 was raised to build a brick church.” Most of the timber on the 
church property was cut and sawed into lumber and with the labor of friends 
and members the new building was completed in 1946."° The new church 
was built a few feet west of the old buildng. The benches in the old church 
were slid through the windows into the new building and used until modern 
benches could be secured.’’ After the new church was completed the old 
building was sold to Troy DeLancey who used the materials to build a barn 
on his farm on the Port McCoy Road near Reidsville.""The barn has since 
been demolished. 

Wolf Island Cemetery was always a burial site for those of any faith and 
through the years grew to be one of the largest church cemeteries in the 
area. The oldest marked grave is that of James Shethar who died suddenly 
during the night of July 27, 1820 while a guest at Court’s Tavern” two miles 
northeast of the church. Shethar, a stranger, accompanied by his sister and 
manservant, was traveling through the county on his way from Coosawhatchie, 
Georgia to New York.*? The church allowed his body to be buried in the 
cemetery and his wife, Mary had a marker placed at the grave.” 

After the trees in the cemetery were cut, undergrowth covered the area. 
The cemetery was sprayed with brush-killer several times and many 
families maintained their family plots. Other areas became overgrown and 
these conditions continued through the 1950s* In the early 1960s the 
members and friends of the church cleaned away the undergrowth and 
sowed the cemetery in grass. The field rock markers were removed to 
facilitate mowing. An ad was placed in The Reidsville Review giving notice 
to the public that the rocks were to be removed and that any known graves 
should be marked.® It is estimated that there are approximately one 
hundred unmarked graves in the cemetery.** The old section of the 
cemetery was declared full and grave plots were offered for sale in the newer 
section to raise money to maintain the cemetery.” Prior to this time anyone 
was free to bury in the cemetery at no cost. 

A separate cemetery for the blacks was located behind the church. This 
area contained only a dozen or so graves. The field rock markers have also 
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The tombstone of James Shethar who 
died in 1820. Shethar, a stranger, died 
at a nearby tavern. This is the oldest 
marked grave in Wolf Island Cemetery. 
Photograph by the author. 


been removed from the area and only one marker dated 1898 remains.” 

In the 1930s Elder George W. Hill was chosen as pastor of the church and 
served until his death on November 21, 1970.* Elder Hill, a Surry County 
native, lived in Greensboro where he was a merchant.* Elder R.D. Bell of 
Mayodan served as co-pastor with Elder Hill for many years. He died in 
1972 at age 93 years.*° 

Since the mid-1970s two groups have held services at Wolf Island 
Church. An independent group meets on the second Sunday in each month 
with Elder H.P. Somers” as pastor. The Salem Association group meets on 
the fourth Sunday in each month. The Salem group presently has no pastor and is 
served by visiting ministers. 
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Elder George W. Hill, pastor of Wolf Island 
Church from the 1930s until his death in 
1970. Photograph from The Greensboro 
Daily News, March 4, 1945. 
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FOOTNOTES 


Matrimony Church, located between Eden and Price, was organized in 1776. A copy of the 
church minutes is located in the Special Collection Room at Rockingham Community College 
Library. Lick Fork Church was organized in 1786 or earlier. A copy of the church minutes is 
located in the North Carolina State Archives in Raleigh. 

Guilford Deed Book 3, 88. George W. Paschal, History of North Carolina Baptists, 
(Raleigh: Edwards & Broughton, 1955), Volume II, 192. Hereinafter cited as Paschal, History 
of North Carolina Baptists. 

‘Charles D. Rodenbough (ed.), The Heritage of Rockingham County. North Carolina. (Winston- 
Salem: Hunter Publishing Company, 1983), 102. Hereinafter cited as Rodenbough, 
Heritage of Rockingham. 

Avila Lindsay (Lowe), “Life on the Dan.” Manuscript written prior to 1904, copy in the 
papers of the late Bettie Sue Gardner. 

Conversation with the late Willie P. Wray in 1967. 

°Rodenbough, Heritage of Rockingham, 100-102. 

In 1952 Billie Jacobs Wright of Reidsville interviewed John W. DeLancey a 98 year old 
member of Wolf Island. She also copied portions of the church records. Hereinafter these 
notes are cited as Wright's notes, Wolf Island Church. Mildred Glass Reid, “Old Rockingham 
Primitive Baptist Church Planning For New Building.” The Greensboro Daily News, March 4, 
1945. Hereinafter cited as Reid, “Old Rockingham Church.” 

“Rockingham Court Minutes, August, 1790. 

’Granville Grant Warrants located in the Division of Land Grants, Secretary of State’s 
Office, Raleigh, North Carolina.The 1749 grant is probably the third oldest deed recorded in 
the present Rockingham County area. Only William Byrd’s two deeds for the Land of Eden 
pre-date 1749. 

William S. Powell, James K. Hubta, Thomas J. Farmham, (compilers); The Regulators in 
North Carolina, (Raleigh: Department of Archives & History, 1971), 465. 

''Granville Grant Warrants; Susan Cantrill Christie, The Cantrill-Cantrell Genealogy, 
(Brooklyn, New York: 1903), 8, 9, 26, 29, 30. North Carolina State Land Grants in the 
Secretary of State’s Office, Raleigh. 

"Early Families of The North Carolina Counties of Rockingham and Stokes with 
Revolutionary Service, (Madison, North Carolina: Privately printed by The James Hunter 
Chapter, D.A.R., 1977), 12-15. Hereinafter cited as Rockingham-Stokes Families with 
Revolutionary Service. 

'’ Asplund’s Register is reprinted in Paschal, History of North Carolina Baptists, Volume II, 
567. 

'4Copies of Benedict's General History of Baptists are located in both the Baptist 
Collection at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem and in the Main Branch of the 
Greensboro Public Library. 

Rockingham Court Minutes. 

'’Wright’s notes, Wolf Island Church. 

“Thid. 

“Thid. 

Tradition from Alice B. Smith, July, 1984. 

°"Matrimony Church records. 

“I Lick Fork Church records. 

* According to the Country Line Association Minutes Bridge Meeting House became 
extinct about 1840. 
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8Thomas Mullins was the early pastor at Lick Fork Church. Matrimony Church continued 
to be called Center Meeting House of Center Church until well into the Twentieth Century. 

*4Rockingham Deeds; Book F, 36; Book H, 57. 

> Rockingham Deeds; Book I, 40. Cantrell sold the land to Clement Whittemore in 1798 
who sold the farm to Moore in 1803. 

Thomas Moore’s son Hervey is listed in the 1880 census as being born in Granville 
County. 


”7 Rockingham-Stokes Families with Revolutionary Service, 124, 125. 

8 Copies of the Country Line Association Minutes are located in the Baptist collection, 
Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem. Inventory Docket Rockingham Superior Court 1835- 
1842, 15. (Account of sales of the property of Thomas Moore held March 24, 1837.) 

”°Rockingham Deeds; Book M, 33. 

3°Maloy A. Huggins, The History of North Carolina Baptists 1727-1932, (Raleigh: 

Edwards & Broughton, 1967), 416. Huggins lists Wolf Island as being formed in 1775. 

°=1Charles F. Leek, History of Pittsyluania Baptist Association 1788-1963, page 178. 

Richard R. Saunders, Sr., Open Doors and Closed Windows of The First Baptist Church of 
hieidsuille, North Carolina, (Durham: Seeman Printery, 1948), 235. Hereinafter cited as 
Saunders, Open Doors and Closed Windows. 

*’Wright’s notes, Wolf Island Church. 

**Thid. 

**Tbid. 

**Thid. 

3®Country Line Association Minutes. 

°7S aunders, Open Doors and Closed Windows, 237, 238. 

38 Saunders, Open Doors and Closed Windows, 238. Members of the old Baptist denomi- 
nation soon founded their own periodical The Signs of The Times which is still published. 
Many other Old Baptist’s periodicals were later published. 

°°Wolf Island Church adopted “Rules of Decorum” soon after Robert Shreve became the 
pastor. He was a great admirer of John Stadler and named one of his sons John Stadler Shreve. 

*°Country Line Association Minutes. 

“ Wright’s Notes, Wolf Island Church. 

“’Mary Settle Martin was the wife of Robert Martin who owned a plantation between 
Settle’s bridge and Pleasantville. 

*°“McCollum’s School House was in the Pleasantville area. 

“The 1963 Upper Country Line Association Minutes contain a historical sketch of 
Pleasantville Church. 

“Wright’s notes, Wolf Island Church. 

‘®Wright’s notes, Wolf Island Church, Country Line Association Minutes. 

"Lunenburg County, Virginia marriage records. Charlotte County, Virginia Deeds; Book6, 
4: Book 6, 103; Book 8, 164, 166. The last reference is a power of attorney from David Shreve 
to Henry Haley dated November 29, 1798 in which Shreve stated he was about to move to the 
state of North Carolina. 

“8 John Asplund’s Annual Register of The Baptist Denomination, (1790), 25, lists David 
Shreve as an unordained minister at the Meherrin River Church in Lunenburg County. He was 
also listed as a preacher in Asplund’s 1794-95 edition of the Register. 

*° Rockingham Court Minutes, August 25, 1806. The widow Nancy and a son-in-law, 
William Williams were appointed as administrators of the David Shreve estate. It appears 
Shreve never purchased land in Rockingham County and it was years later before the land in 
Charlotte County was sold. 

50lnformation from Robert Shreve’s tombstone in Wolf Island Cemetery. 
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““Pradition from Walter D. Carter (1888-1970) in conversation about 1960. Carter was a 
son of George W. Carter (1847-1917) who was a member of Wolf Island for over forty years. 
The Reidsville Review, July 12, 1983. 

“Rodenbough, Heritage of Rockingham, 561. Robert W. Carter, Jr. “Robert Shreve, 
Primitive Baptist: Minister’, 2, 3. This manuscript is in the Special Collection Room, 
Rockingham Community College Library. Hereinafter cited as Carter, “Robert Shreve, 
Minister.” 

“Carter. “Robert Shreve, Minister.” 6. 

“Robert Shreve’s tombstone. 

Reid. “Old Rockingham Church.” The Greensboro Daily News. March 4, 1945 and 
personal knowledge. 

“Rockingham Deeds: Book F. 36. 

Rockingham Deeds: Book I. 40; Book 2dC, 122; Book 2dE, 8. 

“*"The Preacher's Farm” is located on the Salem Church Road (S.R. 1987) and is presently 
owned by Sam Fairchild. 

™ Country Line Association Minutes. Rodenbough,. Heritage of Rockingham, 691. 

™ Rodenbough, Heritageof Rockingham, 689. 

“Ibid. 193. Talitha Wray Carter (1846-1927) was the wife of George W. Carter. member, 
deacon and church trustee. Their grandson R. Wray Carter, Sr. is presently a member and 
deacon at Wolf Island. 

“Country Line Association Minutes. Wright's notes, Wolf Island Church. 

Country Line Association Minutes. 

“Reid, “Old Rockingham Church”, The Greensboro Daily News, March 4, 1945. 

“Rockingham Deeds: Book 4B, 355. 

“Rockingham Deeds: Book 91, p. 284. Conversation with R. Wray Carter. Sr., April, 1984. 

“Country Line Association Minutes. 

“Country Line and Salem Association Minutes. 

“Reid. “Old Rockingham Church”, The Greensboro Daily News. March 4, 1945. 

"Thid. 

"\Ibid. DeLancey's tombstone, Wolf Island Cemetery. 

*. 4 licentiate is someone received on trial as a preacher and can speak in public but is not 
ordained. 

“Reid, "Old Rockingham Church’, The Greensboro Daily News. March 4, 1945. Wright's 
notes. Wolf Island Church. It is not known if Wright’s story about DeLancey and Wolf Island 
Church was ever published. 

“Reid. “Old Rockingham Church”, The Greensboro Daily News. March 4, 1945. 

Conversation with R. Wray Carter, Sr. April, 1984. 

“Thid. 

“Tbid. Personal knowledge of the author. 

““Tbid. 

‘The tavern was operated by George W. Courts who moved to the area from Virginia about 
1806. Later the home of the Womack Family, the tavern is still occupied as a home. The 
building is located in Sadler. 

“Reid, “Old Rockingham Church”, The Greensboro Daily News, March 4, 1945. 

*'The Shethar tombstone is the oldest marked grave in Wolf Island Cemetery. 

®? Conversation with R. Wray Carter, Sr., April, 1984. 

“Personal knowledge of the author. 

“4 Estimated count made by the author in May 1984. 

Personal knowledge of the author. 
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86Wright’s notes, Wolf Island Church. The marked grave is that of Thomas Powell who died 
in 1898 at age 65. 

87Salem Association Minutes, 1970. 

88Reid, “Old Rockingham Church”, The Greensboro Daily News, March 4, 1945. 

89 Carolyn Poole, 75, Going on 200, Mayodan 1899-1974, contains a sketch on Elder R.D. 
Bell. 

9017 P. Somers is a descendant of two early pastors of Wolf Island Church: Thomas Moore 
and Robert Shreve. 


£7. 


Wolf Island Church Cemetery about 1952. This picture shows many of the 


field rock grave markers which have been removed. Photograph courtesy 
Billie Jacobs Wright. 
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Wolf Island Primitive Baptist 
Church Cemetery 
Recorded by Linda Vernon, Leonora Sutton, Robert W. Carter, Jr., and 


Mary Jane Amos, April 1984. Compiled by James R. Meador, Lib Meador, 
and Bettie Pearson. The abbreviation ssw is used for same stone with. 


NAME DEATH DATE REMARKS 

ALLEN 
Matilda 1961 b 1872 

ARENDER 
William W. 2-4-1942 b 8-9-1870 

BAILEY 
John W. 1969 b 1896; ssw Katherine Lyle Bailey 
Katherine Lyle 1972 b 1907; ssw John W. Bailey 
Lillian 3-3-1934 b 6-30-1915 
Monroe 10-29-1929 b5- -1892; ssw Gracie Bailey Lea 


and Monroe Bailey, Jr. “Father” 


Monroe, Jr. 10-29-1949 4-7-1930; ssw Gracie Bailey Lea 
and Monroe Bailey, “Son” 


BENNETT 
Lou W. 6-14-1892 b 1-14-1887; dau of L.L. and Fan- 
nie S. Bennett; aged 5 y5 m 
BERRY 
Anna 11-30-1891, Apedt 30ieys 5. ms 124 8d 
Wife of James Berry 
BLACKWELL 
Mattie Lovelace 4-15-1965 b 10-28-1887; (Wife of T. C. 


Blackwell) 
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Nannie Virginia 


Thomas Cleveland 


BORLAND 
Arthur B. 


Minnie E. 


BRINTLE 
Alice C. 
James H. 

BROWN 
Earnest M. 


Mary L. Lynn 


Matilda Wray 


BRUMFIELD 
Cassie Doss 


Jesse G. 


Katherine Downey 


Morris Herman 


W. A. (Timmer) 


CANADY 
Bertha R. 


12-29-1872 


8-3-1944 


2-17-1963 


9-26-1966 


2-8-1895 


2-14-1911 


11-14-1942 


7-6-1956 


1983 


11-5-1981 


10-18-1971 


6-24-1964 


1b 


20 


b 8-11-1857; aged 15 yrs, 4 mo, 18 
ds., dau of J.M. and A.E. Blackwell 


b 3-10-1885 

b 6-2-1896; ssw Minnie E . Bor- 
land “Husband” 

b 7-27-1897; ssw Arthur B. Bor- 
land “Wife” 

b 3-27-1840, wife of J. H. Brintle 
b 4-8-1832 “Father” 

b 6-2-1919; ssw Mary L. Lynn 
Brown 


b 12-13-1921; ssw Earnest M. 
Brown 


3-14-1877 

b 8-26-1896; ssw W.A. Brumfield; 
“Mother” 

b 3-3-1919 


b 11-28-1920; ssw Morris Herman 
Brumfield; “Mother” 


b 9-6-1914; ssw Katherine Downey 
Brumfield; “Father” 


b 9-30-1892; ssw Cassie Doss 
Brumfield; “Father” 


b 1915; ssw Russell B. Canady; 
“Sister” 


Leonard Vance 


Nora J. 
Russell B. 


William I. 


CARROLL 


Wallace Monsees 


CARTER 


Della Newnam 


George W. 


Hattie Talley 


Janet 


John D., Sr. 


Josiah Kemp 


Mamie S. 


Mary Agnes Johnston 


R. Wray, Sr. 


Robert L. 


Talithia C. Wray 


1959 


2-27-1972 
1-22-1961 


8-25-1929 


10-26-1940 


9-11-1964 


POU 


979 


6-10-1960 


6-27-1949 
1949 


12-6-1969 


IEP Sik ie) 


4-26-1940 


1927 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


b 1899 

b 9-7-1878; ssw Wm. I. Canady 
b 5-19-1900; NC Pvt 50 Base Ha 
and ABSQ WW II; ssw Bertha R. 
Canady 


b 8-14-1866; ssw Nora J. Canady 


b 5-30-1889; “Mother” 


b 7-23-1883; wife of Robert L. 
Carter: ssw Robert L. Carter 


b 1847; ssw Talithia C. Wray 
Carter 


b 1905; ssw R. Wray Carter; 
“Mother” 


b 6-10-1960; infant dau of John 
and Pat Carter 


b 10-9-1880 
b 1905 


b 12-17-1893; (Wife of John D. 
Carter, Sr.) 


b 11-12-1885; wife of J. D. Carter 


b 1904; ssw Hattie Talley Carter; 
“Father” 


b 4-15-1878; ssw Della Newnam 
Carter 


b 1846; ssw George W. Carter 
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William J. 


CHANEY 
Charlie D. 


Elminer S. Moorefield 


COBB 
Fannie T. 


Ora Belle 


W. Burns 


Walter Willard 


COE 

Infant 

Robert L. 

Sarah Talley 

William D. (Punk) 
CONWAY 

Nannie J. 

S. W. 


COOK 
Emmett Sidney 


Lige Franklin 


1976 


7-31-1928 


4-10-1936 


8-26-1953 


11-20-1905 


7-4-1954 


11-29-1909 


3-10-1909 


7-21-1942 


9-10-1981 


1983 


3-24-1887 


4-19-1894 


1959 


7-14-1975 


22 


b 1884 


b 2-5-1870; “Father” 


b 11-8-1884; wife of C. D. 
Chaney; ‘‘Mother” 


b 10-31-1871; ssw W. Burns 


Cobb 


b 3-4-1890; age 15 yrs. 8 mos. 
16 days; dau of W.B. and F.T. 
Cobb 


b 1-21-1867; 
Cobb 


ssw Fannie T. 


b 10-16-1904; son of W. B. and 
FD Cobb 


b 3-10-1909; son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert L. Coe 

b 4-3-1885 

b 3-9-1891 

b 1925 

b________; aged 20 days; dau of 


S. W. and S. F. Conway 


b 5-14-1863 


b 1885; ssw Susie J. Cook 


b 7-4-1909, ssw Lucille Child- 
rey Cook: “Father” 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


Lucille Childrey 


Susie Jackson 


Thomas Floyd 


Victor Harry 


CROSS 
Harry J. 


J. L. 


Lucy H. Shumate 


DAVIS 
Ben 


DeLANCY 
J. W. 


Martha Cora Talley 


DENNY 
Emma Crowder 


Ga: 


‘ George Danial 


George Daniel 


1982 


3-4-1981 


6-17-1926 


1-7-1929 


1-20-1940 


10-12-1910 


12-31-1952 


3-27-1944 


1-4-1942 


9-7-1929 


7-17-1930 


23 


b 6-16-1923; ssw Lige Franklin 
Cook; “‘“Mother” 


b 1885 (deceased, no date given) 
ssw Emmett Sidney Cook 


b 1-1-1943 

b 1930 (deceased, no date given); 
ssw KE. S. and S. J. Cook 

b 8-3-1897 


b 4-3-1845; ssw Lucy H. Shu- 
mate Cross 


b 9-29-1860; ssw J. L. Cross; 
“His Wife” 


b 8-24-1907; son of Mr. and Mrs. 
D. T. Davis 

b 7-25-1854 

b 5-15-1866; wife of J. W. De- 
Lancy 

b 2-6-1879; wife of G. W. Denny; 
ssw G. W. Denny 


b 8-4-1876; ssw Emma Crowder 
Denny 


b 6-29-1899 


b 1-28-1930; son of G. D. and L. 
B. Denny 
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Roy L. 


Sarah Frances 


Troy M. 


DICKENS 
Charlie T. 
Mabel T. 

DICKERSON 
Infant 


Infant 


DOSS 
Daughter 


Son 


Paul Davis 


Sue I. Stanley 


DURHAM 
Martin J. 


Martin Joseph 


Mary A. Hudson 


10-29-1927 


2-1-1936 


10-30-1927 


3-24-1960 


4-22-1923 


12-6-1925 


10-26-1935 


7-5-1936 


2-9-1901 


5-15-1971 


3-20-1932 


24 


b 9-13-1927; son of G. D. and L. B. 
Denny; ssw Troy M. Denny 


b 10-10-1922; dau of G. D. And L. 
B. Denny 


b 9-13-1927; son of G. D. and L. B. 
Denny; ssw Roy L. Denny 

b 2-12-1900 

b 2-25-1908 

b 4-21-1923; infant of J. H. and 
Mamie Dickerson 


b 12-6-1925; infant of Mr. and 
Mrs. L. J. Dickerson 


b ; dau of P. D. and Sue 
Doss 
b___—_; sonof P. D. and Sue 
Doss 


b 7-6-1915; ssw Sue I. Stanley Doss 


b 4-24-1914; ssw Paul Davis Doss 


b 4-4-1852; ssw Mary A. Hudson 
Durham; ‘Father’ 


b 6-5-1893 
b 7-21-1857; wife of Martin J. Dur- 


ham; ssw Martin J. Durham; 
“Mother” 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


Sallie Clara 
EDWARDS 
Infant 


ELLEDGE 
Grace Taylor 


Sherman S. 


FARGIS 


Carrie Talley 


FERGUSON 
Alice V. 


F. Turner 


James Paul 


James Robert 


FRENCH 
Bertha 


Bob Lee 


Lottie 


Mary Ann 
Mattie S. 


GAMMON 
Callie V. 


Elbert J. 


6-23-1973: 


7-9-1913 


6-25-1964 


1970 


1910 


12-19-1955 


8-16-1919 


4-12-1947 


3-24-1914 


10-25-1961 


12-26-1918 


11-29-1932 


7-27-1977 


1958 


7-14-1922 


20 


b 11-19-1889 


b 7-9-1913; infant of J.A. and S. 
W. Edwards 


b 7-18-1907; ssw Sherman S. El- 
ledge 
b 2-1-1906; ssw Grace Taylor El- 
ledge 


b 1904 


b 1860; wife of J. R. Ferguson 
b 3-9-1898 
b 3-9-1901 


b 11-20-1854 


b 7-25-1882; wife of W. R. French 


b 12-17-1919; NC P.F.C. Co. Gs 
736 Mil Police Bn. WW II 


b 9-13-1903; dau of W. R. and B. Wi 
French 


b 10-30-1904 


b 7-8-1894 


b 1870; ssw John T. Gammon 


b 9-25-1913; son of J. L. and V. C. 
Gammon 
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Floyd Thomas 
John T. 


Leonard B. 


Mary 


GARNER 
Maude H. 
Otis V. 


William L. 


GENTRY 


GIBBS 
Ellen J. 


Ervin Spencer 


Robert F. 


GIBSON 


GRIFFITH 
Sarah C. 


HALBROOK 
Fred Cooley 


HALL 
Fisher F. 


2-22-1963 


1940 


7-9-1895 


12-25-1909 


1981 


12-1-1962 


197 


1964 


1940 


1980 


6-22-1920 


11-30-1951 


1944 


26 


b 1-30-1893 
b 1865; ssw Callie V. Gammon 


b 4-1-1894; son of J. T. and V. C. 
Gammon; aged 1 yr 3 mo and 8 d’s 


b 8-10-1895; dau of J. T. and V. C. 
Gammon 

b 1884; ssw William L. Garner 

b 1-6-1899 


b 1885; ssw Maude H. Garner 


BC: (no other names 
or dates on stone) 


b 1903; ssw Robert F. Gibbs 


b 1937; son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Gibbs 


b 1908; ssw Ellen J. Gibbs 


bps 2; (no sother*namesjor 
dates on stone) 


b 5-16-1845; “Our Mother” 


b 5-10-1922 NC P.F.C. 127 Infan- 
try WW II BSM-PH 


b 1888 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


Infant 


Infant 


Infant 


Mollie E. 


HAMMACK 
Lottie W. 


HEFFINGER 
Georgia G. 


HOLBROOK 
James E. 


Annie Roberts 


HUDSON 
A. J., Sr. 


Andrew Jackson, Jr. 


Clara S. 


Infant 


Isaiah E. 


Mary A. V. 


1972 


2-22-1920 


ie ey 


6-6-1942 


12-3-1966 


11-28-1898 


11-4-1936 


9-12-1979 


1897 


8-23-1876 


1-2-1908 


at 


b____———_; infant dau of Fisher 
F. and Mollie P. Hall 


b_————_s; son of Fisher and 
Mollie P. Hall 


b____————s; infant son of Fisher 
and Mollie P. Hall 


b 1892 

b 11-9-1898; wife of G.L. Hammack 
b 1877 

b 8-6-1879; ssw Annie Roberts 
Holbrook 

b 10-31-1880; ssw James E. Hol- 


brook 


b 2-22-1920; aged 76 yrs. 9 ms and 

6 ds. “Joined the Primitive Church 

at Wolf Island about the year 1868” 
b 8-3-1862 

b 9-28-1895 


b__———C;«X Infant of A. J. and S. 
A. Hudson 


b 11-6-1853 
b 11-1-1829; Aged 78 yrs. 2 ms and 


1 da; “Joined the church at Wolf 
Island about the year 1850” 
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Robert D. 


9-14-1920 


Sarah Angeline Williams 1-24-1943 


JAMES 
Delmar L. 


Eliza 
James M. 
Sadie M. 


JOHNSON 
Andrew J. 


Annie Belle 
Charlie E. 

Edna V. 

Lily May 

Rachel E. Stewart 
Robert “Bob” 
Sarah B. 


Willie T. 


JONES 
Gariee; 


Cornelia E. 


Eleanor F. 


1-18-1935 


5-7-1934 


3-13-1944 


5-27-1936 


10-11-1925 


6-29-1919 


5-4-1908 


4-3-1918 


3-18-1917 


6-12-1911 


3-1-1910 


1-24-1939 


2-2-1915 


12-22-1923 


4-21-1919 


1-9-1918 


28 


b 6-22-1852 

b 8-21-1872; wife of Andrew Jack- 
son Hudson 

b 1-9-1935 

b 4-20-1862; ssw James M. James 
b 12-11-1866; ssw Eliza James 


b 5-17-1919 


b 6-25-1849 

b 3-1-1879 

b 8-4-1884 

b 3-23-1894 

b 12-28-1888 

b 1857; wife of Andrew J. Johnson 
b 4-12-1886 

b 10-22-1845 


b 4-27-1880 


b 8-22-1919; son of R. M. and Lucy 
Jones 


b 12-27-1839; age 79 yrs3 ms 25ds; 
wife of J. Armstead Jones 


b 4-28-1905; dau of R. M. and 
Lucy Jones 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


Emma W. 
J. Armstead 
James L. 


Lucy Jane 


Mary Wallace 


Minnie Ethel 


Robert M. 


Ruth Myrtle 


KIMBRO 
Sarah E. 
T. W. 


KING 
I. J. 


KNIGHTEN 
Elizabeth H. 


James T. 


Joseph E. 


Wanda Sue 


1-8-1912 
1-15-1914 
4-12-1889 
1957 


9-2-1916 


8-26-1917 


1937 


3-17-1916 


1921 


4-11-1917 


1962 


1925 


11-20-1947 


7-26-1954 


2 


b 12-27-1860; wife of R. J. Jones 
b 6-20-1836 

b_____—_; age 40 yrs. 

b 1881 

b 3-30-1895; dau of R.J. and E. 
W. Jones; ssw Minnie Ethel and 
Ruth Myrtle Jones 

b 1-3-1903; dau of R.J. and E.W. 
Jones; ssw Mary Wallace and Ruth 
Myrtle Jones 

b 1874 

b 8-5-1898; ssw Mary Wallace and 


Minnie Ethel Jones; dau of R. J. 
and EK. W. Jones 


b 1858; “His Wife”; ssw T. W. 
Kimbro; no death date given. 


b 1861; ssw Sarah E. Kimbro 
b 9-9-1854 
b 1878; ssw James T. Knighten; 


“Mama” 


b 1883; ssw Elizabeth H. Knigh- 
ten; “Papa” 


b 2-10-1879; ssw Zola T. Knighten 


b 
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Zola T. 


LEA 
Gracie Bailey 


James Pinkney 


Martha J. 


Robert B. 


LINDSEY 
Jack W. 


John 


Margaret Lee 


Mattie Oakley 


Samuel Wilson 


Talitha Rawley 


William T. 


LOVELACE 
John A. 


10-28-1977 


2-14-1939 


6-12-1906 


3-27-1887 


8-11-1905 


1946 


4-2-1851 


4-2-1923 


1954 


9-20-1902 


7-18-1887 


2-9-1917 


1920 


30 


b 3-20-1893; ssw Joseph EK. Knigh- 
ten 


b 2-22-1895; ssw Monroe Bailey 
and Monroe Bailey, Jr.; “Mother” 


b 1-1-1882; son of W. O. and M. E. 
Lea 


b 2-8-1887; dau of W. O. and M. E. 
Lea 


b 3-4-1885; age 20 yrs 5 mos7 ds; 
Smith River Council No. 71 Jr. 
O.U.A.M.; son of W. O. and Mary 
EK. Lea 


b 1876; ssw Mattie Oakley Lindsey 


b 9-29-1795; ssw Talitha Rawley 
Lindsey; “He was a kind and bene- 
volent man and has left a wife and 9 
children, with many friends to 
mourn his loss.” 


b 7-15-1909; dau of J. W. and 
Mattie Lindsey 


b 1881; ssw Jack W. Lindsey 


b 9-12-1877; son of R. G. and A. J. 
Lindsey; “‘Our Brother” 


b 12-29-1805; ssw John Lindsey 
b 9-15-1914; son of J. W. and 
Mattie Lindsey 


b 1840; ssw Nannie A. Lovelace; 
“Father” 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


Nannie A. 
LYNN 
Albert 


Beulah R. 


MABRY 
Frederick Ray 


Mrs. Fred R. 


MILLER 
Bettie T. Dodson 


R. M. 


MOOR 
Mary 


MOORE 
Auvasti 


PARTLOW 
Georgia W. 
John V. 

PASCHAL 
Herbert 


Masten 


PERKINS 
Clarance William 


1928 


4-5-1968 


1980 


1964 


5-28-1888 


9-15-1911 


11-27-1835 


5-26-1844 


1970 


1921 


6-6-1904 


6-10-1894 


1928 


b 1843; ssw John A. Lovelace; 
“Mother” 


b 7-2-1889; “Daddy” 


b 10-29-1892 
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b 1898 


b 1905 


b 7-21-1837; wife of Rob’t M. Miller 
b 12-19-1835; “Member of Co. G, 
14th NC Regiment” 


b______; “In the 29th year of 
her age”; wife of Hervey Moor; dau 
of James and Nancy Whitsett 


b ; Ag’d 69 ys 11 ms; wife 
of Thomas Moore 

b 1883; ssw John V. Partlow 

b 1876; ssw Georgia W. Partlow 
b 12-3-1898; son of G. W. and 
Addie L. Paschal 

b 3-8-1893; son of G. W. and Addie 


L. Paschal 


b 1928 
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Elisha E. 


James W. 


John S. 


Margaret Pettigrew 


Thomas 
Willie S. 


PILLAR 
George T. 


PITTMAN 
Alice 


Morgan 


POWELL 
Thomas 


PRYOR: 
Pauline P. Smith 


RAY 
Nannie E. 


Thomas R. 


REYNOLDS 
Mrs. John R. 


ROACH 
Isabella 


1965 


1-28-1950 


1974 


1958 


1-4-1968 


11-17-1958 


11-27-1898 


1983 


1-24-1923 


6-8-1932 


1956 


8-5-1852 


32 


b 1888 

b 5-20-1888 

b____—_s; no dates on stone 
b________; wife of John S. Perkins; 
no dates on stone 

b___—s; no dates on stone 

b 1895 

b 1880 


b 11-16-1910: ssw Morgan Pitt- 
man; ‘Mother’ 


b 2-1-1900; ssw Alice Pittman; 
“Father” 


b_; Age 65 years; only 
marked grave in section for Blacks 


b 1893 


b 2-3-1850; wife of Thomas R. Ray 


b 10-9-1849 
b 1922 
b See Ace 47, ys Ormsileds: 


wife of A.M. Roach 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


James, Sr. 


Ruth 


Tabitha 
Thomas 


ROBERTSON 
Lafayette H. 


SAMS 
Floyd D. 


Margaret S. 


SCOGGINS 
| had 


Mary A. 
SCOTT 
Cynthia E. 


J. M. 


SETLIFF 
Georgia A. Carter 


SHELTON 
Baby Boy 
Infant 


Kattie B. Bailey 


SHETHAR 
James 


8-23-1841 © 


6-9-1847 


7-1-1862 


6-18-1860 


10-2-1832 


11-22-1978 


8-8-1881 


9-26-1881 


6-2-1897 


4-24-1899 


1950 


12-1961 


5-3 -1962 


4-10-1937 


7-27-1820 


33 


b___——; Aged about 88 y’s; “A 
soldier in the Revolutionary War” 


pa Ss; 
James Roach 


age 90 ys; wife of 


b 2-1-1799 
b ; Aged 63 years 


b 6-3-1830; Son of A. P. and M. G. 
Robertson 


b 3-29-1911; ssw Margaret S. Sams 
b. 6-14-1918; ssw Floyd D. Sams 


b 3-30-1853; ssw Mary A. Scoggins 

b 5-10-1841; ssw L. T. Scoggins 

b 10-22-1822; aged 74 yrs 7 ms & 11 
ds; wife of J. M. Scott; broken stone 


b 9-12-1815; aged 83 yrs7 m’s& 12 
d’s 


b 1869; wife of A. B. Setliff 


b 12-1961 

b 5-3-1962; dau of Mr. and Mrs. 
N. L. Shelton 

b 6-2-1918; wife of Austin Shelton 


pe This stone placed 
here by Mary Shethar in memory 
of her husband James Shethar who 
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SHREVE 


Charlie (Clem) 
Clement H. 


Ella Mae 
Infant 


Maggie B. 
Myrtle Talley 


Nannie Bertha 
Norma Mitchell 


Oakley T. 
Elder Robt. 


Robert D. 
Samuel J. 
Sarah J. 


W. H. 


SHUMATE 


Ada Belle 
Ardenia Gilliam 


Claude Allen 
Emma D. 
James L. 
James S. 
John B. 
John Earlie 


11-19-1964 


10-6-1939 


12-20-1937 
8-21-1921 


1981 
5-31-1963 


12-16-1918 


5-12-1971 
11-20-1916 
10-4-1882 


11-30-1945 
5-13-1952 
5-6-1963 


8-7-1928 


1931 
3-12-1936 


3-8-1936 
2-14-1938 
3-12-1925 
ion 
12-8-1943 
10-16-1965 


34 


on his way from Coosawhatchie, 
where he resided to the state of N. 
Y. died in this county, the 27th day 
of July 1820. In the 44th year of his 
age. 


b 12-27-1895; ssw Myrtle Talley 
Shreve 

b 7-12-1870; ssw Sarah J. Shreve 
“Father” 

b 3-16-1911 

b 9-15-1918; son of R. D. and M. L. 
Shreve 

b 1894’ (Wife of Robert D. Shreve) 
b 7-12-1893; ssw Charlie (Clem) 
Shreve 

b 11-15-1905; dau of C.H. and 
Jennie Shreve 

b 6-20-1924 

b 2-11-1905 

b 4-27-1806; Age 76 yrs 5 mos & 7 
days; “United with the Primitive 
Baptist Church at Wolf Island in 
1832, was odained 12 Apr 1835. 
Died in the same faith Oct 4, 1882” 
b 11-30-1891 

b 3-24-1928 

b 10-6-1878; ssw Clement H. 
Shreve; ‘Mother’ 

b 10-18-1849 


b 1909; ssw James S. Shumate 

b 3-11-1936; dau of P. L. and Katie 
Shumate 

b 12-18-1898 

b 9-23-1870; ssw John B. Shumate 
b 5-16-1838 

b 1902; ssw Ada Belle Shumate 
b 3-25-1868; ssw Emma D. Shumate 
b 11-22-1896; NC PVT US Army 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


Lois Gillam 


Luther R. 


Mrs. Mary Janie 


Ollie Wall 


SMITH 
Betty 
Coleman G. 
Cornelius Lee 
Infant 


James H. 


Minnie O’Briant 


Percy 


Rebecca Shreve 


Robert A. 
William Samuel 


SNOW 
Infant 


James P. 


John Wilbur 


6-2-1927 


4-23-1907 


8-4-1929 
8-3-1974 


te Wa 
1903 
2-9-1926 
2-27-1886 


5-14-1925 
1973 
8-11-1939 
1927 


4-19-1947 
1949 


5-13-1948 


12-6-1976 


1-8-1929 


SOMERS; also see Summers 


Alonzo 


Lockie 


SOYARS 
Ida Kimbro 


Lawrence N. 


3-6-1963 


12-7-1966 


5-11-1983 


9-16-1965 


WW I; ssw Ollie Wall Shumate and 
Lois G. Shumate 

b 11-15-1925; ssw Ollie Wall and 
John Earlie Shumate 

b 3-12-1906; sonof Mr. and Mrs. J. 
B. Shumate 

b 4-4-1839 

b 6-19-1903; ssw John Earlie and 
Lois Gillam Shumate 


b 1851 

b 1846 

b 5-10-1847; wife of R. A. Smith 

b 2-27-1886; dau of R.A. and C.M 
Smith 

b 9-25-1889 

b 1888; ssw William Samuel Smith 
b 12-22-1919; son of W. S. and M. 
L. Smith 

b 1856 

b 8-25-1862 

b 1878; ssw Minnie O’Briant Smith 


b 5-13-1948; son of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. L. Snow 

b 5-27-1922; CPL US ARMY WW 
II 

b 1-23-1925; son of J. O. and R. H. 
Snow 


b 7-23-1900; husband of Mary 
Williams Somers; father of James 
R., Charles A., and Ronald O. 
Somers 

b 1-25-1898 


b 12-4-1896; ssw Lawrence N. 
Soyars 

b 8-3-1893; ssw Ida Kimbro 
Soyars 
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Mary E. Stewart 1935 
Robert H. 1928 
Rosie K. 1933 
W. E. 1901 
STALLINGS 
Thomas O. 6-3-1957 
STANDLEY 
F. E. 1-28-1932 
He’: 7-9-1920 
John R. 8-20-1928 
S. B. Hubbard 3-29-1954 
STANLEY 
Billy L. 1983 
Fannie Pearl 4-27-1932 
Joe C. 4-13-1953 
Pvt. Joe E. 5-29-1954 
Mary M. 1-25-1911 
Minniene: 
STEWART 
John H. 8-23-1890 
Martha 7-7-1914 
Mary E. 9-23-1912 
W. G. 2-18-1891 
STOKES 
Charles H. 7-24-1914 


Florence A. Nunnally 11-26-1911 


Wm. Allen 2-27-1896 
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b 1863; wife of W. E. Soyars; ssw W. 
E. Soyars 

b 1893; ssw Rosie K. Soyars 

b 1896; ssw Robert H. Soyars 

b 1857; ssw Mary E. Stewart Soyars 


b 12-27-1885 


b 2-14-1876; ssw S. B. Hubbard 
Standley 

b 1-23-1920; son of F. E. and S. B. 
Standley 

b 3-9-1916; son of F. E. and S. B. 
Standley 

b 2-24-1879; wife of F. E. Standley; 
ssw F. KE. Standley 


b 1936 

b 11-24-1930; dau of J. C. and 
Minnie Pearl Stanley 

b 4-13-1903; ssw Minnie P. Stanley 
b 10-1-1932 

b 12-17-1907; aged 3 years 1 mon8 
days; dau of F. E. and S. B. Stanley 
b 12-3-1908; ssw Joe C. Stanley 


b 6-15-1867; Aged 23 yrs 2 mos 8 
ds 

b 1834; mother of Rachel Stewart 
b 7-24-1830 

b 9-30-1830; 60 y 4m 18 d 


b 9-20-1857 

b 4-4-1860; wife of C. H. Stokes; 
“devoted wife and mother’ 

b 6-14-1886; ssw Withers J. Stokes; 
“sons of C.H. and F. A. Stokes” 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


Withers id; 
STONE 

Allonie K. 

Bettie Martin 


Birdie 


PVT. Clarence G. 
Cora Lee Pearson 
Delilah N. Hudson 


Dora B. 


Infant 


James A. 


James M. 


Jim Willie 


John W. 


Leanor Virginia 


Lester G. 
Malissia C. 


Martha Ann 
Martha J. 


Mary Myers 
Nellie Gray 
Pettis 
Pinkney W. 
Rosa 
Sallie Ruth 


William Eperson 


STRADER 
Alvis D. 


6-9-1889 
1983 
1-19-1977 
7-30-190__ 
9-8-1944 
10-16-1955 
2-9-1913 
2-21-1900 
3-18-1925 


8-18-1944 


11-30-1943 
8-15-1967 


2-14-1935 
1930 
7-2-1931 
2-6-1966 


9-21-1911 
9-24-1884 


3-1-1972 
1943 
1973 
1-30-1924 


2-20-1920 
10-12-1905 


4-28-1941 
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b 2-22-1888; ssw Wm. Allen Stokes 


b 1906 

b 7-4-1889; ssw Jim Willie Stone; 
“Mother” 

b 8-28-1902; dau of C. L. and J. W. 
Stone 

b ; “Killed in France” 

b 12-1-1867 

b 1-27-1869; wife of R.J.C. Stone 
b 6-8-1871; Aged 28 yr's7 mo’'s 13 
da’s; Dau of P. W. and Martha JJ. 
Stone 

b 3-18-1925; son of J. M. and 
Malissia Stone 

b10-31-1921: NC CPL 175 Inf 29 
Div WW II Killed in action in 
France 

b 6-15-1877; ssw Malissia C. 
Stone; “Father” 

b 8-3-1886; ssw Bettie Martin 
Stone; “Father” 

b 7-29-1861 

b 1925 

b 10-31-1896 

b 1-7-1883; ssw James M. Stone; 
“Mother” 

b About 1842; Wife of P. W. Stone 
b 5-29-1844; Aged 40 yrs 3 m’s & 
25 d’s; Wife of Pinkney W. Stone 
b 4-14-1931 

b 1942 

b1891; ssw Rosa Stone 

b 3-15-1840 

b 1906; ssw Pettis Stone 

b 4-20-1897; wife of N.P. Stone 
iy ee rave /9 years 


b 10-20-1869; ssw Rhoda B. 
Strader, ‘“‘Father” 
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Mary Jane 
Rhoda B. 


SUMERS 


Franklin T. 


3-2-1927 
5-25-1943 


6-18-1982 


SUMMERS; also see Somers 


Annie E. 
Jesse L. 
Jessie G. 

Joe W. 

Mary M. 

Mary W. 
Mollie F. 
Nannie L. 
Nannie Rebecca 
Robert Grover 
Robert P. 


Robert S. 
Sarah Anny G. 


W. M. | 
William Jackson 


William T. 


TALLEY 


A. J. 
Charley H. 
David W. 


Elbert Hill 
Eugene J. 
Fred W. 


4-9-1916 


6-23-1885 
8-11-1892 
6-26-1950 
10-1-1885 
1930 
9-14-1935 
4-5-1923 


6-23-1874 
1-19-1922 
2-4-1918 


1934 
1-13-1888 


10-5-19038 
3-26-1935 
3-10-1937 
8-27-1940 
3-4-1917 
7-12-1908 
1942 


1-12-1918 
12-12-1972 


b 5-24-1909 
b 1-6-1872; ssw Alvis D. Strader; 
“Mother” 


b ; Age 13 no 30 da 


b 6-21-1869; ssw Robert P. Sum- 
mers; “his wife” 

b 3-7-1885 

b 4-2-1891 

b 5-26-1888 

b 4-16-1866; wife of R.P. Summers 
b 1861 

b 12-14-1868 

b 10-8-1840; wife of W. M. Sum- 
mers 

b 6-24-1871; Aged 3 years; Dau of 
W. M. and N. L. Summers 

b 10-11-1892; son of R. P. and A. 
E. Summers 

b 10-29-1859; ssw Annie E. Sum- 
mers 

b 1859 

b 3-16-1875; Aged 12 ys9 ms; Dau 
of W. M. and N. L. Summers 

b 3-28-1833; “37 yrs member of 
Wolf Island Church” 

b 7-2-1903; Son of R. P. and A. E. 
Summers 

b 9-19-1866 


b 7-11-1858; ssw Julia Talley 

b 6-7-1876 

b 4-6-1897; son of Charlie and 
Mary Talley 

b 1913 

b 9-6-1890 

b 8-2-1900; ssw Huston M and 
Laura W. Talley 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


George E. 1937 
George W. 1-11-1913 
Huston M. 1-13-1931 
Infant 

Julia 2-7-1940 
Laura W. 7-23-1962 


Mrs. M. G. Somers 


Martha Jane Roberts 3-20-1935 


Mary Ann 4-1-1954 
Mary M. 4-24-1923 
Pamelia F. Smith 1923 
W. R. 1-18-1931 
William F. 9-11-1942 
TAYLOR 
F. Kathleen 11-28-1925 
TOLER 
Ben 7-14-1950 
George M. 3-4-1983 
Ida 3-14-1936 
Infant 7-31-1933 
Jackie 2-27-1936 
James David 12-29-1958 
Michial 6-5-1940 
Ruth C. 4-25-1982 
Ted W. 8-9-1933 
VAUGHN 
WALL 


Ardena Caroline Gilliam 2-25-1926 


b 1871 

b 7-5-1849 

b 1-22-1925; ssw Laura W. and 
Fred W. Talley 

b ; infant of A. J. and 
Julina Talley 

b 11-24-1858; ssw A. J. Talley 

b 4-5-1899; ssw Fred W. and Hus- 
ton M. Talley 

b 3-28-1862; deceased (no death 
date on stone); wife of W. R. Talley; 
ssw W. R. Talley 

b 7-7-1850; wife of R. B. Talley 

b 4-2-1879; wife of Charlie H. Talley 
b 5-10-1855; wife of W. F. Talley 
b 1848; wife of George W. Talley 
b 9-12-1856; ssw Mrs. M. G. Somers 
Talley; “Father” 

b 1-12-1866 


b 9-20-1922 


b 4-29-1858; ssw Ida Toler 

b 11-27-1900; Pvt US Army WW J; 
ssw Ruth C. Toler 

b 6-16-1870; ssw Ben Toler 

b 7-31-1933; son of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. M. Toler 

b 2-25-1936 

b 10-24-1941 

b 6-5-1940; son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mack Toler 

b 6-6-1905; ssw George M. Toler 
b 10-13-1927 


; no other name or dates 
on stone 


b 1-25-1866; wife of J. H. Wall 
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J. H. 


Thomas W. 


WALTERS 
Emeline 


WARF 


Bruce James 


AR) 
Mrs. J. B. 


Sylvester H. 


Thenia K. 


WATKINS 


Birdie C. Ferguson 


Thomas Woodburn 


WILLIAMS 
Cassie P. 


Gordon J. 


Mary A. Lindsey 


Sarah A. 
W. P. 
William B. 


WILSON 


Dewey Forrester 


Edna Earl 
H. C. “Cab” Sr. 


Mae E. Monsees 


WOMACK 
A. 


12-28-1924 
11-30-1952 


3-27-1876 


3-2-1924 
2-17-1924 


7-5-1926 
1965 


5-30-1942 


11-1-1962 


3-6-1966 
11-16-1894 
1918 


12-22-1864 
1930 


10-30-1942 
4-27-1942 


3-28-1942 


12-2-1891 


40 


b 11-28-1869 
b 10-4-1892 


b_____; Aged 23 yrs 1 mo 8 ds; 
wife of R. C. Walters; married 20 May 
1875 


b 10-25-1889; son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. B. Warf 

b 2-9-1859 

b 8-5-1859 

b 1896; ssw Thenia K. Warf 

b 1908; ssw Sylvester H. Warf 


b 4-5-1886; wife of Thomas Wat- 
kins 
b 8-25-1886 


b 4-30-1899; ssw Gordon J. Will- 
iams; ““Mother’” 

b 11-16-1884; ssw Cassie P. Will- 
iams; “Father” 

b_______; Aged 63 yrs & 18 days; 
wife of Wm. P. Williams 

b 1859; ssw William B. Williams 
b 3-16-1818 

b 1856; ssw Sarah A. Williams 


b 7-10-1898; ssw H. C. “Cab” 
Wilson, Sr.. 

b 2-4-1930 

b 6-18-1898; ssw Dewey Forrester 
Wilson 

b 10-28-1904; wife of B. E. Wilson 


b 10-30-1814 


Wolf Island Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 


Louisa M. 
Martha Cobb 
Mary J. 


WRAY 
Mary E. Smith 


Oliver Judson, Sr. 
YEATTS 

Charlie J. 

Hester P. 


ZIGLAR 
Thilitha Pearl 


5-18-1883 
5-8-1930 
2-1920 


10-12-1955 


1-9-1972 


8-3-1949 
7-3-1962 


1948 


' b 2-2-1818; wife of Abram Womack 
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b 3-13-1848 
b 8-1849 


b 4-13-1887; wife of O. Judson 
Wray 
b 5-17-1894 


b 5-12-1880; ssw Hester P. Yeatts 
b 3-23-1885; ssw Charlie J. Yeatts 


b 1892 


The Fels Family of Rockingham and 
Caswell Counties 
by 
Charles D. Rodenbough 


The Jewish merchant-peddler in the South in the Eighteenth century 
was often a caricature to his contemporaries but his influence, both 
economically and socially, on thousands of small towns cannot be neglected 
by history. The Fels family lived three generations, over a century in time, in 
Rockingham and Caswell Counties. They represented a case study in such 
influence. Typical of a significant number of their race who came to North 
Carolina, they were at the same time a part of the South yet set apart from 
their fellow Southerners. It was a reciprocal social ambivalence. A recent 
history says, “the Jew was conditioned to fear authority from the boot of the 
tsar and the emperor, he knew his place-the perpetual visitor, tentative and 
unaccepted, his primary concern to remain and survive.” In the Fels family 
it is possible to see the ebb and the flow of this tension between remaining 
and surviving 

Lazarus and Isaac Fels were born in Semback in the Palatinate region, 
near Kaiserslautern, in what was then the Kingdom of Bavaria. Lazarus was 
born in 1815 and Isaac about 1817.’ Their grandfather was Joseph Nathan 
Fels. Their father was a merchant of moderate means.” 

In 1842 Lazarus Fels married Susannah Freiberg and according to the 
marriage contract they lived with the father, Simon Joseph, who by then 
was a widower. Lazarus, like his father, became a merchant and three 
children were born to the young couple in quick succession.* 

Part of the aftermath of Napoleon’s Waterloo defeat in 1815 saw a 
succession of laws passed in Germany removing various civil liberties 
enjoyed previously by Jews. In Bavaria there were laws limiting the number 
of Jews in the professions and even the number of marriages of Jews. There 
were anti-Jewish riots in Bohemia and in 1848, when republican uprisings 
broke out across Europe, Jews saw little hope of improved conditions and 
entire towns of them fled to America. They were called the “forty-eighters” 
and most were small town Jews. They were attracted to the South because 
they viewed it as provincial - more like the small rural villages they had left.° 
Nathan Glazer in his American Judaism speculates that, ‘Before the Civil 
War there was also very likely a higher portion of Jews among the white 
population of the South than in the Northeast.” 

Lazarus Fels and his young family became part of the “forty-eighters.” 
He had been designated unfit to serve in the royal army of the King of 
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Bavaria because he was a Jew. It is from his exemption certificate that we 
learn he was a man of slight build, only 5 feet 4% inches in height. On June 
19, 1848 Lazarus was issued a passport by the Royal Vavarian Country- 
Commission at Kaiserslautern which stated: “He is accompanied by his 
wife Susannah Freiburg, twenty-eight years old, and his three children, 
Abraham five, Bertha three, and ‘Babette’ (Barbara) Fels one year old. He 
will travel via Rotterdam to New York in North America to visit relatives 
there.” An Uncle, Isaac Weil, attempted to discourage the migration by 
promising an additional inheritance if the family did not go to America 
but the decision had been made.° 

Lazarus and his family arrived in Philadelphia in late August or early 
September of 1848 and, after arranging for his family to stay with friends, 
Lazarus and his son, Abraham, headed south in search of a new home. They 
were gone eleven months and by the time they returned, Lazarus had 
become a peddler of household wares and he owned a canvas-topped wagon 
with a team of horses and a very old buggy and horse. He put Susannah and 
the two little girls in the wagon and he and Abraham led the way in the buggy 
and they set off south to the new home.’ 

They settled first at Halifax Court House on the road between Richmond 
and Danville. Another son, Joseph, was born there in 1853. Soon, however, 
they moved again, further south into North Carolina to Yanceyville, the 
county town of Caswell County. There Lazarus took over as owner of the 
leading general store. On June 26, 1855, in Caswell County Court, before 
Judge John M. Dick, Lazarus renounced his Bavarian citizenship and 
became a citizen of the United States.” 

Isaac Fels, the younger brother, may have emigrated with Lazarus. His 
son-in-law in later years was reported to have had a letter, dated August 27, 
1840 from Philadelphia to Kaiserslautern, sending money to allow Isaac’s 
wife to come to America. The date certainly is too early but if in fact the date 
on the letter was 1848 instead of 1840, it would correspond almost exactly 
with the date of Lazarus’ emigration. Isaac’s wife was Hannah Ruple.’ 

Isaac was first recorded in Caswell County in 1853 when he was granted a 
license by the county court, ‘‘to peddle goods, wares, and merchandise.. .in 
(a) one horse carriage...”'” Thus he began in America like his brother as a 
Jewish peddler to Southern planters and merchants. 

In later years, a story recollected about Isaac as the town Jew in Madison 
may give a clue to the circumstances under which he left Germany. “I trowd 
my gun in the ribber Rhine,” Isaac would answer when asked about his 
emigration, all to the delight of the natives who poked fun at his accent." 
Perhaps Isaac was not exempted from service in King Ludwig I’s Army or he 
may even have been involved in the republican uprisings of 1848. 

Lazarus Fels’ success in Yanceyville led him to expanded interests in 
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Isaac Fels as he appeared in old age-the 


sojourner. Photograph courtesy Annie 
Mae Fels. 


Rockingham County and from the beginning the intent appeared to be to 
set his brother up in the merchantile business in which the family had 
prospered. [n April, 1856 Lazarus and Isaac recorded a contract in 
Rockingham County by which Lazarus stated his intention of establishing a 
“Merchantile Business in the Town of Madison.” He assumed all financial 
responsibility “‘to furnish all of the Capital to buy the goods, To rent or 
purchase a suitable House, and ........... to pay the hire of all clerks and 
agents.” Isaac was to receive $250.00 to ‘““Superientend and look after” the 
business.” The recording of the agreement confirmed what was already a 
reality. The Reidsville Democrat of March 16, 1856, published. in 
Madison, carried the advertisement of a new store, Stanfield and Fels, and 
admonished, “Don’t fail to call at the corner store nearly opposite Smith’s 
Hotel.”** Like the experience in Yanceyville, the expansion of the Fels’ 
interests into Madison seem to have been a financial success. In May of 
1856 Lazarus Fels bought a lot (#51) on the corner of Hunter and Dalton 
streets adjoining the lot on which A. J. Smith operated a hotel. By May he 
had bought part of a lot on Murphey Street,’ and in July 1858 he bought an 
office building on part of lot#28 from the lawyer, Alfred Moore Scales.'® 


44 


The Fels Family of Rockingham and Caswell Counties 


These purchases all seem to have been investments rather than store sites. 

There is a story, probably much of which is apocryphal, which has been 
passed down about these first years. The Fels lived in a tiny house on the 
north side of an extension of what was Academy Street, west of town. When 


The home of Isaac and Hannah Fels in Madison, 
North Carolina. The house was on the north side 
of an extension of Academy Street. 


one of Hannah’s babies was born the women in the area brought some used 
clothes from their trunks and dressed the small infant they had found 
wrapped only in clean rags. They were incensed the next day when they 
returned to find the child back in swaddling clothes and never again offered 
help to this stranger in their midst. 

By 1859 L. Fels & Co. was relocated on Murphey Street in the building 
that had previously been the drug store of Staples and Galloway."’ In each 
partnership Lazarus provided the money and Isaac the resident manage- 
ment. Throughout the pre-war period Lazarus seems to have dominated the 
Fels business dealings. One characteristic of the family through the years 
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was the fluid way they moved from one investment or business structure to 
another allowing leadership reigns to shift freely from father to son or 
brother and back again. 

The Fels brothers purchased a total of about 120 acres around Madison 
in several tracts, most of it near the prosperous and industrious merchant- 
farmer, Alex Searcy. This proximity raises the speculation that the Fels 
brothers shared some business projects with this many-faceted business- 
man.'* That possibility is enhanced by the fact that Isaac Fels and a maiden 
schoolteacher who lived at the Searcy home. O.L. Harte, witnessed an 1863 
deed by which Searcy conveyed a building on Murphey Street to the 
Masonic Lodge.'® The similarity of the businesses which Alex Searcy and 
the Fels brothers pursued is so close that they must have shared some joint 
ventures - Searcy, the Presbyterian Deacon, and Fels, the Jewish merchant. 

In 1861 Lazarus Fels became postmaster in Yanceyville, a measure of his 
acceptance by the community.”” The war presented further business 
opportunities for him. In partnership with Thomas D. Atkins, he bought 
land in Caswell and engaged as a wholesaler and middleman in speculating 
in tobacco, pigs, and cotton.”' His son, Abraham, went into the army, as did 
Isaac. The most authoritative estimate says that in excess of twelve 
hundred Jews served in the Confederate Army, including twenty-four army 
and eleven naval officers.” Isaac probably did not join the army prior to 
1863 and his date and place of enlistment are not known. For a time he was 
stationed at Asheboro rounding updeserters. He was paroled at Greensboro 
as a Sergeant on May 16, 1865.”* Thirteen days later Lazarus was similarly 
pardoned for his offical service to the Confederacy as postmaster.”* 

The war destroyed everything. The plantation economy was in ruin. 
“Half the men returning home were crippled, all of them destitute, without 
capital, seed fertilizer, or even an organized market in which to sell 
anything. Merchants swept out their dusty stores, but they had no credit 
with which to assemble any saleable goods. The dilapidated plantation 
houses were peeling whitewash, their finery plundered, the era of elegance 
but ghostly memory. Nothing of the old way remained, especially not the old 
system of factorage, the economic foundation of the system, whereby 
plantation owners and farmers would agree to meet their obligations in a 
year. Factorage had been an idea based on trust and optimism, and the 
broken South could afford neither.”” 

In the upheaval of the war’s end Isaac returned to Madison. Abraham 
went north to Baltimore, New York, and Philadelphia seeking profitable 
contacts and Lazarus sought new ventures in Caswell. In January 1866 
Lazarus entered into partnership with Thomas H. Hatchett to erect a 
distillery on Hatchett’s land, but by summer this effort was a failure. In the 
wake of the collapse of the business, a quantity of hogs, fed on the waste 
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from the distillery production, began to sicken and starve. To turn his 
bloated, rotting hogs to some profit, Lazarus became a soap maker. The 
first attempt collapsed and by the end of the year Lazarus had experienced 
his second business failure.” 

Surrounded by defeat and diminished opportunity in North Carolina, 
Lazarus was attracted north by the possibilities uncovered by his son, 
Abraham.”’ The family moved to Baltimore the last day of 1866. Fels and 
Company of Baltimore, manufacturers of fancy soaps, was the partnership 
established by Lazarus Fels and his son Abraham. 

Isaac Fels did not join his brother but appears to have committed his lot 
with his Madison neighbors. Like other Jewish merchants who continued to 
move into the South, now most often from eastern Europe, Isaac would 
have made his yearly buying trip to Baltimore returning with the latest 
information on fashion and hard to get luxuries for a struggling society. The 
Baltimore Bargain House, for example, paid the railroad fare for peddlers 
to come up and restock.”*Such trips gave Jews opportunities to see old 
friends and, in the case of Isaac, he could meet with Lazarus. Isaac made no 
attempt to disguise his Jewishness, recognizing that repeated stories told at 
his expense were at once measures of respect and separation. When the well 
regarded Presbyterian minister, Cornelius Miller, passed him on the street 
one day Isaac told some neighbor, “There goes a man vat iss friendly against 
everybody.” The others laughed. “Against,” they said. “Don’t you mean 
‘with’?” “veil, mit everybody den,” he amended good-humoredly.” 

Meanwhile, Lazarus’ success in Baltimore turned sour and by 1870 the 
soap business had failed again. This time the family moved to Philadelphia 
where they had first entered America. Abraham moved to the West. His 
younger brother, Joseph, now entered the business and, with his advent, 
success finally came. Joseph Fels was a determined and brilliant business- 
man. He refounded Fels and Co. in Philadelphia in 1876, the Centennial 
year, when he was twenty-three, and in 1881 he brought in his father, 
Lazarus, and younger brother, Samuel Simeon, as a junior partner. They 
sold their soaps aggressively throughout the country, especially Joseph, 
who was the mastermind behind the sales promotion.*’ A Philadelphian, 
Charles Walter Stanton, had succeeded in introducing a naphtha or benzine 
solvent into ordinary laundry soap and in 1894 Joseph persuaded the Fels 
family to buy Stanton out, absorbing his business and introducing the Fels- 
Naptha soap (simplifying the spelling of Naphtha). ‘““The yellow laundry 
soap with a fresh, pungent aroma and remarkable solvent powers,” was a 
phenomenal sales success despite the depressed economic conditions. 
Joseph carried his product to England and gradually Fels-Naptha gained 
popularity throughout the British Isles and on the continent.” 

Lazarus Fels died in 1894 in Philadelphia. His sons, Joseph and Samuel 
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Simeon, continued to develop the business. A powerful social consciousness 
began to evolve in Joseph Fels as wealth through business success 
multiplied. His feelings were shared by his wife but spurned and ridiculed 
by his brother, Samuel Simeon, who, with his ambitious wife, held firmly to 
more conservative views. Joseph declared, “We cannot get rich under 
present conditions without robbing somebody. I have done it, you are doing 
it, and I am still doing it; but I propose to spend the damnable money to wipe 
out the system by which I made it.’’” 


The sons of Lazarus and Susannah Fels in 1878: from left, Samuel, 
Joseph, Abraham, Maurice. Reprinted from Arthur Power Dudden, 
Joseph Fels and the Single-Tax Movement. 


The ill will that these divergent philosophies engendered remained 
between the brothers for the rest of their lives. Joseph spent most of his 
time in England where he became a leading exponent of the single-tax 
movement and attained a world fame as a speaker equal to William 
Jennings Bryan and Robert M. LaFollette.** He virtually divorced himself 
from Fels and Co. leaving operational control to Samuel. The fact that the 
continued success of the company provided Joseph with the means to 
pursue what Samuel considered rash, revolutionary social ideas, embittered 
Samuel. In the end, however, Samuel was partially vindicated. J oseph Fels 
died in 1914 in Philadelphia on the eve of the Great War which unleashed 
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such uncontrolled revolutionary forces that his more moderate single-tax 
movement was swept into the scrap heap of economic theory. Samuel 
remained President of Fels and Company until his death in 1950. The 
Samuel S. Fels Foundation, Inc. of Philadelphia, which he established, is 
today a major philanthropic endowment whose most visable benefaction is 
the Fels Planetarium in Philadelphia.** 

The other branch of the family, that of the emmigrant brother, Isaac Fels, 
remained closely associated with Rockingham County. The 1880 Census 
recorded Isaac as a butcher. The Branson Business Directory in 1884 
showed him as a manufacturer of harness and saddles and as a merchant 
and tradesman in Madison dealing in livestock. Then, around 1885, Isaac 
and Hannah left Madison for a small settlement of German emmigrants 
living outside Chicago. There is an obvious relationship between Isaac’s 
involvement in the livestock related trades and the growing stockyards of 
Chicago. But, whatever Isaac expected out of his move to Illinois proved 
illusive and, after about eight years, he returned to Madison. Coincidentally, 
at the same time the Scales family, which had similarly moved away, to 
Texas, returned to town and were greeted by a brass band. Both families 
could claim this honor but Isaac surely knew the band was his only by 
association.” 

Isaac was never defeated by the lot he was cast in life. His brother 
attained much greater material wealth but Isaac was satisfied. His neighbor 
at the Rural Retreat Plantation, Joseph Vaughn, used to proclaim that, 
“Man had heaven or hell on earth’. Isaac would respond that, “He had 
heaven’.*® He was always openly, devoutly, and loyally Jewish, but the 
mutual respect that he built with his neighbors broke down separating 
barriers. 

The Fels daughter, Lizzie, broke a social barrier by marrying a gentile, a 
local man, W.R. Poole. There were several Poole children including Sam, 
Ruble, Maurice, and Oscar. The elder Fels and the Poole family had a 
modest farm west of Madison on land Isaac had bought in 1874 from 
William Pratt. Isaac did assist his son, Samuel, in starting his mercantile 
business in Reidsville. Isaac died in Reidsville August 28, 1902 from 
tuberculosis. He and Hannah were buried, along with their daughter and a 
grandson, on the Rockingham County farm west of Madison, far from 
Germany. He died a Confederate veteran, a Mason, and yet a sojourner.”” 

Isaac and Hannah’s son, Samuel, found his future in Reidsville, a town of 
burgeoning growth since the Civil War. In 1886, at 27, he married Jetta 
Cohen. The marriage was brief, family tradition claiming it lasted only one 
day.**A decade later, recording his age as just thirty two, he married Sarah 
Beorman, who was twenty, in Reidsville.” 

Even Fels and Company of Philadelphia, in the person of Lazarus, and 
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his sons, Joseph and Samuel Simeon, became interested in the prospects of 
Reidsville and in 1883 bought a site on which they may have planned an 
extension of the soap business into the South. They were still essentially 
traders as the purchase price for the land called for $525 and one gold 
watch. By 1893 whatever plans they had were dropped and the tract was 
sold.*° 

Samuel, over a period of years, bought many tracts in Reidsville 
beginning with acreage which had once contained Irvin’s Mill.*’ He started 
in his mercantile business about 1890 thus repeating in another generation, 
the pattern of the merchant-peddler with his access by railroad to the 
wholesale houses of Baltimore. His store on Scales Street carried a top line 
of ladies clothing and many Reidsville brides purchased their wedding 
garments from the Fels. Another feature was the fine hats mostly of Sarah’s 


Samuel and Sarah Fels of Reidsville, North Carolina. Photograph from 
The Heritage of Rockingham County North Carolina. 


own design.*’ Samuel and Sarah Fels built their two story home on the 
corner of Main and Harrison Streets facing on the 300 block of South Main. 
As they succeeded in the clothing business Samuel acquired other business 
property in downtown Reidsville until he became a major property owner. 

Samuel died April 6, 1939 survived by Sarah and their children: Moses, 
Emanuel, Joseph, Annie Mae, and Margaret. Both the daughters became 
schoolteachers in New York City. Annie Mae did not marry but Margaret 
married Victor Lowy, moved to Montgomery, Alabama and had two 
daughters. The sisters both live today in Montgomery. Joseph went to the 
University of North Carolina, later settled in Scarsdale, N.Y., married, and 
had a daughter. Through the Samuel Fels Estate the family still has 
property in Reidsville.* 
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“But in the South the Jews faced a special breed of American. There, to 
be an American was to be a Southerner. Who can even imagine the strange and 
twisted soul of the Civil War Southerner, the fantasies that haunted his dreams 
and his history; the man at war with the values of the nation and yet its most 
ardent defender; the Southerner, rhapsodic in defense of his institutions, 
homogeneous and uniform in origins, intolerant of dissent because of a deep 
commitment to the absolute superiority of his way of life; the Southerner, 
the believer in caste, caught up with the guilt of slavery and the mystery of 
the black stirring around him. The Jews were, first of all, white, or at least 
men who could pass for white. But they would always be outsiders, for 
somewhere in the roots of populism and fundamentalism lurked a foreboding 
distrust of the foreigner, anyone who was not a Southerner and not Christian 
and therefore alien to the sameness all around.’ 
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The Thomas Moore Bible Record 


_ In 1967 the editor copied the following information from a loose page 
from the Thomas Moore Bible. The owner of the Bible record, the late 
Willie P. Wray of Stoneville, was a descendant of Thomas Moore who was 
the minister at Wolf Island Church during the early 1800s. 


Patsy Turner Moore daughter of Thomas & Vashty Moore was born 
the 19 of May 1797 

Ritter Mynck Moore daughter of Thomas & Vashty Moore was born 
the 25 of August 1798 

Loved Moore Son of Tho and Vashty Moore was born March 15th 
1800 

Harvey Moore was borne the 15th June 1801 

Polley Moore born June 27 1803 

Betsy Moore born Sept 24 1805 

Lucy Moore born July 14th 1807 

Mashal Moore born 12 of May 1810 

Delilia Moore born July 10th 1811 


_____ ____y Vashty Moore daughter of T. & V. Moore was borne 
February 10, 1813 


According to court records Thomas Moore died late in 1836 or early in 
1837. His wife Vashty (or Auvasti) died in 1844 at the age of 69 years. Their 
oldest daughter, Patsy married George Wells; Ritter (or Henrietta) married a 
Smith; Betsy (or Elizabeth) married a Wardlow; Delilia married Robert 
Shreve; Epsey married a Smith. No record on Polley or Lucy located; they 
probably died young. Of the sons: Loved married Margaret Irvin in 1824 
and died about 1839; Harvey married twice, first to Mary Whitsett in 1834, 
second to Mary McCollum in 1837; Marshall married Nancy King in 1829 
and later moved to Clark County, Kentucky. 


SOURCES: Rockingham County marriage bonds, tombstones in Wolf 
Island Cemetery, Rockingham Will Book B, 294, Inventory docket Superior 
Court Records 1835-1842, 15, 182. Letters owned by the late Willie P. 
Wray. 
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Watercolor painting of “The Sorra Town Mountains from Col. Moore’s.” 
This picture of the home of Matthew Moore in Stokes County was painted 
in the 1840s by Mr. Vogler of Salem. Moore married Letitia Dalton (1742- 
1838), daughter of Samuel Dalton, I. Picture courtesy the Old Salem 
Collection, Old Salem Library, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 
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A Brief History Of The Dalton Family 


And The Hunters 


Part One 
by 
Robert H. Dalton, M_D. 
1805-1900 


Notes by 
Linda C. Vernon and Charles D. Rodenbough 


Robert Hunter Dalton was born February 21, 1805 on Beaver Island 
Creek in western Rockingham County. He was the son of Nicholas and 
Rachel Hunter Dalton. His early education was at Madison Academy and in 
early manhood he studied medicine under several doctors. Later he 
attended medical lectures at Transylvania College in Lexington, Kentucky. 
After medical school in Philadelphia he returned to Rockingham County to 
practice. On January 6, 1832 he married Jane Martin Henderson and in 
1835 the family moved to Livington, Alabama. In 1845 the Daltons moved 
to Aberdeen, Mississippi where he practiced until 1867 except for the years 
1861-1864 when he served as a doctor in the Confederate Army. As a 
widower in 1867, he moved to St. Louis, Missouri where he practiced until 
1875. At that time he retired and moved to Neosha in southwest Missouri to 
live with his son. His last years were spent in Tacoma, Washington with his 
daughter, Mrs. Alexander Smith. He died in January, 1900, nearly 95 years 
of age. 

In January 1878 the following narrative about the Dalton and Hunter 
Families was written by Dr. Dalton at the request of his daughter, Mary Lou 
Dalton Brodnax of Rockingham County. The original Dalton manuscript is 
in the collection of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, Missouri. The 
grammar, spelling and punctuation of the manuscript has been retained. 


The name Dalton is Norman French and was originally De Alton as Ihave 
learned from various sources, indeed some of the branches retain the name 
until today. The English progenitor is said to have come from Normandy 
with William the Conqueror and there seems to be a legend coming down 
through every branch of the family, that, for distinguished military service 
he was ennobled and endowed with a very large estate. But of that no one 
can be certain, though the name of Count De Alton does occur in remote 
English history. 

In the course of time the family became numerous in both England and 
Ireland and now many branches are living in America. Of those in England 
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some have become distinguished, for instance, Dr. John Dalton, author of 
the ‘Atomic Theory’.' Those in Ireland, being Catholics have lived for ages 
in poverty and few have risen above the grade of ordinary labor, but 
latterly they have risen and have begun to figure in the priesthood. In 
America there is now Dr. John C. Dalton, of New York, the great 
physiologist who ranks with Carpenter of England; and his father was alsoa 
distinguished professor lately in one of the medical schools in New York. 
In the early part of the last century, my great- grandfather, with two of his 
brothers, migrated to America and settled first in New Jersey leaving their 
elder brother in possession of a large estate by the law of primogeniture. 
This estate lay in Yorkshire, not far from Hull, and after the death of this 
brother, who was a dissolute bachelor and died without issue, it became the 
object of long litigation, but so far as I have been informed no part of it has 
ever been recovered by his heirs. In 1860 there was again very great 
excitement among all who bore the name, or were descended from the 
Dalton family, in regard to this estate, on account of newspaper items which 
were going the rounds in regard to it at that time. I received some very 
amusing letters at that time written by persons! have never heard of before, 
some of them proposing to contribute to a fund to send me to England to 
recover the $95,000, which, they said, the heirs were entitled to. The idea of 
this claim must have been universal among the Daltons as indicated by an 
incident which occurred to me last year in Los Angeles, California. Being 
incidentally introduced by Colonel DeLong, of Kansas to Henry Dalton, a 
wealthy and very intelligent rancher of Los Angeles Valley, and the colonel 
asking if we were related, I replied that I could answer the question if Mr. 
Dalton could state whether he had any interest in a very large estate in 
Yorkshire, England, whereupon he sprang to his feet in great and sudden 
excitement and swore that his father had bankrupted his family by litigating 
for it. The old gentleman was fierce in denunciation of the law of 
primogeniture and corraborated all I had heard about the drunken 
bachelor, even to his name, John. After that, he always came up to see me 
when he visited the city. He and his brother George went to sea from Hull 
when they were young and stopped and settled in the valley many years ago, 
acquiring large tracts of land and became rich in their latter years. 
Samuel Dalton, my great-grandfather, lived many years in the vicinity of 
the elder James Madison’ and had much to do with that family as I learned 
by reading a large package of old papers and documents in possession of my 
great-aunt Hughes’ of Patrick County, Virginia, whom I was in the habit of 
visiting frequently in my boyhood and after I was a physician. From Virginia he 
removed to Georgia and is said to have settled on the very land which is now 
occupied by Savannah, but deterred by the Indians, and losing some of his 
family by sickness of the climate, he started back to Virginia, but, as he was 
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passing a charming and healthy looking place, on Mayo river, which is now in 
Rockingham County, North Carolina, and ten miles above the junction of the 
Mayo and Dan, he determined to settle there, and soon came into possession of 
a large body of land where he lived during the balance of his life. He became the 
wealthiest man in all that region and raised a very large family of children and a 
great many negroes.’ I was born and raised within five miles of his residence, and 
I well remember, not only that large plantation, but the very house wherein he 
lived in his latter days. It was alarge frame house overlooking the beautiful Mayo 
River and the splendid scenery beyond. And now, as I write, my imagination is 
charmed by a vivid recollection of the glorious panaroma as it was wont to meet 
my youthful view. The house was painted a dark Spanish brown and had not 
lost its color when I sawit, although it was not occupied. He died but a short 
time before my birth, 106 years old. He was said to be active and erect as 
long as helived, and, in his later years, walked usually with his hands 
clutched behind him. For many years in his latter life he refused to ride on 
horseback or in a vehicle, and sometimes during the year of his death he 
walked five miles to my father’s place on Beaver’s Island and back again 
next morning. When a child I remember the very great respect and 
veneration with which the old people spoke of him.’ 

He had several sons, of whom I knew most of David, a rich planter and stock 
raiser in Stokes County, North Carolina I heard much also, when a child, of his 
sons Robert, William and Charley, whom, I think, lived in Virginia. His son, 
Samuel, was my grandfather. He may have had other sons, I think probably, but 
I am not aware of their names." 

He had many daughters’ and I knew personally only Mary, wife of Colonel 
Hughes (Archelous) of Patrick County, Va., a distinguished man.” Letitia, wife of 
Colonel Moore, near the Saura Town Mountains, Stokes County, North 
Carolina, who was the mother of Gabriel Moore, once Governor of Alabama and 
Senator in Congress;’ Matilda, wife of Captain Hamby, one of General Marion’s 
righthand men and whose name is honorably mentioned in history;"" Virginia or 
Ione (they called her Jennie) wife of Captain Hamby’s brother.'' These were all I 
_ ever knew but I am confident there were several others. And I was only 
permitted to know these because they were all then living to the age of about 100 
years. I am unable to explain how I became related to the Hughes family, once 
living in Rockford, Surry County, North Carolina," and Winstons of Surry 
County;'’ and many others whom I knew and loved as relations when I was 
young unless they sprang from the daughters of my grandfather for they 
were all in the same degree akin to me. And here I may be permitted to pay 
tribute to the immense and innumerable descendants of Samuel Dalton of 
Mayo. If one of them has ever been arraigned for crime or disgraced by 
ungentlemanly conduct, it has never come to my knowledge. 

My great-grandmother, wife of Samuel Dalton of Mayo, I think, was a Gallihu 
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of Virginia. I am sure she was a Gallihu or a Ewel. I find that her name was 
Kinner, and that my great- grandmother's name was Ewel or Gallihu, most likely 
the latter. I retain but little remembrance of her except that she was described as 
a charming old lady.'' 

Samuel Dalton, my grandfather, lived at my old homestead on Beaver’s 
Island, and died there, aged 50, of a snakebite. He was insane for a year or two 
before his death and indulged the habit of preaching a sermon at the same 
hour every day on an elevation 400 yards south of the house by the root of an 
oak tree, the stump of which was pointed out to me when a child in what was 
called the “red field”. People of the neighborhood, it was said, often came 
there to hear his eloquence. He had the character of being, as I remember 
hearing Col. John Hughes, his nephew say, after I was nearly grown, the 
sprightliest Dalton he ever saw, and that the country lost much by his 
misfortune. He died, however, possessed of a snug little estate, by the 
division of which my father, uncle and aunts were able to make a good start 
in life. 


Early Madison, North Carolina street scene. Photograph from Our Proud Heritage, 
Rockingham County North Carolina. 
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The sons of my grandfather, Samuel Dalton of Beaver Island, were Nicholas, 
John, William, Samuel and Ewel; his daughters were Mary, Elizabeth and 
Nancy. 

Nicholas Dalton, my father, was born at the homestead on Beaver Island, 
1770, April 4th, and lived there during his life in very easy circumstances and 
domestic happiness, where, with my lamented mother, he raised 13 children - 8 
sons and 5 daughters - all of who lived and grew up healthily. 

When quite young he entered the store of Peter Hairston on the Dan River in 
Stokes County, North Carolina,'” where he remained until nearly grown; and 
there, soon after, while yet young, married my mother and settled down for life in 
the old homeplace. He was a large, heavy-set man, mostly, if not quite, six feet 
tall, weighing, in his prime, over 200 pounds. With chestnut brown hair, blue 
eyes and very fair skin, his high forehead and broad face with symertrical 
features, gave him a handsome appearance. His nose was rather long, chin 
broad and handsomely oval, and lips thin. Between his locks and the summit of 
his forehead, the raked niche ran back into the hair, strikingly characteristic of 
the Dalton type. Eis generous countenance was benignant, though his gaze was 
rather stern. He was quiet and passive in disposition and tolerant of annovance 
but, when aroused, his determination was terrific. His carriage was erect and 
graceful and his gait quiet and measured. His habits were, in all respects, 
exemplary and his manners chaste, gentle and unobstructive, in the family he was 
always so dignified that the elder children feared to approach him unless 
encouraged to do so. To me this seems to be a fault. If he was ever guilty of any 
kind of immorality, it never came to my knowledge. All his pleasures were 
centered in home and he was never away unless called by urgent business. To 
me he seemed to take little interest in the affairs of the house or plantation, 
except in the early mornings when he was out giving directions to the hands for 
the day's work, and he seldom went among the laborers. His custom was to sit 
about the house reading books or papers all day when not playing backgammon 
with one of the older sons or daughters or out in the horse lot in front of the house 
yard where he always kept his pet horses running on grass in the summer. In fact, 
_ horses were his speciality and though he cultivated rich land with a number of 
able hands he always derived more profit from them than from anything else; his 
knowledge and judgement in regard to horses being remarkable. When first 
married, his father-in-law gave him a fine dark bay mare called ‘Gospel; from the 
price of which, for 15 or 20 years he realized a handsome annual income for 
those times. One of the last colts was ‘Tyrontly’ as fine a horse as I ever beheld 
when sold when four years old for several hundred dollars. Cultivating rich low 
lands, which seldom if ever failed, he made large crops of provender and corn so 
that he was always prepared to feed them weil His habit was, in addition to 
raising colts, to buy or swap them off for poor horses, and, after fattening and 
polishing them up, to swap them off for poor ones again, and so on, always 
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making a handsome profit. I once knew him to trade for a poor little mare which 
he fattened and polished into a very fine little animal. The Deputy Sheriff. came 
along with another poor young mare for which he traded, getting $50 to boot. Six 
months afterwards the man came by with the same mare for which he traded so 
worsted that she could hardly be recognized. They exchanged again with $50 to 
boot and, within six months, this original mare was a larger, finer and better nag 
than she ever was. 

When one of the eldest sons was not over the plantation hands, he always 
kept a humane overseer of good judgement, giving him a share of the crops, by 
which he bore but little care of the management; thus he was thought by some to 
be rather lazy or indolent, but, if so, his laziness did not seem to injure him 
though he did lie down and sleep an hour or so every day after dinner. 

My father coversed with only tolerable ease and fluency, being a man of only 
ordinary education and seeming to fear failure in expressing his ideas. Though 
usually taciturn, he was sometimes quite humorous and fond of a joke and when 
much amused, he would laugh immoderately and shake all over. He was fond of 
company and hospitable to a fault. He would even entertain a Yankee peddler 
for days without any pay, only for the pleasure of hearing him talk about the 
peculiar institutions and affairs of the far-off Yankeedom. Our house was a place 
of refuge and pleasure for a very large circle of relations who lived in different 
parts of the surrounding country, and whenever they came in numbers, 
especially at Christmas, music and dancing were then in order in the large west 
room where my father always sat in a corner by a blazing log-fire, and, as my 
beautiful sisters and lovely cousins went whirling around the splendid music of 
Brother James’ fine violin, the fine old gentleman would seem to be transfigured 
with delight. He was not inclined often to engage in argument, but, on politics, 
which were running high in those days (not long after the Revolution) he would 
sometimes dispute very vehemently with his brothers and brothers- in-law, 
all of whom were Democrats, he, like his father-in-law, being a Republican." 
I have known him to argue with Aunt Nancy’s husband, Absolon Scales," 
who was a very intelligent man, so vociferously that, being alarmed, I would 
run out, but on occasions my mother would walk in and soon the gentlemen 
would be all smiling and polite. Soon after marrying he was appointed 
Justice of the Peace and held the office during his life. For many years 
before his death he was the senior Magistrate for Rockingham, hence, he 
always presided in the County courts, and I have often seen the most 
distinguished lawyers trying important and interesting cases before him. 
His decisions were seldom reversed by a higher court. The Bar was then 
very strong, composed of such men as Yancey, the Moreheads, Settle, 
Swaim, Jones, and lastly, Carr, Graham and Boyden." He was punctual in 
attendance on the ‘law days’ or the monthly neighborhood courts, where he 
would go, riding a fine fat horse, likely to be swapped off after adjournment 


60 


A Brief History of the Dalton Family and the Hunters 


of court for a poor one ‘a bag of bones’ as my mother always called them but 
the bag of bones soon took on fat and polished hair and some poor fellow 
had to pay dearly for the corn and fodder that produced it. He was always 
temperate. As to his religious sentiments, my impression was that he was 
partial to no particular creed while he practiced the charity of all. Whenever 
one of the negroes died he would have the funeral preached by old‘ Johnnie 
Wilson’ a good old ‘Hardshell’, who, standing in the south door of our house 
overlooking the grassy shady yard, where all the negroes were congregated, 
the white people being seated in the house, would deliver to my youthful 
ears, most elegant and effective sermons. He never failed to lie down and 
sleep an hour after dinner when at home. He chewed tobacco and 
sometimes smoked a pipe with a long stem. 

On my return from thie lectures in the spring of 1827 he was complaining of 
slight symptoms of paralysis in one leg, and a strange sensation in some part of 
his brain. I supposed it was owing to want of exercise, and I advised him to walk 
over the high hills every day to his mill, a mile distant. From that time til 1835, 
when I saw him last, I heard no more of it, but he died, after a long and painful 
illness of that disease, in 1838, aged 68 years. He left a fine estate, but left none 
of it, but a pittance, to me, for one reason, he had educated me and spent more 
money on me than on any of the other children; and that I was engaged, during 
my stay in the neighborhood, in helping myself, while they were at home helping 
him. The bequest was satisfactory to me and I never complained. My father 
never held much money, but he was never extravagant. He dressed plainly but 
was always clean and neat. So kind, respectful and just was he to all that I may 
truly say that he had no enemies. He was loath to speak evil of anyone, and often 
chided others for doing so in his presence. I will close this account of my father 
by declaring, in all candor and the truth, that I never beheld a man of more 
upright and noble traits then he posessed. 

John Dalton, my father’s brother,'® born April 28, 1775, lived one mile 
northwest of my father when I was a child but removed to Tennessee within my 
recollection. [ remember that he was taller than my father and I never forgot his 
_ features though I was only a little child when I last saw him, when I saw and 
traveled with General Scott”’ in 1831 I thought he was a facsimile of mv uncle 
when I saw him. He married a sister of the once celebrated Meredith Gentry of 
Tennessee who was also born and raised partly in Rockingham, and, by his 
intelligent wife, he had one son, Madison, and several daughters, of whom I 
remember only one, Theodosia, who, as a child, I loved. The family was very 
respectable in Tennessee though my uncle was said to have been subject to 
spells of intemperence. 

William Dalton,”' my father’s next brother, born 12 September 1778, I never 
saw, but he removed to the Mississippi at an early date and had the reputation of 
being wild when a young man, but married and raised a respectable family there, 
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as I have heard, and, while the late war was progressing, I travelled from Corinth 
to Huntersville with one of his grandsons-a nice young man who had never 
seen his grandfather. 

Samuel Dalton, the next brother, was a small, bulky, athletic man, of whom 
my sons, Hunter and Clay, both reminded me. He married Mary Scales,~ 
daughter of James Scales. They lived two and one-half miles above Madison on 
the road to my father’s until the death of his wife and some years afterwards, one 
mile south of Scales, across the creek. He was very energetic and intelligent and 
a successful trader and manager, though he was subject to hard spells of 
intemperance once or twice a year at which times he often indulged in regular set 
fisticuffs and always came off vistorious, his adversary sometimes crying 
‘enough’ when Uncle Sam was underneath. Before he quit liquor he had 
whipped most of the bullies of the country. He married again when near fifty 
years old” but died a few years later. He never drank any more whiskey after the 
age of 48. His son, Madison, became a physician and lived and practiced in 
Louisiana. My uncle lost his property before he died. 

Ewel Dalton, my father’s youngest brother, went to the Mississippi with his 
brother William, married, made a considerable fortune and died without 
children. His brothers and sisters were entitled to a large share of his estate, but, 
in those times, the Mississippi was more inaccessible then Europe is now, and 
they took no steps to claim it. 

Mary Dalton, born 23 April 1782, my father’s eldest sister, married a man 
named Harbor, whose father married my grandmother Dalton.“ They moved 
off to Louisiana together where my aunt grew very rich and had a large family of 
children, some of whom I have heard of but never met them. Two of the boys 
were educated at Harvard, but their light has not reached me since. Perhaps 
they had too much money. The old lady once sent me an invitation to visit her 
while I was living in Livingston, but it never came in my way to go. 

Elizabeth Dalton, born 28 April 1789, the youngest sister of my father, 
married Samuel Martin of Surry County and raised a large family of sons and 
daughters.” They were a clever family and my sister Mary once spent some time 
among them when I was small. 

The Daltons, I mean the original type, were remarkable for health and vigor as 


well as for longevity. They were generally of medium size and very low, but 
heavy and muscular with tapering limbs, small hands and feet, and they were 
active and powerful in physical feats. Their chests were round and stature 
always erect, sometimes, however, one would grow up tall and portly like Uncle 
John, or like Issac of Stokes or brother James, to be mentioned hereafter. The 
women were remarkably beautiful and often above their grade. As a race, the 
Daltons were characterized for propriety of conduct generally and obedience to 
law and the usages of good society. Though peacable and unobtrusive, they 
would not brook an insult, and, when insulted, they would assail a man most 
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desperately. They were industrious and energetic and seldom failed to see ‘the 
main chance’ hence few of them were ever very poor. In politics they were strong 
partisans and generally Democrats but few of them ever pursued it as a calling 
as it promised but small thrift. Yet, Issac of Stokes,” was sometimes a member 
of the Legislature. He was the son of David, my father’s uncle, to whom I have 
alluded, and a splendid, noble man he was, I remember him well. He was very 
large and over six feet high, and bore a most commanding appearance. He was 
the possessor of large wealth and was an extensive amateur stock raiser and was 
noted for keeping the finest and most approved breeds. I remember seeing his 
extensive stalls, curiously arranged, so that when one of his cattle went in at 
night to feed, a hickory aoop of yoke fell spontaneously around the neck to retain 
the animal in its place and out of the weather and exempt from injury from the 
other cattle. He died aout 1812 without issue and his widow married a scliool- 
master named Arnold in whose family I once practiced. He also had a young 
brother, David,”’ who lived in Stokes, and raised a large family, many of whom, I 
suppose, live there yet. I practiced considerably among them from 1831 until 
1835. The daughters were far superior to the sons. Another brother, 
Johnathon,” a clever man whom I knew as a child, settled in middle 
Tennessee, and had a family of children, none of whom I ever saw. The other 
uncles of my father, Robert, William and Charles, I have no positive 
knowledge of, but have reason to believe that they lived, at least for awhile 
in Virginia, but I am sure that one or more of them went to Kentucky, whose 
descendants I have known. In fact, I was a pallbearer at the funeral of Dr. 
Samuel Dalton in St. Louis, in 1868. He was once surgeon in the United 
States Navy, and a large, fine-looking man like my father, Uncle John or 

Isaac of Stokes, and I knew his brother, William, a commission merchant in 
New Orleans. 

But I cannot close this imperfect sketch of the ancient Daltons without 
special allusion to my father’s Aunt Mary (Molly) Hughes, the most talented 
and beautiful octogenarian I ever knew, the most queenly of all the elder 
daughters of the Dalton race, the paragon whom I worshipped as a 
superhuman being. When a little boy I was often there chaperoning my 
sisters on a visit to her and her noble protector, Colonel Samuel, the 
bachelor gentleman and politician, who was more like Chesterfield than 
Chesterfield himself. The old place bore all the marks of antiquity, and 
every object and all arrangements afforded the strongest evidence of 
cultivated taste. And when was a man, a practioner of medicine, I was often 
there in the way of my profession. She was then in her nineties, and talked 
and moved about in the pursuit of her business like a woman of forty. Her 
mind was certainly unimpaired, and her conversation was interesting, 
bright and cheerful, and her face bore the linements of lingering beauty, all 
the more lovely because it was hallowed by the wearing of time not a wrinkle 
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in the face could be seen, or a blemish of time, except the Orcus semilis, 
which gave her more the gaze of an angel than that of a mortal. And she was 
more interesting to me as a man, because she could tell me of her father, my 
great progenitor, and all that concerned him so many years ago. She showed 
me a large bundle of old papers and documents involving his business with 
the elder Madison, which I, and Col. Sam. both failed to fully understand, 
but it was evident from their meaning, that while living in Virginia he was a 
man of no mean pretensions. But, finally, as I was reading a Richmond 
paper one day I saw the name of Samuel Dalton, with 39 others, composing 
the ‘Loyal Company to whom had been granted by the King of England an 
extensive body of land across the mountains of Virginia, embracing a 
number of counties, Wythe among the rest, in consideration of 100 pounds 
paid by each, which the king had done for the purpose of raising money for 
some East Indian government enterprise. I carried the paper to my father 
who carried it to Col. Sam Hughes, then they went together to Richmond 
and brought suit for the Daiton interest (one-fortieth) of the whole which 
was worth an immense sum if recovered. The trial took place and the 
interest of Samuel Dalton was proven, but the Madison heirs produced a 
receipt from Samuel Dalton to James Madison, the elder, about the time he 
emigrated to Savannah. So they were non-suited. But there were papers 
and letters in possession of Aunt Hughes showing correspondence in 
relation to the company after the removal to Savannah which made it 
evident that the claim had been transferred only to enable Madison to act as 
agent, but this proof, resting on the plantiffs, the case was lost. When I 
learned that lawyer Gilmore had compromised the lands for a vast sum of 
money, for the claimants from the occupants of the land, I realized the heirs _ 
to Samuel Dalton had lost a principality.” 

We come now to the late and last generation of the Daltons, broken and 
mutilated by the late Civil War, but, thank God, not dishonored, for, when 
local self-government was endangered, when the sacred Constitution for 
which our fathers bled was being supplanted by ‘the higher law, when 
southern armies marched to the fields to maintain our liberties, the Daltons 
were not left behind. 

As stated before, my father and mother had 13 children, 8 sons and 5 
daughters. 

Samuel Dalton, my oldest brother, was born May the 14th, 1794, and 
died, if I mistake not in 1874, aged 80 years.” At my earliest recollection, he 
WSs grown and was overseeing the plantation lands of my father. He was an ° 
active, vigorous fine-looking man and his habits were good and exemplary. 
He was very fond of dress and fine horses and was of quite a social 
disposition. I am sure that he was an excellent example for the guidance of 
his younger brothers. After farming with my father for a year or two, and 
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being generally known as an upright honorable man, he was aided by 
Stephen and Edward Moore," merchants of Madison, in obtaining a stock 
of goods which he carried to Surry County, and by the robbery and running 
away of his clerk in his absence, he was compelled to close up in order to 
save his creditors, which he did, retaining not a dollar. He then turned his 
attention to a lost claim of about $1,000, which he had on James Dearing of 
Tuscaloosa,” his cousin, who, several years before, while his brother James 
was living at my father’s and before he went into merchandising, had bought 
a lot of manufactured tobacco for him, promising to pay for it as soon as he 
could carry it off and sell it for him. That was just after the War of 1812, say 
1813- but Dearing, having gone with the tobacco to Norfolk and thence to 
Mobile, sold it there for a very high price and built the first steamboat for 
the Warrior, and had run, while with a stock of goods in St. Stephen and 
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mand Mary Hunter Dearing on Belews Creek in Rock- 
ingham County. This house built ca. 1795 was the bovhood home of 
the Dearing Brothers who moved to Alabama. Later owned by the 
Moore Family, the house was demolished when Duke Power Company 
built a lake near the site. Photograph from The Madison Messenger, 
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another in Tuscaloosa he went on growing rich for several years, while 
defrauding my brother. At that time Alabama was inaccessible to North 
Carolina except by way of Tennessee or horseback, the Creek Indians being 
warlike. He wrote several times to Dearing but received no reply. Finally, 
when he found himself being penniless, and still snubbed by Dearing, he 
rode over to Uncle William Dearing” and got up a general row in the family, 
threatening to sue, publish, fight and disgrace the whole concern. It was an 
angry affair and excited some gossip in the neighborhood, very much to the 
prejudice of the Dearings. But they, being a proud family, the news of insult 
soon reached Tuscaloosa, and forthwith, not James himself but Wiley,’' the 
largest and bulliest of the family was dispatched from Tuscaloosa to avenge 
the insult. I will here suggest that it is not in good taste to indulge in matters 
of the ‘Ring’ while writing a family history, but, as the want of that money 
was probably the foundation of my brothers’s lifetime troubles (a thousand 
dollars then being equal to more than five thousand now) my pen will write it 
in spite of my moral sentiment. He challenged my brother and they were 
about to fight with deadly weapons when they were arrested by the mayor of 
Madison. The arrest was withdrawn upon condition that they would eschew 
such weapons and go beyond the town limits to settle their difficulty. Being 
a student at the Academy, I made it my business to see what was going on. 


This turn of the affair seemed to place my brother in an awkard light, for 
Dearing was a large and powerful man, weighing at least 175 pounds while 
my brother weighed only 135 pounds, and then was under treatment for 
supposed liver ailment. Sometimes after the arrest was withdrawn, the two 
Dearings, who had been consulting at a distance, approached, and Wiley 
proposed to take a ‘hiding’ as he called it. The crowd standing nearby cried 
out ‘for shame’ and brother James standing by, a stalwart, powerful man, 
exclaimed ‘No sir I will fight you myself. You know very well that my brother 
is too small and weak to contend with you in that way. And now, Mr. 
Dearing, I am ready to fight you or anyone of your dishonored family in any 
wa you may choose.’ ‘Then come on’ said Dearing, turning with his brother 
and second, Aleck.” ‘Not so fast’ said Phillip, my brother’s second,” ‘I 
cannot stand by and witness such an unequal contest.’ ‘Yes you can’ said 
brother Sam, ‘I am sure I can whip him.’ After some further parley and 
settling of terms the crowd was notified not to follow, and then the parties 
walked off together to the end of the street.Dr. Lovell," Brother James and 
myself followed closely by permission. Crossing a little ravine just outside 
of the town, they took their positions and at it they went. In an instant 
Brother Sam was knocked back a number of feet but did not fall. Again they 
met and back he went by a heavy blow. But at the third approach he was 
felled to the ground and I thought he was done for. Dearing pounced upon 
him, and after a long struggle, my brother began to squirm out from under 
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Alexander B. Dearing, who served as his brother's second in the Madison fist fight, 
built this house in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 1835-1837. He also owned a plantation 
near Columbus, Mississippi. Photograph from Ralph Hammond, Ante-Bellum 
Mansions of Alabama, (New York: Bonanza Books, 1951), 94. 
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him, and they both gained their feet at the same time. Then, for sometime, 
they seemed to be holding each other by their left hands and pounding with 
the right till Dearing threw him down and pounced upon him; then it seemed 
evident that it would soon be over. But not so, they remained for a very long 
time struggling on the ground, while Phillip and Aleck both were busy 
directing, each his man, how to maneuver, as Phillip himself was a skillful 
fighter. Be that as it may, Dearing, after a while rose partly up and 
attempted to sit on my brother and beat him in the face; but by a quick 
movement he threw him off and sprang to his feet, kicking Dearing in the 
as he was rising, several times very heavily. And I have thought those kicks 
turned the issue; for after that they stood for sometime striking with 
apparent equal force. But presently they clinched and they fell side by side 
but they rose immediately and went to striking again and down they went, 
side by side again. This time they were both evidently exhausted and they 
both grasped the same little hickory bush by which to rise and they were 
both erect as the same time. Dearing held on the bush with his left hand 
while brother Sam squared himself and summoning all his strength, struck a 
powerful blow in Dearing’s eye which brought him to the ground falling on 
his face, and then fell on him. The next moment Dearing yelled out ‘I protest 
the fight.’ ‘On what grounds’ asked Phillip. ‘He bit me,’ said Wiley. ‘You are 
a liar’ said brother Sam and then Phillip laughed aloud while they were 
being pulled apart which was not hard to do. They were both lifted to the 
shade while water was brought. I ran over to brother Sam, and, looking at 
him, thought he was dead, but Phillip laughed and said that he was only 
resting. Then I went off to see Dearing and found him fainting and they 
really thought he would die, and were throwing cold water on him and giving 
him brandy which he could not swallow while I was there. They hauled him 
over to Duke Scales,” his brother-in-law and he lay in bed for sometime. We 
soon walked to Mr. Phillip’s” where brother Sam waited until evening, and 
then walked seven miles home to show that he was not injured. His face was 
very little mutilated, while Dearing’s was beaten like mush. Dr. Lovel helda 
watch and declared that the fight lasted three quarters of an hour. Soon 
after this Wiley returned to Tuscaloosa, and the money was sent to my 
brother, about $1,000 without interest, and that was all he got. 

I omitted to explain the whereabouts of brother Sam during the time 
which intervened between his failure in Surry and the advent of Wiley 
Dearing which was a year or two. From Surry he came to my father’s house 
and was idle for a time, not knowing what to do for sometime, and, my father 
being in pecuniary trouble, at that time, as he supposed, declined any 
assistance. Becoming very restless, and being a man of very remarkable 
mechanical genius, he went to the woods, cut and prepared timber with his 
own hands, seasoned it, and actually wrought it into a handsome one-horse 
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“Rural Retreat”, (now called Boxwoods), was built by Randal Duke Scales, the 
founder of Madison. Scales married Mary Dearing a sister of Wiley Dearing, who 
fought Samuel Dalton in the celebrated Madison fist fight. This picture shows the 
original porch. Photograph courtesy of Charles D. Rodenbough. 


carryall, all complete and without any assistance and then, having purchas- 
ed from Hugh Martin" a large, blind sorrell horse on credit, and making 
himself a nice harness, he drove down to Moore's store in Madison and 
purchased on credit again a large load of goods, principally tin, and then 
scoured the country for trade. And he was engaged in this way when Wiley 
arrived and threatened in the streets of Madison to cowhide ‘The Peddler’ if 
he could ever lay his eyes on him. This came to the ears of my mother in my 
father’s absence and she dispatched a messenger to pursue my brother Sam 
into Henry County, Va. and bring him home. And when he arrived she 
urged him to go out and look for Dearing and give him satisfaction. And he 
did obey his mother. 
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After this he was engaged for some time by the Moores of Madison as a 
clerk and salesman while they lived in Germantown conducting a store 
there, but after a year or two he carried a stock of goods to the mountains, 
near Ward’s Gap, where he remained until 1824 when he married Mary 
Scales,'' daughter of James Scales’ of Mayo, a most charming and 
beautiful creature, with whom I, a school boy, was desperately in love but 
nobody but myself ever knew it. 

I had once danced all night until broad daylight and went home with her 
in the morning. He soon settled on a farm three or four miles from 
Leaksville, where he manufactured tobacco until the death of his wife in 
1835, I think. About this time he had become quite celebrated as a military 
man and was elected by the Legislature Major General of the Western 
Division of North Carolina, which proved to be his ruin for he gave almost 
his exclusive attention to this business, in which there was no money, and 
after several years he was forced to resign for self-preservation." But he 
seemed never to have recovered his business energy, at least he never was 
prosperous again. After several years, however, he concluded to marry 
again and had a number of sprightly children by his second wife who was as 
woman of some culture, Miss Clemens of North Carolina.'' Not long after 
the death of my father he became bankrupt with a large young family on his 
hands, and, leaving his family, he came to me at Aberdeen, Mississippi, 
broken in health as well as in fortune. We nursed him and kept him with us 
until his health was restored, and learned all about his troubles which 
deeply wrought upon my sympathies. I gave him money to return to his 
family, and six hundred dollars by way of Power of Attorney to collect and 
use the pittance which my father left me of his estate. That pittance brought 
him back to me with his family and I assisted him in settling ona small farm 
in Pontotoc where they lived several years.’ They afterward broke up and 
settled in Verona on the railroad, and while the war was going on, I heard 
that they were likely to suffer, and I had all of them removed to my house in 
Aberdeen, I being all the time in Danville, Va. But after being there for some 
time, and being badly treated, as I have understood, my poor old brother 
carried his family into a little house in town, and set up a harness shop by 
which he and his two little boys made out to support the family until the war 
closed. By this time he was too old and infirm to work, and his wife flew to 
the needle, by which, and with the help of her noble and industrious 
daughters, they not only supported themselves but soon began to fix up in 
some style. And when the boys grow up and work as printers, the whole 
family became prosperous ina short time, and my dear old brother was well 
cared for by his loved ones till death called for him, and death never called 
for a more noble, honest and upright man. 

By his first wife my brother has two sons and two daughters - Robert, 
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James and Mary and one whose name I[ have forgotten. Robert’ was a 
clever boy but not so sprightly as James.'’ Robert died in Texas before the 
war. James was a favorite with me. The two girls married in North Carolina, 
one Mr. Irvin and the other Mr. Ellington, both highly respected men in 
good circumstances." 

Children by the last marriage were Nicholas, Mattie, Rachel, Samuel, 
Henry, Sallie and Susan.*” Henry died at Memphis before he was grown, but 
was contributing money freely to the family in Aberdeen before his death. 
And poor, dear Rachel died just as she had grown up, Jan. 2nd, the loveliest 
and most angelic creature that Aberdeen ever had to mourn. The son, 
Samuel, was a very smart and popular young man is now associate editor of 
The Aberdeen Examiner. James was a colonel in the war and lives in 
Rockingham. The widow, with the balance of the children, lives in good 
circumstances in Aberdeen, Miss. 

James Hunter Dalton, the next brother, was born Feb. 19, 1796, and if 
living now, resides in Patrick County, Va., near the Alleghany Mountains, 
and at the base of the mountain called ‘No Business’. In appearance he was 
all Hunter and not like the Daltons, except that his hair was black. He was 
six feet high, lean and muscular, and one of the most powerful and active 
men I ever knew. Kind and gentle in his manners, he was yet a terror when 
aroused. He was not, by any means, as fond of work as he was of play, and he 
was very inclined to athletic amusements, as well as social enjoyments. He 
was a fine fiddler and kept the running of all the neighborhood frolics as 
they were called in those days. He was not a favorite with his father, but his 
mother always defended him, and they were great friends. When he brought 
home the graceful and beautiful Miss Nancy Critz, daughter of Col. Critz of 
the Revolution, my father said Jim’s fiddle had fooled the poor girl. She 
made him an excellent wife and proved to be the best manager of a family I 
ever knew. After living near father’s until they had two or three children, 
they went to a place in the mountains inherited by her, where they raised a 
large and respectable family, several of whom I have seen, and I think they 
have always been well to do. I knew him until I was half-grown, and I always 
loved him, for he possessed some noble traits and was always fond of me. 
His wife was the most graceful dancer I ever saw upon the floor, and, when 
young, she was a paragon of beauty. 

I dislike to speak so often of the fine looks of the Daltons, it savors to 
egotism, but I cannot refrain from saying that my eldest sister, Mary 
MacFarland Dalton,” was a perfect beauty, and as gentle and as amiable as 
she was beautiful. She made me nice clothes and took me as her escort when 
she visited the kin in the country around. And even now asI a™) writing and 
thinking about her sixty years or more since we were separated forever, my 
worn and weary old heart cherishes the same emotion of love for that dear 
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sister, which bound her to me then. 

She married the brother of James’ wife, Gabriel Critz, a good, clever and 
very thrifty man, and lived all of her life at the base of the ‘No Business’ 
mountain, where they raised a number of children, none of whom I have ever 
seen but two infants. My sister was named after her grandmother Hunter 
who was a MacFarland of Virginia, and was born February 14, 1798. I don't 
know when she died. 

Charlotte Gallihu Dalton was born October 27, 1799, and, if living, is 
living in possession of the place where my great-grandfather Hunter lived 
and died. She was not as handsome as some of my other sisters, being 
somewhat freckled in the face, but she was comely, a fine figure, and so 
accomplished in all the business of housekeeping and domestic work, that 
all the family and neighbors too, esteemed her with admiration. At 
needlework she was a genius too, and could make as nice a broadcloth coat 
as a tailor. She was much courted but seemed loath to marry for a long time. 
At last, by my persuasion, she married Robert Dalton, her second cousin, 
son of Thomas, my father’s cousin. He was a fine young man of considerable 
means and very enterprising. They lived on Mayo until 1832 when he died, 
leaving her with one child, Robert, who grew up and died early with 
consumption, inherited from his grandmother's family, the Deatheridges. 
She then married James Scales of Mayo, brother Sam’s father-in-law, a rich 
man and widower, by whom she had several children.”' When a little boy I — 
was her companion [on] horseback, visiting relatives in Virginia and | 
elsewhere, and she seemed always proud of her little champion, whom she 
took pains to dress up for such occasions. I have ever felt something like 
filial love and gratitude toward that dear sister. 

Ewel Gallihu Dalton was born December 9th 1801, and lives one mile 
from the old homeplace where we were all born.” When about ten years 


old he had white swelling, a scrofulous disease, of the tibia or main leg bone, 
for a long time, which was finally taken out from the knee to ankle by Dr. 
White of Virginia at my father’s home. Dr. White was a celebrated surgeon 
who never attended a course of lectures but then had no superior in 
America.’ The whole leg was hollowed out, largely in front, but filled up 
with callus, resembling bone, and in a few years he walked as well as ever, 
but always with a limp and slight stoop. Ewel has been a man of excellent 
common sense and judgement, and accumulated considerable property 
before the war, and was raising a nice family of nine children, but several 
were lost in that terrible struggle. My father used every effort to give hima 
hberal education, and he stubbornly refused the offer from time to time, till 
Thad to take his place as my father had entered him at Madison Academy, 
he being a trustee and feeling that he could not withdraw the entry with 
honor; and that explains how I happen to be educated. He married Sallie 
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Strong, a very comely, strong minded woman of good family, living at that 
time on the river just above Leaksville.”' I have heard her praised muchas a 
wife and housekeeper. 

Leander Hughes Dalton, was born Sept. 25, 1803, and now lives on and 
owns the entire homestead where we were all born and raised. He was my 
constant associate and playmate until I was 13 years old and he went to the 
‘Old Field School’ with me all of the time. We were very much attached 
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“Green Valley”, home of Leander H. Dalton (1803-1894) on Beaver Island Creek. 
Leander, a brother of Dr. Robert H. Dalton, built this house ca. 1847. Photograph 
from The Madison Messenger, November 23, 1950. 
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during that period, but afterwards had but little communication, my . 
attention being taken up with books and study for which he had no taste: He 
was an apt scholar, however, and was very proficient in figures. He grew to 
manhood a heavyset, awkward looking man of strong mind, but with no— 
facility of expression; in fact, he was scarcely able to express his ideas, and, 
therefore, seldom talked, and when he did he lisped badly. When he grew. up 
he remained at my father’s, his mother’s pet, where, for many years, he 
manufactured tobacco with the help of numerous young negroes, for whose 
service he paid nothing and was at no expense; hence, he soon became 
fullhanded and gained predominance in the family. Soon after the death of 
my father he married a Miss Stovall of Patrick,” a granddaughter of Aunt 
Hughes,” and settled down the possessor of the homestead. They had only 
one child, a daughter, who is married. “I 
Nancy Kinner Dalton, my companion sister, was born July 7, 1808'and is 
yet living, in bad health, two or three miles north of Madison, Rockingham. 
She was a sprightly, strong-minded girl and grew up well proportioned. She 
was not pretty but very commanding and capativating.”’ At school she was a 
genius and it was all I could do to keep up with her in grammar and 
geography. She exhibited a strong disposition to cultivate her mind when a 
girl, and if she had met with an opportunity she would have been a 
remarkable woman - as it was she did highly improve her mind by reading. 
She has always been my model of a well-balanced, sensible woman. She was 
a favorite with all of the young ladies who knew her, and much admired by 
young and old men, but young men were shy of her wit and repartee. Yet this 
most promising sister has been most unfortunate of all. She married John 
Julius Martin, son of Hugh Martin of Snow Creek, a young man well 
educated and accomplished about my age, who, at school had been my 
classmate, and it was through my influence that she married him, for she 
was shy of the family on account of their character for wildness and frolics; 
and my mother and father objected because they said the Martins™ 
arrogated too much to themselves on account of honors borne by their 
ancestors, and the high positions which many of the elder ones held.” Fora 
year or two.after they were married they lived on Snow Creek" and he was 
doing very well. But in 1834, not long before I moved to Alabama, he was 
forced to leave the country to evade a prosecution for forgery of his uncle’s 
name on a note which he offered in a bank in Raleigh, and he never returned. 
It is evident to me that there were some extenuating circumstances in the 
matter, and the next year I had an opportunity of convincing Judge Martin, 
whose name he forged, of the fact. And this is it: In December 1834 he came 
down to my house at Madison and two of his neighbors as security, and 
wished me to sign it also on account of my influence with Senator Bob. 
Martin who had been at Raleigh, a senator from Rockingham, and a large 
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stockholder of the bank."' At which time he promptly and unhesitantly told 
me that he had written his uncle’s name as the judge was then at Wilmington 
holding court, and he knew it would be all right with him as soon as he 
returned and he could explain to him the reason why he had done so. The 
fact was the Judge had signed a note for him the year before by which John 
had made $1,700 in three or four weeks by buying negroes and selling them 
to a trader who held a market at Germanton once or twice a year. The same 
trader was to be there in a week or two and he was under promise to furnish a 
certain number of negroes again, he being a stockholder also in the bank, 
and was unable to comply with bank aid which he was doubtful of obtaining 
without the Judge’s name again, he being a stockholder in the bank. He went 
down with the note and put it in for discount and returned home, expecting 
to draw the money in eight or ten days as he said upon his return. But not so. 
For some reason the note was held at the bank until the Judge came to hold 
Court in Raleigh shortly after; and when the note was shown him he 
denounced it as a forgery, and, after some delay, a writ for forgery was 
issued, learning which, John promptly made his escape to Tennessee. 

My sister, with two little daughters, and near the time of having another, if 
I remember correctly, was sent for by my father where she remained for 
several years. Some months after he went off he returned as far as 
Abingdon, Va., and sent a carriage for her and the children, but she refused 
to go. He returned to West Tennessee, married again, went to Council Bluff, 
near Omaha, and soon joined an emigrant train for California where he 
made a considerable fortune and raised a very respectable family and they 
are living at Gilroy on the railroad. He has been totally blind for the last 
eight or ten years. While at Los Angeles I mailed him my card, but, of course, 
his family kept it from him. 

My sister obtained a divorce, after a number of years, and married Dr. 
Roseborough of Madison and has had a number of children since. I have 
often thought of writing to this poor, dear, sister the very memory of who 
brings tears to my eyes, but I deemed it best to spare both her and myself 
the agony of mind which the writing and reading of the correspondence 
would inflict. 


Elizabeth Dalton was born March 7th, 1811, grew up a fine, tall, 
handsome woman but not so sprightly as Nancy. She was a gentle, lovely 
creature and very dear to all the family. She married Richard Cardwell,” a 
full-handed, thrifty man, who was several times a member of the Legislature, 
lived at Madison, where she raised a large family of children after the death ot 
her husband who died early. He was six and one-half feet high, and a showy 
man. One of the sons was killed in the war. My sister died in 1864. 

Susan Dalton, born March 3rd, 1815, was one of the dearest, sweetest 
creatures I ever knew. She was mild, gentle, sensitive, and very affectionate, 
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and most graceful, and her voice was clear and sweet as music. For a back- 
woods girl, her manners were really elegant and captivating, and she took 
pains to render her mind equally so. She spent most of the time with my wife 
and myself after we were married, and we almost worshipped her as an 
angel. To part with her was one of our chief regrets in leaving North Carolina 
in 1835. She afterwards married Alexander Searcy of Rockingham, one of 
the best men I ever knew who was to her a devoted husband as long as she 
lived."’ But poor dear Sue, she died in a few years, leaving a sweet little 
daughter who also died before she was grown.” 

John Hunter Dalton was born Feb. 1, 1813." By mistake I have placed 
him here as younger than Susan. He was a fine, handsome boy and grewupa 
comely boy, with a gentle, quiet disposition. He was just grown up when I 
went to Alabama in 1835 and I had little expectation of his ever arriving at 
much success in any kind of business. But he soon engaged in manufactur- 
ing at my father’s like my brother, Lee, and hauling and selling the tobacco 
in the South, by which he soon became prosperous, and then having married 
Miss Mary Houston"’ of Iredell County, a fine, intellectual lady of a wealthy 
and highly respectable family, he settled there, where he now lives, and 
accumulated a very large fortune. His touch seems to have turned 
everything into gold. And before the war he had become one of the richest 
men in North Carolina and said to be the largest landowner in the state; and 
he is yet a man of very great means. I have seen his wife and regard her as a 
woman of unusual intelligence. They have but one child, Bettie, who 
remains unmarried. 

Nicholas Dalton was born August 26, 1817, and was always a good boy 
and grew up the largest and best looking man of the whole family. In fact I 
have seen General Scott [sic] Houston of Texas and many large, fine-looking 
men but none presented a finer form and appearance than Nick when I was 
with him in 1861. I had left him in 1835 a small, clumsy looking lad, and I was 
astonished when I beheld him in 1861. He was really courtly and 
fascinating. He first married his second cousin, Miss Scales, a granddaugh- 
ter of Uncle Samuel Dalton, who died early,” and then he married a Mrs. 
Patrick” by whom he had several children. He was very prosperous before 
the war, and was so when I was with him, but soon after the war he became 
involved, and during the struggle he fell paralyzed, and, though living yet, he 
is said to be much inpaired. He lives now with his family very near brother 
John. 

Pleasant Hunter Dalton, the youngest, was born March 21, 1821."" He 
was a sweet little boy and I loved him very dearly. I used all my influence in 
directing his education, and corresponded long and freely with him while he 
was growing up at school. When I left him he was rather small, as he is now, 
but his face was fine and expressive and his head large. He was for several 
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years a student with my old classical teacher, Mr. Samuel Smith, at Shady 
Grove, near Mayo,’ and afterwards at the Greensboro Academy, from 
which place he went to Chapel Hill where he graduated. He professed 
religion at college under Mr.Baker, a Presbyterian revivialist, who I have 
heard and admired, and immediately joined the church. He then went to 
Princeton, New Jersey, and graduated, and then to an institution in Virginia 
where they taught Sanskrit and graduated there, after which he took orders 
and has become an eminent divine. 


\\\ 


Pleasant Hunter Dalton 


(1821-1896) a brother of Dr. Robert 
Hunter Dalton. Rev. Dalton was a prom- 
inent Presbyterian minister in Piedmont 
North Carolina where he founded sev- 
eral churches. Photograph from The 
Heritage of Rockingham County North 
Carolina, 228. 
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He married a Miss Carter of Lincolnton, N.C.,'' a wealthy young lady of 
fine accomplishments, whom I have seen and much admired and by whom 
he had several sprightly children, one of whom has lately died at college. He 
is now living at High Point, North Carolina. 

Here closes a very imperfect sketch of the Dalton family, and all except 
myself, and my dear lamented mother, who, though not a Dalton, has 
mingled the blood of a pure and honorable race with that of the Daltons. 
May that blood ever maintain its purity. 


To be continued 
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Notes 


‘John Dalton (1766-1844) English chemist and physicist was most famous for his research 
concerned with the atomic theory in chemistry. 

See “Unpublished Letters to Madison and Monroe”, North Carolina Historical Review, 
Vol. XIV, No. 2, April, 1937, p. 186. 

“Colonel Archelous Hughes, son of Leander Hughes, was born in 1747 in Goochland 
County, settled in Pittsylvania (now Patrick) County, Virginia. His children were Leander, 
_ Archelous, William, Jane, John, Samuel, Reuben, Nancy, Madison Redd, Sally, who married 
Colonel Joseph Martin, and Matilda, who married General John Dillard. 

‘Actually the 1790 Census of Rockingham County shows Samuel! Dalton with seventeen 
slaves. By the mid-1780s he had acquired 718 acres of land on the waters of the Mayo River 
including a 330 acre trect which he sold to his son David in 1785. The acquisition ot that tract 
was never recorded. 

*Samuel Dalton died tetween October 20, 1805, when he madea deed of gift to his 
daughter, Letitia and the end of the year. He was 106 years old and since he was born in 1699, 
had the distinction of living in three centuries. In spite of the respect and veneration which Dr. 
Dalton recalls, there was a quarrel within the family about Samuel’s property and some of the 
heirs sought to have the old man declared incompetent. Samue! went to live in Stokes County 
with his widowed daughter, Letitia Dalton Moore; he died and was buried at her home. 

Sons of Samuel and Ann (Nancy) Redd Dalton were William who married Rachel Harris, 
David who married (1) Susan Davis (2) Mrs. Eleanor (Goode) Martin and Samuel who married 
Charlotte Gallihue. 

‘Daughters of Samuel and Ann (Nancy) Redd Dalton were Sarah Matilda, who married 
Captain Jonathan Hanby, Ann (Nancy) who married Adonijah Harbour, Letitia who married 
Colonel Matthew R. Moore, Mary, who married Colonel Archelous Hughes, Rachael, who 
married Captain The Reverend William Martin and Virginia lone who married David Hanby. 

“Colonel Archelous Hughes, son of Leander Hughes, was born September 25, 1747 and 
died December 25, 1796. Mary Dalton was born in 1754 and died December 28, 1841. 

Letitia Dalton was born March 15, 1742, in Louisa County, Virginia and died February 22, 
1838 in Stokes County, North Carolina. She married in 1757 Matthew Moore who was born in 
1738 and died in 1801. One of their sons, Gabriel, was a U.S. Congressman 1821-1829, 
Governor of Alabama 1829-1831 and U.S. Senator 1831-1834. 

'°Sarah Matilda Dalton was born March 12, 1754 and died September 17, 1841. She 
married Captain Jonathan Hanby in 1769. Hanby served a five month tour in South Carolina 
during 1781. ss 

'! Jane (Jenny) Dalton was born January 2, 1756 and died in 1827. She married David 
Hanby in 1771. 

'“Ann Moore was daughter of Matthew and Letitia Dalton Moore. She married John 
Hughes (1758-1826), a brother of Archelous Hugher, who was husband of the author’s great 
aunt, Mary Dalton. John and Ann Moore Hughes raised a large family who were contemporar- 
ies of the author. 

Joseph West Winston, son of Joseph Winston, Congressman from Stokes County, was 
married to Letitia Dalton Hughes, the daughter of John and Ann Moore Hughes. His sister, 
Sarah Winston, was married to Charles Dalton, son of David Dalton, the author's great-uncle. 

'' Samuel Dalton (1738-1789/92) married, in 1767, Charlotte Gallihue, daughter of William 
and Anne Kinner Gallihue. She married second, April 13, 1791, Adonijah Harbour, the 
widower of Nancy Dalton Harbour. 

Peter Hairston moved his family from Pittsylvania County, Virginia to Stokes County, 
North Carolina in April, 1786. His home on the Dan River would later be called “Sauratown 
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Hill”. In 1796 he founded a town called Hairstonborough,; it was located at the point where the 
Salem-Petersburg Road crossed the Dan River and perhaps at an earlier time even the Great 
Wagon Road crossed at that point. 

'Dalton uses here party labels of the last half of the nineteenth century which tended to 
have other connotations in his father’s day. The Anti-Federalism of the Party of Jefferson 
turned into radical Republicanism and then into the Democratic Party by way of Andrew 
Jackson. The Democrats that Dalton refers to are Jackson supporters. 

'" Absalom Scales was born December 31, 1769 and died March 17, 1835. He was the son of 
John and Lydia Jane McClaren Scales. Absalom and Nancy moved to Tennessee and lived in 
that part of Williamson County which later became Rutherford County. Nancy Dalton Scales 
was born May 20, 1773 and died September 4, 1840. 

‘SB artlett Yancey (1785-1828), John Motley Morehead (1796-1866, James Turner 
Morehead (1799-1875), Thomas Settle, Sr. (1789-1857), David L. Swain (1801-1868), Calvin 
Jones (1775-1846), probably John Kerr (1782-1842), William A. Graham (1804-1875), 
Nathaniel Boyden (1796-1873). 

'9 John Dalton married Elizabeth W. Gentry, January 12, 1802; she was a daughter of’ 
Watson Gentry. The couple was living in Tennessee by 1813. John Dalton died in Williamson 
Couty, Tennessee in 1858; his wife died in 1853. 

"General Winfield Scott. 

*'William Gallihue Dalton died in Opelousas, Louisiana in 1822. He married Delilah 
Holstain. 

** Should read ‘Elizabeth Scales”. 

Samuel Dalton’s second wife was Sarah Clement, widow of Tucker Woodson Moore of 
Stokes Couty. Moore’s mother was Letitia Dalton Moore, a sister of Samuel Dalton II. The 
two husbands of Sarah Clement were first cousins. 

4 Mary Dalton married her cousin, John Harbour, son of Adonijah and Anne Dalton 
Harbour. She died February 5, 1859 in St. Francisville, Louisiana. 

”° One reference gives the name of Elizabeth's husband as Valentine Claxton Martin. 

?®T saac Dalton of Stokes County was the sone of David Dalton, Sr. and wife, Susan Davis. He 
was born February 12, 1770 and died May 14, 1824. In 1784 he married Susannah Garth in 
Albemarle County, Virginia. In 1825 his widow married Hezekiah Arnold in Stokes County. 

* David, a son of David Dalton, Sr., was born January 15, 1781. In 1803 he married 
Christina Bostick and they were the parents of at least ten children. He died March 19, 1847. 

** Jonathan Dalton died in Stokes County in 1820 according to court records. It is possible 
that before his death he lived for a time in Tennessee. He married first Bethenia Scales (177 1- 
1812), daughter of Joseph Scales, Jr. The children apparently moved to Tennessee. 

The Dalton family action is confirmed in a letter form Nathaniel Moore to President 
James Madison dated February 17, 1832. See “Unpublished Letters to Madison and 
Monroe”, North Carolina Historical Review, Vol. XIV, No. 2, April 1937, p. 186. According to 
Lucy Henderson Horton the Hughes home with a vast wealth of documentation concerning the 
Daiton, Moore, Martin, Hughes and other families burned. 

“Samuel Dalton died June 16, 1874 in Mississippi. His first wife was Mary, daughter of 
James Scales and Mary Scales {sic| Scales, whom he married November 4, 1824. He married 
second Sarah I. Clemmons, June 29, 1841. He was living in Stawamba County, Mississippi 
when the census of 1860 was taken. 

*'Stephen and Edward Moore were probably related to the Matthew Moore family of 
Stokes County. 

** James Hunter Dearing was the eldest child of William and Mary McFarland Dearing. He 
married Julia Searcy June 10, 1819. She was the daughter of Thomas and Ann Searcy. They 
settled in Tuscaloosa, Alabama where he became a wealthy riverboat captain. He piloted the 
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first steamboat from Mobile to Tuscalosa! Ralph Hammond, Ante-bellum Mansions of 
Alabama (Bonanza Books, New York, 1951, p. 91). 

“William Dearing was born July 20, 1763, died January 16, 1824 and is buried in the family 
cemetery near Eden Church in western Rockingham County. He owned and operated a grist 
mill on Belews Creek where the dam of the Duke Power Steam Station Lake is located. His 
wife, Mary, was a sister of Rachel Hunter, wife of Nicholas Dalton - thus the protagonists were 
cousins. 

“Wiley Dearing was born July 29, 1796. He moved to Tuscaloosa Alabama. 

* Alexander B. Dearing, son of William and Mary Dearing, was born in Rockingham County 
March 22, 1800. He married Ruth Rogers, October 13, 1824. She was a great niece of 
Governor Alexander Martin. 

“©The author does not make clear the identity of his brother's second. Phillip is not the name 
of any of the Dalton brothers. 

“In 1790 a Thomas Lovell was living on Beaver Island Creek adjacent to Anthony Dearing, 
father of Samuel Dearing. S:ee Rockingham County Deed Book C, page 116. In 1888 a list of 
Madison doctors shows that about 1832 there was a Doctor Levy whose wife died and was 
buried in the cemetery at tie home of Randal Duke Scales. See The Reidsville Times, June 8, 
1888 quoting an article from The Madison Leader. 


“Randal Duke Scales founded Madison on his plantation at the junction of the Mayo and 
the Dan Rivers. He married Mary McFarland Dearing, daughter of William and Mary Dearing. 
She was born January 19, 1791. 

There was a Robert Phillips family living near the Daltons on Beaver Island Creek and 
they were related to the Scales family. 

“Hugh Martin, son of Colonel James Martin and his first wife Ruth Rogers of Snow Creek, 
Stokes County, was related to the author through the Hunters. 

''Mary Scales was the first wife of Samuel Dalton. She was born November 20, 1806 and 
died March 17, i836. The family Bible shows their marriage date as November 4, 1824. 

“James Scales was the younger son of Henry Scales. He was born April 11, 1780 and died 
May 18, 1860. He is buried in the Hunter-Dalton Cemetery. 

“Samuel A.Daltor. was a major general of the North Carolina Militia. See Governor’s 
Papers 107, September 28, 1844, North Carolina State Archives, Raleigh. 

'‘ According to a family Bible, Sarah I. Clemmons was born August 3, 1818. She married on 
June 29, 1841 and became the mother of eight children. 

Rockingham County Deed Book 2nd O, page 473 records the Power of Attorney January 
5, 1847. Randal Duke Scales, whose house and relationship to the Dearings had played a part 
in the earlier story of the fist fight at Madison, moved to Pontatoc, Mississippi about 1843. 

‘Robert Dalton was born June 24, 1830 in Rockingham County; he died July 7, 1861 in 
Texas. 

‘James Dalton was born August 1, 1835, the year Doctor Dalton says his mother died. 
James died in the spring of 1891. 

'“Mary Dalton was the oldest child of Samuel and Mary Scales Dalton. She was born April 
16, 1827 and died June 12, 1857. Her marriage to William M. Ellington took place in 
Rockingham County in October of 1847. One of her children was Dr. Sam Buck Ellington of 
Wentworth, North Carolina. Her sister was Lucy Vincent Dalton who was born February 23, 
1833 and married James Irvin on August 31, 1852 in Rockingham County. 

Nicholas was born March 7, 1842 in Rockingham County. Mattie (Martha) was born 
August 4, 1844 and in December 1889 married W.W. Gladstone. Rachel was born October 3, 
1849 in Mississippi and died March 29, 1869. Henry was born in 1852 and died December 6, 
1871 in Memphis, Tennessee. Sallie (Sarah Irvin) was born May 7, 1854; she was married 
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December 11, 1879 to R.B. Burdin and died April 6, 1881. Susan was born November 2, 1855 
and married J.W. Mays February 4, 1880. 

"Mary MacFarland Dalton was born in February, 1798 and died April 11, 1845. Her 
marriage bond is recorded in Rockingham dated May 18, 1819. She was the mother of eight 
children. S 

*'Charlotte and her first husband, Robert Dalton, had two children, Robert James and 
William. On November 16, 1837, she married her second husband, James Scales. They were 
the parents of Elizabeth, who married Walter Smith; Nicholas, who married Victoria Young; 
Susan H., who married Walter R. Smith. Charlotte Gallihue Dalton died March 19, 1892. 

wel Gallihue Dalton married Sally Strong on July 17, 1829 and died March 6, 1895 in 
Rockingham County. 

“This may have been Doctor William White who was listed as a surgeon from Virginia in the 
Revolutionary War. See Medical Men of the American Revolution 1775-1783. The Army 
Medical Bulletin, Number 25 (Medical Field Service School, 1931), 413. 

4 Sally Strong, the daughter of Zachariah Strong, was born September 2, 1803 and died 
February 7, 1875. 

Leander H ughes Dalton married Matilda Stovall of Patrick County, Virginia on October 4, 
1845. Their daughter Mary Hunter Dalton(1846-1933), married John Hampton Price in 1866. 
“Lee” H. Dalton died February 11, 1894. 

**Mary Dalton Hughes, wife of Colonel Archelous Hughes. 

Nancy Kinner Dalton died November 29, 1882 and is buried in the Madison Presbyterian 
Cemetery. She married second, December 30, 1847 Thomas D. Roseborough (1812-1896). 

“The Martins and Hunters came to America about the same time from Ireland. They 
intermarried first in New Jersey. Branches of both families came to the Dan River area just 
before the Revolution. In spite of the closeness of relationship the two families often 
competed. 

”* Alexander Martin, a relative of John J. Martin, was for a short period the most powerful 
politician in Piedmont North Carolina and the author indicates later generations found that 
hard to forget. 

ein Stokes County, the location of the home of Colonel James Martin. 

*'Robert Martin Jr., was the son of Robert Martin who was the brother of Governor 
Alexander and Colonel James Martin, He acquired considerable acreage in Mississippi and 
became very wealthy. He was born April 12, 1784 and died May 15, 1848. On June 7, 1823 he 
married Mary Settle, daughter of David and Rhoda Settle. Their daughter Martha, married 
Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois. 

**Richard Cardwell was born December 7, 1808 in Rockingham County and died intestate 
before February 1847. He was the son of Joel and Mariah H. Scales Cardwell. Richard and 
Elizabeth Dalton Cardwell had five children. 

** Alexander Searcy, son of Thomas and Ann Martin Searcy was born October 1, 1810 and 
was dead by 1868. His plantation and mill were on Upper Hogan's Creek which is south of the 
Dan River below Madison. His second wife was the widow, Elizabeth L. Washburn, who was 
the former Mrs. Cook of Connecticut. His sister Julia was the wife of James Hunter Dearing, 
the challenger of Samuel Dalton in the Madison fist fight. 

"Susan died May 22, 1848. 

*’ John Hunter Dalton died March 3, 1888 in Iredell County. 

"Mary Houston was born March 27, 1814 and died May 3, 1901. 

"'Blizabeth Oney Scales, daughter of Pleasant and Charlotte Dalton Scales, was born July 
22, 1820 and died Marcy 19, 1848. She married Nicholas Dalton November 3. 1842. 
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“Local marriage records show Nicholas Dalton’s second marriage was to Mary Ann 
Ellington on May 1, 1849. She was Mary A. Patrick Ellington, the widow of Alfred W. Ellington 
who died in 1848. 

The family Bible gives his birthdate as Marcy 4, 1819. He died July 22, 1896 in 
Mocksville. North Carolina. 

“Samuel Smith, son of Joshua and Elizabeth Gibson Smith, was born February 18, 1798 
and died December 6, 1844. He married Ann Eliza Scales. His Shady Grove Academy was on 
his plantation near the present site of Mayodan. 


"'Bliza Mitchell Carter was the daughter of Archibald Gracie and Letitia Wilson Carter. 
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Transcribed by 


Cora Ann Turner 
Notes by 
Robert W. Carter, dr. 


James Johnson was appointed postmaster of Wentworth, North Carolina 
on February 20, 1838 and held the appointment until April6, 1846. Nothing 
more is known about Johnson’s later life or his family except that his sister 
Jane married John M. Bunch and another sister Lettitia married Absalom 
Stephens. Bunch lived at Oak Ridge, Guilford County while the Stephens 
lived in Leaksville in Rockingham County. 

The letter contains important information about the formation of a 
countywide temperance society in 1842 and the existance of five or six 
other societies which had already been formed. No other information 
concerning temperance societies in the county has been located. The 
original Johnson letter is owned by Cora Ann Turner of Eden, a distant 
relative of the Johnson Family. The original grammar, spelling and 
punctuation of the letter has been retained. 


Mr. John M. Bunch W.J. Allen 


Guilford County Wentworth, N.C. 
N. Carolina June 22, 1842 
Dear Sir, 


We drop you a line by Mr. Allen, we have but little to write of interest. We 
formed a County Temperance Society a few weekes since, the officers of 
which is Dr. Currie’ President, Joseph Holderby, James Irvin’ & myself, 
Vise Presidents, James W. Sanders Secretary, Truman Grear,' Josiah 
Martin,’ Lorenza D. Sanders,* Leven Miner’ & W.B. Johnson,” Executive 
Committee. 

We are to have preaching here on Sunday the 3(rd) day of next month by 
Mr. Robertson" & on the next day 4th of July we are to have a Temperance 


Celebration of said day by having a common Barbecue, sweetened & 
washed down by pure Spring water. 


84 


The James Johnson Letter 


This Society is a County Socieyt to which all other Temperance Societies 
in the County are invited to attend. There are some 5 or 6 other Societies” 
in the county, we would be happy to see you here at That time if convenient. 
We expect the day to be spent in lectures on Temperance from several 
persons, preachers & others - we have now between 75 and 100 members in 
our society. 

On yesterday evening we commited the body of our worthy citizen, 
Absolam Joyce'' to the Tomb, leaving a wife & 5 or 6 small children & 
many other worthy relatives to mourn his loss. 

Elisha P. Ellington'* died very very Suddenly in a kind of a fit or Spasm 
some 2 weeks since leaving a wife & 9 children, a Son and daughter grown or 
nearly so. 

John Wall Senr.'’ kas been confined Some time & cannot live many days 
& awful to relate by intemperance. 

My own health is as good as I could expect at my advanced age - could I 
have a milk diet I would do much better but am unable to pay for my board 
else where - the profits of the Post office is so much reduced, owing to so 
little business done throughout the country that it is not more than suficient 
to keep me in decent clothing but to all these ills I humbly submit & feel 
thankful that it is as well with me as it is. My troubles & trials here cannot 
be long when I hope to enjoy an Eternal rest beyond the grave. 

Mr. Stephens’ & Walter is getting a tolerable run of custom for this 
Season of the year. (Lettitia)'” enjoys tolerably good health - the baby grows 
finly, it has not learned to cry yet - not witha good choras to it - it frets some 
as Letty calls it - the rest are all well. 

There is to be an Association"’ in Leaksville commencing on friday before 
the first Sunday in August, Kerr,'’ McNabb,'* & Robertson’’ & uncertain 
how many other preachers will be there - perhaps you could pay us a visit at 
that time. 

Yours affectionately, 
J. Johnson 
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Notes 


‘Dr. James Currie (1795-1855) practiced medicine in Madison prior to 1832 when he 
moved to the Sandy Cross area west of Reidsville. Currie, who was one of the Justices of the 
Peace for Rockingham County, owned a 671 acre farm and 15 slaves. He and his wife, the 
former Mary Ann Wright (1806-1884), had no children. 

“Joseph Holderby, (Jr.) was born in Virginia in 1803 and married Martha Stubblefield in 
Rockingham County in 1827. He was clerk of the Rockingham County Court of Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions serving from 1833-1841. During the 1850s he held the government contract 
to carry the mail by stagecoach from the Reidsville Post Office to Salem by way of Wentworth. 
In 1855 he purchased the former Reuben Reid farm at Reidsville which contained 384 
acres.(Deed Book 2dF,396). By August 1863 he had a surveyor lay out lots along the railroad 
route ‘“‘at Reidsville” and began selling lots. Three of Holderby’s daughters married pioneer 
businessmen in Reidsville; William Lindsey, Mortimer Oaks and Decatur Barnes. Holderby 
died November 13, 1875. 

"Colonel James Irvin was born June 12, 1819 and descended from a family who immigrated 
from Northern Ireland to Rockingham County settling on Piney Creek (of Troublesome) about 
the year 1798. Irvin was a merchant first in Wentworth and later in Reidsville. He served as the 
clerk of the Rockingham Cuunty Superior Court from 1853 into the 1860s. Irvin, who married 
Lucy Dalton in 1852, reared a large family and died in Reidsville on June 26, 1894. 


“Truman Grear purchased land in the Wentworth area in 1813 and 1826 where he was 
probably engaged in the trade of blacksmithing. (Deed Book 2dQ,37). He was deceased by 
May 1847. 

* Josiah Martin lived near present day Eden on Matrimony Creek where he died about the 
year 1852 leaving a widow and four children. (Deed Book 2dR, 429). 

°Lorenza D. Saunders (born ca. 1811) purchased a 175 acre farm on Rock House Creek in 
1849 which was three miles south of Wentworth. (Deed Book 2dQ, 66). He was appointed to 
minor county offices such as treasurer of public buildings and later contracted to build a 
bridge across Dan River at Eagle Falls. Saunders, who also appears to have been a slave 
trader, married Alsey Roach in 1835 and had several children. J 

‘Leven Miner (also spelled Minor) began purchasing land near Wentworth in 1843. At an 
unknown date he erected a grist mill on his property and for some years was a miller. He was 
twice married, first to Priscilla Walker in 1841 and after her death in 1853 he married Jane 
Walker. He had children by both marriages. 

“Walter B. Johnson (born ca. 1817) was the Rockingham County jailor at Wentworth in 1850. 
He married Sarah O. Ellington in 1843. She died in 1853. His second marriage was to 
Penelope Blackburn in 1855. 

"Elder John Robertson was born in Rockingham County in 1804 and at the age of 35 was 
ordained a Baptist minister. He served asa missionary for the Beulah Baptist Association and 
as pastor of several churches in Rockingham County during the 1840s. Later he served as a 
missionary and pastor over a wide area of Stokes, Davidson, Forsyth and Surry Counties until 
his health failed in the early 1860s. He died at his home near Mr. Airy in 1880. 

During the 1840s and 1850s many temperance societies were formed across North 
Carolina. Nothing more is known about the societies in Rockingham County or how long they 
existed. 

In 1840 Absalom Joyce (1800-1842) purchased a 301 acre farm north of Wentworth. 
(Deed Book 2dL, 29). By 1860 his widow and six children had moved to Yadkin County. 

“Elisha P. Ellington was born December 21, 1801 and married Elizabeth S. Peay in 1823. 


He died June 6, 1842 and was buried in the Ellington Family Cemetery west of Wentworth. 
(Dates from tombstone.). 
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‘In the early 1800s John Wall purchased several tracts of land on Rock House Creek two 
miles south of Wentworth. He married Catherine Wade in May 1821. According to his 
tombstone he died July 26, 1842 at age 54 years. An interesting tradition relates that during 
Wall's lifetime a notorious horsethief named Howard was in the county. Despite a reward 
offered for Howard’s capture the sheriff was unable to catch the thief. One day while out 
hunting, John Wall saw Howard sitting on a log and, although at a great distance, he took 
careful aim felling the thief with one shot from his rifle. Wall became something of a local 
celebrity and one version of the story relates that the thief was buried near where he was killed 
on the present Henry McCollum Farm west of Wentworth. (Tradition from Roy Crowder). The 
“Famous John Wall rifle’ was owned by J.M. Fagg in 1894. (The Reidsville Review, June 8, 
1894. 

4 Absalom Stephens moved his family from Guilford County to Leaksville where he was 
employed as a tailor. He was the father of several children including John Walter Stephens 
who was killed in the Caswell County Courthouse at Yanceyville by the Ku Klux Klan on May 
2118 TO0) 

' Lettitia Johnson Stephens, the wife of Absalom, was a sister of James Johnson who wrote 
the letter. 

'’This was the Beulah Association which was a yearly meeting of a group of Baptist 
Churches in the Northern Piedmont of North Carolina. 

Rev. John Kerr of Caswell County was born in 1782 and died in 1842. He was amember of 
the United States Congress during the session 1813-1815 and was one of “the most eloquent 
preachers of the gospel’ in the North Carolina-Virginia area. From Richard R. Saunder’s, 
Open Doors and Closed Windows of The First Baptist of Reidsville, North Carolina: 1948, 
Dio. 

"Elder Robert NcNabb was the agent for Wake Forest College in the 1840s. He was a 
minister in the Union Association in Eastern North Carolina. 

Elder John Robertson was mentioned in footnote number ten. 
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Folklore - The Gray Lady Who Walked 


By 


Bettie M. Pearson 


Folklore is a legitimate element of history and therefore worthy of being 
recorded. In recent years it has acquired enthusiastic support which has 
resulted in the publication of numerous collections of folklore, notably the 
award winning “Foxfire” series. Every area has a wealth of folklore, rich 
with the ingredients which make a people unique. Very little of Rockingham 
County’s folklore has been recorded and The Rockingham County Histori- 
cal Society could quite properly in its role as preserver of the past 
encourage a Serious effort to record the county’s folklore. One article in the 
category of folklore was submitted to the Book Comittee for use in the 
Rockingham County Heritage Book. Regretably due to lack of space the 
article was not included in the book. 

The author has written a ghost story based ona tale told by her father-in- 
law, Rufus B. Pearson who was a descendant of one of Rockingham 
County’s early settlers. His forebearers were established on land lying on 
both sides of Lower Hogans Creek (Grooms Road area) prior to the 
Revolutionary War. The family cemetery is located on this land and 
descendants of those early Pearsons are still living on a portion of the land. 
The tenth generation of the family now resides in the county. The story of 
the Pearson Family ghost as written by Bettie M. Pearson follows this 
introduction. 


The human grasp upon the once busy homestead has relented, and the 
land has slowly evolved into its natural state again, appearing in places 
much as it did over two centuries ago when the first Pearsons carved from 
the wilderness a home for themselves and their children’s children. 

That a ghost walked this land is well established in the family folklore. 
This is the account of one such ghostly encounter which took place more 
than sixty years ago, and was related by Rufus Brackin Pearson. He was the 
farmer in this ‘ghost story.’ 

The farmer returned to the upper field late in the afternoon intent upon 
finishing the plowing before sunset. The upper field was that portion of his 
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land which adjoined the family cemetery, and extended in a northeasterly 
direction as it curved gently out of sight between a border of trees. 

As the plow turned the earth an occasional rabbit, disturbed in his 
burrow, would spring away from the descending hoof of the horse. Birds, 
hopeful of a meal for their hungry nestlings, followed in the plow’s wake. In 
the peace of this tranquil setting the farmer thought himself completely 
alone. 

This proved however not to be quite the case; for when he glanced up 
from his concentration on the depth of the furrow cut by the plow blade, his 
attention was drawn to a woman walking some distance away across the 
open field. So unexpected was the woman’s appearance that the reins 
guiding the horse were involuntarily jerked, and both man and beast came 
to an abrupt halt. 

The presence of a woman in the field was not unusual in itself, but there 
was something in the attitude and bearing of this particular woman which 
arrested the farmer’s attention. That she was walking toward the field’s 
egde and the trees beyond was obvious. Perhaps someone was taking a 
short-cut to visit a neighbor; or simply someone walking home. When the 
farmer called out a greeting the woman made no response. “That's odd,” 
thought the man, feeling if his neighbor wanted to use his field as a pathway 
the friendly greeting could be returned. 

More peculiar than the lack of greeting, was the woman’s attire. She was 
seen by the farmer only in profile, and the late afternoon shadows 
silhouetted her distant form. Her dress was of a dark gray color, falling to 
the ground around her feet. Upon her head she wore a bonnet, which 
blended perfectly with her dress. The deep brim of the bonnet obscured any 
view of the wearer's face. 

The woman not only did not respond to the farmer’s greeting, but 
continued with deliberate purpose toward the trees. An eerie silence fell all 
around, and the women moved as in a vacuum; no rustling of cloth or sound 
of footsteps came to the farmer’s ears. 

Looping the reins over the plow handles the farmer started walking 
toward the woman, hoping to reach her before she completed her journey 
across the field. As he approached he called again, still the woman appeared 
not to have heard him. At this point the farmer came to the spot where he 
had first seen the woman. Looking down he was startled by the observation 
that the newly plowed ground bore no sign of her passing; no foot prints 
were to be seen in the moist earth. Quickly he redirected his attention to the 
disappearing figure of the woman. He began almost to run in an attempt to 
over take her, but as he reached the end of the plowed row the woman was 
lost from his sight as she entered the woods. Not to be outdone the farmer 
called again and again, and searched the area, but the Gray Lady had 
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vanished as mysteriously as she had suddenly appeared. Puzzled the 
farmer returned to his waiting horse and the completion of his task. 

What he had witnessed absorbed his thoughts and stirred his memory. 
That he had actually encountered the family ghost occurred to him almost 
at once, and with this realization came an added sense of wonder. Other 
family members had been privileged to observe the Gray Lady’s passage 
through the years. Tales of her appearances were related at many hearth 
sides. 

Her appearing knew no season, but the walking lady never varied the 
locale of her walks. Family tradition offered this explanation for her 
repeated visitations: she was searching for the graves of her loved ones. 
Very near the spot where the farmer saw the Gray Lady vanish into the trees 
there was once a burial site, where several grave stones had been placed. No 
one knew the identity of the persons buried there, and the site was already 
neglected when the field was first cleared for cultivation. Gradually over the 
years the stone markers disappeared and the burial site was lost forever. 
Lost forever? Perhaps, to all but the Gray Lady who came searching for the 
final resting place of her loved ones. 

This was the last sighting of the Gray Lady. It is possible that when the 
land passed into the possession of others, and nature’s hand rested gently 
upon what she had reclaimed as her own, the Gray Lady found peace and 
walked no more. 

Now all that remains of the family’s hold upon the land are the silent 
sentinels erected to mark the resting places of generations who each in their 
turn encountered the Gray Lady, and found her not a spectre of fear, but 
rather a gentle harbinger of the fragile hold that manis able to exercise upon 
the land which he may possess for a little while. 
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Reminiscences of J. Thomas Wall 


by 
J. Thomas Wall 


J. Thomas Wall, a Confederate veteran who lived about one mile east of 
Mayodan, North Carolina, wrote the following article which was printed in 
The Reidsville Review, June 29, 1925. 

Wall was born in Rockingham County on May 26, 1845, the son of Joshua 
Smith Wall and Caroline Heggie Wall. He married Sallie Ann Vine Adkins 
(1864-1944) on April 3, 1879 and the couple had twelve children: Henrietta 
Wall; Georgianna Wall Heggie; Roberta Wall; Sallie S. Wall; Thomas A. 
Wall; Elizabeth Wall Baughn; James Lewis Wall; Joshua S. Wall; Robert 
Lee Wall; Andrew H. Wall; Mildred Wall Stewart; Marietta Wall Barnes. 

J. Thomas Wall, who has been described as an outstanding scholar and 
Christian gentleman, served in the North Carolina House of Representa- 
tives from 1911-1915. He died at age 85 on August 21, 1930. (Research by 
Leonora Wall Sutton). The grammar, spelling and punctuation of the 
newspaper article has been retained. 


My great-grandfather, Robert Wall, moved from Culpepper County, Va., 
to Rockingham Ccunty in about 1800. He bought large tracts of land on the 
Mayo and Dan Rivers. My grandfather served in the Mexican War. My 
father bought the old homestead, 170 acres for $850. in 1845.’ This land 
was on the east side of Mayo River, near Cedar Point Mountain. Father, in 
1850 bought 250 acres on the Mayo near Madison. This land was on the 
main road leading from Virginia to South Carolina. In 1851 father moved 
from the old homestead and built several log houses for his family and the 
negroes. He also built two shops, woodwork and blacksmith shops. Father 
had two negroes who were good blacksmiths. They could shoe any mule that 
ever came down the pike. Uncle Wink, the best smith, died about two years 
before the Civil War. 

Father then hired a white man who had moved from Mississippi to work 
in the shop, as he was a fine blacksmith. He had a wife and two boys. 
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J. Thomas Wall, farmer, Confederate soldier, and member of the North 


Carolina House of Representatives, 1911-1915. Photograph courtesy 
Mildred Wall Stewart. 
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Uncle Henry was the boss on the farm and at the brick yard. He had a wife 
at our nearest neighbors and he would go to see her Saturday nights and 
come home Monday mornings. One Monday Henry failed to come home. 
Father went to see what was the matter with him. Henry, wife, and all their 
earthly goods were gone. Father knew Henry had run away so he had some 
notices printed and sent them to Virginia and Tennessee. About a month 
after Henry had been gone, Old Andy, the blacksmith, said his wife wanted 
to go back to her folks in Mississippi. She would make the two boys pray so 
loud at night we could hear them a quarter of a mile. Father sold the old man 
a horse and wagon and helped him every way he could to go back to 
Mississippi. In about a month after the old man had left, father got a letter 
from a sheriff in Tennessee stating that he had his two runaway negroes in 
jail. Father and Mr. Pleas Scales went after the negroes and brought them 
back. The old man and family had left before father got to the negroes.” 
Uncle Henry said that they had got out of money and had stopped and were 
making brick for someone. The old man told the negroes he would carry 
them to Ohio where they would be free but intented to carry them to 
Mississippi and sell them. 

Before the war there were patrols whose duty was to ride at night and see 
that negroes stayed at home. If they caught a negro away from home at night 
they gave him a flogging. That is where the old song, “Run Negro Run, the 
Patrols Will Catch You” started. 

Some of the old preachers who came to my father’s before the Civil War 
were Rev. Bob Hill, Rev. McNeely,’ Rev. Elias Dodson, Rev. Stinson, Ivey 
and others.’ 

All the education I received was at the Beulah Male Institute at Madison 
taught by L.H. Shuck, son of one of the first missionaries sent to China. The 
school started in 185 and after war started between the north and south we 
had military training and as the boys got old enough they had to go to the 
army. The school was represented by young men from five states and many 
of them who were not killed in the war have held prominent places in this 
state and other states. Some I remember are R.H. Cardwell, judge Supreme 
court; U.S. Judge Aiken, of Danville, Va.; Hon. J.R. Webster,’ Hon. W.R. 
Lindsay, Dr. W.Z. Heggie, of Charleston, Mo.; Dr. Colston, of South 
Carolina; Dr. McMillan, of Wilmington; Dr. Lash, Dr. Jim Blum, Dr. 
Whitsett,’ of Reidsville; Rev. F.H. Jones,’ Rev. Pink Oliver, Rev. Dan 
Haymore and Rev. S.F. Conrad, who has recenty returned from Europe. 

I volunteered and went to Lee’s army when the battle of the Wilderness 
was on. I joined the 1st Regiment, Engineering Corps, Co. F. My company 
was a pantoon company. (We went) down the James River in pontoon boats 
to Drury’s Bluff where we put in a bridge with 32 boats under it. My 
company got to Petersburg the first of June and went to digging tunnels 
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under our breastworks. I helped to dig the tunnel the Yankees blew up on 
July 7th. We worked day and night. The blow-up was just at light July 7th. 
The night force had just got out and the day force had not got in so we didn’t 
lose a man killed by the blow-up. 

The Yankees charged our lines with regiments of negroes. When the 
negroes got in the hole made by the blowing up of our breast-works they 
stopped and it wasn’t long before the Johnnies charged in on the negroes 
and killed all of them and covered them up. 

I and two of my company were guards at our magazine where we kept 
powder and fuse to load the mines. 

In March just before we had to leave Petersburg Dr. Jeff Scales” and a 
squad from the 45th regiment slipped in the Yankee lines, captured the 
guard and a number of Yankees, one General being in the crowd. Scales was 
captured by the Yankees. 

On Sunday, April 7th, we had orders to leave Petersburg and to burn all 
the bridges over the Appomattox River, five in all. Comins (Cummings) 
Mebane was killed at the Richmond railroad bridge by a shell from the 
Yankee guns. He was the last man killed at Petersburg and he was a Tar 
Heel. I heard the Yankees when they charged our breast-works. They came 
over with a terrible yell. We went ona run all the way from Petersburg to 
Appomattox Court House. Colonel Tolcott’s horse was shot from under him 
at High Bridge while we were trying to burn it. 

April 9th my regiment was in line of battle one mile south of the court 
house in an old field. We saw a man ona horse coming at full speed. When he 
was about twelve steps from us some one said, “That's a Yankee.” The 
horse and rider were both killed. The Yankee said, “Boys, what made you 
shoot me? Lee has surrendered.” That was the last Yankee killed at 
Appomattox and he was killed by Tar Heels. The Yankee host with blood 
stained hands came south to divide our land, but four- by-six was all that fool 
Yankee got. 

I saw Gen. Lee when the Yankee officer met him under the apple tree. I 
brought a piece of the tree home with me. While Lee and the Yankee officer 
were talking, two wagons loaded with provisions drove up. H.W. Baughn 
and I asked the driver for something to eat. He told us to help ourselves. We 
filled our caps with hard-tack. One of the Yankees said to me, “Johnny, we 
have whipped You.” J told him it wasn’t so. They had just overpowered us. 
He said “That's so.” 

Ihave no recollection of what took place on Monday and Tuesday. I guess 
I was sleeping. We left Appomattox on Wednesday and got home Sunday, 
being four days on the road. I paid an old negro ten dollars for a small pone 
of corn bread. 

After the surrender the Union Army had headquarters at Greensboro. 
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That was a great trading place for the soldiers who had come home carrying 
tobacco, brandy, whiskey, and trading with the Yankees for horses, mules 
and provisions. I bought a U.S. horse and he was so mean I called him “Old 
John Brown.” 

After the negroes were set free, my father had to hire a blacksmith to run 
the shop. He hired Bill Johnson, one of the free slaves. Bill was half Indian 
and half negro and when he got a pint of whiskey under his hide he was a full 
grown devil. He had a habit of running every body out of the roads when he 
got on a spree. One day I went turkey hunting and when I was about half a 
mile from the road I heard old Bill cursing with all his might. When I got to 
the road his wife was sitting on the fence trying to get him to go home. When 
I got over the fence ola Bill made for me like a Jersey Bull, with his knife out 
and cursing as loud as he could. I let him get in about five or six steps of me 
when I raised my gun and cocked both barrels and was just ready to shoot. 
Old Bill turned around, went to his wife and went home. Old Bill never gave 
any more trouble. 


Notes 


by 
Robert W. Carter, dr. 


"Rockingham Deed Book 2d0, 126, records that James Wall sold Joshua S. Wall the 170 
acres for $330. 

"Tt appears that part of the story was deleted from the article. Apparently Andy the 
blacksmith, who was returning to Mississippi, saw Henry and his wife and turned them into the 
sheriff. 

"Robert Hill and G.W. M cNeely (1809-1875) were Primitive Baptist ministers. 

‘The other ministers listed were Missionary Baptists. 

“d.R. Webster published Webster's Weekly, a newspaper in Reidsville. 

“DE A.M. Whitsett was a tobacco warehouseman and merchant in Reidsville. 

‘Rev. F.H. Jones, a long time Missionary Baptist Minister is buried in Greenview Cemetery 
in Reidsville. 

“Dr. Jeff Scales later practiced medicine in Reidsville. 
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The Ewel G. and Sarah Strong Dalton 
Bible Record 


A Xerox copy of the Ewel G. Dalton Bible record from the papers of the 
late Susie Johnson Lauten of Madison, North Carolina was furnished to the 
editor by Linda C. Vernon of Stoneville, North Carolina. It appears that 
earlier family information was copied into the Ewel Dalton Bible from both 
the Nickolas Dalton Bible and the Strong Family Bible. Mrs. Lauten was a 
daughter of George William and Maude Dalton Johnson. The original 
grammar, spelling and punctuation of the Dalton Bible has been retained. 


Births 


Nickolas Dalton was born the 4th day of April, 1770 

Rachel Dalton his wife was born the 30th day of November, 1774 
Sam’! A. Dalton was born the 14th day of May, 1794 

James H. Dalton was born the 19th day of February, 1796 

Mary Dalton was born the 14th day of February, 1798 

Charlotte Dalton was born the 27th day of October, 1799 

Ewel G. Dalton was born the 9th day of December, 1801 (His family is listed 
below). 

Leander Dalton was born the 25th day of September, 1803 
Robert Dalton was born the 21st day of February, 1805 

Nancy Dalton was born the 7th day of July, 1808 

Elisabeth Dalton was born the 7th day of March, 1811 

John Dalton was born the Ist day of February, 1813 

Susan Dalton was born the 3rd day of March, 1815 

Nickolas Dalton was born the 26th day of August, 1817 

Pleasant Dalton was born the 4th day of March, 1821 


Ewel G. Dalton was born the 9th day of December, 1801 
Sarah Dalton was born the 2nd day of September, 1803 
Charlotte Dalton was born the 30th day of April, 1830 

Mary A. Dalton was born the 14th day of October, 1831 

John Z. Dalton was born the 22nd day of September, 1835 
Nickolas H. Dalton was born the 25th day of November, 1837 
Ruth E. Dalton was born the 16th day of October, 1839 
Rachel Dalton was born the 4th day of January, 1843 
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James P. Dalton was born the 14th day of April, 1845 

Wallis Gladson was born the 28th day of February, 1850 

Effe Gladson was born the 8th day of August, 1851 

Walter Gladson was born the 1st day of May, 1854 

—alla Gladson was born the 23rd day of January, 1856 

Mollie S. Dalton was born 22nd of February, 1869 

Gabriel H. Dalton was born 27th of January, 1871 

Ida Maude Dalton was born the 6th day of September, 1875 

Sallie Pope Dalton was born August 23rd, 1877 

Sallie Hunter Dalton was born 6th of January, 1872 

J S— Dalton was born 24th day of August, 1875 

George William Johnson was born September 28, (1872) Date from tomb- 
stone. 


Deaths 


Charlotte Dalton died the 20th day of September, 1831 

Rachel F. Dalton died the 5th day of July, 1844 

N. H. Dalton was killed the 17th of September, 1862 

Sarah Dalton died February 2th 1875 

Ewel G. Dalton died March 6, 1895 

John Z. Dalton died the 4th of August, 1908 

Mary Ann Dalton died the 4th of March, 1912 

Ruth Elizabeth Dalton died March 10, 1926 

Robert Ferdinand Dalton died 20th May, 1878 

Gabriel Hunter Dalton died 27th January, 1896 

Zachariah Strong died the 29th of October, 1831 

Nickolas Dalton died the 7th day of January 1838 

Susan D. Searcy died the 22 of May, 1843 

Mary M. Critz died the 4th of April, 1845 

Charles Strong died the 29th day of December, 1852 

Ruth Strong died the 13th day of July, 1853 

R.H. Gladson died the 20 of March, 1858 

Effa Gladson died the 6th of April, 1857 | 

Gabriel Prior Dalton died September 8th, 1873 age 38 years 7 mos and 
8 days 

John Strong died March 20, 1811 

Sarah Strong died August 30, 1827 

Maude Dalton Johnson died June 26, 1956 

George William Johnson died May 11, 1942 
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Ewel G. Dalton and Sarah Strong were married the 16th day of July, 1829 

Mary A. Dalton and R.H. Gladson was married the 24th day of April, 1849 

Ruth E. Dalton and Robert Dalton was married the 29th of August, 1865 

James P. Dalton and Fannie Blackwell was married the 17th of November, 
1870 

J.Z. Dalton and Sue Dalton was married 27th November, 1879 

Johsua Smith and Elizabeth Gibson was married the 23rd day of Decem- 
ber, 1771 

Zachariah Strong and Ruth Smith was married August 23, 1797 

Ida Maude Dalton and George William Johnson were married 3rd March, 
1892 

Mary Susan Dalton and Rev. John Thomas Ratledge were married June 

21st, 1904 
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